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PREFACE.

The kret mstalment of the long-announced Minasollasa,
atherwise  hnown ss  the  Abbilaritartbachintamani, which
purports to bave been cow)oeed by the great Western
Chalukya King Bhuloksmalla Somesrara, son of Vikrama-
ditya VI, i now offered to the public. It is a voluminous
work, extending to about 8000 Granthas, aud is divided into
five Vimsatis, each oontaining 20 Adbyiyas or chapters of
unequal length, some chapters again ip-luding several sub-
scctions.  The whole werk i3 thus divided into one hundred
chapters, dealing  with one  bhundred different topica on the
necessities and written for the instruction of the members of
royal families. The finst volume represents fwo among the five

Vimsatis, and comprises 40 Adbyiyas or chapters.

The present edition is based on the following five MSS:

A. Belouging to the Baropa CeNTRAL LiBRARY. It is
a complete press-copy prepared with the help of
three MSS.

B. DBelongiug to the Bbandarkar Oriental Research
Inatitute, Pobua. . It gomtaine 109 leaves and is,
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E. Incomplete; in the middle about 50 leaves are

wanting. It is older than D. On the lart leaves
the ink bas faded.

The last three MSS belong to the Bikaner Dur

The authorship of the M&nasoll.s is attributed, in the
9th Sloka on page 2 and the colophon, to the Chalukya King
Someévara, surnamed Bhulokamalla aml Satyi-rayakuintilaka.
A reference to <loka 871 on page 62 will, however, u.ike it
evident that this attribution is incorreet. Iu this  <oka Some-
svara is bimself made tho standard of compariso:, and no
antbor would be guilty of so flagrant & pieco of vamty, [t
is therefore probable that the hook wus composed i his
Court by some prodigiously learned and well-informed man,
thoroughly  acquainted with the royal housohold, royal
necessities and royal whims.«

King Somedvara i3 the son of Vikramaditya VI, and
belongs to the line of the Wentern Chalukyas whos: capital was
at Kalyani. Aufrecht in his Cataicpue Catadogorwm fixes  the
period of his reign as 1127~1134. In Barnett's Antipviti-s of
India the date is 1126-1124  The date of composition of
this work sesms to be 1052 Saka (1151 A, D) as the
floka 61 on page 34 while giving the Dbruvanks montions
Friday as the first day of the mouth of Chaitra when the
Saka year 1051 had elapscd,

minkibhyudaya,
an fncomplote MY of wiich appears in ono of the  Pattan Bhandars
Further details of this M3 with be given in ur Patian Catalogue whioh

# Apollier work rtributed to him is the Vikra

is ip course of preparation,
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1t is generally helieved that Somesvara ascended the
throne in A. D. 1127; but the insoription recording the grant -
of land made by Mabamudaleévara Mirasimbadevarasa to the
temple of Minikyadeva containing an image of Ekasileya Pirsva-
nitha in the 6th year of the reign of Somesvara Bhillokamalia
in the year Saka (1032 corresponding to A.D. 1130-31) shows
that the date of bia accession cannot be 1127 it must be
1124-23. The real date of Someivara's acceseion therefore is
a matter of controversy which may better be left in the
hands of the historians and antiquarians for solution. The
date of accession, whether 1124 or 1147, does not, however,
materially come i eonflict with the date viven as Dhruvinika

in the Manasolizen adeady mention ]

Some scholars are under the mmpressicn that A D, 1127
is the date of composition  of the Minasollsa,  But  this
appiata from the above, and slso  fiom  other considerations,
to be incorrect. Somesvara ascauded the throne, as is commonly
believed, in 1126 or 1127, It is quite natural that a king
in those days should require a few years for getting himself
firmly seated,on the throne, and for waging wars with neigh-
houring countries, which yenerally gave trouble when o
kingdom cbanged hands, It seems therefore probable that the
date given as Dhruvinks, referred to above, is the real
date of composition.

