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9. Form nouns from the following words s— dusty,
sunny, noisy, shady.

3. Quote from memory the second and the last stanzas.

Trying to Please Everybody

dismounted  laughter donkey  trudging
comfortably remarked disgust beside

direction common opposite roared

Once & washerman wanted to sell his
ass. One morning he and his son set out
for the market. The father rode upon the
ass, while the youth walked beside him.
By and by a woman saw them and said,
“A fine father indeed ! You are riding,
while your poor son is walking! You

ought to walk yourself and left your son
ride.”

At this the father got down and asked
hig son to get upon the donkey.
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They had not gone far when a friend
of the washerman was passing by. He
remarked, “A nice son! You are riding
comfortably on the donkey while your
old father is trudging along ! You ought to
be ashamed of yourself,” Hearing this,

the youth dismounted.

“Let us both walk,” said the father.
So they began to walk.

After some time they passed two men
going in the opposite direction. One of
them said to the other, “These fellows
have little common sense. They are
walking when they have got a beast
strong®nough to carry both of them !”

At this both the father and the son
mounted the donkey. They were getting
along comfortably, when some travellers
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FOREWORD

Prince Dara Shukoh, the eldest son and heir-
Apparent of the Fmperor Shah Jahan, is a unique
figure in the Mughal imperial family. He is chiefly
remembered for his tragic end, but few people
realise that the tragedy lay not so much in his death
as in his life. The Mughal princes who followed
Akbar belonged to a set type. Valiant, debauched
and luxurious, they excelled in fighting and drink-
ing, and very often in both. The imperial throne
was their only objective and pomp and power their
sole aim in life. They divided their time between
camp and harem, and wine and women formed their
chief diversions from the exertions of warfare.
They cared very little for knowledge and still less
for any higher intellectual pursuits. They moved
in a narrow groove and lacked all liberal ideas or
noble statesmanship. ‘The pleasures of the flesh
alone made any appeal to their animal instincts and
they never bothered about any higher spiritual life
of which man is capable.

Into this world was born a mystic philosopher,
a devotee of knowledge and seeker after spiritual
truths. Save his accident of birth he had no other
qualifications for the exalted Peacock-throne with
which a cruel mocking fate ever tantalised him.
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Had Dara Shukoh been born in an ordinary house-
hold, he might have lived and died a pious saint,
nay, might have even made his mark as one of those
spiritual guides of Medieval India who preached the
universal religion of love and human fellowship.
An exalted soul, a noble heart, a liberal mind, a
freshness of outlook, a lofty idealism, and an in-
exhaustible thirst for knowledge—these were the
uncommon gifts with which nature endowed him.
They would have elevated him to almost any height,
save the one to which a cruel tempting fate ever
allured him as his natural destiny. Herein lies the
greatest tragedy of Dara’s life. He had aptitude for
a higher spiritual life, but he had to spend his days
amid the sordid materialism of the Mughal palace.
His special qualities of head and heart were meant
for the ennobling of mankind, but he was called
upon to use them for gaining a royal throne. It
is the old familiar tale of a square peg in a round
hole. He had the ladder for heaven, but used it for
the Peacock throne.

Few historical figures present such a grim
tragedy. The very noble qualities of Dara proved
his ruin. Had his pursuits been less intellectual
and aims less spiritual, he might have been more
successful in his enterprise. Had he studied less of
philosophy and more of military science, had he
devoted to administration and warfare the time he
spent in translating the Upanishads and writing
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Majuma-ul-Baharain, had nature instilled in him
more of worldly cunning and less of mystic
spiritualism, he might have perhaps proved victori-
ous in the struggle for succession. But so long as
man does not radically alter his estimate of moral
values few will regret the choice that nature made
in the equipment of Dara Shukoh.

The life of such a man is an eminently fit
subject for study both by the philosopher and by
the historian. While the tragic end of Dara has
always made a profound appeal to many, few people
have shown any real appreciation of his greatness
and sterling merit. To Dr. Qanungo belongs the
credit of making a serious effort not only to unravel
the real man before our eyes, but also to explain
the significance of his life and mission. His great
mission in life, as the following pages will prove,
was the promotion of peace and concord between
the followers of Hinduism and Islam. ‘It is hardly
an exaggeration to say’’, remarks Dr. Qanungo,
“that any one who intends to take up the solution
of religious peace in India must begin the work
where Dara Shukoh had left it and proceed on the
path chalked out by that prince.” Unfortunately
that path was not followed by any other Mughal
prince. The truth is that Dara typified a spirit
which vanished with him. As the author of the
following pages has very truly observed, the defeat
of Dara ‘‘saw the definite close of the most brilliant
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epoch of the medieval history of India which is
aptly called the Age of Akbar—the age of nationalism
in politics and culture, the era of Revival of Letters
and Fine Art.”

Dara dreamt of a new enlightened age for India
of which the foundation was laid by Akbar, and
his failure was a mnational loss. His dreams, it is
true, came to nothing. But even such dreams have
their value, and if we properly adjust the moral
values, the dreamer may not suffer in comparison
with his more realistic and successful rival whose
long and apparently triumphant career shattered the
great fabric of the Mughal empire. Judged by
ordinary standards Aurangzib was a great success,
and Dara a hopeless failure ; but to those whose
visions transcend the ordinary limitations imposed
by worldly conventions, and catch a glimpse of
ultimate reality, the position may be exactly the
reverse. To them the following pages would make
an absorbing appeal, and the very Ilucid and
sympathetic delineation of Dara’s character by the
gifted author would be a study of abiding interest
to all.

R. C. MAJUMDAR.
Ramna, Dacea,

27th December, 1934.



PREFACE.

I owE an apology as well as an explanation to
my readers who have been expecting the second
volume of my History of the Jats, and not a
biography of Prince Dara Shukoh. After the publi-
cation of the first volume of the History of the Jats,
Sir Jadunath Sarkar suggested to me the idea of a
monograph on Dara, for which he had discovered
some new materials in the Jaipur Darbar archives.
This biography of Dara was originally intended to
form a modest volume of 200 pages to be written
in twelve months. Accordingly 1 took up the study
of the tragic career of the Philosopher-Prince as
a diversion from the tale of war and woe of
eighteenth century India. But as I proceeded study-
ing things in and around the subject, what was
honestly meant to be a diversion became almost a
passion, and the result has run to about 8oo pages
in two volumes of which the first is now offered to
the public.

In my study of Dara Shukoh I took my clue
from the great historian William Irvine, who wrote
to Sir Jadunath in August, 1005: ‘I suppose man
has still enough of the brute in him to have remained
a fighting animal, and the drum and trumpet school
of history seems as popular as ever. .. ... The
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losing side (e.g., Dara Shukoh’s) always gets scanty
justice in histories.”” ‘The publication of a very
learned article, Les Entretiens de Lahcre by Huart
and Massignon in the Journal Asiatique (Oct.-Dec.,
1926) came as a great stimulus, and gave a new turn
to my study. I found therein an echo of my senti-
ment that some writers have wrongly inferred ‘‘the
social barrenness of Dara’s work from his political
defeat.”

It also suggested to me a fresh line of research
in the history of the evolution of Indian religious
thought, of which the life and writings of Dara
Shukoh form an important chapter. With these
French savants I feel that at this moment when the
unity of India depends on a new attempt at the
mutual comprehension of the two spiritual elements
(Hinduism and Islam), attention can legitiinately be
paid to the figure of Dara Shukoh, who attempted
in the seventeenth century what Kabir and Akbar
had done before him in the fifteenth and the sixteenth
respectively, or what Rajah Ram Mohan Roy did
in the nineteenth.

Dara and Aurangzib represent the two sides of
Shah Jahan’s character, as well as the two phases
of his glorious reign. Dara is the central figure of
a great religious and literary movement for the
adaptation of Islam to the spiritual traditions of
India. His spiritual search took him to the field of
theosophical research. He attempted to bridge the
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gulf between Hinduism and Islam not for the com-
monalty of the two creeds but only for the ‘‘elect”
of the two communities. He started with the pro-
position that there must be a common source of all
revealed Scriptures, as the Quran refers to a Umm-
ul-kitab. Dara set himself to the task of discovering
this lost Book with the zeal and confidence of Sir
Galahad in search of the Holy Grail, and having
crossed the bourne of Islam, he lighted upon the
Upanishads as that very Book hidden from profane
eves.

As regards the study of the political career of
Dara Shukoh, I worked on the same materials and
traversed the same ground as Sir Jadunath had done
in his History of Aurangzib, vols. i and ii, with the
idea of arriving at reasoned conclusions indepen-
dently. The result has been very disappointing
and sadly disproportionate to the time spent on it.
Sometimes the strenuous labour of several months
on the voluminous records on the War of Succession
has been altogether fruitless of any new discovery, as
the learned historian of Aurangzib has not left for
his successors a single important fact or dramatic
touch unappropriated by himself, except some dry
strings of insignificant proper names or irritating de-
tails, which I too have passed over without notice. I
had an advantage over Sir Jadunath on one point,
namely, the Jaipur letters, particularly those on Su-
laiman’s campaign against Shuja. Though some of
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these letters were noticed by him in the second edition
of the first two volumes of his History of Aurangzib,
he left them to me for a fuller use in writing that
particular chapter of the War of Succession in a
new light. T have been able to treat in detail Dara
Shukoh’s siege of Qandahar by utilising an anonym-
ous contemporary account of that siege (Lataif-ul-
akhbar) by an eye-witness. The Qandahar campaign
was a crucial test of Dara’s character and ability,
and marked a crisis in his carcer ; hence, the justifi-
cation of my treatment of it in a scparate chapter,
perhaps the longest in the book. Where original
records threw no new light on the War of Succession,
I had to content myself with brief summaries from
Sarkar's History of Aurangzib. As truth and reason
must overrule sentiment, however strong and dear,
I had to accept in general the views of Sir Jadunath
on the career and character of Dara as a soldier and
a politician. In doing so, I am not without mis-
givings that my readers will perhaps hold that the
pupil of the historian of Aurangzib has murdered
poor Dara Shukoh a second time.

