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FOREWORD

THE present fourth volume completes the edition of
the “ Sangita Ratnakara’” of Sarngadeva with its two
main commentaries, the “ Sudhakara "’ of Sithhabhupala
and the ““ Kalanidhi” of Kallinatha. This last and im-
portant volume contains only one chapter, the seventh,
which deals exclusively with the technique and the art
of dancing. This is the most extensive available work
on dancing written after the ‘“ Abhinava Bharati,” the
great commentary of Abhinava Gupta on Bharata’s
“Niatya Sastra” which dates from the end of the 10th
century.

Sarngadeva lived about the middle of the 13th
century. Simhabhiipala wrote the first commentary
very shortly afterwards. Kallinatha wrote his * Kala-
nidhi” at the end of the 15th century. We have there-
fore here a survey of the art of dancing and the litera-
ture on the dance for more than two centuries in a
period where Hindu civilization was still extremely
brilliant.

The plan of the present chapter is not essentially
different from that of the well known ‘Abhinaya
Darpana ” of Nandikes'vara. It is however more exten-
sive and contains much additional information. On the
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other hand the treatment of most of the subjects is
more brief than in the “ Natya Sastra.”

About half of the introductory verses of this chapter
(up to verse 42) are common with the introductory
chapter of Nandikes'vara’s ** Abhinaya Darpana.” The
“ Abhinaya Darpana” itself mentions that these verses
are the teachings of older authorities.

Tdifi qRRETgARIN®I 3 741 | (Abh. Darp. 47.)

Since there seems no reason to doubt the antiquity
of the “ Abhinaya Darpana”, it appears that Sarnga-
deva borrowed them from this authoritative work unless
he had access to the sources of Nandikes'vara himself.

The whole chapter also draws most of its material
from the Nitya Sastra and its commentaries. A number
of passages are quoted almost verbatim, such as verses
78 to 89 on the basic positions of the hands correspond-
ing to Natya Sastra 9, 4-17. Even where Sarngadeva
appears to have reshaped the definitions, he did not
introduce any new element and the substance of the
whole chapter is strictly traditional.

The verses of the Sangita Ratnakara were in turn
reproduced in most of the later works. I have noted
important borrowings in the * Sangita Saroddhara,”
the “ Rasa Kaumudi,” the ‘ Abhinava Bharata Sira
Sangraha,” etc.

The editing of the text of this volume, like that of
the previous ones, is the remarkable work of a renowned
scholar, Pandita Subrahmapya Sastri, who had just
completed it before hisdeath. Mr. Ramachandra Sarma,
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who is on the staff of the library, and had worked on this
text under the direction of Pandita Subrahmanya S'astri,
has seen the manuscript through the press. Dr. G.
Srinivasa Murti, the Adviser and former Director of
the Library, has also helped the Editors with valuable
suggestions. On behalf of the Adyar Library I express
here our indebtness to Mr. Ramachandra Sarma,
Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, and the Vasanta Press.

December, 1953 ALAIN DANIELOU
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