Someévara seems to bea powerful ruler, but very Little is
kaown of his persoual history. A few inscriptions were recorded
-during bis reign but the information yielded by them is but
meagre. What his religion was, it is difficult to ascertain. Here in
the beginning his book opens /ith an obeisance to all the impor-



tant deities of the Hinda Pantheon, namely, Gapela, Sive, Vi-
" snu, Brahma, Tndrs, eto. The very first Aloka refers to Gape-
8, but we shall not be justiied in calling him a
Saiva, beoause it is customary with authors of all sects to be.
gin with an obeisance to Ganeds as the bestower of per-
fection and the remover of obstacles. The grant of Maba-
mandaleévara Mirasimhadevarasa already referred to further
makes us believe that Jainism wasalso encouraged in his time.
Our conclusion therefors is that Someévara also displayed the
usual liberalism of Indian monarchs. The ‘loka 105 on page 11
furthier strengthens this couclusion.

The Minasollisa is written in  Anustubh metre, with
oocasional prose passages intreduced in the middle. Its lan-
guage i8 easy but florid. The work treats of many subjects
snd gives the maximum information in the minimum space
The work is designated by the nuthor as the wwxrerdeny:,
or & book which teaches the world, and the scope of the
book is so extensive that it can rightly claim that epithet,
An idea of the different subjects dealt with oan he obtained
form the table of conteuts; but we will mentiow here ¢y a
few interesting features among many that may be found in
the book., It may be remembered that Someévira was an
orthodox Hindu king and the pictare prosented in  his Mi-
nasollzea is of the glories, pomps and paraphernalia of a purely
Indian court aud royal household. The Weatern Chilukyas
were never known to have been contaminated by the Muham
madan civilization, as they, it is believed, had been destroyed
by the Hoy:alas.

In this work somatimes the author gives even minute
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dutails lihﬁmmimi (wmmtsw
p. 9. ) eto. and gwrmww ( p. 70. ) and sometimes be omits
the thinglthttmml!y‘reqnired,e.g.,wumm (p.
100, 4. 860) where the word Tara is not explained. The
meanings of such words, however, may be found in other
books like Vasantargja Sakuna.

Among the two Virdatis oontained in this volume,
the first, generally speaking, describes the requisite qualifi-
cations and necessities of an ambitious king who desires to
obtain and extend his dominions. The seoand Viméati mainly
gives the ways and means of making the position of the king
seoure,

The first Viméati while dealing with the virtuss of a
king makes the Tirthasuiina an imperative neeessity. In the
Tirthasninadbyaya the author wentions several Tirthas,
namely,b"uklafirthaﬁ', Vafjard®, Dhiwarathi, Venyi, the
tributaries of the Kramii,ote. snuch as may reasonably be known
to local people. He does not however meution Puskara near
Ajmer, which i3 ona of the greatest Tivthas. The mention of the
Tapi viver along with tha famous and mighty rivors, {ringes,
Yamuui, Narmadi, Gautami,in the same slok+ shows that the
author oould not shake ofi the local influence while almking of

* This may be one of the Narmadi near Broach or ssother of

the rame name of the Giodavarn,

t The modern Mifjri in the Nizam’'s dominions also known as
Garnds  Gaigi or Gerntmatf, o iributary of the Godiverl,
( ses the B0th. Adbyaya of the Gautami MabAtmya ia the
Brabma Parfnoa ).
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India in general. The omission of the Kiveri is worth
uoticing. It is probable also that in this particular ho has
followed tho Brahma Purina which also me~'uus  the
rivers in the same strain.*

The three slokas freating of Jvara (p. 18, =l 188-190)
are taken from an earlier work on medicine by Vigzbhata, but
the other dlokas have not been traced so far. In this Adhyiya
and in the Adhyayas of Asvavaidyaka and Gapeikites it is
worth noting that all the medicinas mentioned are those pre-
pared from mediciual plauts. There is no meution of Bhasma,

etc or medicines prepared from metals like ron, wold ete.

In the first Vimdati the lougest is the 19th  Adbyiya
called the Dinanathabandhubbrtyaposanicdhyava,  Here the
necessity of appointing excellent phyaicians and free distribution
of medicines is emphasized. Someéyara might have realizad
that people must necessarily love a king who takes care of

them when they are in distrese.

The tccond Vimiati opens with an enumeration of the
necessary qualifications of the king. Rasiyana eomea next
to make the king healthy and strong. Then he mentions the
different ofticers required for the State, along  with  their
requisita  qalifications.  Among  the qualifications of the
royal cook, oue is  Asambhedyn | who cinnot ba  bowght
over by the Kings evemiez ) awl the other is  Krti
unujm Parika:ka ( al: Ia to  examine ,awfu!ly the kmg‘d

ot s e R,

L. Stc 5‘ok.u 55 and 3& ot the 1.» Adhyiiyn o( Gauhm!-
Mihdtmys in the Brahma Parina: dnzndasrama edition p. 190,
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food ). This shows that the life of a king is perpetuslly
in danger.

