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PREFATORY NOTE,

The pages which follow are a reprint, with but slight
alteration, of articles which appeared quarterly in the
Church and Synagogue Magazine,* between July 1903 and
January 1906, They are reprinted not so much because
considered by their author worthy of reproduction, as in
order to invite criticism and cotrection. In the writer's
opinion the interesting subject with which the following
pages deal is one but imperfectly investigated at present ;
and it is in the hope that more light may be thrown on the
vexed and obscure questions connected with it that he has
been induced to re-issue these articles in their present
more convenient and accessible form. In the absence,
for the most part, of historical records, internal evidence
and the results of comparative study of the annals and pre-
sent customs of other nations,—for instance, of those of
Kurdistan and China,—and kindred sources of informa-
tion have to be brought into request to help towards the
solution of the points at issue,

The writer feels that his work is incomplete for an-
other reason also. It would have been his wish to have
added something more in detail about the Jews of Ching,
of Aden, etc. Information regarding the above is meagre,

# Obtainable from the Rev, the Organizing Secretaré. Parochial
Missions to the Jews at Home and Abroad, A. O, 8, Office, 39 Vic.
toria, Street, Westminster, London,



but is daily being added to. For the present, however, he
is compelled to offer the pages which follow to the reader
in their all too unfinished form, hoping only that the objects
mentioned above may be served by his present effort.

Mazagton, Bowmbay.
January 1907,
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THE JEWS IN INDIA AND THE FAR EAST.

O ubiquitous in ils character is the Jewish race, that it will
probably occasion small surprise to our readers when it is
stated that our Indian Empire contains over seventecn thousand
persons piofessing the Jewish faith, Who exactly these are,
whenoe and when they came to these distant shores, what is
their present condition, what is being done to make known to
thewm the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ*—these
and similar enquiries will form the ‘theme of the series of papers
whicl, if God will, it is proposed to write, and of which the
present articls forms the fiist and introductory instalment.

Some of the Jewish residents of India are Jews of tho usual
modern type, who have been attracted io Indian shores in
comparatively recent years, chiefly for purposes of trade and
¢ommerce. But two, at any rate, of the Jewish communities
of Tndia, namely. the Jews of the Malabar Coast, and the
« Bene-israel” of tho Bombay Presidency, are communities
of & peculiarly interesting and historic character, and rank
fitly beside other such strangely unusual Jewish remmants as the
Falushas of Abyssinin, the Yemenite Jews of Arabia Felix,
snd the barely surviving, but now partially resuscitated handful
of Jews at K'ai-Fung-Fu, in China. TItis well known alse
that Afghenistan has some peculiar ethnological problems,
bearing upon a possible Israelite origin for certain of its races,
at which it may be possible to glance in the course of these papers.

* Owing to the length to which thoso papers grew, ihis last
point wos nob dealt with at this time.
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L
THE BENE-ISRAEL OF BOMBAY.

The Benc-Israel of Bombay form a commmunity impcrtant
in their numbers, amounting roughly to some 10,000 souls.
A rapid change has come over them socially and religiously
during the passage of the last century, and especially during
the last fifty years; and the transition is still in progress. Nol
only have their manuers hecome modified, but their localities
also have largely shifted. A hundred yecars ago there would
have been hardly a Bene-Israel to be found resident in Bombay,
or in any of the larger towns of the Irosidency. Though
occupying o distinetly respectable caste-position amongst their
neighbours, they were essentislly a rurel class, scatiered amongst
numerous villages spread over a tracl of countay to the south-
enst of Bombay. A chief occupation among them was that of
oil-pressing ; and perhaps it may oceur o my veaders that such
an occupation is not contrary o what we might expeet to find
amongst a people presmmably lailing from an oil-bearing country
like Palestine, This characteristic oconpation of theirs gained
for them amongst their neighbours the appellation of Z'el:
or Oilmen; and they were commonly designated as Shansvar
T'eli, or Saturday Oilmen, to distinguish them as oilmen who
obgerved Saturday as their holy-day, from Mahomadans of the
same occupation who observed Friday, or from certain Hindus
wlo observed some other day.t However, although oil-pressing
was & chief occupation, and a characteristic one amongst the
Bene-Israel, it was by no means their only one. Many, then

+ Especially Hindu Semvar T'eli, or Monday Oilmen. The latter
do not yoke their bullocks on Mondays,



Tur BENE-IsRAkL oF BoMBAY. 3

as mow, were cartinen, gmall fammers, petty shopkeepers, and
many 0o, then as now were artizans, especially carpenters,
Occasionally a timber, grain, or grass merchant may be found
amongst them. Apparently in by-gone days it guited them to
remain in comparative obscurity. As foreigners on an alien
shore they, perhaps, welcomed retirement from political notice,
and preferred io escape unpleasant attentions by remaining
unobserved, Perhaps it was thal {hey had no alternative but
to remain in rural obscurity. But however that was, under the
favouring auspices of the British rule sll this has chenged; and
the Bene-Israel have of recent years migrated in considerable
numbers inio Bombay and into other large centres of population
and communal activity, such as Poona, Thana, Karachi,
Ahmedabad and Dharwar. In the city of Dombay there are
now some four thousand of these people; and in Poona nearly a
thousand. Moreover they are rising fasl in the educational
scale; snd, while in Bombay numbers still remain artizans,
contractors, and the like, others plentifully ocoupy posts as
clerks in various services of government, railways, municipality,
mereantile companies, and so forth; while some have risen
so high as to be doctors, engineers, subordinate jndges, and
representatives of similarly learned professions, While they
are, however, in this condition of rapid flux, it is still possible
to go into the ancient haunts of the Bene-Isreel in Konkan
villages, and to find numbers of them still engaged in their
former occupations, agrieultural and otherwise; and in some of
the more out-of-the-nay villages to find them in a very primitive
condition of life altogether, whether as regards modes of living
ideas of clothing, absence of religious and secular learning,
and what not, The primitive oil-mill, with its heavily-weighted
superstructure all made to bear down on to a single round-headed
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pivot revolving in a small chamber or socket formed in the heart
of a large beam or trunk of a tree, set up vertically in the ground,
may still be scen going its censeless round, propelled by the
potient bullock, which is blindfolded to prevent its becoming
giddy in its gyrations within the small circle allotbed to its
movements, In a few more years this older order of things
will agsuredly have still further passed away. Weo stand just
now at the dividing line, occupying a point of advantage in
our enquiries for linking the past with the future, which cannot
much longer be ours. Just now we can gather up legends and
traditions which have come down it may be from remote ages,
and with, perhaps, but little change, which will, unless now
recorded, have tended to fade away. We can at the present
woment register various practices, rites and cuslome of the
Bene-Israel, which perhaps are of nesrly immemorial usago
bat which are bound to give way before the progress of new ideas,
whether Christian or modern-Judaistic.

An enrly enterprizer * in this matier of enquiry concerning
the antiquities and recent condition of the Bene-Isracl, was the
well-known and justly renowned Dr. John Wilson, of the Free
Church of Scotland, for many years the head of that Society’s
Mission and College in Bombay, and clogely associated with the
Bombay University, of which he becmmne the Chancellor, He
submitted in 1838 and 1839 an account of the Bene-Israel
of Bombay to the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society,
of which he was President; and afterwards, in 1847, published
an sbridgment of it in his LZands of the Biblet Again, in a

¥ The allusions of Buchanan {Ohristian Researohes, . 2345,
eleventh Edition ), and thoss of Dr. Joseph Wolff, who visitegg}omb&y
in 1837, are of an exceedingly brief nature.

t Becond Vol. pp. 667.678.
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pamphlet published in 1854, and again in 1865, entitled Zhe
Bene-Israel of Bombay; An Appeal for their Chrisiian Education,
he added further information regarding them, Resides writing
about this people, Dr. Wilkon did much to ameliorate their
condition by establishing numerous schools for them in many
villages, and in providing higher education for severs], including
s knowledge of Hebrew, by tho establishmeut of scholarships for
them at his Society’s Institution in Bombay. Although the
first pioneers of eduoation amongst the Bene-Isracl had been the
American Congroegational Mission, which had opened some
schopls amongst them as early as in 1818, and had been followed
in 1828 by the Madras Jews’ Socicty, which for some four years,
it is said, had 185 scholars in six sohools staried by Mr, Sargon,
o converted Jow of Cochin, yet it is Dr. Wilson's educational
work, started in 1837, that is on the lips of every Bone-Israel
of the present day in the villages about Bombay. Strange to
sy, it is from among Dr. Wilson’s old pupils that several
Bene-Isracl are now to be found who have become pillars of
revived Judaism amongsi their brethren. Much information
about the Bene-Israel of Bombay has more recently been collected
and published in various volumes of the Bombay Gazeleer
(ospecially in Vol. xviii, on Poona, pp.506-536) prepared
under the able editorship of Sir James Campbell, and published
by the Bombay Government. It is fair to say that thiy account
is disliked by the Bene-Israal themselves, who consider it
derogatory to their reputation, inasmuch as it desoribes various
superstitions and heathenish custioms into which they are said
to have partislly lapsed. A most interesting instalment of what
was intended to be a much larger work and which might still
become go, should circumstances favour ils publication, appeared
some fifteen years ago as a pamphlet under the name of A Sketch
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of the History of Bene-Israel und an Appeal for Thelr Education.
The writer is Mr. Haim Samuel Kehimkar, Prosident of the
Israelite School in Bombay, an ardent and veteran labourer
for the welfare of his people. A Ben-Israel himself, he writes
with an intimate personal knowledge of the customs and traditions
of his people, and the only ground for regret is that his treatise
is so short, it being, as alveady stated, Dbut a fragment of an
intended work. We shall have oceasion in these papers to draw
laxgely on the information in its pages. The Jewish Year-Book
for 1902-3 and 1904-5, and one of the early volumes of the new
Jewish Encyclopediu each contain an article on the Bene-Israel
of Bombay. Boyond the repositories of information mentioned,
there is little besides that has been written in English®* at first
hand about the Bene-Israel community, They themselves possess
no doeumentary records of their history. Certain well-defined
legends or iraditions survive amongst them, and certain time-
honoured customs of the greatest significance are still puncti-
liously kept up amangst most of them. Out of such material
as this, coupled with the living fact of the poople themselves,
8s they come before us to-day, and with the additional help
of such ethnological conclusions as can be drawn from general
appesrance, contour of features, complexion, and the like, and
aided by occasional rays of light from the comparison of contem-
porary history, it is that the would-be depicter of the present
life and past history of this remarkeble and interesting people
has to construct his irealise to-day.

* In German, Ritter's Hrdlunde, (Band 1V. Erste Abtheil. pp.
694-601. Zweita Abtheil. p. 1087—DBerlin, 1835-38) and in Hebrew
Kben Saphir (Mayence, 1875), may Le consulied The followin,
should also be added :—The Travels of Rabbi Darid D'Beth Hillel,
Madras, 1832, (in English ); Bight years in Asia ond Afrion, By R,
Benjamin II. Hanover, 1859 (in Hebrew); and the Travels of Solomon,
By Solomon Reinmann of Cochin, edited by W. Schur. Vienna.
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One noleworthy feature of this community has so far not
been remarked upon, and must by no means be omitled. It is
the prowess of the Bene-Isracl, in the not far distant past, in
the art of soldiery. In the days more especially of the Fast
India Company, many of the most valued private soldiers and
officers of the military service were drawn from this community.
At the time of the Indian Mutiny the Bene-Israel to a man
stood faithful to British rule. The earliest information of the
impending outbreak of the mutiny at Kolhapur was given hy
» Ben-Israchite officer named Moosaji Terael (e, Moses Israel.)*
Ben-Tsraelite soldiers as a rule rose high in their regiments,
many becoming non-commissioned, and some commissioned
officers, Among the finost rpecimens of the Ben-Israelite
community are still many veleran pensioners, some in receipt
of specinl extra allowances, such as an exiva rupee a day os
possessor of the Order of British Indis, or other decorations
for good servico and gallantry. But now, unfortunately, soldier-
ing has ceased 1o have much attraction for the Bene-Israel,
as the old avenues to distinction in the amy are largely closed
to them by the modorn system of what is known as “ promotion
by caste returns’’; which means that a soldier, however meritor-
ious his services, has npevertheless smell chance of promotion,

# The following is his record, as quoted by Mr, Haim Samuel
Kehimkar from registers of the service:—Moosajee Yarael was enlisted
on st April, 1842. He was promoted to Jemadar on st January, 1858,
and was a Native Adjutant ot the time. He was present at the Battle
of Hydrabad with the 8th Regt. N.1.,—medal. He was present at the
aotion of Kolhapur with 27th’ Regt. N,L.—medal. He is in possession
of 1s% Class Order of British India. On 3lst July. 1857, he gave firat
information of the Mutiny to the officers of the 27th Regiment, N.L
While on the above duty, his mother was killed, and property to the
velue of Ra. 7,000 plundered by mutineers. Was transterred from 12th
Regt. N.L, by-special sanction, to be appointed Bubedar-Major, 17th
Regt. N.T., on the 24th January, 1876, Isa very meritorious native
officer of excellent character and abilities.—W. F. Finip, Lleulerant
Adjutant, 18th Regiment, N.I.
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unless at the same time the men of his own ecaste forma
considerable proportion in the vegiment. Under such a system,
o minority like the Bene-Israel have scarcely a chance of rising
high in the service, and as a consequence their zeal for the army
dies down. The writer remembers an officer of o regiment
writing to him to ask if he could not induce some Bene-Israel
to join his regiment, as he had formerly had experience of such
in a previous regiment, and had found them a particularly useful
class of men. On handing on the request, however, as desired,
it failed to arouse any enthusiasm amongst those for whom
it was intended.

.And the name *Dene-Israel’ itself—whence is it, and how
is it to be accounted for? There are these who, because of this
noane would have us fly to the conclusion at once that these must
surely be descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes. Porhaps, instoad
of plunging into sudden surmizes on this rather fascinating topic,
it may be well to hold our judgment a little in susponce uniil
other considerations may have been brought before us in the
course of these papers. Certain it is that, as o fact, this
community, although their views are now, in this as in many
other matters, becoming modified, have consistently since their
observation by Europesns been found objecting to the term
“ Jew,” accounting it to be one of reproach, and have in its
place resolutely claimed for themselves, as the only correct title,
the appellation of ¢ Bene-Tsrael.” This term, as we shall
hardly need to tell our readers, is simply the Hebrew ( B'nei-
Tarael) for * Sons of Israel,” or, as the same phrase is continu-
ally tranglated in the Old Testament, ¢ Children of Israel’*

* Thesingular of thisis Ben-Tsrael, which is used throughout
these papers. where the singular is needed. For adjeotival purposes
Ben-Israelite is employed. We prefer the spelling Bene-Israel to
Beni-Israel, as being nearer the Hebrew.
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A theory which has been pub forward by Mr. Haim 8, Kehimkar,
to mccount for the adoption of the term, and which does
pob seem a wholly unlikely one, we give in lis own words:—

#The Israclites of the Bombay Presidency are led to believe
thet the name ‘Beni-Israel’ was adopted by their ancestors
during the time the Mahomadan power prevailed in India, and
Islamism was propagated by the swovd. The hatred which the
Mahomsadans bear towards the name “Yehoodi” (Jew), as
may be secen from the Koran, is in itself & ground to believe that
their ancestors, for fear of being compelled to renounce their
veligion or of losing their lives and property, thought it
expedient 1o adopt the name loss hated Dy the followars of
Mahomed, viz, Beni-Israel (children of Israel), which served
both objects—the relention of their ancient name and faith,
and the preservation of thoir lives and property., One fact
may be prominently brought forward in corroboration of the above
statement,  During the reign nf Tippoo and the prosperity of the
East India Company, thal is, during the sacond Mysore War
(1780-84), several Beni-Israel, who had enlisted themselves
in the service of the Honourable Company, were taken captives
by Tippoo’s army, and would have been put to the sword
had they declared themselves ¢ Yehoodim.” They were relessed
in consequence of Tippoo's mother having begged of her son
to spare the lives of the Beni-Israsl so much talked of in the
Koran, and whom she had never hed the opportunity of
seeing in India. In course of time their descendants made
it & point to deny that they were ¢ Yehoodim" or Jews, and
felt insulted if anyone called them by that name, for a reproschiul
word, as Kufres (heretio) was sure to follow.”

Although the above theory, twhich would account for the
title < Bene Israel” by the exigencies of certain local ciroum-
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gtances, possesres, o8 we have already said, mwuoh inherent
reasonableness, it must also be borne in mind that, historically,
¢« Bene-Israel” is & much more ancient ierm than “Jew,” and
nmuch more comprehensive one; and it may depend wpon
the origin we assign to the Bene-Isracl of Bombay, and the
date to which we ascribe the separation of their ancestors from
the main body of their people, as to whether we consider
that the term “Jew,” could ever with propriely have been
applied to this remnant of Israel.

We will now proceed to consider the tradilions and legends
of the Bene-Israel, and some of their characteristic observances,
and also the locality of their Indian home, together with other
matters connected with their obscure past, but very real yresent.

Ty Leuenps or TuE Brnr-lsnizn.

The traditions of the Bene-Israsl regarding their arrival
in India are of o sensstional and romantic kind. Some
sixteen or eighteen hundred years ago, they say, their
ancesiors were wrecked on Indian shores. They had come
from ‘*northern parts”® They came as refugees from per-
secution and politicel overthrow, but speedily found ihem-
selves again involved in disaster ore they reached the shores
on which they had intended to establish their new home.
Only fourteen of their number-—seven men and seven women
—survived the shipwreck, and these were cast ashore at a
village called Nawgaon, in the close proximity of Alibag, the
preseni chief town of the Kolaba Collectorate, and situated
about twenty miles south of Bombay. Here ihey buried

* Dr, Wilson, Lands of the Bible. Vol. IL p. 867.
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the bodies of their comrades, as many as wore washed
ashore, Near aburying ground containing some five hundred
other graves of members of their community, the Bene-
Ternel of to-day show two mounds said to contain the remains
of their shipwrecked ancestors, males buried in the tumulus
to the north, and the femnles in the ome to the south.

The above embodies the legend of the Bene-Israel as
to the mode of their origin on Indian shores. But side
by side with this it is necessary to draw attention to
another ancient legend affecting a different class of Indian
residents altogather. In one’s intercourse with the inhahi-
tants of the Bombay Konkan and Decean, and especially
with those of the former, ono iz continually being struck
by meeting a set of people who by their peculimly fair
complexion and usually light grey eyes arvest attention.
These are Chitpavan Brahmans, a class from whom were
derived the Peshwas or Brabman rulers of Poona. They
now rank as high as any Brahmans; bot history goes lo
show that this position was not gained in a moment,
and that for many a long while they suffered from much
disqualification in the cyes of strict Brahmans. Some autho-
rities lave believed that these did mot enter India by
land, but Ly way of the sea; and one of the Purins (the
Sahyadri Khand), relates that when Parashurhm (one of
the incarnations of Vishnn), to whom in Hindoo mythology
is attributed the reclamation of the western lowlands of
Hindustan from the sea, had so defiled himself on account
of his slaughter of the Kshatryas, that Brahmans refused
to perform any purificatory rites for him, there happened
to be cast on shore by the sea the bodies of fourteen
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shipwrecked foreigners. These corpses Parashurim resuscitat-
ed, taught them Brahman rites, and made them bis puri-
ficators. l'or them he reclaimed the Konkan, by inducing
the sea 1o retire for the space of a bow-shot. This bow-
shot, in the hands of the superbuman archer, covered a
distance of no less than thirty miles; and on the
long strip of territory thirty miles wide thus obtained, Parashu-
rim settled his new-made Brahmans, who, for veasons
variously assigned, became called Chitpavan Brahmaus,

Mr. Haim Samuel Kéhimkar™® raises the enquiry
whether the Chitpavan Drehmens to whom such ecuvious
legends attach, and whose countenances differentiate them
from Indiane gencrally, may not have been of one com-
mon stock with the Bene-Israel, some of the latter of
whom, he suggests, may at the time of the shipwreck
have been carried to other spots on the sghore of the
Konkan. For oursclves, while fully recognizing the signi-
fieance of the similarities between the two sets of legends,
we feel bound to ask whether it does not seem altogether
more probable ihat in a search after the wonderful which
is so common to man, the DBene-Israel have been led
during process of time to import into their own history
portions of an existing tradition of the country rife round
about them, and thus to appropriate a legend which chiefly
or wholly pertains to another class of people altogether ?
The legend may have been so far founded on fact in that
the original londing of the Bene-Israel on Indian coasts
may have been connected with a shipwreck while they
were making for parts beyond: or the tradition may be

* Sketeh of the History of Bene-Israel, p, 2.
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wholly fabulous, and wu wmers growth of ages. Tt was
foroibly nssailed by a correspondent in the Jewish Chron-
icle of February 2Ist, 1902; and his contention was
hardly set alt rest by the defence of the popular view
which appeared in the issue of the ssma paper of April
5th, 1902, That the Bene-Israel at certain stages of their career
as a community in India have been the victims of credn-~
lity is clear from other facts ; for it must lave been
by a distinet reach after the purely marvellous, and a
plein mixing of the real and trae with the wholly fan-
ciful and imaginary, that the Bene-Israel accustomed them-
selves in process of time to an anuual pilgrimage to a
village in the Konkan where they had o tradition that
Elijoh the prophet had appoared to thew, and had thenco as-
conded to licaven, To the [nir kept sunually in homour of
this supposed evenl, we shall have oceasion to refer again
horeafter

A Possmsre Cuus.

What is apparently more solid fact, and more perti-
nent in its bearing on the guestion of the mode of set-
tlement of the Bene-Israel on Indian shores, is ihe cir-
eumstance that within about ten miles of the village of
Nawgaon (or “New Village” as the name signifies ),
which the Bene-Israel claim a8 the spot of their frst
landing and abode in 1ndia, is (almost certainly) the
site of an historic and very ancient port and emporium
of foreign commerce, {0 which in olden times ships resort-
ed from distant countries, especislly from Kgypt and the
Persian Gulf, The plnce posscsses o name whith by its
peculiar spelling and pronuncistion has lent itsell to all
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kinde of transformations and modifications in the hands
of foreign visitors, Greek, Roman, Arab and others. Tt
is now wusually written ¢ Cheul” or ¢ Chaul” locally;
but its medial letter being influenced Ly a nasal, its pro-
nunciation differs considerably from what the spelling of
the word by itself would suggest. Its local pronunciation
at the present day is as nearly as possible “Tsemvul® or
% Tgemval.” Tnscriptions found in connection with some
famous Budhist caves, near Bombay, known as the Kan-
heii Caves, supposed to date A. D. 130, quote the name
a8 “ Chemula,” and there scems almost overwhelming evi-
dence to identify the place with the *Timulla” or «8i-
mulla” of Ptolemy (A.D.150), and the * Semulla® of
the author of the * Periplus Muaris Erithrei”™ (A. D, 247).
Arabs eailor have since called it * Saimur™ or “Jajmurj”
and o Chinese traveller, Hwen Thsang, in A.D. 42, desig-
nates it “Tchi-Mo-Lo.” A Russian traveller in 1470
( Athanasins Nikitin) calls it « Chivil.” Peering down the
vigtas of the ancient past, Cheul can probably eclaim high
antiquity under the older nasmes Champivali and Revalik-
shetra, which would earry it back to Vedic times. The
gite of Old Cheul isa mile or two distant from the
comparatively recent Portugnese town of Lower Cheul, or
Revdanda, which in its location has followed the receding
gea, This in its turnm is now but a site of ruined
churches and bastions. In the present village of Revdanda
which stends close to the rvwins of the latter, the Beno.
Israel to-day possess a synagogue. Withont venturing to
pronounce positively on the question, it would not be
wholly unreasonable to suppose that the arrival of the
Bene-Isracl may lbave been in some way connected with
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the resorl of their ancestors to this (probable) port for
purposes of merchandize, which may have resulted ultimate-
ly in wettlements and colomies, and finally in & perma-
nent domicile, voluntary or involuntary, om the part of
their  descendanis, We lope later on to discuss this
latter question more fully.