In this volume of Dara Shukoh, the reader will
come across references to a vol. II, which is not yet
before him. That volume, containing the literary
and political correspondence of Dara Shukoh and
some extracts from his Sirr-ul-Asrar, is also in the
press. The present volume has been made complete
in itself for the use of students and the general
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public by the inclusion of some chapters which were
originally planned to form part of vol. II.

My indebtedness to Sir Jadunath is only too
obvious. Without the support and encouragement
of Dr. R. C. Mazumdar, the Head of the Department
of History at the Dacca University where I serve,
it would hardly have been possible for me to bring
this work to a conclusion. My sincere thanks are
due to Mr. Fida Ali Khan, M.A., Head of the
Department of Persian and Dean of the Faculty of
Arts, Dacca University, and to Hakim Habib-ur-
Rahman Sahib of Dacca for placing their private
collections of Mss. at my disposal for use, and also
permitting me to publish some important letters of
Dara in their possession. My friend Dr. Jogindranath
Chaudhuri, M.A., Ph.D., has kindly helped me in
reading the proofs of this volume, for which I offer
him my warmest thanks.

K. R. Q.
January, 1935.
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Emperor accompanied by great nobles
went to see the child, and took his meal
in Dara’s house. She died a few months
afterwards, on the day of Id-ul-fitr (21st
March 1634). Dara who was then travel-
ling with the Court to Lahor got high fever
and heart-trouble owing to grief and
mental depression. The Emperor was so
alarmed that he sent for Hakim Wazir
Khan from Lahor, and in grave concern
ordered Dara’s tent to be pitched close to
his own, so that Jahanara Begam might
tend him. Shah Jahan went to see him
several times, and distributed large sums
to the faqirs and the destitute. (Pad. 1. B.
3, 9, 10).

2. Sulaiman Shukoh, born on Friday morming,
27th Ramzan, 1044 (March 6, 1635), at the
village of Sultanpur, during a journey with
the Court from Delhi to Agra. The cele-
bration of the birth-ceremony took place at
the latter city. The Emperor with all the
nobles down to the grade of Hazari was
magnificently entertained at Dara’s mansion.

(Pad. 1. B. 73-74, 84-85).

3. Mihir Shukoh, borm on Wednesday, 2nd
Rabi-ul-awwal, 1048 (July 4, 1638) ; died on
the 9th of the next month. (Pad. ii. 101,
104).
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4. Pak-nihad Banu Begam, born on 29th Jamadi-
ul-awwal 1051, August 26, 1641. (Pad. ii.
245),

5. Mumtaz Shukoh,! born on the last day of
Jamadi-ul-awwal 1053=6th August, 1643
(Pad. ii. 337), died possibly in the month
of Zilgada, 1058.

6. Sipihr Shukoh, born on Thursday, 11th Shaban,
1054=0October 3, 1644. (Pad. ii. 388).
Shah Jahan visited Dara’s house after the
birth of every grand-child of his and gave,
on each occasion, two lakhs of Rupees in
cash for the birthday celebration,

7. Jahanzeb Banu.

8. Amal-un-nisa.

It is rather strange that the Court-histories of
Shah Jahan do not mention the birth of any child
to Dara from 1645 to his death (1658). Two
daughters of Dara seem to have survived their
father. In the Kalimat-i-Aurangzib, a daughter of
Dara, Amal-un-nisa Begam, is twice mentioned as
an object of Aurangzib's special care. She received
certain ornaments as presents from that Emperor
(Sarkar MS., 92, 10l). Manucci mentions a little
daughter of Dara, called by her pet name Jani

1 Waris mentions the death of a child of Dara at the age
of four years and 9 months in the month of Zilgada, 1058.
This child, whose name is not mentioned, cannot be Pak-
nihad Banu, who was at this date, 6 years and 9 months old.
So evidently Mumtaz is meant.
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Begam, [official name Jahanzeb Banu], who was
brought up by Jahanara and married to Muhammad
Azam, son of Aurangzib [in 1668.] This daughter
of Dara cannot be the same as Pak-nihad Banu who
was |2 years older than Muhammad Azam.
Amal-un-nisa and Jani Begam were not apparently
the same person. These were certainly bomn after

Sipihr Shukoh.



CHAPTER III

RANK AND OFFICES HELD BY DARA
SHUKOH. HIS EARLY COMMANDS

SecTiON 1.—RANK IN THE MUGHAL PEERAGE

According to the convention of the
‘Mughal Court none could have any locus
Standi in the State except as a member of
the official nobility. The Mughal Peerage
included the ‘“noblesse of the sword” as
well as “the noblesse of the robe”; the
soldier and the physician, the poet and
the painter, the theologian and the
eunuch were equally entitled to this
honour in the guise of Army Officers
(mansabdars).

Prince Dara received his first mansab,
12000 zat and 6000 sawar, on the occasion
of the Emperor’s lunar birthday, Satur-
day 5th October, 1633 (11th Rabi-us-sani,
1043 H.; Pad. 1. A. 541). On this day the
sarkar of Hissar (in the Panjab), which
was the Dauphiny of the House of Babar,
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—was assigned as the fief of the Prince.
The choice was not accidental, but made
deliberately to proclaim the eldest Prince
as the Heir Designate to the Throne.

The promotion of Dara was rapid and
high, beating all previous records of the
family. Several lifts raised his rank in
five years to 20,000 zat and 10,000 sawar.
After this his zat stood fixed for about ten
years; nevertheless, promotion continued
in the form of increments to his sawar
contingent, and conversion to do-aspah,
seh-aspah. Dara got a lift of 10,000 zat?
in April 1648, and eight years after
another 10,000 zat in January 1656. By
this time Dara’s command was bigger
than those of Shuja and Aurangzib com-
bined. Though younger, the energetic
and brave Aurangzib had overtaken the
indolent Shuja; but the policy and affec-
tion of Shah Jahan raised Dara beyond
the sphere of competition. Just before
his fateful illness the Emperor raised
Dara’s rank to 50,000 zat, and after his
partial recovery, when the War of Succes-
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sion loomed larger in the horizon, he
bestowed on Dara “in recognition of his
 filial piety and tender nursing during the
illness”, an extraordinary rank of 60,000
zat and 40,000 sawar, of which 30,000 was
do-aspah, seh-aspah.

SECTION 2.—VICEROYALTIES OF DARA

1. Allahabad :

Dara was appointed subahdar of the
province of Allahabad, vice Shaista Khan,
with the additional charge of two imperial
forts, Chunar and Rohtas, on the 15th
June, 1645. As the Prince was at this
time travelling with the Court in
Kashmir, Baqi Beg, the chief eunuch of
the harem of Dara, was nominated his
deputy to these territories (Pad. ii. 444).
Baqi Beg and other deputies successfully
administered this province on behalf of
the absentee Viceroy for twelve years.
Dara visited it only once (1656-1657), and
completed at Benares his monumental
work Sirr-ul-asrar (also known as Sirr-i-
akbar), a translation of 50 Upanishads, on
1st July, 1657. Allahabad had no poli-
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tical and economic interest for the Prince,
who prized it only as the abode of Hindu
learning, and of a Sufi mystic, Shaikh
Mubhibb-ullah Allahabadi.

2. The Panjab:

About two years after (March 1647)
the subah of the Panjab was added to the
viceroyalty of Dara. As it became at this
time the base of supplies to the imperial
army fighting in Balkh under Aurangzib,
Dara had to reside at the head-quarters of
his new province for about a year. This
province continued in the uninterrupted
possession of Dara till he was chased out
of it by the army of Aurangzib. Though
generally left to the management of his
deputies, Lahor received the greatest
attention of the Prince and nowhere was
his rule better appreciated. He gained
great popularity through the interest he
took in the welfare of the city, which he
improved by the construction of numer-
ous chauks or market-places. His name
is still held in affectionate remembrance
at Lahor; and the costly Badshahi mosque.
erected at Lahor by Aurangzib has ever
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been held in disrepute because it was
built from the “spoils of blood. ..

Lahor had a peculiar sanctity for
Dara as the famous saint, Mian Meer
had lived and died here. He became
acquainted with the saint in 1634 A.D.
During his viceroyalty Dara built a
beautiful mausoleum over the tomb of the
saint, which afterwards sheltered the last
remains of his beloved consort Nadira
Banu Begam.

3. Gujrat:

This subah was granted to Dara in
1649, who transferred Baqi Beg® (now
created Bahadur Khan) from Allahabad
to Gujrat in order to settle the affairs of
‘the new province. Dara never visited

1 This mosque was turned into a magazine by the Sikhs
and only restored by the English to the Musalmans, who
however shunned it as an Akeldama. (Lahor Gaz. 1883, p. 24
and 176.) The mausoleum of Mian Meer lies near the Lahor
East (Cantonment) Station; it is a building of white marble
and Agra sandstone with a mosque in the courtyard (ibid.,
p,‘ 166.) Manucci mentions the building of this mausoleum
by Dara.
‘ 2 Bahadur Khan (Bagi Beg), biogrnp}ucal sketch in Maasir-
ul—umcra, i. 444-447.
K
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Gujrat and was relieved of its charge in
July 1652.