The line fudriver & wraey: Afear: wrademwr: (p. 48 il.186.)
indirectly shows that theanthor was well acquainted with the fact
that people of the clerical profession are inclined to barass the
public. It is quite possible also that Le followed the previous
writers on Niti (#tfa) in this respect. On page 44 he fixes
one-sixth of the produce of corn as the highest royal due,
though iu some cases it is made one-eighth or  one-twelfth
a8 a concegsion, The tox depends however on the productivity
of the land. He fixes also one-sixth tax on houey and ghee,
Lut does not formulate uny taxatin on otber kinds of produce
except to meution that a fruit graden i8 to be taxed according
to ita yield,

In those days the might of the king was calculated
according to the number of elephants which Le possessad.
Heunce the author mentions the forests which are the haunts of
elepbauts, and minutely describes the varieties of the species
and formulates means to cateh them, train them, and make

them fit for war.

It is believed by the writecs on elephants tbat the
elephant is a faithless animal, but our author does not subscribe
to that opinion, The ouly kind of elepbant which is faithlees
is the Sarpssattva while the rogue elephants come under
the category of Paisicasattva and Rikeasasattvaramudbhava,
The code of words given here for the training of elephants
must bave been in use in  those days in Mabiirisira and
Guzerat, as is evident from words such as ¥R, Ak, w¥,



#to, but the code is different from the one that is now in
use either at Baroda or Kolbapur. The elephsui, though
naturally timid in disposition, is able to destroy men in war
if properly traived. The last leason received by ths elephant
is how to destroy men ( fofwh g warefw p. 176,81, 1194 ).
In this book uo less than five methods of catchiny elephants
are given. Oe of them is Viribandha, which oorresponds to
the well-known Kheddah operatious. A mention of this in
Manasollasa shows that the method was in vogue in those
days, but was afterwards forgotten, as may be seen from the
following lines of G. P, Sanderson in his * Thiricen Year
amon: the Wild Beaits of India pp. 101 aund 103,

“ Some of the Mabaraja’s mahouts who were amonyst
my following bad been accustomed to cateh wingle
elephants with trained females, and in  pitfalls, but
they had vever heard of any one attempting the cap-
ture of a whole herd. It wassaid that Ilyder bad
made a trial, a centnry before, in the Kakankote
jungles, but had failed, and bad recorded his opinion
that no one would ever suoceed and his carse upon any
one that attempted to do so, on a stone still standing
near the sceue of his endeavours, Consequently all
the true Mauseulmans who were with me regarded the
enterprise as hopeless, though they judiciously kept

that opinion to themsclves. "
(p- 101)

‘I was determined to make tho schems sucosed if
possible, not only from my love of adventare and
the nocoreity for excontivg what T had suggested to
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Government and undertaken to carry out, but froni
the desire to prove to several officers who considered
the schome to be the vision of a lunatic, that their
croskings were rather the utterauces of Bedlamites.
Pleasantries appeared in the Banyalore papers regar-
ding the probable effects the Kheddah operations would
have on the prioe of salt, which it was repressnted
was being laid in by me in large quantities for
application to the caudal appendages of any elephants

I bappened to meet with ”.
(p. 103)

The author Someévara mentions Wwig® elephant first.
This is the ouly kind of elephant which is described as com-
pletely white ( #Yr ). Modern writers on elephants say that
no such elephants are found:— i

“ [ bave never myself seen a really white one, nor
bave any of the experienced native bunters whom I

bave met ” x x x Regardiug the white elepbants of
which we read as forming the most oberished pos-

uﬁsof the King of Ava, I am unable to give any

in ation *.
Sanderson p. 83,

“ Qocasionaily s0 called white elephants are met with,
which ave really albinos, the dark pigment being
absent from a larger or smaller area of the skin; in
Barma and Siam such albinos being highly valued
and oousidered as sacred or royal animals »

{ Royal Natural Hiztory, by Lydekker Voi, Il, p. 529, )
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This kind of elephant may be Mrszramasizrafa men-
tioned on page 50, 4. 228. This is no  doubt anspiciens as i
leads to victory. But thisis not the white elepli ~ reeribed
by Someivara s megigm. The author followins jrevious
writers might have mentioned various things, of cose which

he never saw.