Tur Ixpiay HoMe or TEE BENE-IsRAEL,

Here, then, in the near neighbourhood of what was
apparently an ancient end once celebrated emporium of
foreign {rade, iz the spot which the Bene-Israel claim
as the place of their carliest residence in Indian, Over a
well-defined {ract of country, north, east, and south of
this locality—starting from a point parallel with the north
of the island of Bombay, extending to & part of the
coast some sixty wmiles south of it. and reaching ecestwards
some thirty miles up to the foot of the Sahyhdri Ghats
—are found thickly dotted on the maps the villages from
which the surnames of the present Bene-Israel are taken,
thereby marking them as places of former fixed settlement
with them, In the time of the Peshwa, and under the
British rule also up to the year 1866, much of the sou-
thern portion of this region was comprised under a sub-
division of territory known as Rajpuri, which in other
words is the “Rajapur” mentioned in Buchanan’s Chris-
tian Researches® Since a swrvey made in 1866, this por-
tion of the country has heen redistributed, and now forms
part of the Roha and Mangaon talukas (or sub-divisions) of
the Collectorate (or district) of Kolaba, The Pen and

*Poge 227 (XIth Ed. ).
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Panvel talukas of the same distriet, on the north, and the
Mangaon ialuka of the sme, logether with the Native Stato
of Janjira, on the south, take in all the rest of the pieco
of country which we have spoken of above as forming the
Indion home of the Bene-Israel. Throughout numerous vil-
Inges of the same, scattered often but by twos and ihrees
in a village, are still 10 bo found a large number of
Ben-lsraclite fowmilies. In  ils  country towns such as
Alibag, Revdanda, Roha-Ashtawi, Pen, and Panvel, the
Bene-Tsinel tend, of course, to congregats in larger num-
bers.  Ahuost in the extreme south of this trast of conn-
try, advaulageounsly situnted on the Janjira creek, was the
seaputt town of Rajpuri, from which one of the leading
lumilier of the Bene-Israel, the Rajpurkars, take their sur-
names. .\ prominent  ropreseniative of this family, un-
il lis death m J’O."), for many years adorned the city of
of Bowbay in the person of Mr. Joseph Ezekiel Rajpur-
kar, 3. r.,a gentleman, whe from being onee a pupil of
the late  Dr. John Wilsan, rose by lis learning, to distine-
tion as a Fellow of the Bombay University, and by lis
many books published, to be an ornament to his commu-
nity. The town of Rajpmri still exists, and is known as
Danda-Rajpuri. 16 perhaps gave it~ name to the district
of Rajpuri above-mentioned. Ttself of old a place of import-
anee, it stands but a mile or two removed from the much
more famous seaport and fort of Janjira, which is thought
by many to have been in former times the Zizerus, or
Bigerdis of Strabo and Pliny, and if so was a favourite
Indion port of Arab sailors to make for after leaving the
Arabian coant af Bnagros (Cape Fartague ).
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The sarnames of the Bene-Isreel have been almost
inveriably formed by adding the syllable kar ( pronounced
to rhyme with “stir” ) to the names of the villages to
which at one time their owners belonged, and signifying
in effect, *‘resident of.” Thus, the inhabitant of the town
of Rajpuri became known as ¢ Rajpurkar;” the resident
of Pen as “ Penkar;” the inhabitant of Apte as ¢ Apte-
kar,” and the like. These surnames are now no longer in
process of formation, but arve stereotyped; and so Bene-
Israel are now constantly to be found resident in towns
and villages to which their names beamr no relation; and
even from which, in consequence perhaps of iheir being
comparatively modern places of resort with them, no Bene-
Israelite names are derived. Thus there are now numerous
Bene-Israel resident at Bombay, Panvel, Chirner, Poonas,
and Thana: but from none of these places i a Bene-
Israelite surname derived. Into these places the Bene-
Isvael have brought with them the surnames which they
have in bygone times obtained in the earlier villages of
their sojourn: and thus a Penker will be found in
Bombay, an Aptekar in Panvel, and the like. The writer
has been able with the greatest ease to draw up a Mt
of over seventy surnames formed in the way described from
various villages still known within the limits of the tract
of country of which mention has been made, and is only
withheld from reproducing them here, in the form of a
footnote, by limitations of space. At the present moment
the tendency amongst the progressive members of the Behe-
Israclite community is to drop these surnames, perhaps be-
cause they are thought to constitute something of a social
hendicap amongst those who are anxious to avoid, in their
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efforts to attain an equality ( supposed to be lost) with
their Jewish brethren elsowhere, any reminders of a quasi-
indigenous Indian origin. The bare ¢Moses Abraham,”
or “Davil Elijah,” and the like are now preferred to the
older threefold arrangement which gave (in accordance with
common Indian usage) first the name of the individua),
next the name of the father, and thirdly the surname,
The change is at any rate to be regretted in the interests of
convenience. The confusion cansed by it is very much that which
might be expected to occur were Englishmen to drop their sur-
names, and each to content himself with adding to his own
christian name, ihe Christian name of his father.

While on the subject of nmmes, we had better treat
of tho other names besides surnames borne by the Bene-
Tsrnel, Now-a-days there is hardly any Scriptural name in
use amongst Jews elsewhere which iz not to be found
amongst the Bene-lsracl. But Dr. Wilson in his day
thought it remarkable that the name Judah amongst men,
and the favouritc Jewish name Iisther amongst women,
were said, at the time he made his enquiries, not to he
found : whereas, of all names amongst men, Reuben was
said to be the most common. A curious circumstance is
the way in which Biblical names have been adapted and
changed to bring them into conformity with Indian styles
of names. The following are examples, the Hebrew names
of which they are modifications being given in parenthe-
ses =—Banaji ( Benjamin), Musaji (Moses), Abaji (Abra-
ham), Haronji ( Asron), Samaji (Ssmwuel), Dawndji
(David), Essaji (Isasc ), Akoobji (Jacob), Essubji
(Joseph), ILloji (Elijah), Hassaji (Hezkiel—Ezekiel ),
Rameji (Roabamim ), Reubenji (Reuben), Sullimanji (Solo-
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mon ), Shamshonji (Bemson), Shallumji ( Shallum). These
Indianized Hebrew names are among the characteristies
which are now Dbeing laid aside in increasig degrees by
the Bene-Isracl; but they are yet general amongst those
in the villages at the present day. A number of purely
Hindo names, not Israelite ab all, although almost entircly
unassocinted, it is said, with those of Hindu deities, have
been in vogue amongst both men and women of the Bene-
Isrel, but are now being laid aside. Such amongst men
hove been Buddji, Babdji, Banduji Ddddji, Sakuji, Nathuji,
Tttuji,* and a numbor of others; and amongst women,
Lidubai, Aksbai, Baiabai, Nénubai, Thakubai, Zaitubai,
Balkubai, Sonabai, and numerous others, The termination
«Bai” it must be explained, is ome of respect, ocor-
responding somewhat to our “Mrs.” or “Miss”; and
this affix is sdded also when the names are Secriptural
ones, é. g, Sipporahbai, Dinahbai, Segullahbai, Yochebedbai,
Simhahbai, Shebabai, Ruthbai, Hannshbai, Mirigmbai, and
the like.

Rrrnieciovs Cugroms or THE BENm-IsramL,

During long centuries of practical isolation from others
of their race, it iz not surprising that the Bene-Isrnel
ghould have lapsed into not only great forgetfulness of
the customs of their people, but also into religious igno-
yance geneally, Xven Hebrew has been forgotten by them,
with the execption of one principal formula. Still the
darkness of their solitery habitation during the ages does
not seem to have heen wholly unbroken, Now and then,

* Many of these words signify relationships, as ¢ brother, ”
“ ¢hild, ¥ *grandson, * &o.
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according to their traditions—the latier borne out by other in-
dicstions alsp—it was interrupted by the fitful gleam of
the amrival of some teacher from among their brethren
of other regions, By the instrumentality of such, certain
later observances of Judaism seem 4o have been superin-
duced upon what were not unlikely much older Habrew
rites, In spite, however, of such occasional religions re-
vivals amongst them, the DBene-Israel when first brought
under the notico of modern Clristian observers, a century
more or less ngo, had veached a state which but for a
few clear and wuwnmistakable evidences of their Isvaelite
origin, might have made it difficult to identify them as
members of the ancient nation at all. Fortunately, how-
ever, up to the time that they emerged out of their long
seclusion into the notice of observers of the present day,
they had retained certain very characteristic tokens of
their ancestry and faith, For one thing, they had con-
tinned io practice circumeision. This would not in itself,
except for its practice in infancy, bave differentiated
them from Mahompdans, But they had also retained
Saturday as their weekly day of solemn observance, gain-
ing for themselves, as we have seen,* amongst their neigh-
bours the appellation of * Saturday oilmen” thereby. Again,
although no scrolls of the law in Hebrew, nor books of
religion of eny kind had survived among them, jyot they
had retained in memory the Shema Timael, i. e, the
great Jowish formula, *“Hear O Israel, the Lord our God
is one Lord;” and for the lack of any other religions
form of service, they were wont to wuse this formula, often
repeated many times over, on nearly every conceivable re-
* See Page 2.
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ligions occasion, whether of fast, festival, birth, marriage
or burial. Again, they bLal retained the distingyishing
Israclite practice of wearing the side-locks of the hair
of their head long, in supposed allusion to Levit. xix. 27;
indeed from their custom, in common with Mahomadans
and others in India of shaving their head, the retention
of these “peahs,” or love-locks, in front of the ears is
wont to give the observance of the supposed precept &
peculiarly exaggerated appearance. Once more, the fact
that those visitors who occasionally appeared amongst the
Bene-Israel from other lsrnelite communities seem to have
found no difficulty in recognising the claims of the Bene-
Israel to be of true Israelite origin to be well founded,*
~—4the fact that Buchanan in his records of conversations
with the (so-called) *“Black” Jews of Cochin in 1808
found them cognizani of a section of their race who
they said had migrated among other places fo Rajapur
(ie, as said sbove, to the tract of country till lately
known as Rajpuri, in the Bombay Presidency), as well
ag Cochin,t —ond the fact that the Bene-Israel themselves
have handed down one consistent tradition of themselves as to
their Hebrew descent,—~all helps to put doubt as to
their origin at rest. Moreover, in the matter of the dis-
tinction of meats, Mr. Haim 8. Kehimkar points oub
that although oblivious to all the finer and more intricate
practices of the Talmudic Jews of tfo-day in connection

s " Although David Rahabi was convinved that the Bene-
Isracl were the real descendmnts of the Jews, he wished to exa-
mine them further. He therefore gave their women clean and
unclean fish to be cooked together, but they singled out the
clean from unclean onos, aa.yiuﬁ they never uged fish that had
neither fins nor seales.”—Mr. H. B. Kehimkar's Sketoh, page 20.

t Okrivtian Researches, poge 227 (Eleventh Bdition).
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with the separation of clean and unclean, the Bene-Israel
had & rough and ready way of dealing with the matter
for themselves, They solved the question of which animals
exectly were permissible for food, and which were prohibit-
ed, by confining themselves to fowls, sheep and goats, re-
moving only the prescribed sinew in the leg ( Gen. xxxii
32), or otherwise abstaining from eating the hindquarters
of the animal altogether. They would not kill maimed
or defective animels, mnor eat those which had died of
themselves or which had been strangled or torn by beasts
of prey. They absiained from blood and fat. In regard to
fish they would only est those which had both fing and
geales. It is said that swer-Dhau, or swine-ester”, is
still their grossesi epithet of abuse. The above consider
ations, apart from such other evidences as complexion,
contour of countensnce, &c., to which we may perhaps refer
later, will be deemed sufficient, we think, io establish the
right of the Bene-Israel to claim a true Teraelite origin
and doscent.

Cerraiy Revicious OBSERVANCES IN VOGUE AMONGST
ruR DBeENE-IJsrikEL NoT IN Comyon UseE aMoNGET
JEWS ELSEWHERE,

Use of Frankincense.

Until within the last three~quarters of a century the
Bene-Israel were accustomed to burn Frankincense on a
number of ceremonial ocoasions. It hes been discontinued
by them out of deference to the representations of modern
Jews from Cochin and clsewhere, who have been among them
of late yoars, ond who bave condemned it as a non-Jewish prac-
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tice, not to sny an idolatrous one. Incense has, of course, never
been employed by the Jews al large since the destruction of
the Secoud Temple. Its use is unknown to Talmudic Jews,
It is, however, not without significance that emongst the ancient
Jews of China, now represented by the remmant surviving at
K’ai-Fung-Fu, whose tradition is that their emtry into China
was by way of the west (vid India?), there is evidence that
frankincense was in plentiful use for purposes of worship,
Provision was made for burning it in their synagogue at
K'ai-Fung-Fu in a Iaxge brazen vase; and there is record, even,
of incense for use in the suid synagogue being presented by
the Emperor (sce Jewish Encyclopedia, Art. “China”). The
slatement sometimes made with rogard to the Bene-Isracl, to
the effect that their use of frankincense was one of the customs
borrowed by them from the Hindus, seems open to consider-
able doubt, The Hindus do indeed employ incense in con-
nection with their offerings tn idols, often in conjunction with
camphor; but they are said ordinarily to use the more common
incense of the country called dhup ( a word of Sanscritic origin ),
whereas the Bene-Israel, like the Mahomadans also, use the
true incense ,(resin of Boswellia serruia), known in Indis as
lobhin ( Arabic, luban; Hebrew, lebonah; Sansorif, srirdsd;)
or ag ud (also an Arabic word).* Whether we have in this
ceremonial nse of incense by the Bene-Israel a vestige of older
usages than those now prevailing amongst Talmudie Jews—
in fact, o survival, as Mr. Haim Kehimkar would urge, of
religious customs deting from Mishnaic times;—or whether
the practice, both in Indin and in China, is to be held to be

[* Further investigation leads me to modify what 1 had written
here. Hindus also will nse the foreign incense in conjunction with
that locally produced; witness the use of udbailis, or pastiles made
of ud. They mix ud also ordinarily, it is said, with dhup, ]
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one derived from the contamination of surrounding idolatry,
is a question which we must ask our kind readers themselves
to decide, if they are able.

The Nazarite Vow.

Although growing yearly more uncommon, the sight of a
Ben-Israolite lad with long hair tressed up at the back of his
head, after the manner of a woman’s, is a sight which still
occasionally meets the eyo. Such & lad has been the subject of
a vow; and until the vow has been paid, a razor will not be
permitted to pass over his head. When the day arrives on
which the lad’s parents feel able to redeem the vow, the hair
will be shaved off, put into the balances, and be weighed against
gilver or gold, according to the naturc of the vow (some say
that the hair ought to be sowked in water first, to inorease
its weight ), and the money so forthcoming, which it was
the custom once to expend in charity, will be given to the
synagogue funds. Have we here, or have we not, an example
of the survival of a Palestinisn custom dating back behind
Talmudic Judaiem? The shaved off hair is thrown into the
sea, or into some river or tank, and is not burned as prescribed
in Number vi. 18, This is in close analogy with much else
that is religions in India, where the culmination of religious
performance continually consists in precipitating something
into the water. It probably is traceable to Hindu reverence
for the Ganges, which is commonly supposed to reappear
in meny rivers, tanks, &c* The practice seems to have
infected other religions than the Hindu. Indian Mahomadans
( of the Sunni majority ) on their Tabut day of the Mohurram
festival wind up by & procession to the waterside to immerse

* Some dispute this. I merely offer the suggestion.
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their representations of the tombs of Hassan and Husain, or
st loast of some portions of them (the part for the whole);
Hindus have a similar procession to immerse the eathen
images of their god Ganpati at the close of the Ganesh
Chaturthi festival; and cast the ashes of their cremated dead
into some river or tank, &c. And the Bene-Israel would
seem perhaps not to have been behind the ways of the country
in this their substitute for burning the hair of the Nazerite.*

#* Mr. Halm 8. Kehimkar desoribes the vows of the Bene-Israel
as_follows:— Vows were generally made by women, but where either
fulfilled by their parents or husbands. A vow was sometimes made
by & woman who had no male issue. In the event of her getting a son
she generally kept him Nazir. 4. ¢, there would be no razor upon his
head for six or seven years. After the child became six or seven
years old, he was led in prooession, and brought home again, when
his head wos shaved and weighed againet gold or silver (according
to the vow made by the woman), which was given in charity,
but now is given to the synagogue. The shaved hair was
thrown into the sea and not burnt, as stated, Numbers vi.
18. A feast was given in the evening in the following man-
ner:—After the invited party came in, a olean white towel or
clean white sheet was spread on the floory whereon & dish containin,
Malida, five pieces of unleavened hread made of rice-flour besmea.reﬁ
with sweets, twigs of Subja, and five pieces of cooked liver of a

oat, was placed. Another dish contamning cakes of wheaten flour
ried in oiIi, and wafers of unleavened bread also fried in oil, and
livers and gizzards of as many fowls as may have been Lilled on
the oconsion, was also placed there. The dish also contained a glass
of wine, or other liquor, as & drink offering, and several other
plates filled with all sorts of fruits were kept upofi the sheet,
over which they said Kiriyatk Shema about a dozen times. Nowadays
Vayitenlekha, i.e., the verses of blessing eaid after Habdalla, are
repeated, After the ceremony was over, a handful of Malida, together
with a twig of Subja and a piece of each of the articles kept in the
dish and in the plates, were taken by the man who officiated as
priest in his own hands, and before presenting these to the lady
who had made the vow he asked her what had caused her to make
the vow. On her giving the reacon, she was told that she was free
from her vow, and the Malids was given o her, The articles in
the dish and plates were distributed among the party, except the
pieces of liver and giezard, as well as the Hive piecces of cakes and
wafers, which were kept by the officiating :Friest for himsgelf, while
the guests were served with the feast. This reminds ue of the
Nazarite offering mentioned in Numb. vi. 14, exceph that the Bene.
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Use made of Subja, Jalida, Goat's Liver, d-e.

How far the Bene-Israel have been imitators of the Indian
Mahomadans; how far Mahomadan practices in India and else-
vwhere owe their origin to the familiarity of Mahomad with
Jewish customs and his borrowings from them; how far both
Mahomadan and Ben-Ieraelite religious practices have been
influenced and modified in India by the prevailing Hinduism
around them; and how far the present characleristic obser-
vances of the Bene-Israel date back in their origin behind both
Mahowadanism and Talmudic Judaism, are all open questions,
aud we must for the most part leave our readers to form their
own conclusions regarding them, Weo can but ourselves
deseribe things as they weet our cye.

Subje is & {ragrant herb, somewhat resembling mint,
used in o variety of ways for different religious purposes by
the DBene-Israel. Likewise, it is so used by the Indian
Mahomadans. Its Dbotanical name is Ocymum pilosum vel
basilicum. Tt is allied in genus to the Z'ulsi, or sncred plani
of the Hindus (“holy basil”—Ocymum sanctum), of whiel
it is a lorger variety. In its frequency and variety of use
amongst the Bene-Isracl it reminds us of the place occupied
by the Ayssep in the Israelite offerings of the Mosaic law. This
latter mueh-debated herb (the hyssop ), though by many
now believed to be identical with the caper, was by older
authorities believed to have been a mint or a marjoram, &

Tarael did not sacrifice a lamb, gont or fowl as o burnt-offering, which
they said could not be done without their own dominion. All the
things that were prepared on the occasion were eaten on that day
and the day following and nothing was left for the third, as
mentioned in Lev, vii. 18, 17. Vows were also made for the recovery
of persons who were ill, or for getting out of difficulties, and were
fullilled in & similar manner, ”—Sketch. Pages 11, 12,
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fragrant herb to which the Subja would most strietly corres-
pond. Some have suggested to the writer that the Subje may
have to do with the use more recenily made by the Jews of
the myrtle (Nehem. viii. 15.) The Jews have a form of
blessing upon Hsamim “wweet scents,” isbhe b'samim, sweet
herbs,” &c, The Ben-Israelite use of Subja, however, seems
to point to something more distinctly used in offerings, like
the hyssop of old, rather than to anything so occasionally
used ns the myrile (ase g, at the Feast of Tabernacles
amongst Jews now ).

Malida, is & cako (in the case of the Bene-Isreel, nsually a
rice-bread ) made wp with milk, molasses, butter, &e.
The word is Persian. It especially describes in India the above
conlection as offored at the shrinc of a Mahomadsn Pir (or
saint ). Figuratively it is used of anything much crushed or
squeczed, and to meke Malida of an oppoment may mean to
pommel him into & mummy (Molesworth). Malida holds
a conspicuous place in the old Ben-Israelite ceremonies, as
they now come to light.. Whether we have in it a vestige of
the nncient Mosaioc mont offerings iz only a thought which
we suggest to the consideration of our readers,

Goat's liver and the gizeards of fowls, brought and offered
after being cooked, to the officiant, form another prominent
element in the religious rites of tho Bene-Israel. It must
be remembered that little, if any, other flesh than that of
goats® and fowls is partaken of by the Bene-Israel.

Beel they have abstained from, doubtless out of deference
to the state of Hindu feeling around them. We may remember

* (jouts may be taken to include sheep, which, however, are not
so common ag the former,
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that in accordance with Exod. xxix. 13, 22, and Lev. iii. 4,
10, 15, “ the caul thai is upon the liver” was one of the
parts of the animal peculiarl dedicated to God. The LXX.
curiously renders ¢ Aofdg roi fwarog, for ‘caul upon the Hver,”
as thongh they believed an actual part of the liver to be
offered. It is, perhaps, more probable that the rite has some
entirely differenl derivation, being possibly, as we have hinted
in the case of the Jalida, an adaptation of the law of the meat-
offering, the parts offerod being, perhaps, considered choice,
and represepting, perhaps, also, a proportion of the animal
slain within the power of the offerer to give, and adequete
to the occasion. The writer has been unable to irace any
practice analogous to the above amongst either Hindus or
Mahomadans, so that it is difficult to sece whence it could
have been Lorrowed.*

The Cup of Blessing.

The revival of Synagogues and synagoguc-worship amongst
the Bene-Isrnel is a thing of less than a cenlury and &
half old. The Jewish Liturgy which ihey use is that of ihe
Sephardim, and those perhaps are 1ight who suppose ihat
when the Bene-Isruel re-inaungurated their synagogue services
they adopted for use books which were current at the time
amongst the Jews of Cochin.4 .\ common form of prayer-book
which they use in the Synagogue iz one published al Leg-
horn, and entitled * Prayers for the Month” ( I"philoth

¢ SBome would suggest that these last practices have grown out
of a desire en the pmt of the officiants to benofit themselves at the
titne of such offerings, the portions received by the officiant being a
sort of perquisite levied on the offerer. Even so it would be but a
substitute for that enjomned in Numb. vi. 20.

tDr. Wilson believes that they received their Hebrew Liturgy from
the Jews of Arabia. Hee Lands of the Bible, Vol IL. page 670,
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Hahodesh ). One or two practices which are in vogue amongst
the Bene-Israel in their Synagogues seem to call for somewhat
gpecial notice. One of them is (to adopt the numenclature
of Dr. Wilsont) the * Cup of blessing™; the other is the

« Kiss of peace.”

The “Cuap of Blessing” is, perhaps, but a performance of
the Habdalah enacted in the Synagogue, with the addition
that all present partake of the contents of the cup. Our
readers perhaps will hardly require to be told that the Hab-
dalah is the name of & ceremony whereby a separation is
placed between times that are sacred, and those that are
ordinary—between, eg., a Babbath and week-day, or between
& fostival and an ordinery day. The word Huabdaloh itself
means ¢ neparation” or ¢ distinction.” It is performed both
in the Synagogue snd in the home. It was perhaps realized
among the DBene-Israel that the number of literate per-
gons being few amongst them, this ceremony would not be
adequately performed unless done in the Synagogue only,
The ceremony, as it meets the eye of the onlooker, iz con-~
ducted as follows :—A. cup of wine (usnally only juice ex-
pressed from raising for the purpose) is put into the hands
of the Chazan or reader. He pronounces a blessing over it
and partskes of it. Some of the wine thus blessed is poured
into & large vessel full of similar wine, of which the congre-
gation at large is now to parteke, The Sexton ( Shamash )
with his atlendant now passes with the large vessel round
the Synagogue, and, using two little silver cups, one of
which he fills while the other is being emptied, gives to each
worshipper his portion. Whether any other explanation can

+ Lands of the Bible Vol. IL pp. 672 and 674.
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be given of this ceremony than its being a modification of
Habdalah, we will ark our intelligent readers to consider.

The Kizs of Peace.

This custom is more difficnlt than the former to connect
with any generally prevailing practice of the Jews elsewhere,
Yet it is evidently so much one with the kiss of poaco
known amongst the early Christians, that one cannot bni
suppose that there is some community of origin between the
two, could it be exactly traced., It is, of course, not difficult
to believe in the possibility of fthe practice having been
handed down amongst the Bene-Israel, and bhaving been
without bresk used by them on occasions of their menting
together at circumeisions, and for such other communal meet-
ings as they may have kept up amongst ihemselves from
the first. It iz performed as follows:—Emanating from the
chief minister, who bestows it on the elders nearest to him,
it passes throughout the congregation. Each individual seeks
it as far as possible from his senior or superior, Extending
the arms with the hands flattened out, and in the position
of the thumbs being uppermost, the person approached takes
the hand between both of his own, similarly held, and the
junior then probably places his remaining hand on the out-
gide of one of those of the person already holding his other
hand. The hands of each are then simultaneously released
and each one immediately passes the tips of his fingers ywhich
have touched those of his neighbour to his month, and kisges
them, He then passes on to receive the same from, or {o
bestow the same on, another; and so on, till all in the Syna-
gogue have saluted one another. Two or three minutes may
be occupied in the process. A movement is going on all
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through the Synagogue, and a distinctly audible sound of
the lips is heard through the building, till all is finished.

This custom prevails amongst the Jews of Cochin as well
as amongst the Bene-Israel of Bombay. As regsrds Chris-
tians, the practice is not as yet extinct. The Syrian
Christians in Malabar regularly use it and it may be o further
cvidence of the intimate connection which we shall endeavour
to show as likely to have existed between the Jews of
India and Persia, especially those formerly of Kurdistan,
that amongst the Nestorian Christians of Kurdistan, the
practice is in vogue to-day aleo. The clergy of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s Mission to the Assyrian Christians
deseribe the kiss of peace as prevailing ( mutatis mutandis )
almost exactly as amongst the Bene-Israel.* The Rev. T.
‘Whitehouse, in a paper contributed to Ewvening Hours in
1873, describes the customn as practised in the White Jews’
Synagogue in Cochin and amongst the Syrian Christians of
8. Thomas there.

Bex-IsraEnITrE MénEs oF OBsEnving Hesnrew Fasts
AxD FEsmivavs.
The interesting subject upon which we now ecnter forms an
additional evidence of the right which we have before insisted

upon of the Bene-Israel to be considered a true branch of the
Hebrew race; for we find them, after a lapse of long periods

# Witness the following from Messrs. Maoclean and Browne's
book, The Oatholicos of the Bast and His People (published by the
8.P.O.K. ), page 265:—'One [descon] goes to the Bema and
says & litany ; another givea the kiss of peace to the peoEle, some-
wga.t as at the daily services except that the celebrant first kisses
the altar and the deacon takes his hand between hie own and Lisses
them, and then goes to the sanctuary door and gives the peace to
the person of highest rank, and then to the next and go on.
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of isolation, observers, in a way peculiarly their own, of the
time-honoured fasts and fesiivals of their people. Certain
omissions there are of holidays observed by modern Jews,
and certain deviations occuy from what would now be considered
the correct method of their observance; sometimes, moreover,
count seems to have been lost of the right dates for keeping
them; bul here, nevertheless on the whole, the well-known
fasts and festivals are. It is not impossible that some of the
discrepancies and omissions noliceable may Dbe indicative of
the grent antiquily of the separation of the ancestors of the
Bene-Isracl from the main body of their people. Mr. Haim
8. Kehimkar holds that many of the present observances of
the Bene-Israel conform rather to & Mishpaic standard then
to those of the {imes of the more developed Rabbinical Judaism.*

We must premise at the outset, loo, ithat there appear
to have heen occasionally, during the long history of the
Bene-Israel in India, times of new departure in religions obger-
vances. Thure have been periods, so it would seemy, when, eon-
sequent upon the advent amongst ihem, from their people
elsewhere, of teachers of their rcligion, certain ritual practices
of later Judaism have been superinduced upon those older ones
formerly known to the Bene-Israsl alone, Mr. Haim thinks
that it is even possible to trace in the very names by which
these fasts and festivals are known amongst the Bene-Israel,
the distinction between the newer and the older ones, For

* 4 We must obgerve that these rites and ceremonies, and the
manners and oustoms of the Bene.Jerael hefore the present religious
revival, which commenced from the time of David Rahabi . . ., .

seem to have a very close analogy with those practised by the Je
in Mishnaic timen."—gSketoh. Page 4.