4 & 5. Multan and Kabul:

In July 1652 A.D. a redistribution of
provinces became necessary when Dara
assumed the command of the Qandahar
expedition- after Aurangzib had twice
failed to recapture that fort from the
Persians. Dara was relieved of the charge
of Gujrat (17th Shaban, 1062=14th July
1652), being given in exchange Multan
and Kabul; Aurangzib, who had to resign
Multan to Dara, got the four subahs of
the Deccan.! The subah of Bihar, which
was coveted by Prince Shuja, viceroy of
Bengal and Orissa for a long time, was
granted to Dara on 20th December 1657,
when the civil war had well-nigh broken
out. Dara played the absentee Viceroy
both in Multan and Kabul. After his
retreat from Qandahar in 1653 A.D,

1 Redistribution of the provinces on 17th Shaban, 1062=
July 14, 1652. (Waris, 66a). Gujrat was given to Shaista
Khan, who was replaced by Murad Bakhsh in that subah
in March, 1654 (Waris, 85a.).
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Sulaiman Shukoh accompanied him to
Delhi, leaving Kabul in charge of Bahadur
Khan (Baqi Beg). In Multan Muhammad
Ali Khan was replaced a year afterwards
by Sayyid Izzat Khan. In January 1657
Rustam Khan Bahadur Firuz Jang was
appointed to Kabul, vice Bahadur Khan
(Baqi Beg)t who was transferred to
Lahor. When the civil war broke out,
Baqi Beg was sent as the guardian of
young Sulaiman Shukoh during his cam-
paign against Shuja; his place in Lahor
was filled by Sayyid Izzat Khan (Abdur
Razzaq Gilani).?
SECTION 3.—SERVICES AND EMOLUMENTS OF
DARA SHUKOH ‘

The career of Dara as a soldier and
administrator was extremely uneventful.
During his official career he commanded
three military expeditions against the
Persians, and of these two were almost
holiday parades without any enemy to
encounter, but in the third Fortune

1 Waris MS. 66b; Khafi Khan, ii. 713.
2 A biographical notice of Sayyid lzzat Khan (Maasir-ul-
umara, ii. 475.)
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deserted him sadly. He was only an
absentee Viceroy of several provinces,
which were ruled in his name by subor-
dinates nominated by the Emperor. The
Crown Prince was reared up like a green-
house plant carefully shielded from
dangers and disappointments, and watered
by the perennial spring of Shah Jahan’s
affection.

Though his services were meagre, his
emoluments were rich. His military rank
alone entitled him to a salary of two
crores and seventy-five thousand Rupees
a year. Besides his own extensive fiefs
in Kashmir, Kangra and the Panjab, he
was granted all the jagirs of the great
minister Sadullah Khan (April 1656). He
also held two rich sinecures, viz.,, the
Faujdarship of Kaul (Aligarh) and the
Rahdari (guardianship) of the region
between Delhi and Agra with a total in-
come of 224 lakhs of Rupees. Shah Jahan
placed at the disposal of Dara splendid,
resources, military and financial, without
giving him any opportunities for develop-
ing the practical ability to utilize them.
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SEC. 4.—FIRST EXPEDITION AGAINST THE PERSIANS

Since 1522 A.D. the province of
Qandahar had been a debatable ground
between the Timurides and the Safavis
for 125 years, during which it changed
hands several times. It came twice as a
windfall to the Mughal Emperors, but
slipped as often through their voluptuous
grasp. Shah Tahmasp conquered it
"during the minority of Akbar, but
Muzaffar Husain Mirza betrayed it into
the hands of that Emnperor in 1596 and
entered Mughal service. Shah Abbas I
wrested it from Jahangir in 1623, but
fifteen years later Ali Mardan Khan, the
Persian governor of Qandahar, made it
over to the Mughals and fled to the Court
of Shah Jahan from .the wrath of his
tyrannical master (February, 1638).

Shah Jahan made vigorous efforts to
consolidate this gain of chance, and con-
quered Bust and Zamin Dawar, the two
dependencies of Qandahar. He spent
eight lakhs of Rupees in strengthening the
fortifications of these forts, and constituted
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a new province, the subah of Qandahar,
which also included the tribal territories
to the west of Dera Ghazi Khan and Dera
Ismail Khan—yielding a revenue of fifteen
lakhs of Rupees (six crores of Dams).
Mortified at the loss of Qandahar,
Shah Safi, as Abdul Hamid tauntingly
remarks, “could neither enjoy rest by day
nor have any sleep at night (roz be-tab u
shab be-khwab).” But in truth his own
sovereign, distressed by the constant fear
of losing the insecure gain of chance, fared
hardly better. The characteristic feature
of the Indian foreign policy during the
16th and 17th centuries had been the
diplomatic isolation of heretical Persia by
a coalition of the Sunni rulers of
Hindustan, Turkey, and Transoxiana.
Shah Jahan maintained a close alliance
with Sultan Murad the Fourth of Turkey,
who had also designs upon the Persian
Iraq. He humoured Nazar Muhammad
Khan of Balkh and the Uzbeg chiefs with
occasional exchange of friendly messages
and gifts; the latter were, however, dis-
trustful at heart because the Timurides
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never altogether gave up their pretensions
to Balkh, Badakhshan and Samarqand.
In spite of these warlike and diplomatic
measures, the Persian nightmare did not
cease to haunt the dreams of Shah Jahan.

In the beginning of the year 1639, the
Persians were reported meditating an
attack on Qandahar. The Crown Prince,
who had not hitherto Reen any active
service, was eager to win his spurs in a
campaign against the Persians. Accord-
ingly he was given leave at Lahor with
great solemnity on February 8th, 1639
(14th Shawwal, 1048 H).!

The apprehension of Persian hostility
seemed to have died down about this time,
as the slow and leisurely march of the
Indian army to Kabul—which was
reached only on 18th May—indicates.
After a fortnight’s rest at that city, Dara

1 First expedition :~Dara starts for Qandahar, Pad. ii. 140;
the Mughal army reaches Kabul, 25th Muharram, 1049 H.,
ibid., p. 147; Dara goes to Ghazni, 17th Safar, 1049 H., ibid.,
'150; returns to Kabul, 18th Rabi-ul-awwal, 1049, ibid. 151;
homeward march, 15th August 1639 (25th Rabi-us-sani; ibid.
156); meets the Emperor at Lahor, October 9, 1639 (21st
Jemadi-us-sani, 1049, ibid. 163.)



QANDAHAR MENACED 31

was ordered to Ghazni with his contin-
gent and Qilich Khan to Qandahar for
watching the movements of the Persians.
In truth, Shah Safi was at this time in the
grip of a serious struggle with Sultan
Murad IV of Constantinople, who had
invaded the Persian Iraq and captured
Baghdad. The Mughal Prince was re-
called to Kabul in the first week of July,
1639.

SECTION 5.—SECOND EXPEDITION OF DARA TOWARDS
QANDAHAR

The Persian menace became a reality
when Sultan Murad IV died and the Turks
were rapidly expelled from their recent
conquests in Iraq and Armenia (1640-
1641). Relieved of the fear of the Turks
and flushed with his recent victories in
the west, the Persian King diverted the
whole warlike resources of his kingdom
towards Qandahar. He sent in advance
his Commander-in-Chief Rustam Khan
Gurji with a powerful army, having in-
structed him to halt at Nishapur, the
capital of Khurasan, till his own arrival.
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This 'news caused a great stir in the
Mughal Court at Lahor. Distinguished
officers were hastily recalled from pro-
vincial governments, and the Rajput chiefs
hurried to the Panjab at the head of their
contingents. The supreme command of
the army was given to Prince Dara (10th
April, 1642), and Said Khan Jahan,
Rustam Khan Bahadur, Rajah Jai Singh,
Rajah Jaswant Singh and other veterans
were placed on his staff.

Said Khan Bahadur, subahdar of
Multan, and several officers of the Kabul
army were ordered to reinforce Dara. The
Crown Prince again led a magnificent
army across the Indus, but the Persian
King never reached Nishapur, having
ended his life’s journey at Kashan in
May 1642.

This was rather a cruel disappoint-
ment to Dara, who was reluctant to turn
back without encountering the enemy.
He proposed to force a war on the Persians
by attacking Sistan, Farah and Herat and
thus relieve Qandahar of the constant
Persian menace. Shah Jahan with greater



DARA SHUKOH

CHAPTER 1
BOYHOOD AND EDUCATION

Section |.—BIRTH anD BoyHooD

The city of Ajmir assumed an
unusually brilliant and gay appearance
during the spring of the year 1615. The
spiritual quiet of the place was broken by
the din and bustle of a jubilant Court.
The occasion was the successful close of
the Mewar campaign and the return of
the victorious Prince Khurram with the
grandson of Rana Pratap in his train.
About a month after, Mumtaz Mahal gave
birth to her third child and first son, at
Ajmir in the night of Monday, 20th
March 1615 (29th Safar, 1024 A.-H.). The
Emperor Jahangir gave to this heir to his
favourite son the name of Muhammad
Dara Shukoh, in whom not a few recog-
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nized the Heir-Presumptive to the
Throne.!! The fortunate new-comer was
hailed as “the Prime Rose of the Empire”
(Gul-i-awwalin-i-gulistan-i-Shahi — which
gives the year of his birth). Roses enough
and in rapid succession indeed blessed the
wedlock of Shah Jahan and Mumtaz. Of
their fourteen children, two daughters and
four sons were destined to play their parts
in one of the saddest tragedies of History.