Two shert sub-adbyiyas viz: Nidbi and Diatuvada,
Rasiyana in this book ( pp. 29-61 and 6361 we exire
mely intevestin:.  Enviching the Government frooun S the
practice of alehemy 19 realy wstomsding Not oo erduoy
people were keen on alehemy but Ragas et Malacage alo

had rceourse to such methods.

Where pearls and vancis Kinds of gems are treated of,
their defects also are uot omitted, and mention 14 made
of the devastating results of posseasing  such defe tive peanls
and gems. On page 61 <1 420 Somesvary says that i
this Kali-age pearls auch os are fonud 1y oystor shells only
are avuilable. But he enumeratos ot aiberent soumvess of
pearls, some ultozether mythival  Tolbowing  porbiags the
tradition of previonsweiters In this comcetion b it pest
content with mentioning the sources only, bat also minutely
describes the kind of pearls producad from each source. e says
in one place (p. ¥1 sl 471) that the king sboull not wear
pearls  which weigh wore  than two Kolatjar  jequal to
60 Guirjis)

On page 79 things worth storing in « fort are men-
tioned. Tn “okus 531 to 555 the author deals with the necoasity

of keeping in stock stones and sand, serpents in earthon pots,
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and lions fixed to some convenient spot, aund in fact, . every-
thing that may cause havoc in an hostile army.

On page 80, Sloka 561, we see the author advising
kings not to liut faith in the army formed of enemies, men,
and not to allow them near his presence. He farther advises
that an army of this kind should always be put in the

front in the event of war.

While reforring to horses, Someévara uses the word
Yavanodbhita, by which are meant probably the Arabian horses,
It appears that in his time bLorses from Sind, Arabia and
the Kimboja countries were fumous. Awmong these the Arabian
horses have maintained their reputation even now. He seems
specially inclined towarls the elephants of the Kalinga forests
(wrfamrasna p. 136, <. 1194 ). Ho has also treated of the medi-
cines to be administered to horses and elephants. On page 86
and 87 the description of fever in elepbauts ete is worth noting.
There is no mention however of any medicine for fever in the

case of elephants,

In the Vasantarija Sakuna it is mentioned that there
are five jewels among the Sakunasi—

DA gam-gre- fopar- wegwfoganr q qasd
wags gfaawi: wqr dR  grAvATEE o
{ ndmfafasgm A1 3)

Ameng them tha Porale s the chiaf.  The iloka runas
thug: e
garsfats !trfgtﬂnlir'lai
saupfear wyfagpamwmg
'h‘imx{?n X X X X x
(op. cit. p. 98)
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All the five jewels aro treated in this book. Sukunas like
the Upadruti are also mentioned, It may be pointed out in
this conneotion that while giving the names of th: “varas of
Pingala we considered it safer to follow the Vasantarijs
Sikuna as all the different MSS have different and probably
inoorreot readings.

The chapters on polity give complete though succinot
information about the royal policy. The three Upiyas also
are briefly treated, but the fourth, viz. Danda is dwelt on at
greater length,

It treats of the Caturasra Kotacakra and many other things
dealing with ustrology. It shows Low the nrmy should stand
and how the kings, princes and other oflicers of the state
should be posted..In the end the author steiks of Courts of
Justice.

We take thia opportauity of recording our vordial
thanks and deep gratitude to His Exceiuency Sig Manuvsmai
N. Mzara Kt, CS,I, M.A,, LLB., Dewan Saheb of Baroda,
for the koen interest he takes in the Series, and for the kind
belp rendered to us by obtaining a loan of the three Bikaner
Darbar MSS on his personal responsibility. Qar thanke are
also due to the Bikaner Darbar for their courtesy in leuding
us thess MSS; to the Bhandarkar O)riental Research Institute,
Poona, for giving the loan of their MS; ard to Pandit L B.
Gandhi of our Library for nssistance rendered by him in
many directions, such aa oollating MSS, reading proofs, eto.

BARODA,
September 19, 1925, } G. K. SHRIGONDEKAR
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