“Those who are not acquninted with the manners and customs of
the Misknaic times would, however, accuse the Bene-Israel of prac-
tising heathen customs.”-—Sketch, Page 10,
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whereas, a8 he points out, the festivals of greater antiquity
are known to the Bene-Israel nnder nemes derived from the
Marsthi language (the one universelly spoken by the Bene-
Israel as dwellers in the Marstha country), those of Iater
institution appear under Hindustani names. The traditions
of the Bene-Israel narrate that a noteble Jewish visitor and
teacher amongst them in medimval times was one David Rahabi,
who, it is said, effected a considerable religious revolution
amongst them. They hold that he came some 900 years ago,
but it may be reasonably doubted if his visit belongs to quite
such encient history as that. The surname ¢ Rahabi” might
bespesk for its owner an Egyptian origin (Is, L. 9; Ps. lxxxvii.
4), and is a surname amongst the Jews of Cochin at the
present day., As the Bene-Israel knew no Hebrew the com-
munications of such & one with them, if, for example, from
Cochin, may have been expected to have been in Hindustani,
and hence & not improbable reason for the nsmes of the later
festivals being in the Hiodustani dialect; but if so, we have
a further resson for denying to the visit of David Rahabi such
an early date as 900 years ago, since Hindusteni was hardly
in use as a spoken langnage till about 4.p. 1400.*

Following Mr. H. 8. Kehimkar's classification, we will
first take note of those religious fasts and festivals possessing
Marathi names, and all characterized by the Marathi designa-
tion san ( pronounced to rhyme with “turn™), which denotes
alike a religious season, whether of fast or festival. It will be
noticed that the names of the festivals are often taken from
the domestic usages connected with their observance, snd in
one case from the fact of the festival synchronizing with a
well-known Hindu one.

# Prof. Monier William’s Modern India { Trhbner & Co. ) Page 154.
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1. Navydchg* San, i.., * Feast of the New [ Year].” In
connection with this feast, only one day is observed by the
Bene-Israel, and not two, as with modern Jews, Hersin they
adhere the more closely to Num, xxix. I,

8. Khirichd San, ie, “Feast of [ partaking of ] Khsr”
The domestic speciality connected with this feast is the partaking
of a confection made of grains of new rice compounded with
sugar, scraped cocoanut, and spices, known as Kh#.f This
ia an example of a feast of which the date of the observance
has become doubtful, Itis apparently intended to correspond
with the Feast of Tabernacles, but the time at which it has been
used to be kept by the Bene-Igrael differs from the true date
of the latter by a fortnight. Mr. Haim supposes that the
error may have arisen from the difficulty of keeping up ina
strange land the publicity of a feast like Tabernaclos, which
called for the building of booths; and that to the failare of
outward observance may have succeeded an error as to itg
right date of occurrence.

8. Ddifdlnichd San.} ¢ Fast of Door-closing,” This fast

* Note that the syllable ‘‘cha” in this and similar words is pro-
nounced “tas’’ An accented o’ means that it is pronounced long,
like *a* in ‘‘rather.” An unaccented “a’ is pronounced, as shown

already, like the *u” in “turn.” An accented *i” means that it is
pronounce like “ee* in *head.”

+ * On this day they prepared Khtr (a sort of pudding made of new
corn mixed with cocoanut juice and some sweets ). A dish full of this
pudding with a twig of Subjo ( Ocymum piloswn vel basilicam) was
placed on a white sheet. A censer with frankincense burning therein
was also placed near the dish. Kiﬂ'ga.th 8hema wes then repeated. This
being done, the pudding was shared by the family. None would eat
it before the Kiriyath Shema was repﬁa.ted, and this is still observed

by the Beni-lsrael.”—Mr. Haim 8. Kehimkar's Skeioh of the History
of Beni-Tsrael.

1 N.B.—8on, as mentioned above, serves to indicate fast as ‘well as

festival, according to context, meaning simply, as we should esy,
“holiday,”
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corresponds to the great Jewish fast of the Day of Atonement,
The Bene-Israel were wont on this day to rigidly shut them-
solves up in their houses, to fast, wear white clothing, avoid
contact and even conversation with those of other castes and

religions, and believed that on this day their sins were forgiven
them.*

4. Holiché San. * Feast of Holi [ time].” The Holiisa

Hindu festival of very popular, but, unhappily, of grievously
debased and riotoms character.f Its time synchronized with

the Jewish feast of Purim, which amongst the Bene-Israel

# “ On the day previous to this fast they bathed in hob water and
then in cold, dined at nine or ten in the morning, supped at about
five in the evening, and fasted until the evening of the next day up to
seven. They did not stir out of doors, which they kept locked
throughout the daﬁ. They did not touch the people of other denomi.
nations, nor did they exc; ange words with them, from the time they
took & bath till the next evening. They dressed themselves in white,
as thei thought that it was more than a Babbath, and that God for-

gave their sins on that day. The next day they gave alms to the poor,
and called it Shila Sanm, i.e., a stale holiday, which is, of course,
Simhat Cohen. On this day they visited their relatives and friends, in
token of the preservatiém of their lives in spite of their sins. There
waes one peculiar motion among the Bene-Israel with regard to this
holidey ; it waa that the souls of the departed visited their habitations
on the day of Hreb Kippur, i.c. the day provious to Atonement, and
left on the morning of the Stmhat Oohen ; but whether this notion was
an ori{inal one, or of a latter teaching cannot now be ascertained.
{ Numb. xxix,, 7)”"—Mr, Haim 8. Kehimkar's Sketch.

Mr. Haim uuﬁgeats that the name ‘ Door.olosing” may have some
agsociation with one of the ¢fAdditional Prayers® of the Dag of
Atonement in the modern Jewish Prayer-book, called ¢ Neyela,” or
the “Closing of the Doors, ” from which the Bene-Israel may have
adopted the name. We would ourselves suggest that if there be some-
thing in the theory it may rather be that the Ben-Israelite
name of the day may point back to some early ocustom of which the

prayer in the modern Jewish office may be itself of the mature of a
commemoration.

+ *The 13th Adar was kept an a fast; and the 14th was rogarded as
afeast. They called it FHoliocha San as it always fell during the
Hindu holidays. On the 14th they sent presents of sweetmesats made
at home to one another.”—Mr. H. 8, Kehimkex’s Sketoh. Fage 7.
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received in consequence this apparently heathen name. But
the import of the Feast of Purim was forgotien by them, and,
a8 in the case of the New Year's Festival, the Bene-Israsl do
not observe the second day of the Festival, as modern Jews
are wont to do.

8. Andsi Ddnkdchd San. ¢ Feastival of Jar-closing.” This
festival corresponds to the great onme of the Passover, The
bread used by the Bene-Israel, made from rice-flour, is at all
times an unleavened bread, and so the question of leaven does
not sarise in connection with it. Ands is the name of an
earthen chatty or jar, used to contain a sour mixtlure used as
a sauce, and possibly the only article about a Ben-Israelite
house to which the suspicion of fermentation or leaven could
altach. The Bene-Israel signalized this festival by the
ceremony of covering up and setting aside the andsi-jar,
which after eight days was again opened and wused. The
memory of the deliverance from Egypt as the true reason of
this festival has faded from their minds.

6. Biradydchd San. “Fast of [ partaking of ] Biradyd.”
This fast corresponded to that for the destruction of the first
Temple, kept on the 9th Ab., It was characterized among the
Bene-Israel by the fast being broken at the end of the day
by parteking of a curry made of a kind of pulse named biradyd.
For eight days previous to this fast the Bene-Isrsel were wont
to partake only of a vegetable diet, and on the evening preced-
ing the fast the food was secved out on plantain leaves.*

Among the feagts of older observance should have been omne
corresponding to the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost. But

# “To symbolize that the Israelites had no household utensils to

partake of their food from, at the time of the loss of their dominion
and power.”—Mx. H, 8. Kehimkar's Sketoh. Page 7.




Mopr or Onsmrvine Fasrs AND FESTIVALS. 37

neither amongst these earlier femsts, nor amongst those pre-
sumably introduced later on by David Rahsbi, is there
any trace of such a festival amongst the Bene-Israel. Perhaps
the special purpose of this {estival was one liable to make its
observance out of Palestine readily drop into disuse,*

We come now to those later holidays in observance amongst
the Bene-Israel, which, instead of being characterizel by
the Marathi word San, which is of Sanscritic o1igin, bear the
Hindustani titles of “Rqjé” ( of Persian origin ), * Qorus”
( of Arabic origin ), and the like,

1. Ramzdn., In its common signification this title is the
well-known one which designates the month of strict fast
(from sunrise to sunset) kept annually by the Mahomadans.
It must, therefore, have been borrowed by the Bene-Ierael in
days subsequent to the rise of Mahomadanism. It is used by
the former to express their observance, in the Hebrew month
Ellul, of the days of expiation, when it is customary, according
to the Sepharci rité, to recite cerlnin penitential prayers called
Selichoth, and, in the case of many persons, to practice fastings
during some five weeks preceding the Day of Atonement.f The
name does not, of course, imply that the days coincide in date
with those of the Mahomadan Ramzan, which it is needless

# Mr, Haim 8. Kehimkar would account for its loss as follows :—
% The Fenat of Pentecost, which falls on the fiftieth day after Passover,
was forgotten by the Bene.Israel owing to the abremce of synagogues
and to the want of any peculiarity of the day. Hadima. i.e. keeping
up at night and reading the Bible was a peoullarity of the day; but
they neither had the Bible, nor could they read Hebrew; consequently
they could not remember it.”—Sketoh. Page 9.
t See Yoo Modena of Venice, History of the Rites, Customs and
Manner of Life of the Present Jews throughout the World, English
translation. London 1650. P. 139.
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to say, they could not do; but only that the two correspond in
character.

2 Navydchd Rojd. *“Fast of the New [ Year ].” So-called
because it occurred but & day or two after the New Year's
Festival. It appears to correspond with the Fast of Gedaliah,
observed by Jews on the 8rd of Tishri. (II Kings xxv. 25;
Jer. xli. 2.)

8. Sabdbi Rojd. In date this fast ocorresponds with the
Fast of Tebeth, kept by Jews on the 10th of the month
Tebeth, in commemoration of the commencement of the siege
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar “II Kings xxv. 1; Zech.
viii, 19). But the meaning of the title remains a problem.
If the derivation of the word Sebdbi be Hindustani, it should
mean ‘ meritorious,” We sholl see directly that another fash
observed by the Bene-Isracl, occurring on anothor date, is
known by the seme title. Perhaps it may be permitted usto
believe that the name relates to & time when the observance
of this fasl was introduced ot o late date, end wes super-added
to older ones ; and not being of established usage its observance
was represented as an act of special piety or merit.

4, Elijak Hoannabichd Oorus  ** Fair of Elijah the Prophet.”
This is an extraordinary festival, and points back to times of
marked religious decadence amongst the Bene-Israel in India,
and to the reign of unauthenticated legend among them fit to
rank heside their tradition of the survival of the seven couples
from shipwreck, end of the descent of the present Bene-Israel
from them, Hindug and Msahomadans alike have their well-
known religious fairs, or occasions and places of pilgrimage.
the resort to which affords an opportunity for the combinatior
of religion with enjoyment. Amongst Hindus these Inirs ar
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gonerelly known as Melds, and smongst Mahomadsns s
Oorus, The Bene-Israel, who in all matters tend to approxi-
mate more to Mehomadans than to Hindue, have adopted the
term Ocrus; and, not to be behind others, have developed their
own place of local pilgrimage, importing into the mabter
reminiscences from the Bible of their own great Prophet Elijeh,
The place of resort for this purpose is a village in the Konlkan,
named Khandells (to be distinguished from & well-known
ganstorium of that name, situated at no great distance on
the Ghats ). Here they averred thet Elijsh had once appeared
to them, and had on the same day ascended thence to heaven.
In the hands of David Rahabi the festival was, perhaps, the
Hebrew festival Rosh Hashana L'elanoth,” or ¢ The New Year

for Trees,” kept on the 7th of Shebat ( Lev. xix 28-25 ), with
which it corresponds in date.*

5. Sababi Rojd. This is a second fast of the same name
and distinct from that described (No. 8) above. Wa have
slready commented an the possible signification of the name,
Tt corresponds in date 1o the Fast of the 17th of Tammuz,
kept in remembrance of the making of the breach in the wall
of Jernsalem.

From our review of the above, we repeat that the fasts and
festivals observed by the Bene-Iarael, and handed down by

s «QOn this day all the Bene.Jarael brought various kindsof fruits
and placed them i plates, together with alida, mede of bread of
rice-Hour besmesred with sweets, and kept them on a while sheet.
They also Eln.ced a twig of Sulja and & censer with frankincense burning
therein, They invited Elijah the prophet, and said the Vayitten-lekha,
i, e. the verses of blessing sn1d after Habdalla, and offered praises in gra-
titude to the Almighty who so graciowsly regulates qverythinf to go
out in its proper geason for man’a uge and benefit, This being done the
contents of the plates were shared by the family. This day is atill ob-
gerved ?, ~Mr, Huim 8, Kebimkar’s Sketoh. Page 7.
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them during long periods of time, show a remarkable likeness,
and a remarkable correspondence also in dates, with those of
the Jews elsewhere. The differences belween the Jewish and
Indien caloulations of months are but elight. Both are lunar,
and the variation between the two is but one of twelve hours
only. The Jewish Rosh Huhodesh, or 1st of the month, com-
mences the day after the Indian New Moon. It was easy,
therefore, for the Bene-Israel to keep accurate renderings (on
the whole) of their religious times and seasons.}

IL.

HOW THE BENE-1SRAEL AND OTHER EARLY
JEWISH IMMIGRANTS MAY HAVE
COME TO INDIA.

EAVING now for the moment our enquiries into the

habits and customs and past history of the Bene-Israel, and
other Indian Jews, let us investigate the avenues of approach
by which this interesting people may have been supposed
to reach India, and China beyond.

When we seek to account for the presence of Israelites
on Indian soil, we have to ponder a variety of ciroum-
stances. We have to ascertain, if we can, the ports sand
centres of trade which anciently existed, at various periods of
history, both on Indian shores and in other places in maritime
touch with them. 'We havé to enquire what inducements to
foreign merchants to come from afar to visit these places ara
known to have existed, and what facilities there were for the

T Mr, Haim Semuel Kehimkar’s Sketoh. Page 4.
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passage of such to and fro. In the case of Israelites, we have
to consider at what periods of their history they are likely, or
are known, to have spread abroad into other countries, whether
in quest of trade or under compulsion of political stress and
difficulty ; also, what communities or colonies of them exist
gimilarly in other localities out of Palestine in the direction
of India, or beyond India; and whether we can gather any
informetion as to the antiquity of such.

Variovs Tnrorizs oN TuE Susseor,

First of all, let us summarize certain varying views which
have been held by different authorities as to the origin of the
Bene-Israel in Indis, with the aim of obtaining ss elear a

statement a8 possible of the bearings of the problem
before us :—

1. In the opinion of the late Dr. John Wilson, the Bene-
Isracl are an offshoot of the large and well-known community
of the Yemenite Jews located in Arabia PFelix, between whom
and the Avrabs of the country Dr. Wilson believes that inter-
niixture at some time or other took place by marriage.*
Milman seems not #o question that the Jews of Yemen were
Jews by descent, but others (as the Rev. J. E. Hanauer, of
Palestine,t and the writer in the Jewish Encyclopedia who
prgues that colonies of actual Jews did not migrate into
Arabia gouth of Medinah ) hold that the Yemenite Jews were
alnost entirely, in their origin, Arabian converts to Judaism,
dating their change of faith from sbout 4.0, 300. Dr. Wilson
considers that the Bene-Israel in their physiognomy resemble

* The Bene-Israel of Bombay; dn Appeal for their Chrigtian
Bducation.

4 Bee The Jewish Intelligence for February, 1903. Page 20.
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the Arabian Jews.* He thinks that thoy may have probably
come to India about the VIth century, and argues that this
is a likely theory, because of the comparative proximity of the
Yemenite community to India, and the intercourse maintained
between Arabia and India from early times to the present day.
The author of Eben Saphir is also of this view.

2. Mr. Haim Samuel Kehimkar controverts the above view,
He urges that there are no signs of the sympathy and close
touch which one would expect to find between the two com-
munijties had the one been the product of the other. On the
contrary, he finds distinet indications of divergence and
difference Dbetween the two in point of observances.t Cer-
tainly, although within comparatively easy reach, as mentioned
by Dr. Wilson, of their brethren in Indie, the Yemenite
Jows do not seem to have been ingtrumental in kecping up o
knowledge of Hebrew, or ol orthodox Jewish observance
amongst the Bene-lerael, Mr, Haim believes that the Bene-
Israel came direct from DPalestine io Tndia, and their wives
with them ; and that {there has been no intermixture by
marriage with lndian wowmen, except in the cnses of those
known in their community as “DBlack” Israel, who are prac-

# i Wo are now disposed to believe that they came to India from
Yomen or Arabia Felix, with the Jews or Iaraclites of which provinee
—for they have both designations—they have from time immemorial
had much intercourse, and whom they much resemble in their bodily
structure snd appearance.”—7The Beut-Israel of Bombay; An Appeal.
See aleo Lands of the Bible. Vol 1. Page 668.

t % The Jews of Yemen do not observe any distinction between the
blaock and white Israel, they do not practice any of the rites of marm-
age, burial and vows, nor do they make any offerings, like those mnde
by the Bene-Israel, and in the absence of any sympathy on the part
of the Jews of Yemeu for the Bene-Israel we cannot believe that the
ancestors of the Bene-Israel came from Yemen or Arabia Felix."—Sketch
of the History of Bene-Israel. Page 14,
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ticelly outeast in consequence. He would go further, and
Dbelieves that the settled tradition existent amongst the Bene-
Tsrael that their ancestors migrated out of “provinces to the
north ” ( uterekadil pradeshdntin ) is to be held to show that
they once had belonged to the important Jewish provinces
which had sprung up previously to the Christian era in the
Galilean northern parts of Palestine.* From thence, Mr. Haim
thinks, about the time of the invasion of Antinchus Epiphanes,
175 n. c., they must have passed through the ports of Elath or
Ezion Geber, or through Egypt by the Gulf of Suez, and have
voyaged thence o their Indian home.

3. The writer in the Bombay Gazeteer,y while ready to
accept Dr. Wilson’s theory of the Bene-lsracl being a product
of the community of Jews in Yemen in Arabia, also contem-
plates the possibilily of their being descended from the Jews
of Mesopotamia, and of their having sailed for India v/d the
Persinn Gulf. There was, he remarks, in the sixth century of
the Christain era, a close trading connection between Indis
and the Persian Gulf; and it iz said] that Jews bearing the
surname of ¢ Bene-Israel” were till recently to be fomnd in
Muscat.§ An attempt will be made further on in course

* Hee Wyse's History of the Ilebrews’ Second Comm Ith. Also
Milman,

+ A work published under the learned editorship of the Sir James
M. Campbell, C.I.E., by the orders of Government. In the foot-notes
and appendices of this laborions work will be found a whole galaxy
of references to anthorities for the ancient trade and navigation of
Indian coasts. Ina popular article like the present it has not been
conmidered necessary to follow these to their sources, but the writer
here acknowledges his great indebtedness to the work t0 which he has
referred so largely.

I On the authority of Welsted's Arabin, 21.

§ Mr. Haim Samuel, instituting imgliriea on the point, elicited the
following information from Dr. A. 8., Jayakar, at the time Civil
Surgeon at Muscat :— ¢ There are no Jews at present living here; but
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of these articles to show the great likelihood of Jews having
passed to India from the strong centres of Jewish life that
once existed in parts above the head of the Persian Gulf,

4, Ttis perhaps well not wholly to exclude a theory that
the Bene-Israel may have proceeded southwards from among
the inhsbitants of Afghanistan and Beluchistan, Mr. E.
Solomon, in the Jewisk Chronicle of Aung. 29th, 1902 (page 20),
in an interesting letter dated from Larkhane in Sind, in which
he makes much use of a work then recently published by a
writer named Sheikh Sadikali, entitled A Short Sketch of the
Musalman Races found tn Sind, Baluchistan, and Afghanistan,
notices that three of the dominant tribes, the Ansari, the
Afghans or Pathens, and the Birahoi are all described by
Badikali as originally Jews, or Bene-Isracl. Mr. Solomon
mentions the many similarities in  appearance and phy-
siognomy between these people and the Bene-Tarael of the
Bombay Presidency which strike the ordinary obmerver. He
instances ¢ that lock of hair on the cars so common with
Bagdadi and Indian Jews,” which *‘can sfill be scen hanging
and flying on the forchead and ears of the members of these

there are & few ab Sohar, about 130 miles to the north, on the cosst.
They have mostly come from Bushire for trade ; none are natives of
Schar. They ara called Jews by the Arabs, although they cull them-
selves Bene-larael because they are the descendants of Yacoob (Jacob).
They do not know from what tribe they are descendants. My infor-
mant, Ezra bin Suliman, belon%i.ng to the tribe of Lavi, has originally
come from Bushive, and has lived at Sohar for the last five years, He tella
me that, excepting the members of the tribs to which he belongs, none
in Bagdad, Bpsrah, or Bushire know the origin of their tribe. Their
rites and ceremonies, however, are the same as those prescribed in
the Torah (Pentateuch), and do not differ from those observed by
Jews in Northern Arabia. No approximate date can be given of their
immigration inte the province. I am inclined to think they oame
from Persin and Northern Arabia. My informant is not aware of
any tradition current among the Jaws of Muscat about nuy dispersion
of their tribe to countries like India.”—Skezoh. Pages 14, 13.
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lost tribes.” Again, «Their physiognomy is almost Jewish.”
When he informs them that he is an Tsraelite, cspecially a
“ Bene-Tsrael,” ho is greeted by them as one of themselves.*

The iradition of the hailing of the Bene-Israel *from
northern parts” could of course have been used with pecu-
liarly siriet acouracy of their coming from or through Afghani-
stan and Beluchistan ; with comparative accuracy of their
coming from Mesopotamia or Persin; and of their coming
from Arabia or the Red Sea only in the semse that in hugging
the coasts in voyaging to India, if they did so, they would
be arriving from the north. 'We candidly own that we cannot
with our vespected, and now venerable, author, Mr. Haim
8. Kehimkar, believe thai ihe reference in this tradition is
to the northern provinces of Palestine.

* The following practices and customs which Mr, Solomon describes
amongst these people certainly bear remarkable likeness to some of
these of the Bene-Israel, He relates, ‘“I was once told here by a
friend that an Tsraelite going to Jacobabad was invited by a Maho-
madan family to their house. He found that a dish contaming cakes,

oat’s liver, and incente was prepared. He was shown a very old
ook, and asked if he knew how to read the portion pointed out.
He found thal it was a Hebrew book, and read the portion, which
wos the same used by Israelites in vow ceremonies, viz, Bliyalu
HaNabi and Vayittén-Peha. This Israelite entreated him much to
give him the prayer-book, but the Mahomadan Sheikh would on no
account Pa.rt, with it. On enquiry he found that there were only
two families of this sort living at Jacobabad who yearly performed
the ceremony. If they found uone to read their prayers, as they
called it, the simgly prepared the dish, kept it on a clean white
piece of cloth, burned the incense, and kissed the prayer-book, the
only seripture book they had with them. When I myself went to
Jacobabad, I found that these two families were lost to ns, Although
they followed, my friend told me, the Mahomadan faith, yet they did
not intermarry with other Mahomadans, and hence when they found
they were few in number, they always went to places where other
families of their sect still aetiled. I tried my best to find out who
these people were. Jacobabad once bolonged to Beluchistan territory.
They followed the oil-pressing profession like the Bene-Isracl of
old, but I am sure they were not descendants of Bene-Israel. They
buried their dead east end west, in contradistinotion to other Maho-
medans, and followed the Mishnaic customs of sacrifices which the
Bene-Israel exaotly did.’—Jewish Ohronicle, Ang. 20th, 1802. Page 20,



46 Tue Jews 1v INDIA.

OrPorTUNITIES OF TRAVEL OPEN T0 IspimLITES oF Oup.

Having set forth in brief the various theorics which have
been put forth on different sides ay to the routes by which the
Rene-Israel may have reached India, and postponing for the
present any remarks of onr own upon the subject, we next
proceed to investigate what opportanities existed of old for the
passage of such people as the Bene-Israel, if coming from
Persia, Arabia, or #id the Red Sea, to the western shores of
India, and what ancient ports were to b2 found to extend to
them & welcome on arrival.