When Dara was about two years old,
his father was appointed Viceroy of the
Deccan. There too Khurram’s arms and
diplomacy achieved conspicuous success.
But the jealousy and plots of the fair
Empress Nur Jahan drove him into rebel-
lion in 1623. For two years in the dreary
South and through the wilds of Telingana,
in Bengal and Bihar, Shah Jahan suffered
terrible privations which were cheerfully
shared by Mumtaz and her children. At
last, worn out by the relentless chase of

1 Padshah-nama, i. 391; Amal-i-Salih adds “after 12 gharis
and 42 pals of the night had passed”. For festivities etc.,
see Amal-i-Salih (a secondary source), pp. 92-94. A list of
Shah Jahan's children, vide Appendix.
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Nur Jahan’s fury, he sought peace with
his father, consenting to send Dara and
Aurangzib as his hostages to the Court.
The two princes left the Deccan for Lahor
towards the close of the winter of 1625.
Dara and Aurangzib met the Emperor
at some stage between Attock and Rohtas
(near Rawalpindi), on his return journey
from the Afghan country. Having now
in her custody the three sons of Shah
Jahan—for Shuja the most beloved of his
grandchildren was already with Jahangir
—Nur Jahan began to conspire more
confidently to set aside the succession of
that Prince. But before her plots could
mature Jahangir breathed his last in the
Rajaur territory, on Sunday, 29th October,
1627 (28th Safar, 1037 AH)). = ‘
Shah Jahan formally crowned him-
self at Agra on February 4, 1628 (8th
Jamadi-us-sani 1037 A.H.)! and about
three weeks later the princes were

1 Coronation of Shah Jahan, Pad. 1. A. 87-98; arrival of
the princes, ibid, 177; Amal-i-Salih, 225-231. An interesting
notice of the arrival of princes, W. Foster's English Factories
(1623-1629), p. 247.
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brought to the Court by their maternal
grandfather Asaf Khan. They reached
Akbar’s mausoleum at Sikandra on
February 26, and were ordered to halt
there for the night. In the afternoon
Mumtaz Mahal snatched a visit to her
sons in a tent set up for her reception,
midway between Agra and Sikandra.
Next day, Dara made his salutation to the
Throne in a public darbar, offering the
customary nazar and nisar (money to be
scattered over the Emperor’s head to take
off evil influences). He was granted a
daiiy allowance of one thousand Rupees,
besides two lakhs of Rupees in cash, as
his share of the royal bounty at the
coronation.

SectioN 2.—EbpucaTion

To the Court-historian of Shah Jahan
“going to school” (ba maktab raftan)
meant no more than a bare mention of
the name of the tutor. The Padshah-
nama tells us that Dara’s tutor was
Mulla Abdul Latif Sultanpuri! The

1Pad. 1. B. 344.345.
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primary and secondary courses of Dara’s
study seem to have been of the same
stereotyped character as those of an
average Mughal prince,—who was usually
taught the Quran, the standard works of
Persian poetry, and the history of Timur.
Great attention was paid to calligraphy
and the cultivation of a graceful epistolary
style for which Abul Fazl, at once the
model and despair of the age, was recom-
mended. An apt pupil, Dara learnt all
that Abdul Latif could teach, developed
scholarly habits, and above all imbibed his
master's predilection for the maaqulat,
i.e., speculative sciences. The famous
calligraphist Abdur Rashid Dailemi! is
said to have been one of the instructors of
Dara. He wrote a clear and elegant hand,
which was a close copy of his father’s. as
the autographs of Shah Jahan and Dara

1 Among the exhibits at the Exhibition in connection with
the Nagpur Session of the Indian Historical Records Commis-
sion, 1928, a specimen of the calligraphy of Abdur Rashid
Dailemi was shown (Collection of A. Ghosh, 42, Shambazar
Street, Calcutta). | have seen another specimen in a private
album of Hakim Habib-ur-Rahaman, Chok, Dacca. Opinions
differ whether Abdur Rashid was a tutor of Dara.
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preserved in some MSS. of the Oriental
Public Library of Patna and elsewhere
show. He read much Persian poetry; but
Firdausi and Sadi had far less interest for
him than Rumi and Jami. Unlike his
father, history had neither lesson nor
inspiration for him. If Shah Jahan
admired Alexander the Great, Dara pre-
ferred Aristotle and Plato. The miracles
of saints entertained him far more than
the exploits of warlike heroes.

Dara Shukoh remained a lifelong
student with an unbalanced passion for
study and speculation. His mind had a
mystic bent and he sought allegory where
others had found stern facts. He studied
the Quran and the Hadis with the assi-
duity and the pre-possession of a theorist
eager to prove a thesis. In his Quranic
studies he rejected the commentaries of
the early Fathers of the orthodox school,
and hated Arabicism as productive of
intolerance and intellectual sterility. He
shunned the jurists and never cared to
study Islamic Jurisprudence. Shah Jahan
wished to train up the Crown Prince in



DARA’S LIBERAL VIEWS 7

the duties of government under his own
eyes and always kept him at Court. But
Dara lacked the capacity to study men
and things at first-hand, and though
brought up at Court, could never judge a
courtier aright.

The youthful Prince found himself at
the cross-ways in the very beginning of
his career. Since the death of Akbar the
forces of reaction in the empire had been
gathering strength beneath the calm sur-
face of the ebbing Liberalism. Dara was
deceived by appearances, and Shah Jahan
had not possibly warned him of the
dangers ahead. If any one should truly
inherit the empire of Akbar it must be
done with Akbar’s policy and idealism;
so did the Prince think. The mantle of
Akbar thus fell on him; but it proved
Ajax’s burden upon less sturdy shoulders.
Dara realized the futility of evolving a
new religion, unintelligible and unaccept-
able to Hindus and Musalmans alike.
He could never think of straying out-
side the fold of Islam to embrace
humanity in love and amity; in the very
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heart of Islam he would seek a common
platform for the warring creeds. He
resolved to retain in full his allegiance to
Muhammad, and yet be a catholic-hearted
promoter of unity and peace reconciling
Islam to the spirit of progress, culture and
civilization of the world at large. The
esoteric path of Islam was taken up by
him, and he devoted his ample leisure to
theosophical studies. He read in transla-
tion the Jewish, Christian, and Brahmani-
cal scriptures in the course of his investi-
gation about the doctrine of Taeuhid or
Divine Pantheism.

He patronized Sanskrit scholars,
translated the Bhagavad Gita, and 50
Upanishads with their help, mastered
Hindi, and wrote hymns in this popular
vernacular. In short, he focussed in him-
self all the liberal influences of the age,
and was looked upon by the Hindus as a
re-incarnation of the spirit of Akbar. To
posterity the name of Dara Shukoh
became a byword for a man learned in
philosophic lore.



DEATH OF MUMTAZ MAHAL . 9

SECTION 3.—BETROTHAL AND BEREAVEMENT

About two years after Shah Jahan’s
accession to the throne, the renowned
general Khan Jahan Lodi, a commander
of 7,000 horse, rose in rebellion and fled
to the South. As he threatened to league
himself with the ruler of Bijapur, Shah
Jahan marched to the Deccan in the
month of December 1629. Dara also
travelled with the imperial camp, but did
not take part in any action. While the
Emperor was touring through Khandesh,
Mumtaz Mahal proposed a match between
the Crown Prince and the daughter of the
deceased Prince. Sultan Parvez. Shah
Jahan heartily entered into the project
and issued orders to make preparations
for the marriage on a most magnificent
scale but the queen suddenly died at
Burhanpur in the night of 7th June, 1631
(17th Zilqada, 1040 A.H.) after giving
birth to a daughter, Gauharara Begam.
After an absence of about 2} years the
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Emperor! returned to the capital (June 9,
1632). \

APPENDIX
CHILDREN OF SHAH JAHAN AND MuMTAZ MaAHAL

(Padshah-nama, Vol. I. A., 391-393).

I. Hur-un-NisaA—Saturday, 8th Safar, 1022 A. H.
born at Agra ; died after 3 years and one
month at Ajmir on Wednesday, 24th Rabi-
us-sani, 1025 A. H. (b. 20th March, 1613 ;
d. Ist May, 1616).

2. JaHANARA BeEcam—21st Safar, 1023 H. (Wednes-
day 23rd March 1614) born at the village of
Heeni during the Mewar campaign.

3. DarA SHUKOH—Monday night, 29th Safar, 1024
H. born at Ajmir (20th March 1615).

4. SHAH SHUJA—Sunday night, 18th Jamadi-ul-
akhir, 1025 A. H. at Ajmir (23rd June 1616).

5. RausHaN Rar  [Raushanari] Becam—2nd
Ramzan, 1026 H. at Burhanpur. (Sunday.
24th August, 1617).

1Shah Jahan's state exit from Burhanpur 24th Ramzan,
1041 A.H. (April 4, 1632), Pad. 1. A. 422; state entry into the
capital on lst Zilhijja. 1041 AH. (%th June, 1632). Dara
Shukoh, sitting behind the Emperor, scatters money (nisar)
over his father's head—Pad. 1. A, 428.
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12.

13.

14.
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AURANGZIB—Sunday night, 15th Zilgada, 1027 H.
at Dohad in the Panch Mahal District,
Bombay Presidency. (24th October 1618).

UMMED BAKHSH—Wednesday, 1ith Muharram,
1029 H. near Sarhind ; died at Burhanpur
in the month of Rabi-us-sani, 1031 H.
8th December 1619—February 1622).