Opportunities of all sorts were at nearly all times plentiful,
and dste from the earliest times. It is probably little kmown
to most how habitual from most ancient times, by one route
or onother, and to one port or another, has heen iho inier-
communication, chiefly for purposes of irade and commerce,
between Mesopotamia, Arabin, and the head of the Red Sos,
parts more or less adjacent lo Palestine, on the one hand, and
between India, Ceylon, and even on to China, on the other.
There is evidence that the Hindur of old were not infincnced
by the religious aversion which has so superstitiously bound
them of later times, as to leaving their own shores for those
of others ; nor did they at such times vegard as “mlechch”
( barbarions or foreigners ) those of other races.® There were

* A trade-hating class rose to power in India, andin B 0. 300 gob
into Manu’s code a rule meking seafsring a crime. This clause is
vontrary to other Erovisions of the code, and to the respect with which
wmerchants are rpoken of in the Rigved and the Raméyan, and in later
time by the Buddhists.”” The Permans at ome time (B. . 538-330)
*¢ despised trade and seem to have blocked the mouths of the Tigris

'l?his Brahman and Persian hatred of trade, especially of trade
b{ sea, perhaps vxplains the decay of forei%n trade hefora the time
of Alexander the Great i(®.0. 323)."—Bombay Qazeteer, Vol. XIII ,
pt. 2, page 405, note, where see references to authorities.
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interchanges of nationality on a considerable scale. Indians
had gettled in the island of Socotra, the name of which is
probably itself Sanserit ( Subhatara, i e. the Fortunate® ),
previously to the Grecian Empire. Indian Christians were
to be found in Alexandria in the first century.t Ptolemy con-
versed with Indians in Alexandiia,} and numerous Indian
residents were to be found in Egypi in Pliny’s time (4.n. 77.)§
After the fall of Palmyra (a.v,278), Hindns graced the
{riumph of Aurelian.| Tndian merchants (as witnessed by the
Palmyrene inscriptions of the middle of ihe second century )
had & safe pass through Parthin, a main line of their trade lying
through Vologesocerta, a trade mart of consequence whiah
grew up about A,v. 66, near the head of the Persian Gulf.f
On the other hand, Yavans ( Greeks) gave gifts io the Indian
Buddhist caves at Kaunheri, Nasik, Karli, and Junnar, all
places in the Bombay Presidency.§ Sume of these, and other
great rock-temples near Dowmbay, both previously to and after
the Christiau ern, bear ummistakeable impress of Parthian or
Persian art or workwanship, The animal-ornamented capitals
* Bombuy Gagzeteer, Vol. XIIL, Part 2, page 714,

+ Hough's Christianity in India, 1., 44 ( Bombay Quzeleer, Vol. XI.,
page 138.)

t Bombay Gaaeteer, Vol. XL, pp. 187, 188, referring to (note)
Ptolemy I, xviil. Bertive Ed., 17, and to Wilfrid in A#iatic-Researohes,
X., 101-105.

§ Bombay Gazetesr, Vol X1, pags 138, note i.

|| .Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIII,, Part ii, page 413, on the authority
of Heeren, II, 446.

97+ The details of this trade, perfumes, pearls, precious atones, cotton,
rich eilk, famous silks dyed with Indian purple, and embroidered with
gg}‘d and grlecious slones, point to a close connection with India, and,
tl 04ug2h4 3diu., with Chma. *—Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIII, FPart ii,,
pp. 412,413,

$ itirgbagngzeteer, Vol. XI, page 139, pote 7. Vol, XIIL, Part i,
pege 412, note 2.
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of pillars in the caves of Iarli, Bedsa and Nasik are said 1o
closely resemble capitals at Persepolis and Susa, causing Fer-
gusson to declare that either the early Buddhists of Westem
India must have belonged to the Persian Empire or must have
drawn their Art from it.* From Grecks who had for many
years traded to Siwulla (or Timulla), which we have already
spoken of as almost certainly identical with Cheul, near Bombay,
Ptolemy (a.D.135-150) had gained most of his information
about Western Indiat Various finds of Roman coins have
teken place at Vellalore and al Coimbatore in the Madras
Presidency, comprising issues of Awugustus, Tiberius, Drusus
Scnior, .Antonin, Caligula, Claudivs, Nero and Agrippina, in
one ease of an earthen pot containing 522 denariif Accord-
ing to the Peutegenarian Tables, the Romans, ay recently as
A.D. 220, kepl a force of two cohorts ai Mouziris,§ on tho

* Bombuy Qazetecr, Vol. XIIL. Part il p. 413

+ Bombay Gazeteer. Vol. XI, p. 270 (quoting Ptol, Lib. I, cap,
xvii). See also McCrindle’s Aneient India by Ptolemy, p. 20.

1 For the lailer portion of this information T am indebted to the
Rev. Theodore Dowling, Domestioc Chaplain to the Anglican Bishop
i.l]l Jerusalem, an experienced numismatologist, who had specimens of
these coins.

§ Mouziris 18 to all intents and purposes identical with Cranganore,
the historic home of the Jews of the Malabar Coast in the days of
their prosperity, A. perplexing number of names cluster around this
ancient spot. Cranganore is the Portuguese form of the name of the
Hmdu town of Kodungalur, which still exists not far from tihe
deserted site of Cranganore. This same locality was also known
as Shingali; and in their earliest printed Hebrew Prayer-hook,
published al Amsterdam in A.D. 1668, the  Black® (so-called) Jews
of Cochin style themselves *the several congregations of the assembly
of Jeshuran [inhabiting ] Shingali” Yule and Burnell (in Llobson-
Jobson ) comsider that the word was probably formed from the latter
portion of the name Tiruvanjioulam, which is thet of a famous tem-
ple still ceremonially visited annually by the Rajeh of Cochin, in
order to pay homage to the ashes of his ancestors, the ancieni Peru-
mals of Malabar, deposited there. It is between Kodungalur and the
old site of Cranganore. This Shingali may not unlikely be the Gin.
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Malabar coast, 1o protect their trade there,*

)
Sordr, 4 Fivous Norrr-Konkaw Ponrr anp Sicrep
Crry or Onp.

We proceed now to a yet more interesting point. VWestern
India possesses on its const about thirty-five miles north of
Bombay a truly historic spot. It is now little more than rural
in outward aspect, being a scene chiefly of fertile gardens; but
it still bears the historic name which, subject to small varia-
tions, has been its own from remotest times. Sopdrd, as it has
now come to be called, is the Sophr, or Snpirak (or Supdrag)
of Puranic and of even Vedic times. It was for a space of
gome three thousand years (from about 8.0. 1500 fo a.p.
1300 ) the capital of the Indian Konkan.t It is celebrated
in the Mahabharat ( s.c. 1400) and in other Vedic writings
under the name of Shurpdrak, and the legend is that the Pan-
davs, & mythic race of semi~divine giants, rested there in their

galeh of Benjamin of Tudela Another important name is Moderi-
cofta (or Muyiri-Kodu ), whioh appears on the copper-plate charter
of the Malabar Jows, and is shown by it (since '516 ing claims
to writa from both places al once) to be identical with Cranga-
nore. This Muyiri ia almost indubitably the Muziris of Romon writers
{ see McOrindle’s Péolemy. p. 61 ; alao Dr. Caldwell’s Dravidian Gram-
mar. Introduction to p. 97 quoted in McCrindle’s Periplus Maris
EBrithre, p. 181, note). The name 4Ansuvarnam, quoted in the copper-
plate charter as the name of the partioular estate or parcel of land
ranted to the Jews, is not now traceable. Dr. Burnell well remarka
in explanation of diffioulties of Identification amidat such multiplicity,—
“ Every town in South India which is known to foreigners by one
neme (4.g Madras, Tanjore ) in reality consiats of a larger or smaller
number of hamlets, each with its distinet name ; and as one or the
other of these rises in importance by being made & royal residence. or
the harbour being altered, or for similar reasons, the whole town
changes its name with strangers. Henoce the difficulty of identifying
soma towns in South India, which were formerly well known* (Dr.
Burnell in the Indian Antiguary, Dec. 1874, Vol. IIL pp. 833-384.)

* Report of the Coohin Census for 1891, p. 55, para. 115.
t Bombay Gazeteer, Vol, XIV,, page 814.
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progress from the South to Prabhas in Katthiawar.* Indeed,
the earliest known fact in the history of the adjacent West
Indian Coast is the engraving of the edicts of Ashok ( who,
from his doing so much to establish Buddhism on the polilieal
arm, has been called the Constantine of that religiont) on
basalt boulders at Sopar about B.c. 260. A crowning vesult
of recent archeological research in the Konkan has been the
unearthing in 1882 at Sopéré of an extremely interesting
Buddhist coffer, built into masonry hidden in an earthern
mound or hillock containing various figures and relics. It is
believed to belong to the time of Gotamiputra IT., of the
Shatakarni dynesty, stout a.n. 160.} The coffer, with its
contents, is now preserved in the Museum of the Bombay
Branch of the Royal Asiatic Sodiety.

Such an important seaport city, with its bigh religious fame,
and its long-continued existence of nearly three ihousand years,
can hardly fail to have been also a commercial mart of great
importance, known and resorted to by all the navigation, foreign
and local, of the time. In the judgmont of Benfey, Reland,
Reinaud § and others, Sopér hes the strongest claim to be con-
pidered the Ophir of King Solomon's time; and Yule| con-
siders the connection a probable ons. In support of this con-

ntion there is urged—

# Bombay Gazsteer, page 816. Beo also page 417.

4 Bir William Hunter’s Indian Empire, page 144,

t Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIV., page 332,

§ Benfey in McCrindle’s Periplus Maris Evythros, 127 ; Reland in
Ritter’s Erdlunde, Asien VIIL, part 2, 386 ; Reinaud’s Memoir sur
PIndes, 225,

§} Yule's Cathay, I, 227,
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1. The close resemblance between the words Sopir and Ophir.
Whereas the local inhabitants near Sopdri often change the
initial s of & word into % or drop it,—thus, they suy hona for
sona ( gold); hargotala for snrgotala (pomphlet); and Juliln
for sukle ( dried ),—we find on the other hand Josephus and the
Septuagint wriling the word Ophir as Sophir ;* and, according
to some, Sophir is the Cloptie or Egyptian word for India,

2. The length of time taken by Solomon’s ships—thres, or
ab loast two years from the head of the Red Ses to Ophir and
backk—better suits an Indian than an Arabian voyage.

8. The articles brought by the ships—gold, precious stones,
gandalwood, ivory, peacocks and apes, are Indian produets.

4. The Hebrew names of several of the articles are believed
to have been of Senscrit or Dravidian origin 1—

(i.) Sondalwood. Hebrew Almug; Sanscrit, zalgum.

(ii.) Tvory. THehrew Shenhabbim; Flephant is {bha in
Sanserit,

(iii.) Ape. Heb. Koph; Sanserit, Lapi.

(iv.) Peecocks. Heb. Tullifm; Saneerit, shilidi: ov Dra-
vidian, tékei.t

#i, Kings ix, 28, ii. Chron. viil. 18, Job xxii, 2¢ (Observe hoth ac-
cepted text and various readings.)

+ “The ordinary name at present for the peacock on tha Malahar
Con+t, and in Tamil, is mayil (Sansorit, maydra); it is sometimes
called siki ( Saunserit, &'tkAi ), & name given to 1t on account of its crest;
but the ancient, poetical, purely Tamil-Mulayfilam name of the peacock
ie tokei, the bird with the (splendid) taml. S‘ikhi=avis cristate ;
tokei=qvis ogudata,>—Milne Rae’'s Syrian Church in Indis. Page 136.

1t is almost needless to point out that, while an emporium like
Sopér would have probably been the port to which the earliest na-
vigation from the west would have resorted, on account of its being
amongst the first reached by ships hugging the coests { as the earliest
navigation seems to have done), there would of course have been »
looal Indian const navigation, bringing merchandise from places
eveg a.; far south as Mouziris on the Malabar Coast and beyond it
to Sopar.



b2 Tur Jaws v Inpiy,

The Hebrew names for cotton, nard and bdellium are also
snid to be Sanscritie.

As Sopér at last declined, the Portuguese factory and port
of Bassein sprang up some three miles south of its site, in the
same way as the Portuguese Fort of Revadanda did near the
ancient site of Cheul, and flourished from the middle of the
XVIth to the middle of the XVIITth century. It, with its
many churches, is now, also like Revadanda (on a smaller

scale), but a soene of ruins. Itsuccumbed to the Marathas,
on honourable terms, in A.D, 1789.

A Possinrer Axorext HoMr oF TeEp BrNg-IsrAzn.

SUSPENDING for the moment our remarks on the ancient

navigation of Indian seas and coasts, we address our attention
to a part of the world which for a variety of reasons appears to
have been a likely source of Israelite jmmigrations into India,
Wo have already (see pages 43 and 44 ) prepared our readers

to find us suggesting that this locality might be looked for in
tracts northwards of the Persian Ghuif.

The Principal Home of the Israelite Dispersion.

It is, first of all, natural that our thoughts should turn, in
the presence of the problem that faces us, to those tracts of
country which for g0 many centuries, partly before and partly
after the commencement of the Ohristian era, formed the en-
forced home of the mvltitudes of the exiled sons of Israel.
During much of this long period their history in these parts is
chiefly veiled in obscurity ; but there are not wanting scintilla-
tions of light which here and there give us an insight into their
condition during the long ages. The ten tribes deported in the
VIIIth Century B,0., are desoribed to us in Holy Scripture as
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placed by the King of Assyria *in "Haleb and in Habor by the
tiver of Gozan, and the cities of the Medes "*(IIL King xvii. 6),
and they never as a body returned to their own land. Of the
second captivity, also, great numbers of the Jews never returned
to Palestine ; but remained to form part of the large body of the
Jews of the Diaspora ( or Dispersion ), which in Babylon was par-
ticularly numerous, and which wag reinforced, after the overthrow
of Jerusalem by Titus, by a fresh inflax of Jewish exiles from
the Holy Land. That Jews during this period were sometimes
in high offices of state is clearly shown us by the books of Daniel
and of Esther. The curious historical incident related by Joso-
phus of the Israclite ( proselyte ) Kings of Adiabene, Izatos and
Monobazes, the latter of whom sent a contingent of soldiers to aid
in the defence of Jerusalem agninst the Romans, is full of signi-
ficance a8 to the status and influence of certain Israelites, per-
haps of those of the ten tribes, at the period to which it refers.
The little robber state of Nehardea, headed for s time by the
Tsraelite brothers Anilai and Asinai, in its short revolt against
the Parthians, was in its time no lass a sign of a certain degree
of Israclite power than of Parthian weakness.t So influential
were the Jews in Babylonia, where they had their flourishing Tal-
mudicel schools at Pumpeditha, Sura and Nahardea, that they
possessed for a long period, as is well known, their own political
head in the Resk Golutha, or Prince of the Captivity, This rule
within & rule, commencing in perhaps the second century, linger-
od on until the eleventh century ; and reminds us of the quasi-
regal status which the Jews of Malabar were able to obtain from

*The Record Books of the Jews of Malabar { regardivg which see fur-
ther on in this treatise ) whatever their internal discrepancies, all agree
in making thie their starting-point, which seems significant,

't Jewish Hnoyolopedia.
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the Rajahs of that country, as we find it secured to them by
their copper-plate charter. It is inherently probable, then, con-
gidering the facilities which existed for transit to India that
these tocming centres of Israelitish life in the countries of their
dispersion north of the Pergian Gulf, may have sent off many
a contingent for the colonization of Indian shores, especially when
driven by persecution, which now and then arose.

But we have more to add in support of our view. 1t is as
follows : —

The Rev. J. H, Briihl on the Israelites in Kurdistan
and Persia.

Tn the opinion of the writer of these lines, a great deal of
valuable light may be obtained upon the question in hand from a
carveful perusal of o pamphlet entitled, The Ten 1'ribes; Whers
are They? By One Who has been Among Them, published in
1880. The authorghip of this monograph is aseribed in the
Jewish Intelligence of June 1893, ns also in the Rev. W. T, Gid-
ney’s Sites and Scenes, ® to the late Rev. J. H. Briihl, a no
mean authority both as a Talmudist and o scholar. Tho atten-
tion of the reader is at once arrvested by a statement in it, (al-
though Mr. Briihl does not throughout the ireatise allude to the
Bene-Israel of India, and very likely was hardly observant of
their existence) to the effect that whilsi among the Persian
Jews he was * struck with the circumstance that while the Jews
in Arabia and Turkey will generally speak of themselves as Jews
~-Yehoodi—the Persian Jews almost invariably call themselves

* Printed ( like the above Pamphlet itself) at the Operative J ev_viuh
Converts Institution Press, and obtainable from the London Society

for Pronioting Christianity amonget the Jews, at 16, Lincoln’s Inn
Fields, London, W.O.
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Tsracl.”* Mr. Briihl's chief interest, however, is not with the
Persian Jews proper, but with a class of people inhebiting Kur-
distan, part only of which is under Porsian rule. As to the
question of the ten tribes he is not bound to any theory of their
descendants being discoverable exclusively in uny one spot. On
the contrary he holds that very many of them must have become
fused afresh with the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, not only
by means of the latter absorbing many of the faithful of the ten
tribes during the time of the schism, while both Lkingdoms were
side by side in Palestine (II Chron. xi. 16; xv. 9), and yet
again after the ten tribes had been oarried into exile, from their
remuants in Ssmaria and elsewhbere (II Chron. xxx.1, 11 § xxxiv,
6 ) ; but alsn in nfter times, when all the twelve tribes were slike
in captivity, there is likely to have been extensive amalgamation,
since the countries of their respeclive captivities were not remote
from cach other, and often were united under the seme ruling
powert He is willing to believe thal some may be slso repre-
senled by (or amongst)the Falashas of Abyssinia, and some
by Ieraelites in Arabis, and in other places besides. But his final

# He says, “ I am very much inclined to believe that & great part
of the Persian Jews are descended from the ten tribes. The geographi-
cal position of their country favours the hypothesis” Mr. Gidney, in
Sights and Soenes, ( page 76 ) remarks that a sign of evident great anti-

mty of Israelites in Persa is that those now there differ from Jews
elscwhere in the world in not having formed any semi-Hebrew patois of
their own. They all speak Persian, the language of the country,
though knowing Hebrew ar well. We have niready pointed out the
unwillingness of the Bene-Israel in the psss to be designated Jews.
They have always repudiated and objected to the term **Jehoodi” or
Jew ” ; and have insisted on the appellation * Dene-Jarael, ” by which
they are known.

+1In this way 8. James could with the fullest significance address
his Epistle to the twelve tribes (8, James i, 1), and 8. Faun} conld before
Festns with most literal accuracy say, ** Unto which promise our twelie
¢ribes, inttantly serving God dey and night, hope {o come” ( Act xxvi,



56 Tug Jews v INp1a.

conclusion is, © that the bullc of the ten tribes, in so far as they
are not merged in the rest of Israel at present called Jews, are
still to be found in the country whither they were originally
exiled by the Kings of Assyria.” Tt is, he considers, easily
indontified. Tt is, in brief, Kurdistan, as now known.

Kurdistan contains a Population within a Population.

Mr. Brithl points out that in Kurdistan there is a popula-
tion within a population. In the midst of the Kurds, (who are
are Suni Musalmans), ¢ lives the remnant of another nation, di-
vided indeed by a variety of creeds, but still one in features, habits,
and especially in language. While the majorily of the inhabitants
speak the Kurdish—an Indo-Germanic language closely related
to the Persian, —the minority, both Jews and Christians, speak
a dialect which they call Syrian, vulgarly Jebeli, i{.e. the lan-
guage of the mountain, derived from the language of the Peshito,
(#.e. the Syriac Version made of the Bible, both Old and New
Testamant, about the third century,) which language agaiu is
closely related to that of the Targums, and also to the few words
of Syriac ocourring in the New Testament. It is a remarkable
fact that this language is spoken nowhere else either by Jews or
Christians, on the face of the earth.” Tiis this minority whom
Mr. Briihl would identify with the modern survivors of the ten
tribes. There are various stguments in favour of this theory :—

1. It is a tradition amongst these people that their ancestors
were Ieraelites, Mr, Brithl says® that the Nestorians of
Kurdistan “unanimously assert that they are the descendants
of the ten tribes, and that their ancestors were evangelized by
the apostle, 8, Peter, in memory of which every one of their

* In the pamphlet above quoted, pp. 18, 14.
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Pairiarchs iscalled Mar Shimoom, i.e. Simon (Peter).” Mr.
Athelstan Riley says of the Nestorian Christians of Kurdistan,
« they called themselves Syrians ( Soorayee), claiming a Jewish
descent.”™ (Ttalics are ours.)

2. The compilers of the Babylonien Talmud so regard them.
There aro various allusions in the Talmud to the subject of
the location of the ten tribes, and the value of the evidence is
enhanced by the fact that the matter came before the Tal-
mudic doctors not as a matter of mere geographical interest,
but of practical legislation in regard to supposed distinetions
of purity or impurity of race. as bearing upon questions of
intermarriage. So minute were the discriminutions made,
that in one case two villages of the smme name * Apames,”
lying on two opposite banks of the same river, are pronounced
the one pure and the other impure simply because while the
one lies in Babylonia, and is pure as being in the country of
the captivity of the two tribes, the other, although but o
parasang distant, through lying within the boundaries of the
ten tribes is therefore impure,t Mr. Brithl says (page 15)—
“One of the rabbis, a great purist in this respect would not
Iet his colleagues depaxt till they had declared them (/.e. the
descendants of the ten tribes inhabitating those countries) to be
accounted as idolators with regard to intermarriage Another
rabbi prohibits making any prosclytes from among the Kurds,
giving as & reason that for many generations their neighbours
from among the ten tribes had at first promiscuous, and in

® The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Mission to the Asayrian Christiana,
(8.P.CK. ) page 5. [Foot-note.

%+ “There are two Apamens, one above, the other below ; the one
is pure, the other is impure ; they are at emmity, and will not even
gwe fire to each other.”

1 In the pamphlet quoted above, pp. 13, 14.
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later times incestuous intercourse with the Kurdish women, and
and that therefore the whole tribe is suspected of being bastards,
who can by no process known to the Talmud ever be purified,

Mr. Briihl believes that this rigorism probably led in the course
of a couple of centuries to a reaction, it very likely in the mean-
time baving been responsible for too ready a conversion of
Israelites to Christianity, so that ever since the rule has stood
that every Israelite, however obscure his pedigree, is to be
assumed to be of & pure descent until the conmtrary has been
proved. All this helps at any rate to show that to the Jews
of the time the existence and the location of their brethren of
the ten tribes were things fully known. As to the places of
exile mentioned in Scripture, the Talmud identifies as follows:—
“Rabbi Abba, the son of Kahna, says in explanation of ii.
Kings, xviii. 11, Halah is Helzon, Habor is Hadiah (Adiabene),
the river Gozan is Ganzak ( Gazake), the cities of Media
are Hamadan and its (minor) towns, or as otheis say, Naha-
vend and its towns [and they are all to be considered as
baseborn ), Kiddushin 72, p.1. A similar identification is
given by the Talmud in connection with Dan. vii. 5, where the
“three ribs™ are curiously interpreted of ¢ Halzon, Hadiab,
and Nisibin,” in allusion to the way in which these frontier
places were continually changing hands between the Roman
and Persian Empires. Mr. Brithl points out that the country
lying between the four points mentioned, namely Helzon
(= Hhelassar, and later Hhelone), Adisbene, Gauzak
(== Gazeka of classical writers, on the east of Lake Urumiah ),
snd Hamadan (= Ecbatana, and Achmetha of Ezra vi. 2) in
general corresponds to the country known as Kurdistan,



A PossisrLE Anciext Home or reE BEne-IsnirL. 59

8. Mr. Briihl mentions that there is a curious case in which
in the present day the Christian inhebitants of a village called
El Kosh, in XKurdistan, the church of which is believed to
contain the tomb of Nahum, the Elkoshite, turn out of their
church once a year and give it over to Jewish visitants from
Mosul, Zakho, and Jezirah, neighbouring towns, who come in
large numbers and perform service there on their Foast of
Pentecost, This curious fact thal the Christians possess an
Israelite sanctuary, and yield it thus annually to the Jews,
geems to point, he urges, almost necessarily (since Christians
were never the governing or conquering race ) to a time when
Tsraelites possessing the shrine changed to the Christian faith,
and retained possession of it on the ground of this compromise.

Probable Coalescence of some of the Western Dispersion
with Christianity and Mahommedanism.

It is likely, therefore, that the history of Israel in Baby-
lonia and Persia, if bui more fully known, would reveal, espe-
cially in the case of the descondants of the ten tribes, a shading
off of many of the community during the pessege of centuries,
and sometimes under compulsion (it may have been of perse-
cution ) into coalescence with those of various differing netion-
alities and religions, To such origing may not unlikely be
referred the traditions, which geem to be the more striking and
surprising the more they are looked into, of some of the tribes
of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, who claim an Israelite ex-
traction, and to which allusion has alrendy been made inm an
earlier article, in which mention was made of a recont treatise
of Shekh Sadikali, guoted by Mr. E. Solomon.*

* Mr. Bruhl, to quote once more his Juminous pamphlet, which
we have already brought so much into evidence, “;P' “There js one
more class of people who must be mentioned as hikely to contain a
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Early Persiun Christianity in Evidence in India.

Now whether there be doubt or no as to whether Jews
from Babylonia and Porsin migrated into India and formed
settlements on its western coasts or no, there is practically
certain proof that Christians who were the neighbours of Jews
in the aforesaid regions, did no less. It is quite impoasible
to overlool the strong evidences that exist of early Christianity
in India having had the closest connection with Babylonia and
Persin. Without necessarily going the length of Professor
Milne Rae,* who holds that the actual beginnings of Christianity
in India were Nestorian and Persian in origin, and that the
deeply-rooted belief of Christians in South India of the foun-
dation of their Church by 8. Thomas in person is to be regarded
but as the ® migration of a tradition” from a Parthian Indie
between Persia and the Indus, what is nevertheless of patent
and admitted fact is that early Indian Christianity, when it
emerges into clear history in the sixth century, wears a strong
and unmistakeable Persian colouring.t There was at that
time Nestorian Christinnity and a Nestorian bishop at Kalliana,
which is almost certainly the present railway junction Kallian

Jarge admixture of Israeliles. Persia, though outwardly altogether
Mahomadan, contains a large number of people who secretly repudiate
that religion altogether ey are called 'Ali Haila.’ the people or
worshippers of Ali. But this Ali.worship is only a pretext to conoiliste
the fanatical Persians, who themselves puy almost Divine honoura to
Ali, the son-in-law of Mahomad. The real object of their worthip are
their peers, i.e. deceased saints, whom they comsider as emanations
from or incarnations of the Deity. The few whose confidence I wase
able to giin mentioned to me a8 their peers mostly saints and heroes
of the Old Tertament, e.y. Abrabam, Xsaac,Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin,

Joshua Saul, David, Solomon, and others, whose names ocour in the
0ld Testament.’—p. 17.

* Seo his Syrian Church in India, Chap. ii.
1t 8ee Sir W. Huntor's Indian Empire, p. 235,
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situated 35 miles N.E. of Bombay, on the banks of n fine creek.*
It drew its bishops from Ktesiphon (i Seleucia It oAb
Sopdrd, already mentioned, 85 miles N. of Bombay, and some
20 miles west of Kallian, the frir Jordanvs found in 1322
Nestorian Christians, and a church dedicated to 8. Thomas the
Apostle, a survival probably of those at Kallian} Almost,
if not quite, the earliest positive relics of Christianity in South
India, are two Persian crosses carved on stone, the one dis-
covered at Mylapur, a suburb of Madras, and the other existing
in the oldest Syrian church at Kottayam, in Travancore, on
the Malabar coast.§ It is well-known that the Christianity of
Malabar was for several centuries of the Nestorian form, drawing
its bishops from Selencie-Ktesiphon on the Tigris.

Persian Christianity in Malabar side by side with an ancient
Jewish community, both possessing charters engraved on
copper-plates from the old Rajahs of Coclun.

Now, it is also in Malabar that we still find a Jewish and
& Christinn community, both of very ancient origin, side by
side, just a8 by Mr. Brith's showing, such once apparently
existed side by side in Persia, and at asny rate do in fact
so now exish. In a recent erticle in the Mulabar Quarterly
Review ( since reprinted as a pamphlet ) § the present writer hag
endeavoured to show that the really ancient Jews in Malabar
sre now represented by & class intermediate between the so-

* This is nerrated by Kosmes Indiko-plenstes. See Bombay
Gazeteer. Vol. xiv. p. 119.

+ Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. xiii., Pt, ii,, p. 417. Note.
t Bombay (azeteer, Vol. xiv. pp. 321, 322

§ For a good account of these see Milne Rae's Syrian Church in
Indig. Chap. IX.

T Partly reproduced and summarized later on in the present treatise.
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called « white” Jews ( who are comparatively modern ) and the
“black* Jews, (who are of mixed origin. This intermediate
class, who style themselves M ’yulhasim (mesning *those of
lineage,” and sometimes of late described as the ©brown ”
Jews ) approximate in the opinion of the writer very much to
the type and appearance of the Bene-Tsrael of Bombay ; and
the separate class of ¢ black * Israel is found amongst both.

Teraeliie settlement in India apparently not accomplished
all at one time.

Another point is worth attention here. In the traditions
both of the Jews and of the Syrian Christiang of Malabar, we
find slike belief in relays of colonisers having arrived from
time to time. Amongst the Clhristians these traditions connected
themselves, for instance, first with the arrival of 8. Thomas
the Apostle sbout A.p. 50, next with the arrival of another
Thomas ( & supposed Manichean ) in the third century, and once
again with the arrival of Thomas Cana, an influential Armenian
merchant, abont a.n.780. The Jews of Malabar hold (and
appeal in support of their belief to supposed record books in
their possession ) that their original settlers were Isrnelites of
the first captivity, who came and took up their abode in
Malabar ; that in after times subsequently to the captivity of
the two tribes, others of their brethren, hearing of their
well-being in India, followed them, prominent among these
being Joseph Rabban,* who received on behalf of his community
from the ruler of the part of Moalebar in which they dwelt a
grant of territory with varfous other privileges annexed, the
right to which was secured to them by these being engraved on

“The scrcalled record-book: {* dibre hayamim ) of the Jews of Cechin
however. claims that Joseph Rabban oame from Arabia,
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a copper-plate charter, whieh they still possess. Similar ohartors
also engrayed on copper-plates were conferred at the same time
on the Christians of Malabar. The traditions mentioned seem
to favour the supposition that there were early seitlements of
Isreclites in Malabar which were in & way pre-historie
( considering how sadly late in date are the beginnings of real
history in India ), and in the wake of these il is likely there
followed not only farther accessions of their own fellow-country-
men, the Jews, but also, in their time Christinn Evangelists

(perhaps Apostolic even?) and also Chrisiian (Persian?)
settlers.

Conclusion firom foregoing.

It is almost needless o point ont that itis no part of the
present writer's object to abttempt to show thal either the
Bene-Israel of Bombay, or the Jews of the Malabar coast, are
descended from the ten tribes. But we sk, does it not appear
veasonable to believe, and likely on the face of it, that the
regions of Babylonia and Persia, which in past times gave the
Parsees to In?lin,"‘ and which wlill continue to give it the
Iranis (or modern Persians);t regions, whenoe, as we have
noted, proceeded influcnces which in bygone times have stamped
their impress vpon Indian architecture, and which are known
to have been intimately connected through trade and commerce
from times of dim antiquily with India and parts beyond ; which
also during many centuries and under varying vicissitudes of
forlune, gave shelter and habilat, forced or voluntary, to large

* Ses 1mportant footnote in the Bombay GQuzeteer, Vol. xiii, Pb. i
pp. 247, 248,

t A large number of the restaurants frequented by natives in the
bazaars of gomb&y are kept by ** Iranis,” who are famed as cooks.
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masses of the exiled sons of Israel,.—are likely to have heen
the countries which gave the original stock of Israelitish settlers
to India, as well as many subsequent accessions thereto, however
these may have been supplemented at various times and by
varying routes by Jewish visitors from many other countries?
In times of persceution, especially, may such bave been induced
to migrate to India.}

A Corroboration.

It is observable, as harmonizing well with our present theory,
that a staple occupation of the Jews in Persia is stated to he
that of merchandize in sillk,} and as the earliest known trade-
route to China was from the West, it is not unlikely that
Tersinn Jews were led in quest of this trade, amongst others,
along the beaten tracks of commerce to various points on the
Indian coast which were the emporia of that trade, and
perhaps even round India, or across it, to China itself,§ where
the tradition exists that the Jews first came to it from the
west, by the way of the sea.] The Bokhara Jews also come

® Babylonia was the ‘“very focus of Judaism for more than a
thoussnd years. *—Jewish Bnoyelopedin, Art. ** Babylonia.”

T One such period of sharp persecution occurred in Babylonia in
the time of Firuz { or Peroz ) the wicked, in the year A,D. 468, which
the Talmud designates * The year of the destruction of the word.”—
See Jewish Bnoyclopedia under heading “Babylonia, * quoting Bruhl’s
Jahrbuoch, x. 118

$ Though the poorest are engaged even in brickmaking, or as
yedlars, diviners, musicians, wine.sellers, and scavengers.—Jewish
ntelligenoe. March, 1804. Page 38,

§ " Jews in Persia from early times wera connected with the silk.
trade. and as a consequence entered into direot relations with the
+Qilkmen” (“Seres” from “8er” = Heb Seraim = Sericum ¥ —
“8ilk”) as the Chinese were called by the Romans.”—Jewish
EBnoyclopedia, under heading * China. *

18ee Jewish Enryclopedfa. Art, *China.”
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into evidence here, for while, on the one hand, the remnant of
Jews at K’ai-Fung-Fu in China are shown, by the Persian
rubrics in their liturgies being in the Bokhara dialect of that
language, to have probably come from Bokhara itself, whence
they may have eventually found the overland route to China,
the Jews of Bokhara, on the other hand, whose occupation is
said to be largely that of dyeing silk, are declared by their

mother-tongue being Persian to be derived from the Pevsian
Jews.*

Development of Isruelite settlements on Indiun cousts probubly
ajfectell by caprices of local rule.

One more point we would venture to bring into notice here.
It is known that on the Konkan coasts the encouragement
given to foreign trade was once apt to be capricious ond fitful. At
one time, under a favourable set of rulers, it wounld be fostered,
and under another it would be summarily suppresced. Thus,
about the middle of the third century 4.p. the foreign trade
which had long flourished at Cheul and other Xonkan ports
under the Shétkarni kings, was stopped by a king named
Sandanes, and all foreign vessels were sent on under guard to
Barugaza ( Broach) in north Gujerabt Tt is permissible to
apply this known fact to o possible elucidation of one of the
problems connected with the Bene-Israel. They present
exactly the appearance of & people who having Lleen
originally of a common stock with the early Tsraelite settlers
in Malabar, must have become Yat some period later on
largely isolated, and so have developed independently. The
“Brown” Jews (or “M’yukhasim” ) of Malabar have retained

» See Jewish Encyolopedia, Art. * Bokhara.”
*+8ee Bombay Goazeteer, Vol, XIIL, Pt. 2. p. 418.Vol. XI. p. 140, eto.
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their knowledge of Hebrew, and their conversance with
Jewigh customs and practices, With the Bene-Israel, on the
other hand, almost as with the Jews at K'ai~-Fung-Fu, the
knowledge of Hebrew had been almost lost, and most Jewish
practices were in abeyance, as we pointed out in an early part
of these articles. What so likely, then, though it must
remain matter of speculation after all, as that the Bene-Israel,
whose forefathers had settled near the ports of Cheul, Janjirs,
and others, at {imes when foreign trade was open, found them-
selves in later times shut off in large degree from the outer
world, and their communication with their brethren for
the most part cut off? The foreign frade with the Malabar
ports does not seem to have been subjected to such violent
interruptions as beset it in the Konkan, and Barugaza ( Broach)
in north Gujerat, seems to have been largely exempt also,
both thus continuing to invite foreign trade.

Tar EarLy Naviearion or Ixpiax Snas.

It remaing for us now to end our treatment of the present
part of our subject, by completing our remarks on the early
navigation of Indian seas, in order to show yet more fully the
facilities which existed of old for Israelite or other foreign
travellers reaching the distant shores of India. We shall, in
doing this again draw largely on Sir James Camphell's Bombay
Gazeteer.

The oldest shipping, as we should expect, tended to bhug
the coasts. The greatest venture into the open seas would
probably be the crossing of the Persian Gulf in the case of
vessels coming from the Red Sea® This older route was at

* The following is given in reference to the Egyztian trade with India
by the Bombay Gazeteer, ( Vol XIII, Pt, 2, p. 410, note) :—* Accord-
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first adhered to by the Romans after their conquest of Egypg
in B.c. 80. But later on, after the discovery by Hyppalue
( about A. D. 47 ) of the periodic monsoon winds, thenceforward
called after his name (though they had probably been known
to older pailors also ) the system of navigation to India changed,
and & direct course was generally adopted. Something how-
ever still depended upon the part of the Indian coast intended
to be veached. If going to Barugaza (the modern Broach,
situated in the Gulf of Cambay, in the north of the Bombay
Presidency ) navigators could, after leaving the Gulf of Aden,
stand out at once to sea, and find the wind blowing in the
exact direction of their course. If, however, going to Mouxiris
(Cranganore ) on the Malabar coast, they would need to often
ohange their track.* The trade to the Konkan was thusin
gome ways more convenient than that to Malabar, and there
was a well-known route along the Arab coast to Fartak Point,
and thence across to the Konkan.}

The trade between India and the Persian Gulf is older,
in all probability, than even that with Axrabia snd parts
beyond; for the voyage was chorter, eailing in the Persian

ing to Pliny ( A.D. 79 ), the practice of ships en%rged in the Indian
trade was Lo start from Muos Hormus, at the mouth of the Gulf of Suez,
about the beginning of July, and slip about 250 miles down the coast
to Berenike in the modern Foul Bay. To load at Berenike and sail
thirty days to Okellis, the modern Ghalla or Cella, a little north
of Guardaful. From Ghalla to coast along east Arabia to mear Capo
Fartak, and, in about forty days, to make the Konkan nesr the end
of September. To stay in the Konkan till the middle of December or
the middle of January, reach the Arab or African coast in about a
month, wait at Aden or some other port till about March, when the
south winds set in, and then to make for Berenike and pass on to Muos
Hormus, ab the month of the gulf of Sues. Vincent's Commerce of the
Anoients II. 819, 874, Pliny's Nuatural Hislory, Bk, VI, Ch, xxiii.

* Bombay Gazeteer, Vol XIIL Pt. 2, p. 410, nofe, quoting
McCrindle’s Periplus.

t Ibid, Supra,
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Grulf was easier, and the inland routo was less barren.* Original
traders, in times of dim antiquity, were probably the Pheenicians,
who apparently moved from Bahrein on the Persian Gulf,
north-westwards to the Mediterranean coasts.} Rawlinson
believes that Gerrha on the mainland, close to the island of
Bahrein, on the west side of the Gulf, was the emporium
of the Indian trade, and thinks that its old name of Apir
marks it out as the site of Solomon’s Ophir.} But the head
of the Persian Gulf seems to have been no less a place of trade
with India than its western shores. Isaiah the prophet des-
cribes the Bahylonians ag delighting in their ships,{ Rawlingon
tells us that Nebuchadnezzar in ».0. 606—561 built quays
and embankments of solid masonry on the Persian Gulf, and
traded with Ceylon and western India.] In course of time
came the Palmyra trade, the markets of which were supplied
not only from Gerrha nesr Bahrein, already mentioned (the
wares of which passed to it in caravans across Arabia), but
also from the head of the Persian Gulf, passing up the
Euphrates by Babylon and Ktesiphon, to a large and famous

* Bombay (azeteer, Vol, XIII. Pt. 2, p. 405, note.
+ Ibid.

f Bombay Guzeteer, Vol. XIIl. Pb. ii. p. 405, note—quoted in

the Journal of the Royal Asintio Sosiety ( New Series) XII. 214.
‘We have given in a preceding article reasons for thinking that Ophic
may rather be identiied with Sopara on the Bombay coast.

§ Inainh xliii, 14. In the sixth century B.0. **men of Dedan, or
{ Bahrein ), brought ebony and ivory to Tyre. Ezekiel xxvii, 15

Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIII. Ft. 2, p. 405, note ( quoting Heeren’s
Historical Researches ),

|| Bombay Gazsteer, Vol. XIIL. Pb. 2. p. 408, note. Ceylon, it
may he remarked, under its ancient name of Taprobane was once &
fr:‘n.b meepting-place of trade between the western and eastern coasts of
n

e is, a8 well as between these and China and other parts of the Far
st.
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mart which became established in A.p. 60, named Vologesocerta.*

‘We have already drawn atteniion more than once to
certain of the Indian ports whicle at different times existed
to give haven to ships arriving from foreign porls. The
ancient and far-famed port of Barugaza ( Broach) comes into
view as a well-established port in the early days of the Christian
era, and figures in the writings of Ptolemy and of the author
of the Periplus Maris Eryihrei. The direct trade with Egyvt
centred here, and we have elready seen that it was a port
which was sometimes allowed to remain open when Konken
ports generally were closed, by the caprice of their rulers, to
foreign trade.

Kalliena, 85 miles north of Bombay (if the identification
be correct, ns seems to be certain), to which we have
already alluded as once the seat of a Nestorian bishopric,
was a port of some importance in the foreign trade at the
end of the second century, a.n, It figures in nine Buddhist
inseriptions ( extending over the first to the sixth centuries)
at the Kanheri Caves, near Bombay.t In a.p. 525 it had
much traffic with Ceylon, then the great centre of trade in the
East ; and with the Persian Gulf, to Hira near Kufa to and,
Obolleh.j In the seventh century it became eclipsed by Thana,
a seaport some five miles south. Both places still survive as
small seaports.

Ot Cheul, almost certainly the ancient Simulla or Timulla,
gituated thirty miles south of Bombay, and bordering on the

*Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIII. Part 2. p. 412, We have alresdy,
in the footnote of & previous ariicle, mentioned some of the character.
iatic wares of this market, and obeerved how they point to & close
connection with India, and through Indiw with China.

+Bombay Gozeteer, Vol. XIV. page 119,
+Bombay Gazeteer, Vol. XIV. pp. 119, 120. Vol XIIL. Pt. 2. Page 420,
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district over which we find the Bene-Israel now spread, we
have already written in some detail. It was a centre of foreign
trade when Ptolemy wroté (a.p. 155), and though, as we
have seen, its foreign trade afterwards received violent interrup-
tion, it still remained a chief port of India when the Portuguese
arrived.

Zizerus was another ancient port, somewhat south of Cheul,
and is mentioned by Pliny in 4.p. 77, and perbaps also, under
the name of Sigerdis, by Strabo. It is believed by many to
be represented by the modern Janjira, the chiel city of a State
of the same name, which coming later under Abyssinian rule,
has thence been called the Habshan. Its position, if Janjira,
marks the southern extremity of the tract of country inhabited
by the Bene-Israel.

Passing far south, and omitting several ports of undoubted
antiquity by the way, we come, on the coast of Malabar, to
the famous port of Mouziris, which was identical with Mudiri-
cotta, or Muyirikudu, and also with Kodungalur, called by
the Portuguese Cranganore. This is the historic site of the
first abode of the Malabar Jews, and on this part of the coast
are also the towns and villages inhabited by the Syrian Christians,
or the Christians of 8. Thomas. From its situation on the
borders of the spice and pepper yielding countries, it drew
to itgelf the fleets not only of Roman merchants, but of many
otbers besides, Situsted a few miles south of it is now the
modern port of Cochin. We have already, in & foot-note to
previous page, made some mention of Mouziris.

The shove are examples of some of the porte which
on the western side of Indin extended hospitality, more or
less constantly, to foreign merchants and foreign shipping.
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Corresponding to these were important seaports on the other
side of India, which gathered the produce of their own side
of India, and often from China, Malacea, and other coun-
tries besides. On the Coromandel coast, near the mouth
of the Krishna river, was an important town and secaport
mentioned both by Ptolemy and the Periplus as Maisolia
or Masolia, where immense quantities of ‘fine muslin were
made. This place probably corresponds to the modern Ma-
sulipatam, and has been thought by some to be likely
rather than Mosul to be the origin of the word * Mus-
lin."*

Inland, between these western and ecastern ports, were
the two great trade-marts of Tagar and Paithan. The lat-
ter, called Baithana or Paithana by Piolemy and by the
Periplus, s a town in the Nizam's dominions on the left
bank of the river Godaveri. Tagar is thought by some to
be represented by the present Junnar, some 70 miles north
of Poona (Jun-Nagar, or *“Old City.”) According to Pto-
lemy, Paithana was a twenty days’ journey southward of
Barugaza, and eastwards about ten days’ journey from this
was Tagart By means of these and other marts connect-
ed with them, goods were apparently collected from the ports
along the coast of DBepgal ; and slso along this route,
there is reason to believe, came silk and some of the finer

s Bombay Qazeteer, Vol. XI. p. 188, note. Also Vol. XIIL. Pt.
2, p. 415, note

} ¢ From theee marts goods are tramsported on waﬁgonl to
Barugaza, through diffioult regions that have no 10ad worth enlling
puch., From Paithana large quantitiés of on?'x stones, and from Tagar
large supplies of common cotton cloth, muslina of all kinds, mallow-
tinted cottons, and various other articles of local produetion are im-
ported into it from the maritime districts.”—AleCrindle's Plolemy, p
176. According to Ptolemy’s description Tagar can hardly be Junpar.
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spices from the eastern archipelago and China, and passed
along to the western ports of India, thence to be carried by fo-
reign shipping more westward still. Such goods es did
not find their way by this overland route found their way
round by the coasting vessels.

It is to be observed that foreign trade from the
western ports was ever at its best when both the ports
and chief inland markets happened to be united wnder ome
girong rule, and that rule favourable to trade* When, as
go often happened in Indis, one power would be in control
of the ports and another of the inland markets and the
two opposed to each other, and, perhaps one or both of
them opposed to foreign trade, commerce would suffer in
consequence ; but even so, trade to some extent adjusted
itself; for, avoiding forbidden ports, coasting vessels would
pass along to meet Egyptinn vessels at Mouziris or Nel-
kynda, on the Malabar coast; or would go on still far-
ther to Ceylon, (then commonly named Taprobane, ) and
perhaps on to the Coromandel cosst, to fetch the mugling of
Masulipatam,} In any case the trade, adapting itself to
changing vicissitudes, was on the whole oconstant, and at
times abundant.

* Bombuy Gazeteer, Vol, XL p. 186. Vol. XIIL Pt. 2, p. 403, and
enpectally p. 412,

+ Bombay GQazeteer, Vol. XL p. 140. Vol, X1II. Pt. ii. p. 418.
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III

THE JEWS OF MALABAR.

HEN we come to treat of the Jews of the Malabar const

we alight on 2 region over which the light of early history,
though still dim, shines & little more clearly than elsewhere in
India. Allusions to the Jews of this part are to be found hero
and there in the writings of travellers of some antiquity.*
Actual historic records exist in the shape of some engraved
copper-plates, conveying cortain political rights, which are
preserved as an heirloom in the Jewish community at Cochin.
There survive amongst the Jews of Malabar versions of certain
written records claiming to be historicsl, though the same are
much at variance amongst themselves, and have apparently been
gometimes interpolated, if not, indeed, at some time reproduced
altogether from memory from certain older lost or destroyed
records, Again, anslogies between the circumstances of the
Jews and other ancient foreign communilies on the coast exist
and can be compared, Are there Jews who have been located
on thesc shores from times immemorial? There are Christians
there, the time of whose arrival is lost in antiguity. Are there
Jews uging a Shemitic language in the form of Hebrew in their
gynagogues in Malabar 7 There are Christians in Malabar using
a Shemitic language in their worship, in the shape of Syriac
liturgies, Is it & question whence the Jews fivst of all came?
It is no less a question whether the earliest Christianity came
directly by way of Bgypt, or round by Persia and the Persian

* Benjamin of Tudela { as ususlly understood,—but see Appendix )
mentions them in A.D. 1167. R. Maharikash deals with casuistioal
guestions from them about 4.p. 1600,
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Gulf, and whether it was brought first in an undiluted and
orthodox form, perhaps even by an Apostle, in the very dawn
of Christianity ; or whether it came in later days wearing a
Nestorian or Jacobite garb from the time of its first introduction.
Again, Were the Jews once high in favour with the ruling
powers of Malabar, and the recipients of substantial tokens of
that favour ? The Christians were so also. Both communities
in the zenith of their affluence end power in Malabar were
alike granted charters conveying varicus political privileges
and royal concessions as well ag grants of land, the record of
these being engraved on copper tablets, after the manner of
the time, and accredited with the seal (in the form of a conch-
shell marked upon them) of the reigning monarch, generally
believed to have been Cheraman Perumal. These copper-
plates exist nmow amongst both communities, and have heen
often translated and desoribed.*

EraNoLoa1cAL CONSIDERATIONS,

The .Problem of Colour.

The colour of the Jews of Malabar is a topic which has
engaged the aftention of a considerable number of writers.
Bevernl observers have exercised themselves io determine
slmost the very hue and shade of the complexions of these
Tsraelitish denizens of Indian shores. Benjamin of Tudels in
A.D. 1167 1 speaks of there being * only about one hundred Jews,
who are of black colour.” Menasseh Bene-Israel in .0, 1655,

* A partioularly able desoription of them, with facsimiles, and a
schalarly translation, will be found in the Indian Antiguary for
December 1874 ( Vol. IIL pp. 838, 834), in the furm of an article by
A, G, Buraell, Ph.D., M.CB., entitled, 7he Original Settlement Deed
of the Jewish Colony at Coohin.

t Assuming him to refer to the Jews of Malabar—aee Appendix,
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when addressing Cromwell with the hope of inducing him to
permit the return of the Jews fo England, and being anxious
to impress upon him that the Jews are not an insignificant
people, and “how profitable the Nation of the Jews are,”
points to their affluence and high political standing in Cochin,
and remarks, * These in India, in Cochin, have four synagogues,
one part of these Jews being there of a white colour, and
three* of a tqwny; these being most favoured of the king.'}
Amongst & succession of more recent writers wa meet with
the familiar twofold classification of the  White " and * Black "
Jews of Cochin, And later on we are apprised of the * White,”
s Brown,” and * Black ” Jews of Cochin, the earliest exponent
of this threefold division of whom I have record being the
Rev. T. Whitehouse, in an article in Evening Hours for 1878.%
Jacob Saphir,§ & Jewish traveller who visited his co-religionists
in Cochin in recent years, having described some of the Jews
resident thers as black, hastens to tone down his words, and

*The “1hree” are probably (i) the M’'yukhasim, or *they of
lineage®; (ii ) the M shuhararim, cr the ‘manumitted’; and (iil) the
A}l)&ﬁlfln. or * slaves, '—an actual clasitication among the Black Jews
of Cochin.

+ It will frequently Le appsrent when studying the history of the
Jews of Cochin, that while the White Jews have always been the ones
to stand hi%:est in the estimation of European invaders, whether
Portuguese, Dutch or English, it is the Black Jews who heve consist-
ently enjoyed the favour of the Hindu Rajahs of Cochin. The Black
Jows atiribute many of the misunderstandings that exist amongst
Europesn writers concerning them to the fuct tha} the White Jews
being able to speak the langnage of the latter, and being gocially more
on & level with them, have been able the more readily to obtain their
esr, and to present their own version of matters, It is only compa-
ratively lately that the Black Jews have so much s known what
accopnts have been given of them by the White Jews.

4 I have not been sble to get access to My, Whitehouse's Historijcal
Notices of Cochin.

§ He is the author of Eben Saphir, or The Stone of Saphir.
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adds, “ They are not black like the raven, or as the Nubians,
but only as the appearance of copper.” But Hayim Jacob
HaOohen,* another modern Jewish traveller, chastizing the
latter for calling them *black™ at all, declares that bhe will
write of this class everywhere as the * non-white,” and never
anywhere ( God forbid !) as the « Black,” It is very wrong, he
pays, to exaggerate in this manper, for their colour is like that
of the Yemen or Ambian Jews, whereas some writers erro-
neously confuse them with the M'shuhararim, the seclion of
the converted slaves, by calling them * Black” Jews.

Origen of the Distinction © White” and © Black.”

Now, as a rule, the deseription of tho Jews of Malabar as
“White” and “Black” is one emspating from European
travellers, both non-Jewish and Jewish. Accustomed to all the
Jews of European and other countries of which they have had
experience being of one uniform fair complexion, the discovery
of Jews of colour has filled them with eurprise, and they have
duly noted the novel fact. They have merely written of things
as they have been struck by them. Such descriptions have no
invidious suggestion about them, But the use of “ White* and
# Black ™ amongst ench must be carefully distinguished from s
mode which the Indian Jews have of using the same terms
smongst themselves. Amongst the Bene-Tsrael of the Bombay
Presidency, for instance (as has been already shown in a
previous psge ), and probably it may be the same elsewhere,
the term © Black ” has a strictly technical meaning of serious
import, which has & very invidious application indeed, since it
denotes those born of concubinage with Indian women, and

# Author of Mashbith Milhamoth, or .dssuager of Baitles,
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who in consequence are precluded from full membership and
from intermarriage with those of the other class,

7 he so-called « Black™ Jews, including a third class, are
representative of the earliest Jewish Setilers.