Suriya Banu BecamM—20th Rajab, 1030: died
at the age of seven on 23rd Shaban, 1037.
(31st May, 1621—18th April 1628).

A Son—Born in 1032 A. H. ; died before being
named.

Murap BakHsH—25th Zilhijja, 1033, (28th Sep-
tember 1624) at the fort of Rohtas in Bihar.

LurruLLAH—Wednesday 14th Safar, 1036 H.
(25 Oct., 1626), died after 19 months on
9%h Ramzan 1037.

DauLAT AFza—4th Ramzan 1037 H., died 20th
Ramzan, 1038 H. (28th April 1628—3rd May
1629).

A DAUGHTER—I0th Ramzan, 1039 H; died
immediately after. (13th Apnl 1630).
GAUHARARA BeEGAM—Wednesday night, [7th
Zilgada, 1040 A. H. at Burhanpur, (7th

June, 1631).



CHAPTER II
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE

SecTioN I.—MARRIAGE OF DARA SHUKOH

After the return of the Emperor to
Agra preparations for Dara’s marriage
were resumed under the supervision of
Jahanara Begam, assisted by the capable
governess Siti-un-nisa Khanam.! The
princess took the utmost pains to make
the celebration of the Crown Prince’s
nuptials as grand as the deceased
Mumtaz might have wished. Out of the
total expenses of thirty-two lakhs of
Rupees, Jahanara alone contributed 16
lakhs. The sachaq (first gifts with the
auspicious red dye for the bride), worth
two lakhs, was sent on 11th November,
1632 in a magnificent procession, accom-
panied by the mother, elder sister and
paternal aunts of the late Empress (Pad.
I. A. 453). The actual marriage festivity

1A biographical sketch of Siti-un-nisa Khanam; Padshah-
nama, ii. 628-631; Sarker's Studies in Mughdal India.
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came off three months later. In the night
of Friday, February 1, 1633 (1st Shaban,
1042), on the occasion of the kenna-bandi
ceremony, a grand majlis was held in
the court-yard of the Diwan-i-khas; the
Emperor for the first time after death of
Mumtaz Mahal appeared there in festive
apparel to preside at the banquet, and
allowed music to play again in the palace.
Hundreds of heart-ravishing songstresses
entertained the assembly, and from every
corner of the hall arose the echo of joy.
The hands of Dara were, according to the
custom, dyed red with the kenna (Hindi
“Mehdi”; Lawsonia inermis), by ladies
concealed behind the curtains, while
handsome maids came to stain the fingers
of distinguished guests with the red
dye, and tied their fingers with gold-
embroidered handkerchiefs. When this
pleasant function came to a close, the
guests were dismissed with the customary
distribution of sashes (also called kamar-
band), among them.

Next evening Dara, mounted on a
stately charger, was brought to the Public
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Audience Hall from his own mansion in
a magnificent procession under the escort
of the three younger princes. When the
Prince stood near the throne after making
his obeisance, the Emperor put a string of
pearls around his neck and tied on Dara’s
head the same sehra (bridegroom’s
crown) which had been placed on his own
by Jahangir in the night of his marriage
with Mumtaz. When two prahars and six
gharis of the night had passed (i.e., after
midnight) Qazi Muhammad Islam,' the
most fanatical Mulla of his time, was sent
for to officiate at the marriage ceremrony
which was performed in the presence of
the Emperor. He fixed as the kabin of
the bride the same amount (viz., five lakhs
of Rupees) which had been promised to
Mumtaz (Pad. 1. A. 458-459). The festi-
vities came to a happy close on 8th
February (8th Shaban); this day the

1He was so strict a Sunni that when he fell ill he threw
into the fire a recipe because it happened to be taken from
the work of a Shia doctor! He died in 1061 AH. (1651
AD.). For a biographical notice, see Maasir-ul-umara, iii.
89.91.
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Emperor, accompanied by his sons, high
nobles and household servants, paid a
visit to Dara’s house and was entertained
most magnificently by that Prince.

Section 2.—CoNjucAL LiFe

Though the harem of Dara had the
usual supplement of slave-girls, he con-
tracted no other marriage. Stray darts of
Cupid, which did not spare even the
Puritan Aurangzib,—might have some-
times made the passionate Prince restless;
but certainly love was ever present bet-
ween Dara and his wedded wife Karim-
un-nisa, popularly known as Nadira
Begam. If we are to believe Manucci,
the Prince once fell violently in love with a
Hindu dancing-girl named Rana Dil, who
refused to yield except on terms of lawful
wedlock. His passion was so consuming
that when Shah Jahan opposed this un-
worthy proposal, he began to pine to death.
At length the Emperor sanctioned this
marriage, and Rana Dil proved as noble
and faithful a wife as any high-born
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dame.! Though based on doubtful testi-
mony, this story is not half as romantic
as the account of the love-sickness of
Aurangzib in mid-life for the frolicsome
Hira Bai (Zainabadi Mahal), to please
whom the ideal Musalman of the age
once raised the forbidden cup to his lips.
Dara’s love for Nadira was not less
steadfast and romantic than that of Shah
Jahan for Mumtaz. Nor did Nadira in
beauty, physical and moral, and in forti-
tude and devotion, suffer by comparison
with her mother-in-law. When once she
fell seriously ill at Jahangirabad while
travelling with the Court from Lahor to
Kabul, Dara most tenderly nursed her for
several months.? They too never separated
in life, and misfortune made their love
shine the brighter. All his sons and
daughters were born of Nadira Begam; a
notice of them is given below.
THE CHILDREN OF DARA SHUKOH AND NADIRA BEcAM.

. A daughter, born at Agra on Sunday, 29th
Rajab, 1043 A.H. (19th January 1634). The

1 Storia, i. 222, 261.
2 Pad. ii. 501, 571, 634.
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prudence disapproved of this rash enter-
prise, and did not allow the Prince to
proceed beyond Ghazni. In order to re-
assure the garrison and the inhabitants of
Qandahar, two distinguished officers,
Rustam Khan Bahadur Firuz Jung and
Said Khan Bahadur Zafar Jang were sent
there with 30,000 horse. About a month
afterwards Dara was recalled to Court,
and on his arrival at Lahor (2nd
September, 1642)! was received with all the
honours due to a victorious general.

SECTION 6.—AURANGZIB’S FAILURES AT QANDAHAR

For five years after the second expedi-
tion of Dara against the Persians, Shah
Jahan enjoyed some repose, thanks to the
helplessness and minority of the young
Shah Abbas II. But the Persian King
belied the calculations of his enemy, and
suddenly in the depth of winter (January,
1649) appeared before Qandahar with a
well-appointed army. Shah Jahan sacri-
ficed this much-coveted possession for the

1Second expedition of Dara towards Qandahar: Pad. ii.
291-308. .

3
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comfort of a genial winter. Instead of
personally taking the field, he sent for-
ward reinforcements under Aurangzib
and Sadullah Khan, but the cowardly
Mughal garrison surrendered the fort
before the arrival of the Prince.
Aurangzib laid siege to Qandahar in May,
1649, but was forced to withdraw after
three months’ vain effort.

Then, after most elaborate prepara-
tions for three years, Aurangzib and
Sadullah were sent a second time at the
head of a grand army 60,000 strong to re-
conquer Qandahar. The second siege
lasted from 2nd May, 1652 to July 1652;
but in spite of strenuous digging and
bombardment, success seemed as distant
as ever. Aurangzib was eager to deliver

~a general assault with the courage of des-

pair; but the Emperor refused to sanction

such a mad enterprise, and ordered him

to abandon the siege.

" SeCTION 7.—DARA APPOINTED TO BESIEGE (QQANDAHAR :
' His PREPARATIONS ‘

When the army returned crest-fallen

from Qandahar to Kabul on 9th July,
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1652, Dara offered to lead another expedi-
tion to retrieve the prestige of the empire.
Accordingly it was decided that next
spring the imperial army with the Crown
Prince as Commander-in-Chief should
start from Lahor against the Persians.
The Prince now held the rank of 30,000
zat, with a contingent of 20,000 horse, do-
aspah, seh-aspah, which had been the
mansab of Shah Jahan before his acces-
sion to the throne. Besides, the entire
military resources of the empire were
placed at his disposal for equipping the
expeditionary force. The provinces of
Kabul and Multan were added to his
viceroyalty and these were to be governed
by his deputies, Sulaiman Shukoh and
Muhammad Ali Khan respectively.

Dara had hitherto been more re-
nowned as a scholar than as a soldier; and
the whole empire expected a surprise. No
one had a higher opinion of the ability of
the Prince than the Prince himself, and
in his estimation an Aurangzib or a
Sadullah was only a sorry mediocrity.
Naturally impulsive, emotional and un-
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reasonably optimistic, his own fancy often
imposed upon him; like Peter the Hermit
of Gibbon, Dara “believed whatever he
wished, and whatever he believed he
saw in dreams and visions”. His con-
stant exercise of emotion and association
with Sufi and Hindu mystics had deve-
loped in him a frame of mind, credulous,
sensitive and impractical. Optimism now
played upon the imagination of the
Prince, who was already having dreams
about the speedy fall of Qandahar.