It is when they come 1o inie~pret the problem of colour
amongst the Jews of Malabar that European writers are
generally found on debateable ground. In the present treatise
the writer is about to uphold the theory that it is amongst
the * Black™ Jews of Cochin that the lineal descendants of
the earliest Jewish settlers on the Malabar Coast of India are
to be sought, though such a view will bring him into conflict
with many modern writers,

The separation of the Jews of Cochin into the threefold
division of ¢ White,” * Brown ” and * Black,” as adopted and
put forth by Mr. Whitehouse and some others, however
peculiar it may be in appearance, has at any rate the advantage
of being a classification that is scientific. It recognizes the
existence of the M'ruxmasim, or “those of lineage,” amongst
the Black® Jews, as a class disbinet from the rest of that

# The present writer continues throughout this paper to use the term
¢ Black E ews” in the sense which {however wrongly) has become the
popular one, and which, being now generally understood, conduces
much to brevity. Were he to do otherwise these pages would be
prolon%ed by numerous periphrases and needlesaly repeated definitions.
[t will be understood that in the writer's own view there are really
three classes amongsl the present Jews of Malabar wviz., (i) the
WHITE JEws, or Pardesis, (ie., ,forciyuerc?; (ii.) the M'yurmASIM; and
(ili) the NoN-M'vrkmasim, or Jews of mixed origin, Thus, the
designation “ Black Jews,” in the popular (and, as the present writer
helieves, mistakén) acceptation of the term, embraces both the M'yukha-
#tm and the non-M'yukhasim. Mr. Whitehouse howaver divides more
correctly, thongh ~ interpreting the classes wrongly, terming the
M’yukbasim the Brown and the non-M'yukhasim the Blaok Jewa.
Tt is the M’yukgasim whom the present writer recognizes as the lineal
descendants of the original sefitlers.
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section. But the interpretation of that threefold division, by
which Mr. Whitehouse (who is followed more or less by
Dr. Burnell, Dr. Day, Professor Milne Rae,* and others)
would account for the Brown Jews as ¢ the offspring of White
Jews by native mothers,” and for the Black Jews as “the off-
spring of proselytes from the low caste natives of Indian,” must
be regarded as an explanation of matters as generally inaccurate
as his threefold classification by itself is correct. To begin with,
it is not probable, on the face of it, that the two classes
(the Brown and the Black ) could, on any such theory of their
respective origing, have continued for long distinet at all,
They must soon have merged into one, and then Mr. White-
house would have found no Brown class to deseribe. Moreover,
we agk, Is it conceivable that any class of people with the
origin stbributed to the Black Jews by Mr. Whitehouse, could
ever have hold up their heads before Kings and Princes, and
have stood high in the favour of the Hindu Rajeh, in the way
that Menasseh Ben Israel addressing Cromwell boldly represents
the dark-coloured Jews of Cochin a8 doing? Or, again, Can
we imagine a class of the origin suggested being the recipients
of a singular mark of favour from the Rajsh, such as was shown
in the grant of land made to the Black Jews at Ernakulam}
as recently as A.p. 1711, to say nothing of earlier favours?

* Bee Burnell, in The Indian Antiguary for December 1874 ( Vol, II1.

pp. 833, 384); Dr. Doy, The Land of the Permauls. Ganz Brothers,
Madras, 1863; Prof. Milne Rae, The Syrian Church in India, Wm.
Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh, 1892,

+ Ernakulam is a town situated on the mainland opposite to Cochin
across the Backwater at distance of about two miles. The Rajah has
& palace in its vicinity, as well as at Cochin; and at Ernakulam are
nituated the chief public offices of the Cochin Native State.



EraNorocicAl, CoNSIDERATIONS. 79

Analogy of the Bene-Israel of Bombay.

But fortunately some light of a more positive character can
be thrown on the vexed guestion from another quarter. The
Jews of Cochin, as it happens, are not the only Israelitish
inhabitants of Indian cossts. We have already described ab
some length the  Bene-Israel” of the Bombay Presidency.
These, while hardly second in interest to the Jews of Malabar,
are in numbers largely superior.* They are as far removed
from any modern type of Jews as are any on the Malabar
Coast itself. There is no question about the antiquity of
their arrival in India. They share the problem of colour
with the Jews of Malabar, Yemen, and elsewhere. Circum-
stances have led to their being for long periods together largely
cut off and dissociated from their brethren in South India.
Ono cause of this may have been, a3 we have suggested, the
intolerance of Konkan rulers, and the aversion which is known
to have existed, from A.p. 247 onward, towards foreign maritime
traffic, on the part of some of the Konkan kings. To this
severance may be attributed perhaps the loss nf Hebrew learning
amongst the Bene-Israel, which has been a characteristic of
their past, and in which respect they stand in contrast with their
brethren of Cochin. Still, on account of this very isolation they
stand to us in the light of independent witnesses, and invite a
comparative study, What is to be considered to be the origin
of this Tsraelite community on Indion shores? Ave they to be
accounted for in the way the White Jews of Cochin would
account for their darker brethren? If so, where is the remnant
of the white community from which they sprang ? Where is there

#» They number, as we have shown, about ten thousand. Accord-
ing to the census of 1901 the Jews of the Cochin State number ag
follows,—White Jews, 180. Black Jews, 857. Inall 1,137
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so muich ag any trace or remembrance of such? It hag fallen to
the lot of the writer during many years now to see a greai deal
of the Bene-Israel, and having also seen the M’yukhagim, or
Brown Jews, of Malabar, one thing which has impressed itsels
strongly on his mind as the result of it all is that there is,
allowing for local difforences of intermixture by marriage with
Indian prosclytes, &ec., & real identity of type characterizing
the two. IF this be established as an ethnological fact, it will
go for to show that both are lineal descendants of some common
Jewish stock to be songht for not in modern times, but in the
distant past, and it will be & further reason for discarding the
views of those who see in the Black Jews of Malabar ouly a
congerie of persons of native or mixed origin, who in times
past are supposed to have adopied the Jewish creed, not having
been originally born thereto.

Several Writers of weight have recognized the trus distinction.

Although the wrilers who have sought to account for the
origin of the Black (including the Brown) Jews of Malabar
in the way that Mr. Whitehouse and others have done, are both
numerous, and are also authorities of weight, it is by no
means all, or even always those possessed of most weight who
have done so. Dr. Duchanan himself says of the Jews in
Qochin, “The resident Jews are divided into two classes,
called the Jerusalem or White Jews; and the ancient or Black
Jews;” * and again, he records his deliberate verdict, “It is
only necessary to look at the countenance of the Black Jews
to be satisfled that their ancestors must have arrived in India
many ages before the White Jews.”f{ Dr. Wilson writes,

* Buchanan's Christian Researches, lith Ed, Page 221,
+ Ihid.
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¢ The accounts given of themselves by the White Jews of Cochin,
aro, to a great extent, fabulous. These Jews profess to be des-
cendants of Jews who came to Indin immediately after the
destruction of Jerusalem; but their family names, such as
David Oastil ( David the Oastilian) go to prove that they are
descendants of the Jews of Spain, probably of those driven from
that country in the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella; and of Ger-
man and Egyptian Jews—a fact which has been long ago noticed.
The real ancient Jews of Cochin are the Black Jews.”* Travel-
lers who are Jews themselves may be supposed to be good
judges of matters relating to their own people. Rabbi David
D’Beth Hillel, from Jerusalem, published in Madras in 1832
an account of his travels. He writes, *The Black Jews believe
themselves to be the descendants of the first captivity who were
brought to India, and did not return with the Inraelites who
built the Second Temple. This account I am inclined to be-
lieve correct; though Black Jews,—they are of somewhat darker
complexion than the White Jews,—yet they are not the colour
of the natives of the country, or of persons descended from
Indian slaves.,” Concerning the White Jews he writes,
«T ... . have reason to suppose that the White Jews arrived
there some little time before the Portuguese, for I have met
in parts of Europe with persons of the same family names with
those in Cochin, ¢g., the Rotenboorgs, Tserfates, Ashkenazim,
and Sargons, &e. They have no Mas. more than two or three
centuries old.” ¥ Another Jewish writer, Mr. A. Asher, edited

* Dr, Wilson’s, The Bene-Israel of Bombay: An Afpeal Jor their
Ohristian Eduoation. lst Ed. Bombay, 1854. 2nd Ed. Edinburgh,
1865. See also 7'he Indian Antiquary, Vol III pp. 821, 823, Ina
footnote in the latter Dr. Wilson exprésses his personal opinion that
these “ancient Jews of Cochin® are descendants of Judean, Arabian
and Indian proselytes.

+ The Travels of Rabbi Daviéd D'Beth Hillel. Madras, 1832,
pages 117, 125,
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the Itinerary of Benjamin of Tudela. In it he writes of the
Jews of Cochin as follows; «The former (the Black Jews)
are beyond doubt the more ancient of the two classes which
settled near Quilon . ... Wo hope to have proved that
Benjamin of Tudela is no mean authority, and it certainly
remeins difficult to explain why %e should not have mentioned
the White Jews also, had they been established in his time;
he who so diligently collected all information respecting his
brethren would certainly not have omitted to give an account
of this remarkable colony . ., . All the family names of the
White dJews now living on the spot, viz. Mizri,* Alegns,
Kodar, Barphatz, Rottenburg, &c., at once prove their origin
to have been either Eigyptian, Spanish or German.t In the
Noticias dos Judwos de Cochin, published in Amsterdam in
16886, it is stated that the firsl Spanish Jews arrived at Cochin
in A.p, 1511, It is also said in the same, that the Black Jews
are from early times; the White ones from the preceding
century. }

Grounds of the Claim of the M'yukhasim to represent the
Original Jewish Settlers.

Some of the arguments put forward by the M’yukhasim

smong the Black Jews in support of their claims are as
follows :—

® Whether *Mizri,” which means “The Eg{ptian, ” has been
actually known in Coohin &8 a surname, I am not able to say; but if
not, it may be a slip of the pen for “ Rahabi,” which has the same mean-
ing, and which is omitted from this list. though well-known amongst
the White Jows of Cochin. It is now sometimes written * Roby.
+ The Itinerary of Benjuminiof Tudeln. Tromslated and Edited
A. Agher. London and Berlin, 1840. [ See, however, Appendix to
the present work. }

1 The Oriental Christian Spectator for September, 1839. (Vol. X,
page 361.)
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1. The copper-plate charter itself purports to be given tn
Joseph Rabban, The Record Book * of the White Jews, alik
with that of the Black Jews, assorts that Joseph Rabban eanwe
from Yemen in Arabia. He could not, therefore, he one !
the White Jews.

2. There nre certain characteristic differences in rituwl
and religious observances belween the White and Black Jeun-.
which betoken an independent origin for each community v
these shores. Though bolh use the same Hebrew liturgy, 1o
hoth have also collections of additional Hymns and Songs 1
use ab the Feast of Tabernacles, and on other occosions; and
these differ characieristically in the two commmunities, Falling
into two classes, proper 1o the two sets respectively. The song-
book of the Black Jews was first published in Amsterdem in
A.p. 1668 (a second edition being afterwards printed at
Leghorn ). The White Jews have a similar song-book, printed
within five or six years of the former, and in the same
publishing office, and with the same Editor, but with diferencer.
For instance, it begine differently, one song on the second page
being wenting. Certain wedding-songs, composed by the ances-
tors of the Black Jews are wanting among the wedding songs.
One of these omitted ones iz & song composed by one Jacab
Bar Banaiah, one of the ancestors of the Black Jews. Itis an
alphabetical song, repeating the name of its writer acrostically.
Other differences need not be pointed out in detnil; those mention-
ed are enough to show their distinet character. The two books ap-
parently date from a time when there was no open breach betwern

* {.e. Their Dibre Hayamim=Acis of the Duys = Okronicles. This
is the Hebrew name of the Books of Chromicles of the Biblo, and is
the term used by the Jews for their official records or history in any
place. Such records should by rights bear the signature from timo to
time of the ruling prince of their community.
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the two commmunities, for the Editor in his preface to the book
prepared for the Black Jews states that the book was edited with
the help of Ezekiel Rahabi, who is somelimes regarded as the
first immigraut of the White Jews to Cochin, and he also gives
in its preface information obtained from the White Jews. The
title-pages of the two books differ no less characteristically than
their contonts. The White Jews in their book are spoken of as
the Kahal Kogin, or ** Congregation of Cochin,” while the book
of the Black Jews is spoken of as prepared for the several Holy
Congregations * of the assembly of Jeshuran [ inhabiting ]
Shingali.t

8. The dates of the synagogues of the Black Jews
altogether antedate those of the White. Thus, the date
on the mural slab of the now disused and dilapidated ¢ Co-
chin Angadi” Synagogue, is A.D. 1844,=563 years ago.
That of the Kadavambagom Synagogue in QCochin is A.D.
1639, or=268 years ago. That of the Cochin Theckumba-
gom Synagogue iz A.D, 1586, or=821 years ago; while
that of the Synagogue of the White Jews is A.D. 1666,
or=241 yenrs ago, Hence the institutions of the Black
Jews are the more ancient.

4., The Tomb-stone dates of the Black Jews are also

far more ancient that those of the White Jews. The ear-
liest datc of any toml-stone of the White Jews is two

# Perhaps referring to the Seven Yoga.mn, or * Seven Congregations,”
into which the ** Black * Jews of Cochin are still divided.

+ Shingali, a8 we have remarked in a foregoing article, is a well-
known ancient name of Cranganore. (See Yule and Burnell's Hobson-
Jobson. &e. We see that tie Black dews were at this period an inde-
pendent; community, with their own traditions; and no less keenl
alert to get their song-book printed, directly they were in touch wit{
‘western oivilization, than were the White Jews. This is not theaotion
of a depressed class, composed of elaves and hali-castes.
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hundred years old. That on a tomb-stone of the Black
Jews is six hundred years old.* The White Jews’ syna-
gogue being two hundred and forty-one years old, and
their esrliest tombstone two hundred years old, it clearly
follows that the White Jews came only in recent years,

5. In the public accounts, and other state records,
the White Jews are described as Paradesis (or foreigners),
and their synagogue ns the Paradesis’ synagogue,

6. A further proof of the comparatively recent erection
of the White Jews’ Synagogue than is afforded by the
date on its mural glab alone, arises out of the known fact
that for it the southern boundary wall of the compound of
tho Rajah’s palace at Matancheri (at Cochin) had to be
shifted, in order %o provide a site for its erection. This is a
proof ihat the community of the White Jows wae a
lagt-comer, and that all available space on the land st Cochin
assigned by the Rajah to the Jews had already been taken
up and occupied by the (mo-called) Black Jews, so that
the White Jews wheu they became sufficiently numerous to
build a synagogue for themselves, had to sue to the Ra-
jah for a fresh piece of ground. Hence they were not the
original settlers }

# It has been suggested that there is a discr?ancy between these
enrly dotes and the known historical date of the Jewish emigration to
Cochin., It must be remembered that wholesale emigrations to new
places are commonly preceded by esrlier tentative eettlements. The
earlieat tombetune, asfar as the writer krows is to be found at Chen-
nanmangalum. At this and similar places it is likely thet there were
branch settlements of Jews existing before the final desertion of Crun-
ganore. At any rate, the dates on the synagogues and tombstones can-
not be got rid of, and must be reckosed with.
+ It is well known thet the palace at Matancheri was built and
resented to the Rajah by the Dutch on October 2nd, A.D. 1551. If
}‘u)herefore the White Jows should wish fo explain the latences of the
date of their present synagogue by the contention that it is & new
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7. Although now, in the Ernakulam and Cochin divisions
only, it has becomo the habit in the Nedoonchits® to designate
Jews other than those of the White community as « Black,”
such was not the case until the post of Judge of the Zillah
Court was held by a White Jew named Mosa Sargon, 80 years
ago. He first introduced the practice. But elsewhere, eg., in
the Parur and Chennanmangelum divisions, the custom does
not prevail even now. Again, had the practice prevailed of
old it would have occurred in the legtoram (or grant-deed ) by
which in 1711 the land in Ernskulam now occupied by the
Black Jews was conveyed to them by the Rajah. But in this
the words are, * We grant to our 64 Jews{ of Naikar Kadavoo
at Brnakulam, &e.”  The term ¢ Black, ” if ever used of old,
could only have had a technical mesning, as designating those
ucknowledged as a wixed class by both the M’yukbasim and
the White Jews.

8. In the present Record Book} of the White Jews no
mention whatever is made of Cranganore, which is inexplicable
on the assumplivn that the White Jews ever lived there.

9. Had the White Jews ever lived in Parur or Chen-
nanmangalum, as would seem to be implied by Day, Burnell, and
others, their Tarawarls (ancestral estates ) and houses should be
in existence. But such as these are never heard of. All the
Jewish ancesiral estates in those places belong to the so-valled

one erected on the side of an older one, that theory is shut out b
the fact of the date of the building of the place, the componnd wall
of which could not have been built in a place whence it had to be
removed & hundred years later, had that ground heen already occupied
by a Jewish Synagogue.

% Receipta for Government Revenue,

t The term * sixty-four persons’ is a woll known term of respect
in Malabar.

3 Their Dibre Hayamim. See foregoing note on the same.
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¢ Black” Jews. In the absence of these belongings, we must under-
stand the terms “ White” and ¢ Black ” as applied to Jews out-
side Cochin to mean the M'yukhasim of the seven Yogaros,®

10. The terms used by the Black Jews to designate their
present synagogues are commemorative of the terms used to
describe those in Cranganore. Thus, both in Cochin and in
Ernokulam they have their, * Kadavambagom™ and their
« Theckombagom™ synagogues. The former means “ River-
side” and the latter * South-side” synagogues. Neither of
thege terms has any significance as applied to the positions at
present occupied by the synagogues in Cochin or Ernakulam.
Their real reference is to the positions occupied by the earlier
synagogues in Cranganore. But it is the Black Jews, not the
‘White Jews, who thus designate their synagogues,—another
indication that the Black Jews were at Cranganore, and that
the White Jews were not.

11. A book by a Rabbi of Alexandria named Maharikash,}
who died in A.p. 1610, deals with various casuistical questions
propounded to him by Jews throughout the world. Amongst
these questions for adjudication is one relating to the racial
purity of certain Jews at Cochin, It is propounded by a
M’yukhas of Caleutta ( Calicut ? ). Maharikash remarks that it is
not the first time that that question has been brought up for
decision in regard to the Jews of Cochin. The salient point

* The Seven Yogams denote the seven congregatious or parishes into
which the Black Jews are now divided. These are, two at Cochin,
two at Erpakulam, snd onme each at Parur, Chennanmangalum and
Malsh They make up seven congregations in all ( one, however, being
just now in o state of schism), while the White Jews constitute an
eighth and separate one.

t « Maharikash ” is an acrestic abbreviation for Moharur Yakob

Kastero. He was & Spanish Jew, of the family name of Castero, For
his adjudication see further on, (Page 104.)
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to be obgerved, however, is that in the whole discussion of the
matter, there is not so much as an allusion to any White Jews
in Cochin. Mention is made only of Jews that are M’yukhasim
snd Jews that are non-M’yukhasim. The mode of description
could not have been adopted had the White Jews then formed
o separate and a third community of Jews in Cochin, as they
do now.*

12. In Qochin is an old and decayed synagogue, known as
the “Cochin Angadi” synagogue. Itis now disused, The
frechold properties, however, belonging to if, are not in the
enjoyment of the White Jews ( as their claim to be the original
gettlers would require them to be ), but are in the hands of the
Black Jews.

18. A pronouncement upon the racial purity (from a
Jewish religious point of view ), of the Black Jews of Malabar
was lately elicited from the Great Rabbi in Jerusalem,} whose,
position in the Holy City naturally constitutes him an important
ccclesiastical authority to the Jews throughout the world.
He refers to the treatment of the subject by Maharikash nearly
threc hundred years ago, and gives it as his well: considered
decision that the M’yukhasim among the Black Jews of
Cochin are ‘“equal in racial purity to any of the Jews
thronghout the world,” and are really of the Jewish nation, in
its fullest sense. The remsining ones (the non-M’yukhesim ),
can become so by having recourse fo the appointed ceremonial
bath, or baptism.]

* See Ohle Yokob, Ch. XOIX., p. 149,

+ The Rabbi R'shon U Zion ( The First—ie. Chief—Rabbi of Zion )
in the pexason of the late Rabbi Raphael Meyer Phanizal.

1 The writer is informed on good anthority that the decizion was
arrived at by the great Rabbi after most careful enquiry made of the
White Jews of Cochin through the Jewish agency at Caloutts, who




ErrnoLoeicar, CoNsipERATIONS, 89

14, The Black Jews are still the ones who make use of the
privileges granted in the copper-plate charter. They still
carry & silk umbrells and lamps lit at day-time when pro-
ceeding to their synagogue on the 8th day after birth of sons.
They spread a cloth on the ground, and place ornaments of
leaves across the road on occasions when their brides and bride-
grooms go to get married, and use then drums, cadanars,®
and trumpets. After the wedding is over, four silk sunshades,
each supported on four poles, are borne, with lamps burning
in front, ae the bridal party goes home. The Black Jews say
that the White Jews use none of these, and never have done
so. The White Jews aver that they were accustomed for-
merly to use such privileges, but have discontinned them.

An Imaginary Parallel, drawn from the Fnown circum-
stances of Jewish setilements in Bombay.

The above are some of the chief arguments on which the
Black Jews of Cochin rely to prove their {rue origin. ¥or
additional Jight on the problem we can resort once more to the
comparative method, and adduce the witness of analogies
elsewhere. For example, in Bombay, in addition to the Bene-
Terael, to whom the problem of colour attaches, and of whom we

in turn made enquiries of the White Jewsof Cochin before submit-
ting a report to the Great Rabbi. To make matters doubly assured
the Rabbi sent to Cochin itself an agent, Abraham Asher HaLevy,
who collegted evidence, and went to Jerusalem and furnished the
Great Rabbi with the information. As though to finally olench the
matter, and to leave no manner of doubt as to the Great Rabbi’s
innermost mind on. the question, it may be mentioned that only recently
(4. & in about 1908.) a member of the Black Jews’ community (of
course a M’yukhas, or ‘Brown’ Jew) went to Jerusalem, and
brought back ag his wife one of the relatives of the Great
Rabbi himself,

* A Oadaner is o small mortar. which, when charged with gun.
powder and fired, explodes with a loud raport.
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have already written so much in the foregoing pages, there is
another community of Jews, white in colour, the arrival of whom
dates within about the last one hundred years; and the advent of
this white community of Jews in Bombay many centuries
after an esrlier community had settled in adjacent parts,
forms a strict parallel to what must once have taken place in
Cochin. The advent and growth of the present community
of White Jews in Bombay coincides with ihe commencement
and development of commerce in this city through the
English, just as there is resson to believe that the origin of
the White Jews in Cochin coincided with the commencement
of European trade in Cochin through the Dutch ( and poessibly
begen in Portuguese times), and developed with its growth,
The fireb (modern) Bagdadi Jew fo seitle in Bombay was
Jacob Semsh, who came from Bagded 180 years ago, ( Jewish
Year-Book). To the modern Jews of Bagdad first settled in
Bombay have been added numbers of White Jews from Egypt,
Turkey, and numerous Furopean countries besides, forming a
modern Jewish community in Bombay of now probably more
than 1500 souls. It is on record that when the Sassoon family
first came to Bombay from Bagdad in the very early days of the
White Jewish communily in this cily, the members of that
family at first frequented the synagogues of the Bene-Israel
community, and were indebted to them for the ministrations of
their religion, As time proceeded, however, the large Sassoon
Synagogue in the Byculla suburb was built, followed by another
edifice in the Fort. Siuce such times the two communities
have for the wmost part drawn apart, to worship in their respec-
tive synagogues, and there has remained no intimate bond
between them. But neither has there been any breach of
friendship, as has so unhappily been the case in Cochin; and
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the two classes frequently co-operate in Eurtherance of schemes
of education and the like. Now, it would be strange if at
some future time some historian should arise to esy that the
White Jews of Byculla and of the Fort in Bombay, were the
original Jewish settlers of Bombay, and that the Bene-Israel
of Bombay are descended from their servants or converts! Yet,

mutatis mutandis, has the case been so very differently stated
in Cochin 7*

A Wide Comparative Study is needed if the Hebrew Race-
Problems of India ars to be justly weighed.

It is not, then, as an isolated remnant, but as one
seattered portion of a greater whole, that we are to judge of
the race problems of the Malabar Jews and, indeed, of Indian
Jows generally. And our survey must extend further afield
than merely the Indian shores. On the one side of us, on
Arabian Coasts, is the very large community of the Jews of
Yemen; and further on still are the Jewish Falashas of
Abyssinia. On the other side of us, in the very far east, is

* The protest whioch the Black Jewsof Cochin make agaiust the
origin so assiduously sought to be fastened on them in certain quarters,
is not one newly made. For example, we find them in 1889 making
common cause with the White Jews in indignantly rebutting certain
charges of Dr. Wolff. Ina representintion sxiued by eixteen pergons,
these words ocour:—** The fact is that the Black Jews never were,
or considered themselves to be, slaves to the Whifte Jews, nor have
they ever, in any one instence, paid any yearly tribute; nor are they
in any manner bound to pay any small sume whatever to any ome
whatsoever for the privilege of circumeising their children; or being in
Prayer allowed to wear frontlets ( T'philim). They do not sit down
in general or promiscuously with the White Jews, as a mark of dia-
tinction which is observed in every nation or sect from the lower
classes lowards those of o higher sphere of society; and being of
geparate congregations they never acknowledged the White Jews an
masters to whom they were in any way in bondage, nor can Mr., Wolff

roduce more than one or two individuals among the Black Jewa that
ave any property, or are, in their circumstances richer than the
White Jews.”—O0riental Qhristion Spectator, September, 1859,
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the strange little remnant of ancient Jews at Kai-Fung-Fu
in China ; and history has it that there were also formerly many
Jows in Ceylon. We have already treated of the Bene-Israel
of Bombay. All the foregoing have their problems of colour.
Are we to give of each of these the account which has so often
and, as the writer believes, with so little foundation, been
given of the *“Black” Jews of Malabar? If so, what has
become, in these other places mentioned, of the stock of
White Jews from which the vest have sprung? In truth,
we need to take more than a local view of these questions.
The comparative study of the numerous scattered coloured
communities of Jews which we have mentioned, obliges ug
to throw back our gaze into the vistas of the past, and to
contemplate eras gone by, when even in hoary times of anthmty
Israelite adventurers and merchants were already pessing ulong
the still well-known tracks of ancient maritime and land traffie ;
when individual Jewish merchants were in course of time
followed by Jewish settlers, and Jowish settlers often grew
into Jewish communities, and Jewish communities were wont
to be swelled by bodies of Jewish refugees, now and then

resorting to them in times of political persecution or overthrow
elsewhere.