It is said that one day during his stay
at Kabul two Sufi faqirs came to the
Prince’s parlour and sat silently hiding
their heads in the folds of their patched
frocks. After a while one of them raised
his head and cried out, “I am now
witnessing the affairs of Iran; the Shah of
Persia is dead”. The second exclaimed
“So too am I; but I will not come back
till the coffin of the Shah is deposited in
the earth”. Having heard these words,
the Prince said “I also have seen in a
vision (makashfah), that I shall not be
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required to stay at Qandahar for more
than seven days, and during these seven
days the fort will be conquered.............
The death of Shah Abbas may be true”.
However, he returned to Lahor at the
approach of winter and vigorously pushed
on his preparations; “whatever could not
be done in a year” says Waris, “was com-
pleted by the Prince during his stay of 3
months and 9 days at Lahor”. (Lataif,
7a; Waris 70a). “One may form some idea
of the vast stores and siege-materials
collected by the Prince”, says the author
of Lataif-ul-akhbar, “from the fact that
6000 bamboos, each of which was not less
than ten yards (1 yd.=42 finger-breadths),
in length were got ready for the construc-
tion of scaling ladders”. (Lataif, 8b).

Special attention was paid to the
equipment of the Artillery and to the
organization of the Army Supplies. The
Banjaras, who formed a caste of Army
contractors and grain merchants in those
days, were bound down to supply grain
to the Qandahar army. The gun foundry
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of Lahor cast three big guns' and seven
light pieces (top-i-hawai).

The full strength of Artillery went up
to 7 big guns, 17 top-i-hawai, and 30
smaller pieces; thirty thousand shells,
14,000 rockets and 1,500 maunds of lead,
and a proportionate quantity of powder
were collected in the munition depot at
Lahor.

The personnel of the Artillery consisted
partly of well-paid European gunners, and
a few military engineers. During his stay

1 The largest of these was named ‘Fath Mubarak® which
could discharge a shell weighing 45 seers; upon this was in-
scribed a pious wish :

Top-i-Dara Shukoh Shah-i-Jahan;

Me-kunad Qandahar-ra wairan.
ie., May this gun of Dara Shukoh, the lord of the world,

devastate Qandahar.

Another gun capable of firing thirty-two-seer shells was given
the name of "‘Kishwar Kusha™, and the third bore a Sanskrit
name 'Garh-bhanjan’. The biggest piece, capable of firing
a shell weighing fifty-six seers (112 lbs.), named 'Qila-kushe’
was inscribed with the following couplet :

“Top-i-Dara Shukoh, Qila-kusha;

Sar-i-Garjasp me-burd ba-hawa.
i.e., May this gun of Dara Shukoh, named Qila-kusha, fling
the head of Carjasp into the air (Lataif-ul-akhbar 7a, 8a;
Waris, 7b.)
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at Lahor the Prince is said to have ordered
the construction of a mock-fort on the
model of Qandahar with a view to have
a rehearsal of its capture. He then
summoned the Feringees, who were expert
in sieges, and who had with them books
written by them on the science of captur-
ing forts (kitabha dar an fan sakhtand u
ham-rah dashtand). In these books there
were drawings of all imaginable kinds of
forts with their description, and methods
of making approaches in such and such
a manner if the fort were of this or that
category. On the appointed day the
Prince himself went to witness this mimic
siege of Qandahar at Lahor. He visited
the two siege batteries erected against the
toy-Qandahar, and ordered a bombard-
ment of its walls; and a party was told off
to storm and capture it. The Prince re-
ceived the congratulations of those pre-
sent, and this event was commemorated
in a chronogram “Fath-i-awwal-i Dara
Shukoh” ie., the first victory of Dara
Shukoh. He returned to the palace, prais-
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ing the battery of the Feringees as superior
to that of the Hindustanis.!

The expeditionary force mobilized at
Lahor numbered, according to the official
muster-roll, 70,000 horse, made up of the
contingents “of ‘about 110 Muslim and 58
Rajput officers of rank (ranging from
5-hazari to 5-sadi) and of troops of the
Prince’s own establishment. Besides, five

" thousand mounted match-lockmen and
three thousand mounted archers of the
Abadi Corps, ten thousand infantry armed
with match-locks, and 60 war-elephants of
the imperial stable (exclusive of 170
elephants of the Prince and the mansab-

“dars), added to its effective strength. The
non-combatant establishment of the Army
consisted of 6,000 diggers and hatchet-
men, 500 stone-cutters and sappers, and
500 water-carriers, exclusive of the usual

1 Lataif, MS. 9a, 9b.

2 The number 500 in this passage of Khafi Khan seems
to be a misprint, if not an error; because 500 is too small
"2 number for sappers and water-carriers, considering the size
of the army. Five thousand in both cases is perhaps the
correct number. Waris says in a subsequent passage that
Sayyid Mahmud Barha with 1070 sappers............... was appoint-
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complement of camp-followers. Prepara-
tions having been completed, Dara wrote
to the Emperor that the astrologers had
fixed 23rd Rabi-ul-awwal (11th February
1653), for starting, and 7th Jamadi-us-sani
(25th April), for laying siege to Qandahar.
The Emperor directed that the army
should march by way of the Thal-Chotiali
route via Multan, as provisions were
abundant between Multan and Qandahar.
On this occasion, the Prince received as
present jewels, arms, elephants, and horses
worth five lakhs of Rupees and one lakh of
gold coins and one crore of Rupees for his
military chest; in presents and reward to
officers and troops another twenty lakhs
were spent.!

Great enthusiasm preva1led in the
army, particularly among the men and
officers of the Prince’s own contingent,
who were all “untried braves” like their
master.  Their incorrigible optimism
irritated those who had grown old in war

ed to assist Mulla Fazil in the work of draining off the
ditch (Waris 74b.)
1Khafi Khan, i. 716-17; Waris MS. 70b.
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and twice returned unsuccessful from
Qandahar. Every officer of Dara con-
sidered himself a Rustam or an Afrasiyab
of the age, and seemed reluctant to share
the glory of conquering Qandahar with
their imperial auxiliaries. However, Dara
relied for his success not so much upon
temporal powers as on spiritual forces.
He took into his pay a number of “praying
Mullas” (arbab-i-duaat), who began pray-
ing for his victory at Lahor and were
taken with the army to Qandahar. In an
age of superstition and black magic, no-
body however pious and enlightened could
ignore the Devil altogether; so the
Prince employed also several magicians
(sahiran), for generating worms (kiram)
in the food-stuffs of the besieged, and
creating dissensions in the ranks of the
enemy etc., by their incantations. Thus,
armed at all points and having impartially
pressed man God and Satan into his
service, the Crown Prince took the field
against the Persians for the third time.
On 11th February 1653, after three
gharis of the day had passed, Prince Dara
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Shukoh came out of the city of Lahor, and
took up his quarters in the camp outside.
After a two days’ halt he began his march
by way of Multan, Doki and Pishin. On
23rd April (5th Jamadi-us-sani), the
Indian army debouched through the
Panjmundrah pass and encamped on the
25th at Mard-i-qila, five kos from
Qandahar. Thus the auspicious date (7th
Jamadi-us-sani), which the astrologers
had fixed for starting the siege, was lost
through dilatory march. Though the
advanced division of the army under
Rustam Khan Bahadur Firuz Jang had
already reached the fort of Qandahar and
the first shots were exchanged, Dara’s
officers, Abdullah Beg and Jafar, insisted
upon having another auspicious day to
begin digging trenches, and evidently
owing to this the commanders did not
occupy their allotted sections in the
blockading line immediately after their
arrival, but on Thursday, 10th Jamadi-us-
sani, 1063 A.H. However the Prince did
not occupy his head-quarters in the
Garden of Kamran (the ill-fated brother
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of Humayun) till seven days later, on
another auspicious day, 16th Jamadi-us-
sani' (4th May 1653).

1 Dara’'s march to Qandahar, Waris 74a-74b; Lataif,
9b-13a; according to the latter authority Dara occupied the
camp in the Garden of Kamran on Wednesday 16th Jamadi-us-
sani, i.e., 4h May, 1653. But Waris says ‘‘on the 15th’ i.e.,

3rd May.



CHAPTER IV

THE THIRD SIEGE OF QANDAHAR

SecTioN 1.—OLD QANDAHAR AND ITS OUTPOSTS

The old city of Qandahar which was
destroyed by Nadir Shah in 1738, was
situated about two miles outside the
modern city on the Herat Road. The city
consisted of three distinct parts, each on
a separate eminence, and capable of
mutual defence. On the serrated crest of
the hill stood many towers united by cur-
tains. The highest of these called
Lakah, commanded the citadel (named
Daulatabad), which stood lower down on
the second eminence, while the town and
the market-place (mandi), both walled
round, were situated further below on the
first table-land above the eastern plain.
The ramparts of the old town which were
built of dried clay, strengthened by the
mixture of chopped straw and stones,
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were at places ten yards broad. On the
side of the plain was a wide and deep
ditch, and on the north face of the ridge
against which the fort nestled, there are
forty steps cut in the rock and leading
up to a cave half way up the hill (called
Chehel-zina) which commanded both the
citadel and the city. The redoubt of
Lakah crowned a peak in the middle of
the ridge and defended Qandahar on its
western flank, where the hill descends to
the plain in a steep scarp. “Proceeding
along the hill from the north-eastern
corner of the ridge where the wall first
leaves the hill, we come in succession to
the gates of Baba Wali, Waisqaran,
Khwajah Khizir and Mashuri, till at last
the wall strikes the ridge again at the
wouth-western corner of the fort, where
stood an earth-work bastion and a re-
doubt”. (Aurangzib, Vol. 1 & 2, pp. 124-7).

"SECTION 2.—DISPOSITIONS OF THE BESIEGING ARMY

On Thursday, 28th April, 1653, the
divisional commanders of the army com-
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pleted the line of investment by taking up
their positions in the following order:—

Beginning from the
north-east
against Baba Wali Gate. Mahabat Khan, 5-hazari.

against Waisqaran Gate

between Waisgaran and

Khwajah Khizir.

against Khwajah Khizir
Gate.

between Khizir Gate
and Mashuri Gate.

against Mashuri Gate.
against Chehel-zina

Tower

against Lakah Redoubt

Qilich Khan, 5-hazari.

Jafar, Mir-i-Atish of the
Prince, with his artil:
lery.

Abdullah, Mir Bakhshi
of the Prince, with
the infantry.

Qasim Khan, Mir-i-Atish
of the Imperial Artil-
lery, 4-hazari.

Mirza Rajah Jai Singh,
5-hazari.

Ikhlas Khan, 3-hazari.

Bagi Khan, Champat
Rai Bundela, Sayyid
Mirza, and others.

Mulla, Fazil, Mir-i-Saman of the Prince,
was entrusted with the work of draining
off the ditch, and Sayyid Mahmud Barha
with 1,070 sappers and a contingent of
troops was appointed to assist him. On
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4th May, the Prince occupied his camp in
front of Mirza Kamran’s garden to the
west of the Lakah hill. Rustam Khan
Bahadur Firuz Jang with a strong force
was stationed a little ahead to watch the
road from Bust, and other thanas were
put in charge of officers of approved
ability.

SECTION 3.—SORTIES AND NIGHT-ATTACKS

- On the very first day, a body of
Persians came out of the Khizir Gate and
challenged the Hindustanis. Khwajah
Khan Uzbeg rode out to meet them with
a few followers, and pursued the enemy
to the edge of the ditch where he lost his
horse, and received several bullet-wounds
from "volleys fired from the rampart.
While he was returning, the fugitives
turned upon him, and were about to
despatch him when a voice of command
cried out, “Shame upon you. Let him go
away”. When the news reached the ears
of the Prince, he gent for Khwajah Khan
and gave him a special khilat and a horse,
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besides an increase of 200 sawar in his
mansab.

A party of three hundred Persians
fell upon the men of Izzat Khan’s trench,
when they had assembled for prayer
early at dawn, on the 2nd Ramzan (17th
July, 1653), killing and wounding many
men. Had it not been for the brave suc-
cour of Qutb Khan and Shams Khan,
sons of Nazar Bahadur Kheshgi, a great
disaster would have befallen them. These
two brothers had 31 of their men
wounded, and the troops of Mahabat
Khan, who encountered the Persians near
their trench during their retreat, lost 14
in killed, and 31 wounded.

Izzat Khan, a favourite servant of
Dara concealed the extent of his. loss
(about 90 in wounded and killed), carried
some corpses of the Persians killed else-
where to his own trench, and showed
them to the officer deputed to enquire, as

the trophies of the heroism of his own
men !

‘ 1 Lataif-ul-akhbar, 76a-77a. “The official account in\ ‘
Padshah-nama, apparently based upon the despatches of Dara

4
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Sorties became more frequent to-
wards the close of the siege, specially upon
the trenches of Dara’s favourite Jafar.
The Persians were as vigilant in night-
watch as the Hindustanis were negligent.
They often crept silently into the trenches,
and returned after leaving headless
trunks of sappers as the ghastly memorial

f their nocturnal visits. In the night of
24th May, Fath Muhammad Kalal the
darogha of the beldars (diggers) in the
trench of Qasim Khan, went out with four

~gays '‘Sorties were few and none successful; but once
owing to the negligence of the men in Mahabat Khan's trench
some of the Khan’s men were killed and some wounded;
when the Persians were returning, men of lzzat Khan's
trench who were near punished them, killing several of the
Persians” (Waris 77b). That Dara had subscribed to a false
report about this affair became the general talk in the camp.
The author of Lataif-ul-akhbar says, ‘‘As from the very start
it became clear that the Crown Prince wished that all the
credit of efforts in capturing this fortress should go to his
own servants, particularly to Jafar and Izzat Khan, . . . ...
whatever the soldiers of Mahabat Khan did to punish the
enemy, drive them away, and prevent them from carrying off -
their dead went to the credit of lzzat Khan in reports to the
Emperor; the plea put forward was the presence of two
slain enemies which the men of lzzat Khan picked up in
front of Mahabat Khan's battery. ... .. .. no mention of
Qutb Khan and Shams Khan, ...... " (78b-79b).
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beldars to the trench-head; next morning
their corpses were found lying without
their heads. The same night another
party slipped across, the ground between
the posts of Mahabat Khan and Qilich
Khan into the field lying behind their
lines, killed 83 men, and hamstrung four
horses (Lataif, 31b). Even the cautious
Bundela chiefs were not immune from
such unpleasant surprises; at midday on
30th June, noticing the men in the
trenches of Pahar Singh Bundela off their
guard, a party of the besieged came upon
them and slew about 60 people; some
troops of Pahar Singh pursued them and
lost 20 more from the fire of the fort (ibid
58e). On the 3rd of Ramzan (18th
July) about 30 Persian musketeers came
down to the Lakah Hill, cut the throats
of four camels and five cows which were
grazing on the ground between the battery
of Champat Rai Bundela and thet of Baqi
Khan, and were carrying away the lawful
flesh when they were set upon by several
hundred imperialists; more Persians came
to the rescue of their comrades and volleys
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were exchanged; but the Persians got
away with their fat game (79b). These
are but a few typical incidents of frequent
occurrence during the siege.

SEcTION 4.—MAGIC AND MIRACLES

Though Dara Shukoh was a sincere
lover of God, it was no part of his creed
to make God’s quarrel his own. He
brought from Lahor some workers of"
black magic along with a number of
learned and pious ulemas as a supplement
to his warlike equipment. One of these
was a Hindu sannyasi, evidently a
Tantric Sadhu, named Indra Gir, who
had long enjoyed the Prince’s wine and
victuals on the promise of working a
miracle at Qandahar. He was looked
upon as “the master of forty genii (deo)”,
whom he could employ to fill the ditch by
pulling down its walls. On 3rd May
Indra Gir was called upon to summon his
deos, and try them against the fort, which
seemed invincible to human efforts. Quite
confidently he walked to the ditch to
demand an entrance into the fort, and said
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in reply to the challenge of the Persian
sentry, “I am one of the intimate asso-
ciates of the Prince; I wish to see this
fort, and smoke a chilam of tobacco on
that high tower.” " The Persians took him
inside the fort; and it was afterwards
learnt from the deserters that he was
taken to their chief who ordered that he
should be taken round the fort, and enter-
tained with a chilam of tobacco. The
Persian commander sanctioned for him
the usual jug of wine, food and other
necessaries which Dara used to supply
every day to Indra Gir.

When Indra Gir became very im-
portunate about going back, the suspicion
of the Persians was aroused and he was
put to the rack (shikanja). He revealed his
secret under torture, and was employed to
carry water for the Persians on duty in the
Lakah redoubt. The Persian commander
asked Indra Gir to practise some magic
(sahiri) which would compel the Mughal
army to retreat. But when he was dis-
appointed with the sannyasi, he ordered
that Indra Gir should be taken to the top
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of the Jamrud-shahi hill, and flung down
below to join his comfades of the nether
world (Lataif, 18a)

On 23rd July, a Haji appeared in the
camp of Dara. Under the cloak of piety
he was a magician and a hypnotist (Sahir
% chasham-band), and told the Prince that
he had come from the country of Kanaur
(Ganaur?) to secure the reduction of
Qandahar by prayers and magic. He
declared that he could by his incantations
silence the fort-guns and muskets for one
pas (3 hours) and two gharis, which was
time enough for a few bold men to capture
it. The Prince sanctioned for him free
rations and Rs. 20 per diem as remunera-
tion, and with some difficulty met a
further demand for two dancing-girls, two
gamblers, two thieves, one buffalo, a lamb
and five cocks, requisitioned by the
magician. Next came a Jogi with 40 dis-
ciples and desired to offer a special prayer,
which would secure the submission of the
garrison within twenty days. He retired
to a secluded place with his party, being
granted free provisions and Rs. 100 daily
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for other expenses. Several Deccani
Sadhus, called Gurus' who professed to be
seventeenth century Count Zeppelins,
undertook to build for the Prince a
“wonderful thing which could carry two
or three persons with hand-grenades
(hugqah), and fly in the air without wings
and feathers. They were allowed to make
the experiment, free provisions and Rs. 40
per diem being sanctioned for them.
(Lataif, 85a, 85D).

Next day, the 24th July, the Naqibs
moved from tent to tent, crying out to the
soldiers to get ready for scaling the ram-
parts. At noon the Haji came, and after
a while he disappeared from view, but
having reappeared at the close of the day
said, “I have been inside the fort. . . .
Tuesday noon I shall take the soldiers
with me”. This was again deferred to
Monday next. In the night of 26th July,
the magician performed some diabolical
rites for Jafar. The Haji lighted a lamp

1 The author of Dabistan mentions a class of Kashmiri
Brahmans, called Guruva gurina (Shea, ii. 103).
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and threw some grains of pulse (mash),
upon it: then he fell into a weird dance,
now jumping a yard high into the air,
and now falling upon the ground. At the
close of the dance, a dog was sacrificed
before the lamp, and also the lamb and
cocks ; then turning to the dancing-girls,
gamblers, and thieves he said, “It is
obligatory to sacrifice you all; however,
I shall give my own blood instead of
yours; you are free”. He inflicted a
wound on his own thigh and taking out
some blood of his own sprinkled it upon
the blood of the slain beasts; again he fell
to dancing which continued for some time.
. . . Jafar was then called in, and ordered
to wash his sword with the sacrificial
blood which would make it cut through
steel; he was further assured that these
rites had made him an Achilles without
Achilles’ heel.