A Likely History of Jewish Communal Development
in Molubar.

If we were asked to construct a theory to account for what
Lias led up to the present position of things amongst the Jews
of Malabar, it would not seem altogether difficult to do so. It is
clear that there wag first of all & time when, on first arrival, the
Jews of the White section lived in concord and amity with
their brethren of the oldor community, then alrcady located in
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Malabar, and for long previously enjoying the favour of the
Rajshs of Cochin. Doubtless, too, by courtesy, the new-
comers, on account of their hailing, many of them, from Europe,
and standing well with the Dutch and other European traders,
whose langusge they were able to speak, and on account also
of their possessing, no doubt, higher Hebrew and Jewish
learning, were gladly accorded a position of consensual priority.
Samuel Castil, who dates from the palmy days of the Jewish
State in Cranganore, and whose family name though that of
Spanish Jews is classed with the Black Jews ( amongst whom
at Chennanmangalum the family graves of the Castil family
still exist, although the name is not so much as known now
amongst the White Jews in Cochin,), would seem to be =
witness to a happy period such as the one described having
once existed, At such a time it must have been that the
copper-plate charters passed not unnaturally into the keeping
of the White new-comers,® Then must have ensued a fime
of misonderstanding and a breach. The tradition which
attributes this to a refusal on the part of the White Jews to
intermarry with the M’yukhasim of the Black community is
not unlikely to be true, Socially, of course, all men are free
to marry or not to marry with whom they please, as far as race
goea; but it must be remembered that the bar which has been
interposed by the White Jews in the metter of intermarringe
with the Black, is a religious one, and that an actual religious

* There seems no reason to suppose “accident” as the cante of
this, as the Editor of the Malabar Quarierly Review says that the
Black Jews maintain., Mnuch less peed is thers to suppose that
“stratagem ” was employed for its abstraction, ss Mr. Asher would
suggest. (See his Bejamin of Tudela,). The probability is that the
W%nte Jews became the custodisns of these plates in the most ordinery
and patural of ways, when they were at ong with the Black com-
munity, and possessed their confidence; and once in their keeping
they retained their hold upon them after the breach ensued.
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disqualificstion on the part of any “ Black” Jew, ( so-called ),
whether M*yukhas or other, to marry with any Jew of the White
pootion is oreated thereby ; amd thus the matter is placed out-
side the option of the individual. Whatever the cause has been,
it has resulted in an inveterste animosity between the two
classos, which still continues, leading to many complications,
a8, for example, to the discipline of the seven Yogams being
upset by the White Jews, who have in late years granted a
license of readership (in the synagogue) to ome of the seven
synagogues of the Black Jews, in a case where for certain
reasons the Black Jews had withheld it.

There seems much need for a voice to say to the two
contending parties, as was once seid to two of their na-
tion of old when engaged in heated struggle, *Sirs, ye
are brothren.”®* What need that there should prevail the
better principles of the religion of Israel's true Messiah, in
Whom there is neither Jew nor Greek, bond nor free, bat
all one in Christ Jesus.

Conclusion of present Ethnological Enguiry.

The argument sought to be drawn from the absence of
surnames amongst the Black Jews of Oochin cannot be con-
sidered fo bo of much weight. The Bene-Israel of Bombay
have no real surnames either. Those which serve for such,
as we have already pointed out at mome length, are mere-
ly indicative of Indian villages in which the ancestors of
the present holders of the surname have resided—e g.
« Kihimkar * = * resident of Kihim ;** « Thalkar”~ ¢ inhabi-

* Aot Ap. vii. 26. Comp, HBxodusii. 13,

t See Palestine Exploration Fund Quarierly Statement 1804,
pp. 150 A, 1905, pp. 48 ff.
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tant of Thal ;” ¢ Penkar "= ¢ inhabitant of Pen ;” and the
like. The villages are still well-known ones near Bombay,
These surnames it is now the tendency among the Bene-
Tsrael to drop. Whether the Jews of Yemen have real
gurnames or no, the writer has no certain information ;
but has been given to understand that they have not.
The universsl use of surnames cven awmongst the Englich is
not a matter of ancient history.

The conclusion arrived at, then, in the foregoing is,
that the commonly called «Black™ Jews of Cochin are
sub-divisible into two widely-differing classes, one of which,
the M'yukhasim of the seven Yogams, sometimes described
as the “Brown” Jews, are the actual descendants of the
original Jewish settlers of Crangnore. The present *White”
Jews are comparatively rocont arrivals. The term * Black,”
it it is to be applied to any Jews in Malabar at all,
must be restricted to those who are acknowlodged both by
the White Jews und by the M’yukhasim of the seven
Yogams to be of mixed origin.

Nuusrrs aNp LooaTioN oF THE JEWS oF MAvaiBAR,

The traveller who visits the Jews of Malabar will give it as
his verdict that their lines are fallen to them in pleasent places.
‘With the open sea to the west, and the beautiful backwater east-
wards, and with the cocoanut groves over and around them, the
Jews of Cochin are located on & spot which all admirers of
nature must pronounce distinctly beautiful. Hardly less beauti-
ful are the three or four other spots inhabited by the Malabar
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Jews, situated ag they aro on the waterways of the country,
either on the backwater itself, or on canals branching from it.
The writer will not easily forgel how at the close of his first visit
to the Malabar Jews in 1895, after he had put off from Chen-
nanmengalum ( the last of their villages which he had been able
to visit ), in the boat which was to convey him up the backwater
northwards towards the railway, 2 number of the Jews, acting
on an afterthought, put off in their canoes and paddled hurriedly
after him to ask copies of a pamphlet which had been written in
regard to their history; and how, while they eagerly accepted
the pamphlets they wanted, they as strenuously rejected tracts on
the Messiah which were offered them with the former. The
scene was one truly romantic, amidst its beautiful surroundings.
And these were the wso-called * Black Jews.” Shall we, fol-
lowing R. Jacob HaCohen, whose words we have already quoted
in & foot-note, rather term them M’yukhasim Jews of the * non-
white” class ?

Jews' Town, Cochin.

But to return to Cochin, and to take things a little in order.
« Jew Town,* part of a suburb named Matancheri, some two
miles south of the British fown of Cochin, and near a palace by
the waterside where the Rajahs of Cochin are crowned, consists
of one straight and narrow streef, running north and south, and
flanked on either side with quaint houses of solid build, many of
which bespeak Dutch origin and style. At its northern end,
near the Rajah’s palace is situated the synagogue of the White
Jews. The synagogue internally is remarkable for its handsome
pavement of old Dutch tiles, and possesses many handsome
articles of furniture. In the street mentioned dwell, often side
by side, numerous families of the White and Black Jews. The
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recognized head of the White Jews at the present time is
Mr. Isaac Halegua, in whose keeping are the famous copper-
plate charters. From this worthy gentleman the present writer
during both his visits to Cochin (in 1895 and 1902), received
the most unfailing kindness and courteous assistance; and
although compelled to differ from him s to the verdiet of
history upon the controverted matter of the status of the Black
Jews, nothing has transpired to weaken the cordial respect
and gratitude felt personally towards him by the writer. Indeed,
the memories of Cochin, whether as he moved amongst one
or other of the different classes of Jews thers (as he was able
to do without anyone saying « Nay ” to him ), are fragrant to the
writer with the recollections of all sorts of kind acts of friendship
and courtesy extended by either side. One could only regret that
those so generously disposed towards a common friend should
be so much divided amongst each other.

The Feest of Tabernacles is kept with special éelat amongst
the White Jews of Cochin, and during the former of his two
visits to Cochin the writer was witness of some of its social
festivities. The amount of jewellery displayed on the occasion,
on the persons of the ladies, as well as the handsome apparel
worn, was very striking.

Passing down the street of Jews' Town, southwards from
the synagogue of the White Jews, we arrive, near the middle
of the street, on its right hand, or westward side, at the
Theckombagom Synagogue of the M'yukhasim Jews,—i.e., of
those Jews, who, 85 already cxpleined, althongh classed
smongst the ¢ Black Jews” by most modern writers, and
classed so also by the White Jews themselves, claim to be the
represontatives and true lineal descendants of tho earliest
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Jewish settlers of Malabar, We shall see that they have
synagogues in other places besides.

At the southernmost end of the street is the * Kadavam-
bagom” Synagogue, formerly also belonging to the M’yukhasim,
but now in revolt against them, and frequented by the
“mixed multitude” of the Non-M’yukhagim, subdivided as
Abadim ( slaves ), M'Shukhorarim ( manumitied i.e, emanci-
pated,) and others. Of old the Non-M'yukhasim were guf-
fered (as in most places they still are), everywhere to
frequent the synagogues of their M’yukhasim superiors, on
gubmitting to certain small disqualifications iwposed upon
them, not as a mark of inferiority but to form a geder (hedge)
or sefeguard of the lineage.* In Cochin itself they were per-
mitted to ocenpy the Kadavambagom Bynegogue for their
own use, under sufferance of the M’yukhasim, the latter
holding the right of appointwent of its Chazan or reader, for
which privilege a certain wpuitam, or due, was customarily paid
to the M’yukhasim. Tt hes long been the way of the White
Jews to class the M’yukbasim and Non-M'yukhasim together
under one common apellation of “Black Jews,” and to igiore
any inner .distinction between the two classes. Lately the
% mixed multitude ” of the Kadavambagom Synagogue, making
common cause with the White Jewd against the M’yukhasim,
obtained from the White Jews license for one of their own
number io fill the post of reader, and that, too, without pay-
ment of the customary tax to the M’yukhasim. When the
M'’yukhasim sought to regain at law possession of their former

* The disabilities imposed upon them are three in number, and relate
to (1) the shaznuth or readership of the Synagogue; (2) the n'sauth or
eldership; and (3) the first place of precedence amongst seven persona
in ghe ﬁu;din of the law. None of these privileges can be held by
» Non-M'yukhas.
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synagogue, they found the matier “barred by limitation,” or
disuser, and themselves deprived of the Kadavambagom Syna-
gogue in Cochin, which now remains permanently alienated
from them, so thet what were formerly seven Yogams, or
congregations, of the M’yukhasim have now became six.*
They have had to content themselves with excommunicating
the adherents of the unruly synagogue. Elsewhere, outside
of Oochin, the Non-M’yukhasim live, s formerly, peaceably
with their superiors the M’yukbesim, frequenting their syna-
gogues, and complying with the customary restrictions imposed
upon them,

The Town of Ernakulam.

To leave for awhile the atmosphere of quarrels, and to pess
into freer and oalmer air, we will now cross the two
miles of beckwater, which a steam ferry, plying to and
fro to a wharf near Jew Town, gives us an easy opportunity
of doing, and alight at the town of Ernakulam, opposite to
Cochin eastwards, where are the State offices, and eduecational
institutions, and what not besides, of the State of the Rajah
of Cochin. Here, moreover, on one side of the town, to the
northwards, on land which was granted for the purpose in

# The communal constitution of the M'yukhasim, was made up of
& confederation of the seven congregations or parishes ( called yogams),
which acted in concerl, and regulated all matters relating to the
community, These seven yogums comprised the whole of the Biack
Jews, and were made up as follows :—

Two Synsgogues ( Theckombagom and Kadavabagom ) in Cochin.
Two » » » » in Ernakulam,
One Synagogue in Parur.

Orne »n Chennanmangalum.

One ” Malah.

The meaning and application of the terms " Kadavambagom” ( river-
gide) and * Theokombagom” (southern side) in their reference to
the ancient Cranganore, have been given already.
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1711, is another settlement of the Jews. Here are no longer
any ¢ White" Jews, who are a peculiarity of Cochin
alone. The Jewish settlement, again, as in Cochin, consists
chiefly of one main street, running this time east and west,
its western extremity running down to the edge of the back-
water, Numerous Jewish shops are here in evidence all along
the street. There are meny dealers in poultry, and in fish
and in rice, as well as in abundant commodities besides.
The Jews are said to monopolize largely the trade in poultry.
Here the Jews have two synagogues, one on either side of
the street, this time the undisputed and undisturbed possession
of the M’yukhasim. As in Cochin, these synagogues are
called by the names descending from earlier synagogues in
Cranganore, respectively ¢ Theckombagom” and * XKadavam-
bagom.”

The Vicinity of the Ancient Cranganote.

Leaving now the neighbonrhood of Cochin, we proceed
northwards to visit three other spots, more or less in the
vicinity of the site of the ancient Cranganore, inhabited by
the Bene-Israel, and named respectively Parur, Chennan-
mangalum, and Malah. To reach these we have to proceed
gome eighteen miles in a bost by backwater.

LParur,

Parur, by a curious overlapping of territories, is a town be-
longing to the Travancore State, most of which State is situated
to the south of Cochin. The Jewish community here possesses a
synagogue, and the site of a still oldor ome is marked by a
piece of masonry, in an alcove of which a lamp with a small
wick is often kept burning. They say it marks the heckal
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or sanctuary, of an old synagogue of 400 years ago. They
algo narrate that of old there were in this place -eighteen
Beth-Midrashes, and 505 Jewish houses, all situated near
the Giovernment offices, and that formerly all the surrounding
houses belonged to the Jews. The writer was struck by the
comparatively great fairness of the countenance of the Jews
here, despite their coming under the category of the so-called
Black Jews.

Chennanmangalum,

From Parur it is but a short journey by boat to
Chennanmangalum. This place with a terribly long name
is sometimes designated Chenotta, and Chepnum ; and it
is a8 the latter that we ghall write of it ourselves.
Here, then, at Chennum the Jews inhabit a spot close to
the water's edge. Their present synagogue has succeeded
several others, which have been successively burnt down,
the digasters being responsible for the destruction of some
of their important communal records which were kept there,
and which, if preserved, might have been of important
historical value. The writer was taken to visit an old
cemetery, in o vetired spot at the foot of a knoll, and 4
good deal overgrown with the jungle shrubs, where some
very old gravestones were shown him; one gravestone,
which has been rooted up or broken off, is kept within
the synagogue precinets, and has already been gquoted in
evidence in the foregoing pages.

Malah.

At Malah, when visited, the synagogue was in &
somewhat dilapidated state, but it was about to undergo repair,
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is to be obtained. Those in the possession of the two different
classes of the Jews, the Black and the White, do not
agree together,

Tue ApiupicarioN oF RABBI MAHARIKASH.

Before quitting our survey of the Jews at Cochin, it will,
however, be worth while to extract from a work of the Rabbi
Maharikash* (to whom allusion hes already been made) a
passage which, becanse of its early date, is of special inierest
in its bearing upon the controversy which still divides the
Jews of Coohin. It also bears upon the ethnological points
already disoussed, and yet to be discussed. The strife revealed
in it is very much the same ag the one at the present day ;
but the actors in it ave different. In it there is no mention
of « White” and ¢ Black Jews” ; but only of M’yukhasim and
Non-M'yukhasim. Those who are now called White Jews,
if they had begun to arrive at all, must have been at the time
but few in number, and content to assimilate with the already
settled M’yukhasim ; though it has suited them since to
repudiate the latter, and to class them as one with the Non-
M'yukhasim, vnder the generasl and rather opprobrious title
of “Black Jews.” The passage is of interest as showing how
the case stood ab the time it was written. As R. Maharikash
died in 1610, the passage cannot be later than quite the
beginning of the seventeenth century. The question as pub
by a M'yukhas named R. Moses, of Caloutta ( Qalicut?) is,
in genersl, as follows :—

#* Ag hefore mentioned, his name in full is, Rabbi Moharur Jacob
de Custero. He lived in BEgyypt, and died there, in Alexandria, in
A D. 1810. He was author (amons_st other works ) of a treatise named
“Oh'le Yukob,” or * Tents of Jacoh,” a book of ritual decisions,
Aun edition of it was published in Leghorn in 1788. (See page 87.)
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# A question from India, from the Tsland of Qochin where
there are about 900 heads of houses ; 100 of them are genuine
Jews, from the original stock, possessed of a root (or lineage ) ;
end the remainder are the offspring of female slaves ; and they are
opulent and religiously and charitably disposed. But the M'yu-
khpsim ( 7. e., the 100 genuine ones), do not intermarry with
these, but term them slaves ; and there are strifes and contentions
amongst them without end about this, And these opulent
ones, who by the others are termed slaves, are again sub-
divided as concerns their origin. Some of them are
descendants of Jewish merchants who came to Malabar
from Togarmah (Turkey), from Aden and Arabia Felix
{ Yeman or Terman ), and from El Hajam (Persin), These
purchased female slaves, and begat sons and daughters, of
whom some were emsncipated, out of the gocd pleasure of
their masters; and others were lelt as they were, when their
lords departed ; the master, in his haste of leaving, or for
other reasons, not previously performing the act of manu-
mission. And another class wore the slaves emancipated
after the death of the owners (as a matter of course, the
owners having died). Some got their freedom through the
Government of the country ( Cochin), which enacts that a
female slave bearing children to her master becomes dnso facto
free, and her children, too. Another class are the slaves of
the present M’yukhasim Jews, of whom some have formally
undergone the Rabbinic fabila (or baplism), for the purpose
of manumission, There were also some who were pure Gentiles,
of whom some were converted and others not. And they have
beecame a very great community, rich and influential; and the
M'yukhasim Jews are only a emall body, few and feeble, and
they regard the others as the descendants of slaves. But
there is no one here capable of definitely pronouncing whether
they are slaves or not. But it appears pretty clear that none
of them can have received a proper legal hill of emancipation
according to Rabbinio prescription, since there hes been mno
one here gufficiently versed in the ritual of those laws to grant
it, 8o how is the remedy to be found?”

The general purport of the answer and decivion of Mahari-
kash is to the effect that amongst the manuseripts of some
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great Rabbi he had met with the same question, asked pre-
viously by the same persons, from the same country. That
from it, and from what he had learned from his great Rabbi,
he had arrived at the decision which he was now about to give.
He quotes anthorities from the Talmud, and from many Rabbis;
and decides that since it is clear that there were at the necessary
time no persons sufficiently learned in the proper rabbinical
ritual to conduct the sharur, or bond of manumission in the
appointed manner, and consequently these persons had not
undergone the prescribed lavation, that they should now under-
go the rabbinical immersion before proper witnesses, and that
after it they are to be esteemod perfect Jews in every sense of
the word; and that sfterwards ome even so holy as a priest
himself can be married to their foraales without let or hindrance.

Itis this decision which, as has been already said, the
late chief Rabbi of Jerusalem (the Rabbi Rishon 1'Zijon),
Rabbi Phanizal by name, velied largely upon (though he
supported it by independent investigations also) in his recent
endeavours, in answer to an appeal made to him, to bring
about a reconciliation between the contending parties.

IV.
FURTHBER ETHNOLOGICAL QUESTIONS,

Ag THEY A¥FEOT Tam BExm-lsmimn, 1N
coMMoN wiTH OrAEs Juws.

IN approaching the question now to be handled, it must be
stated at the outset that to a Christian it appears incredible
that any mere questions of colour or race should be associated
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with idess of fancied superiority or inferiority, either social
or religious, in any man. In the words of the New Testament,
% Gtod hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on
all the face of the earth.”® Man’s worth becomes what he has
intrinsically come to be himself, religiously, socially, intel”
lectually ; and turns nowise on the question of colour or race.
In God's sight, and in that of His true followers, all men are
equal. The person of colour may as often as not outshine his
fairer brother in virtve and ability—there is no reason why
not—and as such is to be proportionally esteemed and honoured.
It is impossible for real Christians to share the feelings which
are felt so acutely by some on these points, and by means of which
g0 many are divided; and it is wholly apart from such that we
approach our subject now.

The Bene-Israel and * Racial Purity.”

It is probably correct to say that the Bene-Israel are
possessed of a distinct type of countenance and physical build
of their own, and we have said already that we think the older
class of Jews in Cochin (the M’yukhasim, of the so-called
“ Black” class) resemble them in this, No doubt modes of
dress, habits of wearing a beard or otherwise, of retaining
side-locks, and the like, go a good way towards wmeking
identification easy, or the reverse, in the case of any race.
But the writer fully coincides with a testimony once borne by
an acqueintance now no longer living,t a district officer of
great experience, who once wrote to him that in his opinion

% Act. Ap. XVII, 26,

t The late W. F. Sinclair, Eaq., of the Bombay Civil Service, and
or long Collector of Kolaba, in the Konkan.
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both the Bene-Isracl and the Kild Israel® possessed the
typical Hebrew face. He added, that, with one exception,
he could not remember during the twenty-two years he had
been amongst the Bene-Israel, anyone whom he had any
difficulty in identifying. He moreover wrole that he himself
had never been able to see any difficulty in their claim to
Israclite descent, snd quoted the lestimony of Benjamin of
Tudela as to the “Jews” of Arabia, as being to the point in
the matter.

But the further question remsins, If'a Hebrew iype, still
what Hebrew type?—for vast differences can exist even here,
For example, such a marked feature as an aquiline mnose,
the writer does not remember meeting with amongst the
Bene-Israel. Straight finely-shaped noses, neither aquiline
nor Assyroid, might be said to be the usually prevailing sort,
Again, straight and elongated features generally strike the
unscientific observer as a distinguishing mark; and, while
commonly rather below average height, the Bene.Israel are
apt to he, the majority of them, thin and wiry in structure.
On the other hand, plenty of examples oceur of individuals
tall of stature and of substantial build, and possessed of faces
that are fairly rotand. As to complexion, it is right to say
that the Bene-Israel rank, as a role, amongst the very fairest
of the Indian castes around them, with the exception only
of the Porsees. In general, those whose avocations keep them
employed in shops and houses and offices, largely free from
exposure to the san and heat, tend to become fairer than
others. Thus, for the most part the women engaged in

* Kidld means blaok, and this title is given by the Bene-Tsrael

themselves ta those of their number whom they recognice as of
mixed origin.
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domestic pursuits, and especially the infants, are, as s olass,
peculiarly fair. Those engaged in field occupations, whether
men or women, tend to become for the time being much darker
in hue, and often are hardly distinguishable from the colour
of the agricultural classes around them. Sometimes, however,
one will be almost startled by meeting in some out-of-the-way
village an individual of the Bene-Israel so exceedingly fair in
complexion as to make it almost necessary to believe that he must
be some Persian, recently arrived from the midst of the fairest
of the modern Persians in Persia itself. Faces oval in form,
with good foreheads, seem {o be the commonest ones amongst
the girls and young women, but such contour of face remains less
marked after they are grown up. These who hold that the chief
characterizing mark of the true Hebrew is to be sought for rather
in the eye* than in the shape of the nose, will be interested to
learn that the Bene-Israel are almost without exception possessed
of eyes that are dark, and which are often piercing in appearance
besides.

‘Whether freedom from admixture with Indian blood can be
rightly claimed by the Bene-Israel is a more than doubtful
question. While ready to express his views only with diffidence,
the writer confesses thai in his opinion,~and in his' opinion he is
confirmed by the best of experienced observers,—the theory of
entire absence of intermixture cannot possibly be maintained.
Appearances are decidedly againstit. Moreover, historically™
considered, the thing is not likely. 1f the Bene-Israel are to be
held to have parted from the main body of their people in such
early times as we imagine them to have done, the wonder will not
have been that there should have been some intermixture, but

# This opinion was advanced by Colonel Waters, of the Indian
Medical Service, in a Lecture given by him in Bombay.
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that there should have been an absence of it. All the sentiment
that has grown up around the matter in later times, partly as the
product of rabbinical teaching and legislation in regard to it,
would have been in earlier times unknown and unfelt. The
Israclite descent would have been considered to have been suffi-
ciently preserved through the father. Such a passage as Deut.
xxi. 10-14, or such an example as that of Ruth the Moabitess,
would have been a far more true key to the principles of practice
of ancient times than the later prescriptions of the Talmud. Of
one thing, however, we bave no doubt in our minds at all—that
for long periods past, probably from long centuries gone by,
whether owing to the example of the Indian caste system
around them, or from whatever resson, the Bene-lsrael have
been a self-contained community, intermarrying only amongst
its own members, and outbanning and classing as Kale Israel
( = Black Israel) any that did otherwise.

The Claim of Coloured Jewish Communities ¢)
“ Purity” of Jewish Descent, What is
“ Purity of Jewish Descent” ?

The point is one upon which the Bene-Ierael themselves feel
very keenly indeed ; and the more so because their co-religionists
of other Jewish communities have oftentimes been apt without
due investigation of the matter to hold aloof from them, and
to regard them as cast under a certain slur of religious
disability from & Jewish orthodox point of view, and this not
merely on the ground of religious laxity, but also on the score
of their mixed blood. Especially do the Bene-Israel resent
a statement made in the Bombay Gueelieer to the effect that
the early Bene-Israclite immigrants almost certainly married
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with the women of the country.* And yet the matter is sarely
incontrovertible ?

The subject 18 one where much has to be considered on all its
sides; and the problem reaches to other Jewish communities
besides that of the Bene-Israel Tt extends, for example, to
the community of Jews in Abyssinia, known as the Falashas;
to the Jews of Yemen (whom Dr. Wilson believed to be
% descendants of the original stock of Abraham and the
Arabian proselytes”); and also it touches in large measure
the Jews of Cochin, mentioned in the foregoing pages,
c¢oncerning whom Rabbi D'Beth Hillel writes that, * persons
of one class have intermarried with families of the other three
clagses,"—+two of which classes we have already shown to
be of mixed origin, and in some cases to consist of proselytes
of apperently eutirely gentile origin. It touches no less the
remnant of Jews in China (see portraits lately published in the
Jewish Chronicls ).