Next day when only four gharis of
night remained, Jafar armed his followers
and keeping them in absolute readiness
went to wake up the Haji for silencing
the fort-guns. The magician opened his
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eyes reluctantly and said, “Mirza Jafar,
three deos (genii) are guarding this
fortress, with them I had a tough fight
last night, in the course of which several
times I had to go up into the sky and
come down to earth. I have as yet suc-
ceeded in subduing two deos, who are safe
in my custody; but the third, which is the
most turbulent of the three, is still at large
guarding the fort-walls. Let the attack
be postponed till Monday next, because
I hope to capture the refractory one by
that time”.

The activity of the magician on behalf
of Jafar had been noised abroad, and
evidently reached the Persians, who per-
formed some counter-magic on Friday and
threw down the carcase of a dog with its
belly cut open and filled with boiled rice.
They are said to have done the same thing
and thrown the carcase of a dog into the
trench of another officer, Rajah Rajrup of
the Jammu hills, who was contemplating
an assault on the Chehel-zina Tower.
However, Jafar again went to the Haji on
the appointed day with unabated enthu-
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siasm;' the Haji told him that he had
despaired of rounding up the third deo,
and that unless the two captive deos were
released, he himself might lose his life at
their hands; the enterprise should there-
fore be given up definitely!

" SECTION 5.—THE cAPTURE OF BusT aND GIRISHK

On May 13, 1653, Rustam Khan
Bahadur Firuz Jang left the camp at the
head of a well-appointed army of 15,000
troops for the subjugation of Bust and
other dependencies of Qandahar. He
reached Bust on 21st May, made a de-
monstration, and sent a messenger fo
Mahdi Quli Khan advising him to sur-
render. As the Persians prepared to hold
out, Rustam Khan requisitioned a big gun
and some sappers from Qandahar, and
blockaded the fort. When the big gun
arrived, Mahdi Quli sued for terms and
surrendered the fort on the tenth day of
the siege (Waris, 76a). But another

' 1Lataif MS. 86a; 86b; 87a; 89b, %0a. Recently an al-
most similar story of a ‘‘Master of Ghosts” appeared in the
" Statesman, Saturday, 9th Feb. 1929. .
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version of the fall of Bust is found in the
non-official history, Lataif-ul-akhbar; it is
said there that on the seventh day of the
siege Rustam Khan spread a false story
of the fall of Qandahar, and ordered a
great rejoicing in his camp; Mahdi Quli
was deceived by the ruse, and the fort was
secured before a single shot had been fired
from the newly-arrived big gun, which
was nevertheless named “the Aman-
talab”! (Lataif, 35D).

Rustam Khan induced Mahdi Quli to
write a letter to his son (who was in
charge of the fort of Girishk, 30 miles
higher up on the bank of the Helmand),
to come over and accompany him to
Hindustan; Mahdi Quli’s son evacuated
Girishk, but fled to Farah. On 29th
Shaban (15th July, 1653), Rustam Khan
sent a detachment to punish Mirza
Muhammad Raushan Gurji in the neigh-
bourhood of Zamin Dawar. In the last
week of July he himself made a raid
across the Helmand to disperse an
assemblage of Persians near the village of
Nauzad (?). Rustam Khan was next
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A novice in the trade of arms, Dara
thought of scaring away the guards of
the towers by an incessant discharge of
rockets, without any storming party to
geize the moment of the enemy’s con-
fusion. For two consecutive nights, 7th
and 8th May, several thousand rockets
were discharged to the great delight of
the Persians who had never seen a more
brilliant display of fireworks. Highly
pleased with the rocket-men and the
officers in command, Dara gave a reward
of Rs. 20 to each man, and a promotion
of 100 zat to Muhammad Sadiq and Mir
Shihab-ud-din.

On 10th May, Jafar was temporarily
shifted to a new position to erect a heavy
battery against the eastern tower on the
Chehel-zina. The bombardment was in-
effectual, and the Persians silenced some
of his guns. The charge of the battery
was given at last to the right man, Rajah
Rajrup of the Kangra Hills, who had dis-
tinguished himself by his attack on this
hill in the second siege. Dara gave Rajrup
a promotion of 500 zat, 500 sawar, and
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was all praise for him (6th June). But
shortly afterwards, Rajrup’s neighbour
and hereditary enemy, Rajah Man
Gwaliori, who had been a rival of Ra]rqu

father in the first siege, got.possession-of-
the Prince’s -ears—and coveted Rajrup’s
coritiand. ‘Rajrup, who had lost 46 men
killed and 160 wounded in carrying for-
ward the work, determined to hazard an
attack at all cost. On 20th June he com-
municated the time of assault to the com-
manders of the batteries to his right and
left, and also formally to the Prince for
approval. Dara’s astrologers found the
time “after 5 gharis” inauspicious, because
of the presence of the sun in the sign of
“the Cancer” which was not favourable,
considering the position of the tower.
Rajrup received positive orders to alter
the time to “after the 18th ghari”. But
before the astrologically correct time
arrived, a younger brother of Jafar, who
had been ailing for a long time, expired.
This was considered as a bad omen and
the order for attack was altogether can-
celled; poor Rajrup suffered a further loss
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of 5 men killed, and about 20 wounded
in recalling his advance-party.

Three days after this, Dara in a fit of
anger called Rajrup (in his absence) a
liver-less fox and said, “Send him to the
trench of Jafar, who will teach him well
how to serve, and hand over his battery
to Ra,jah Man Gwaliori”. Qazi Afzal
firmly defended Rajrup, and saved him
from this humiliation. On 15th July
Vallabh Chauhan was asked to take over
the charge of Chehel-zing from Rajrup;
but he excused himself saying “I am a
man of the plain and not a mountaineer;
I am ignorant of hill-fighting”. This
threw the Prince into a rage, and he
ordered that the Chauhan should be forth-
with conducted to the trench of Jafar;
but he relented soon and recalled him on
his way to Jafar’s. Vallabh was allowed
to relieve Devi Singh Bundela, who was
appointed to the charge of Chehel-zina
(Lataif, 72b). But this post was henceforth
neglected, all resources being now con-
centrated in filling the ditch and pushing
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forward the trenches in the main line of
blockade.

On 14th September (2nd Zilqada), the
works in the Chehel-zina! battery were
dismantled; Devi Singh handed over the
materials to Rajrup, who was now re-
quired to co-operate with Jafar in push-
ing the approach to Sher Haji, a bastion
of the fort near the Khwajah Waisqaran
gate. As a colleague of Jafar, everything
went on well with Rajrup; Dara gave him
Rs. 5000 in reward to relieve his imme-
diate distress, and Rs. 5000 more was

1 Chehel-zina; Rajrup's bravery is praised by Waris :—
“Rajrup . .. ...... drove the trench to the foot of the
Chehel-zina and although a gun was sent to him the bombard-
ment was ineffectual. . . ... An assault was made on
one of the towers, but the garrison used naphtha; many men
were wounded; the Prince ordered Rajrup to desist. . . . .
Next he was given charge of a battery midway between those
of Jafar and Qilich Kbhan™ (76a). The big gun referred to
is evidently the Aman-talab, which was returned to Rajrup’s
battery on 14th June, after Bust had surrendered (Lataif, 43a).
The attack, mentioned above, was not upon Chehel-zina, but
on a redoubt on the Lakah hill, delivered in the night of l4th
July by Rajrup in concert with three other officers, Champat
Rai Bundela, Devi Singh and Sayyid Mahmud. The im-
perialists meditated a surprise; but they themselves were cruelly
surprised, and Rajah Rajrup, whose men were foremost,
suffered heavily, the pick of his contingent being destroyed.
{Ibid, 70b).

5
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promised to him when his trench would
“reach the foot of Sher Haji.

Such is the treatment which most of
his officers received at the hands of Dara.
It was only human that in the civil war
Rajrup shrank from siding with him
against Aurangzib and even turned
hostile to Dara.

SECTION 7.—SAPPING

The formidable chain of posts which
had been established against the main
gates on the eastern side of Qandahar
slowly approached the ditch by running
sheltered trenches. The battery of Jafar
became the pivot of the whole siege
operations, which caused jealousy and
heart-burning among the officers in charge
of the other batteries. They complained
of the partiality of the Prince for Jafar,
and resented Jafar’s airs and brag. Two
big guns, Top-i-Mariam and Qila-kusha,
reached the camp on 6th August, and six
days later came Fath-i-Mubarak (Fath-i-
lashkar ?). But these guns were found
worse than useless, as no iron-shells of



MUGHAL ARTILLERY FAILS 67

the proportionate size and strength had
been brought from Lahor. The Prince
had listened to the suggestion of one of
his favourites that it would be more
economical and convenient to take stone-
cutters with the army and have stone-
balls of hard granite prepared there from
the inexhaustible quarries of Qandahar.
But the wicked darogha of stone-cutters
made balls of seft stone with the result
that when these were fired from the Qila-
kusha, they burst in the air injuring the
gunners themselves. Stone-balls were
now wrapped with san (hemp-twine) to
prevent their bursting to a certain extent.
Some of the Feringhee gunners deserted to
the Persians, and others proved hardly
more efficient than the Hindustanis.
Though 27,000 rounds of ammunition are
said to have been fired, no practicable
breach was made, nor could they silence
the Persian artillery.

The besiegers worked hard to drain
off the ditch by blowing away the dams.
One spring was emptied on 13th July,
but three days later it was reported by