Talmudic Views on the subject more rigid than earlier
" Jewish ones.

There is no doubt that since the dawn of Talmudic times,
i.., more or less throughout all the years of the Christian ers
(for the principles embodied in the Talmud held sway for a
considerable while before they were formulated into a written
workt ), a much stronger aversion has existed amongst the Jews

# u Of the history of the Bene-Israelin Koladba nothing is known.
They would seem to have lived quietly both under Hindu and Musalmin
ralers; like other immigravfs almost certainly marrying with the
women of the country, to & great extent losing the knowledge of their
special history and religion and adopting the belief and practices of
the people aronnd them. *—Bombay Gazelteer ( Poona ). 'Vol. XVIIL
Part 1., page 607.

4+ The Talmud is held to have assumed its final form in the sixth
cenbury.
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to marriege unions with Gentiles than was the case earlier, The
Rabbi Leo Modena of Venice,* writing in 1637, says that the
Jews hold that intercourse with a woman not a Jewess was
forbidden them by Ezra (presumably on the authority of
Lzra ix. 12). 'We need not suppose that the Jews of Ezra’s
own time would have understood this command to include all
gentile women ; but it has doubtless been developed by latter
Talmudic and Rabbinic exposition to mean no less.

The Paris Sanhedrim on 1he Subject.

Even such s latitudinarian body as the Jews of the Paris
Sanhedrim assembled by the first Napoleon, whose primary
sim it was if possible to ingratiate that Emperor, found it
their wisdom to defer to this consensus of opinion amongst
the later Jews. Napoleon, propounded to them the question:
“Can a Jewess marry a Christian and a Jew a Christian
woman ? or does the law allow the Jews to intermarry only
amongst themselves?7” After replying that “The law does
not say that a Jewess cannot marry a Christian, nor a Jew a
Christian woman ; nor does it stale thatthe Jews can omly
intermarry amongst themselves, ” and that ¢ the prohibition in
general applies only to nations in idolatry, etc.,” the assembly
go on to state, * We cannot dissemble that the opinion of the
Rabbis is against these marriages {between Christians and
Jews),” and they urge as the reason that without both parties
being Jewish in faith the religious ceremonies required by the

* Loo Modena's History of the Rites, Customs and Manner of Life
of the present Jews throughous the World. Translated from the Italian,
London, 1850, page 168.
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Talmud cannot be validly performed.®* Thus, for even the
libersl-minded Paris Jewish Sanhedrim. Those who are
acquainted with the generally-prevailing spirit of severity
towards Gentiles that characterizes the Zulmud, and know
that, in spite of modern efforts to make it spesk otherwise, it
classes even Christians with idolators, will not need many
words to convince them of how totally inadwissable the Zulmud
would regard any approach to marriage with Gentiles on the
part of Jews.

Indian Jews probably date back bekind T'almudic times,

But in desling with ancient communities of Jews such
ag those now before us, it is extremely doubtful whether we
are in touch with Talmudic times at all. So early did these
ancient colonizers separate from the parent stock, and in times
of such dim antiquity did they apparently first of all begin
their journeys to, and form their settlements in, the lands of
their adoption, that it is more than posgible that they were un-
influenced, at least till far later times, by Talmudie standards and
codes of action asltogethert It is perfectly clear from

* Transaoctions of the Paris Sanhedrim. pages 154, 1556 Darin
the disoussion on this subject, one of the Rabbis dpreunb express
bis belief that marriages with Ohristians were forbidden * He requested
the assembly to consider that when Mosea forbade those nnions with the
})roloribed natlons, he gave as the motive of this prohibition, the

'ear and apprehension, lest, by the seduction of women, men should he

led astray from the law of the God in ‘Whose name he spoke ; that,
consequently, the probability of seduction still existing in unions with
other nations the prohibition still existed likewise.” Another Rabbi
said that “marriage is a religious nct, and that the persons united
in wedlock, must be of the same religlon.” Id., pages 144, 345,

+ Mr. Haeem Samuel Kehimkar (See his Skeloh of the History of
Bene-Israel, pages 4 and 13, sto., ) has sought to_show that many of
the traditional rites and observances of the Bene-Israel bear iraces of
origin in what he calls Mishnaio times, meaning the times immediately
preceding the Christian era, which are treated of as Aistory by the
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such a passage as Dent. xxi. 10-14, what was permitted to
Jows by the Law of old, so much so thet even in Talmudie
timés, in spite of the tendency we have spoken of on the part
of modern Rabbinic Judaism to discountenance all such
connections with Gentiles, the liberty has been felt too clear
to be specifically ignored, and so has heen re-enforced as an
affirmative precept in the fanious “ 8ix Hundred and Thirteen
Precepts*;” while Josephus (Antiq. IV. viii. 28 ) is no less
explicit as to the significance of the passage.t In tho case of
s marriage like that of Ruth the Moabitess with Boaz, the
purity of Jewish lineage was considered to be fully secured to
the offupring through the father.

Mishna The Mishna forms the first and earlier J)ortion of the Talmud,
and 18 believed to have bcen reduced to writing during the 2nd century.
Of it Major Conder, writing in the Quarterly Siatement of the Palestine
Exploration Fund (Jan, 1894 ), says i—

4 The Mishna is the Rabbinioal comment on the Law, a work
divided into six orders ( Heeds, Feasts, Women, Damages, Holy
Things, and Purifications ), including 63 tracts in all , .. The work sa
& whole is a dry digest of the decisions of famous Rabbis on cases con-
nected with the subjeots above-named, but the inocidenial notices in-
clude most valuuble ascounts of Jewish oustoms during the time when
Herod’s Temple waas still atanding [ the italics are ours), taken from
remembrances of the earlier Rabbis who survived its fall, and notices
of Jewish practices, occupations and manners during the time when
the Su.nheSrim sat at Jampia and finally at Tiberias.”

#See Precepts 532-534.

t¥rom Deut. xxiii. 3-§ we may infer that, with the exception of
the specislly interdicted race of the Canaanites, the permissibility of
intermarringe with foreigners was fully recognized. the onge of
a foreigner marrying a woman of Israel it was evidently required
that he should be a proselyte and one admitted to naturalization as
an Israelite; but in the case of an Israelite mn.rryin%a. forei%x woman
it does not appear to haye been neceesarily required that she should
first have adopted the faith of Tsrael. \%ith the Ammonites and
Mosbites, who conld never become naturalized Israelites, { Deut.
xxiii, 8) suoh unions were therefore unable to take ﬁlaee, except
in the wife being the foreigner; but in the osse of the Kgyptians and
Edomitea, in the third generation of proselytism the man became habili-
tated as & naturalized Israelite, and could marry an Israelite woman.
(See Swmith's Distionary of the Bible, under heading * Marriage”).
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‘We have, then, to disabuse our minds of suppositions of
what the Jews would probably have done in Talmudice times,
and to consider how they were likely to act in the matter in
times before Talmudic principles bore sway. If, in the
varying experiences of these very early Jewish colonizers
whose case we are considering, whether they settled in Arabia,
Africa, or on Indian shores, opportunitics presented themselves,
vhether through the prevailing practice of purchasing slave-
girls, or by other means, of forming allinnces with gentilo
women, there is no reason to suppose that the practico would
have been abjured, or thatit would have been held after-
wards to impose serious disqualifications upon the offspring
of such unions after they had taken place. That concubinage
with gentile slave-women was of commnon practice amongst
the early Jews of Cochin seems to be plainly the opinion
of the author of Mashbith Milkhamoth,* and he implies that
the offspring resulting from such unions were oftentimes
themselves, after being first manumitéed, habilitated in the
rights and privileges of Jews.

High authorities on ethnologioal matters tell us that
in the case of such a community as the Bene-Israel it is
jmpossible not to suppose that thers has taken place, at some
period or another, an intermixture of Indian and Israelitish
blood. To the non-expert it does not seem difficult to suppose
that mere difference of colour may be explained as due to the
accident of a long residence in n tropical climate, as, for
instance, it is chiefly accounted for by Mr. Hacem Sumuel

# A book written in Hebrew by Hayim Jacob HaCohen, the titls
of which we have elsewhere transinted into English as T'he Adssuager
of Battles. (It is the phrase translated in Ps. xlvi. 9, ‘¢ He that maketh
wars to cease.”) Cracow, 1880.



116 Tur Jews v Inbia,

Kehimkar.] Experts on the other hand, regard both colour
and physiognomy as alike testifying to the certain fach
of past intermixture. At the same time, no less does the
Bene-Israel physiognomy, whatever it does besides, testify
to the undeninble Jewish extraction of its possessors, and
to the presence of the Jewish stamina. One is again
and again absolutely struck with surprise at the fairness of
complexion and unmistakable Jewish contour of countenance,
of whioh one is constantly coming across examples amongst
the Bene-Israel, and which arrest one’s attention the more
beonuse these instances occur amongst m people who in their
dress and modes of life are not sharply divided off from the
other people of the country they inhabit. We ourselves are not
competent to take upon us the decision of such a question as
the one we have dealt with above; we can but point out what is
urged on either side. But we wish to ask one question in
connection with the point we have handled. On the supposition
{ which we cannot doult ) that the experts are right, and that
such intermixtures as we have spoken of have taken place,
we ask, Are Israelite communities like the Bene-Israel unique in
this experience ? Have not infiltrations of non-Jewish blood-affecled
and modified in the course of many centuries, however insensibly,

% In somewhat rhetorical language, Mr. Hacem Samuel writes:—
“The sudden degradation of the Benihrul from the happy lot they
enjoyed ab home to a state of utter destitution caused by the ship-
wreck, the removal of their residence from a ocool province like
Pplestme, to the hot regions of lndia, the deterioration from their
high mode of living in their mother-country to that of the poorest
one in the Konkan, the change in their food from dainties to dry
morsels, the removal from palatial buildings to wretohed huts, the
alteration in their dress from scarlet and crimson to rough country-
made clothes, and the uneasinesa caused by the dread of %eing killed
or persecuted in a ntmn%e land, all these tended to mer the beaut

of their skin and heir’—A4 Sketch of ¢ ! cmui
pages 18 and 19, ok o the History of BeneTerael,
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more or Jess all Jewish communities in all parts of the world ?
One must hear ethnologists on the one point as much ason
the other, and their verdiet is that it has been so. If, ina
city of mixed Jewish population like Jerusslem when we meet
with a congerie of Jews from well-nigh all paris of the world,
we are able with comparative precision to mentally assign to
each the rogion of the world from which he has coms, what is
i that enables us to do s0? Is it only the peculiarity of
costume, or past effects of olimatic influence, or the language
spoken, that provides us with the data upon which we mentally
proceed ? Is it not also, in some degree, due to the further
fact, if we only knew it, that centuries of residence in a
particular country, have, in addition to the accidental influences
of climate and changed habits of life, not been without their
deoper effects in actually modifying, however subtly, the
Jewish blood by oconsional infiltrations from without, hereby
tending yet further to impress a distinet local character on the
example we study ?

The Question Judged by Ancient Jewish Criterta.

The question, then, which so keenly and anxiously exercices
the minds of our friends of the Benc-Israel community seems
to us in reality to hinge upon the consideration of what
sctnally constitutes “purity” or “impurity” of Teraclite descent.
The question, we know, is regarded by the Jews as & directly
religious, and not a merely social or ethnological one; and
88 a religious one we have tried io regard it. But if what we
have drawn attention to above, as being the older Jewish view,
be correct, and the mstter be practically foreclosed by the
universal Jowish custom of reckoning descent through the
father only, then it sppears to us that the question is at once
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dispossessed of any real importance, and resolves itself into
the merely commonplace and interesting one of what actually
took place, if that be discoverable. According, then, to old
Jewish criteris it appears to us that, under any supposition,
nothing has necessarily occurred to vitiate the claims of the
Bene-Israel to be racially true Israelites.

Such Intermixtures long abjured amongst the Bene-Israel.

But once again. Whatever may have taken place in compa-
ratively ramote times, it seems clear that no such intermixture
#8 that spoken of above, can have occurred for, at any rate,
o very long time pasi. The Bene-Tsrael have now the very
strongest abhorrence of such connections; and where they
take place, those born as the result of them are treated as
little better than outcasts. In fact the Bene-Israel have (as
we have already stated) amongst them a class whom they
themselves term * Black™ ( kdla ); and the epithet refers
not to the colonr of those to whom it is given, but to the fact
of their being born from dark-skinned (native) mothers. It
denotes those who are the offspring of Bene-Israelite fathers by
native mistresses, Such are carefully segregated from the
Israelite body proper.® Though they are granted access to
the synagognes and to communal feusts, they are not allowed
to eat from the same dish with members of the community,
and intermarriage with them is strictly forbidden. The custom
is no new one, and, considering the ways of the conservative
East, is more likely than not to denote the consistent practice
of long centuries—although, at the same time, the tendenoy
of everything in India to run into caste exclusiveness may

# Buch can intermarry amongst themselves only.
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in its time have borne its part in shaping such s custom.
Again, with regard to the Juws of Arabia Felix, although
Dr. Wilson has stated it as his opinion that when they establish-
ed themselves in Yemen by conquest they intermixed by
marriage with the maidens they saved alive and proselytized,
he adds that  intermarriages with the natives of Arabia, it is
understood, have not been practised by them for miany
hundred years.” *

The supposition that st certain times alliances, matrimonial
and others, may have taken place hetween Israelite men and
gentile Indian women does not vequire us to suppose that no
Hebrew women came to these shorves originally. On the
contrary, lhere is every reason to conclude that early Israelitish
immigrants must have included women as well as men. M.
Haeem Samuel Kehimkart would argue this from the mere
fact of the scrupulosity and jealousy evinced by the Bene-Israel
women in the custodianship of Israelite practices and customs.
A large number of domestic usages and religious customs
have descended amongst the Bene-Israel dating from times
immemorial, which are distinctly Hebrew in origin, though
gome of them date apparently from pre-Talmudic times;} and

w Lands of the Bible, Vol. 11. page 860,

+ A Sketoh ot the History of Bene-Israel, p. 13,

1 *The distinction hetween the real descendanta of Israel and those
of alien women was rigidly observed by them according to the ordi-
nances of Ezra and Nehemiah. They did mot dine nor intermarry
with them, Their ignorance of the Feast of Dedication and of the
destruction of the Second Templs, the prevalence in their midst
of all the rites and ceremonies observed in Mishunaic tiraes, and their
way of making offerings with frankincense, go to prove thab the
ancestors of the Bene-Israel must have come to India about two
centuries before the Christian era.”—A Sketch of the History of Bene-
Israel, p, 18,

We have thought it only right and fair to quote Mr. Haeem
Samuel’s own words in full: but it will be observed that the acope
of Ezra’s injunction has been vegarded by us in this paper as open
to a different mnode of interpretation,
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of these the most jealous guardians are the housewives of the
Bene-Israel, who always keep their husbands wp to the mark
ags to the seasons and customs to be observed, and as to the
minutice of their observance. Such acouracy and pumetilionsness,
Mr, Hacem Samuel reasons, could never have been engrafted
originelly on alien women by the male colonists unaided, but
must have been handed on by, and copied from, the Isreelitish
women who came originally with the early Hebrew settlers,
and who by their example and precept ¢set’ (o to speak ) the
praoctices since preserved.
Conclusion.

How greatly does the consideration of a subject like the
above intensify in the heart of the Christian reader the desire
that Terael may find the true Messiah, and in His New
Covenant discover their trae birthright and inalienable heritage,
—vwhere racial distinctions avail little—where there is neither
Greek nor Jew, ciroumeision nor wuncircumecision, Barbarian,
Soythian, bond nor free, but the Messiah is all and in all {*
No less, must it arouse in his mind gratitude for the grace
and truth which has come by Jesus the Messiah,} and which
has furnished a power enabling mankind to rise above the
defective standards ftemporarily permitted by the Old Testa-
ment to man in the days of his moral enfeeblement, so that
now polygamy and concubinage have received their stern pro-
hibition, and God’s original design when He made man male
and female (7. e. a8 explained by implication in the New Testa-
ment, ¢ paire—one man for one woman}) has been restored,
and carried to its highest ideal in the sanctity of the Christian

marriage-bond.

» Col. iii, 11,
1 8. John i 17,
1 8. Matt. xix. 4.8; Gen. i. 27: v. 2,




APPENDIX L

Numbers and Distribution of the Jews of India.

TOTAL JEWISH POPULATION OF INDIA.

The following is a summary of the Jewish Population
of Innia, according to the census returns of 1881, 1891, and
1901 respectively :—

Britisn TERRITORY.

Name of Province, 1861. L1891. 1901.

Bengal ... . ven o | 1,059 | 1,447 1,989
Bombay Presidency ... o 9,028 12,465 | 12,928
Burmah ... . 204 861 685
Madras Presidenc er 80 42 45
Qther Provinces ... 292 864 251

Total, Provinces ... | 10,608 | 14,669 | 15,848

FropaToRIEs.

Name of State or Agency. 1881, | 1801. | 1901.

Bombay States ... 1,082 991
Cochin States ... e | 1,249 | 1,142 | 1,187
Travancore e 97 125 151
Other States ... ver 86 176 101

Total, States ... [ 1,482 | 2,625 | 2,380

Total, India ... | 12,040 | 17,194 | 18,228
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THE JEWS OF THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.

It will be seen from the foregoing that it is in the Presidency
of Bombay that by far the larger portion of the Jewish popu-

lation of India is located.

The 18,919 Jews of the Bombay Presidency are, first of all,

distributed over four chicef areas as follows :—

1. British Territory, Presidency Proper ... 9,441
2. o, " Sind... o 428
8. Feudatory States,.. .. e 991
4, Aden .., e ... 8,069

Total... 18,919

1. Tue Bousay PresipeNoy Prorer—The following gives
the Jewish population of each Zillah or District, as shown by
the census enumerations of 1881, 1891 and 1901, respectively :—

Name of Districl. 1881. | 1891, | 1901.
Bompay Crry ... | 8,821 | 5,021 5,357
Ahmedéabad... ... . 283 207 256
Kaira 7 9 12
Panch Mahdls ... . 7 2
Broach ... e 18 28 16
Surat 61 89 9
Théna .. 892 386 814
Kolaba ... o 2,189 | 2,422 2,268
Ratnégiri ... 1 2
Kénara ... 25 12 11
Khandesh ... 88 99 127
Nisik 101 108 100
Ahmednagar 85 89 20
Poona 619 980 801
Sholépur ... 04 20 5
Sdtéra ... . 21 82 83
Belgaum ... e 89% ... 2
Dhérwér ... . 18 27 106
Bijépar ... 8

Total...} 7,799 | 9,429 9,441

#» The fact that & certain Station will sometimes show a number
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2. Biyp.—The Jewish population of Sind, it may be not-
ed, is mainly concentrated in the city of Karhchi. The following
Table gives the Jewish population of each District according to
the census enumerations of 1881, 1891 and 1901, respectively:—

r—

Name of District. 1881, | 1891, | 1901.
Karhehi 106 147 881
Hyderdbdd ... e 31 82 10
Shikarpur ., - 9 27 81
Thar and Parkar .. v 4 e 6
Upper Sind Frontier.. ... 8 4] ..
Total .. 158 210 428

8. ApmrN.—The numbers of the Jews of Aden according
to the Gtovernment Census of 1901 are as follows:-—

Aden Municipality ... o 2910
Do. Cantonment ... - 32
Perim Island ae 9
Shekh Osman Suburb... - 108

Total, Aden, e 8,059

4. Frupatory Srtares.—The following Table gives the
Jewish population of each State in 1881, 1891 and 1901, respac-
tively. It will be-observed that the Janjira and Bhor States con-

of Jews present at one census while at a future one they are absent,
may sometimes be accounted for by the fact that the Jews were
Ben-Israelite soldiers in a regiment, which, at the time of one
census, was stationed at one piace, and, st the time of anather,
was removed elsewhere.
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tain the largest numbers of Jews in this Table. They are both
contiguous to the Kolaba District, which is the original historie
home of the Bene-Isracl community, and the Jewish population

inhabiting these states may be taken as an extension of that
of Kolaba.

Name of State. 1881. | 1881. | 1901.
Catch . vr 19 47 15
Phlappur ... o o 1 34 34
Mahi Kantha e - b 4 9
Kathiawar ... e e 145 105 71
Rewa Kbntha oo - - ]
Surat Agency e 7 6 11
Janjira e 590 599 566
Satara Agency, Bhor Btate... 299 271 284
Do.  (other Jaghirs ). " 4 1
KOlhﬁpllr ses ‘e "e 5 6
Southern Marhtha Jaghirs ... "

Total ... 1,071 1,082 991

DETAILS OF THE JEWISH POPULATION OF A
PORTION OF THE BOMBAY PRESIDENCY.

The following Tables shew the distribution of Jews in the
Talukas or Sub-divisions of the thres Zillahs or Districts—those
of Xolaba, Poona and Thana—in which the Bene-Jsrael are found
dwelling in the largest numbers of any portion of the Bombay
Presidency, outside of the ity of Bombay ; and also their distri-

bution in the different Wards or Municipal districts of the
Bombay Jity:—



Kolaba District.

Jewish Jewish
Names of Taluka, or Sub-division.  {Population,| Population,
1891, 1901,
Alibag " o 790 726
Mi}ngﬁon v s ) 85 74
Roha o e s 418 432
Pen (10 s we 461 452
Nagothana Petha - e 76 89
Panvel ou - e 521 456
Uran Petha ... . e 2 e
ﬁ ane (17 ] 17 1
Khilapur Petha . o b7 84
Total ... 2,422 2,268
Poona District.
Jewish Jewish
Names of Sub-division. Population,| Population,
1891. 1901
Méwal vas 68 65
Shirur . - ve 6 11
Bhimthadi ... 8 24
Indépur . e . 1 ‘-
Pura.ndar s e P 1 s
Junar . - o 1 4
Haveli 845 707
Total ... 930 801




Thana District.

Jewish Jewish
Name of Sub-Divison. Population,| Population,
1891, 1901.
Déhdnu ate . Iy 5 .
Shéhépur . o 6 1
Kalyan - ves . 7 11
Bhiwndi - e 6 5
Stlgette . - 862 296
Murba 1
Total ... 886 814
Bombay City.
City Wards, 1881. 1891, 1901.
=) Upper ... 4 2
53 Colabd {Middle ... wu| .o 46 90
N Lower ...
Fort. Southern ... 125 263 165
A " Northern .., 19 109 37
Esplanade ... 63 94 87
Mandvi . 969 751 665
B Ohuckla ... 18 2 1
Umarkhadi ... . 572 | 1,027 | 1,227
Dongri 887 589 572
Market oo o 3 11 18
Dhobitalao ... 16 2
G Fanaswadi ... . . . e
* Y Bhuleshwar ... vee . . 1
Kharatalao ... v o 47 28 19
Khumbarwada - s 32 11 3




{

Bombay Gity.—( Continued. )

City Wards. 1881 | 1891 | 1901
Khetwddi e ©ws s 41 18 21
Gil'g‘ﬂon see e oo e e 1Y)

D Oha.upﬂti vee s eae 10 7 .
‘Walkeshwér o e 17 39 27
Mahélaxmi Y e Ty see 18 17
Mézaghon ... . 1 87 43
Tarwadi ... . oer 47 263 464
20d Nagpbda e . | 804| 803 | 408

E<{ Kémétipura e e 128 185 62
Tardeo .. o 68 184 41

Byoulla ... - o 107 229 381
1st Négpida e e 296 452 374

Parel o 27 87 76
F { Shiwri 1

Sion... 11 10 25
G Mahim e . 3 6 34
‘Worlee .. e vee 26 286 469
Harbour, Docks, Railways, & ... 6 84

Total .. | 3,821 | 5,021 [ 5,867

Comparative Table of the Jewish Population of the City
of Bombay at the five different census enumerations of 1864,
1872, 1881, 1891 and 1901 :—

1864. 1872. 1881. 1891, 1901,

2872 2669 ) 8821 5021 5857
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THE JEWISH URBAN POPULATION OF INDIA.

The Jews of India are not wholly unlike others of their
race in different lands in their partiality for congregating in
cities and towns. A. list, therefore, of the urban Jewish
population of India will be found to indicate the whereabouts
of by far the larger portion of the whole body. It cannot
be olaimed that the following list is a complete one, for, to begin
with, usnally no effort has been made in it to include towns in
which Jews exist but by twos and threes. Most detail hag been
gtudied in connection with the Kolaba Collectorate, in which
the Bene-Israel are found in considerable numbers. In the
list, the provincial divisions are shown hy thick type, and
(in the case of the Kolaba District only) the Zillahs or
Districts ( Collectorates ) by italics, It may be well to mention,
in order to save confusion, that where the same name appears
in this list and in another list with different figures of Jewish
population attached to it, the explanation will be found to
be that in the one case the name expresses a Taluka (or
Sub-Division) snd in the other the chief town of that Taluka,
the whole Taluka taking its neme from its principal town,
Thus, Alibig in the list on page 5 is the name of a Taluka,
In the list now given it is the name of the chief town of that
Taluka, In the former cass its Jewish population figures
a6 726; in the labler it is shown as 104,

Jewish Jewish
Names of towns. Population,|Population,
1891, 1901.

Bengal,
Osleutta and Suburbs ... 1,399 1,889

Bombay ( Presidengy Proper).
Bombay City and Cantonment... o 5,021 5,857

Ahmeddbdd.

A.hmedﬂ'-bhd sen e o aee 102 282
Do. Cantonment ., . b1 186




Jowish | Jewish
Names of towns. Population,|Population,
1891. 1901.
Printej ... e 12 8
Surat.
Surht Oity and Centonment 36 6
Thdna.

Béndra .., . e - 25 8

Théna ... . e . 209 180

Kalyn ... s . . 7 18

Kirla ... sor . . 124 93

Kolaba.

Panvel ... ann o - 301 186

Pen... .. . 182 156

Revdanda... ... . - 192 76

Alibsg ... . 20 104

Chanl ... 50 56

Rohe-Ashtami ... s 199 168

Khandesh.
Jalgeon ... 23 6
Bhus\alval ans 1 11] a#e e abe 62 81
Ndsik.
Nisik v o e 4 i3
Igatpuri... “ 98 52
Ahmednagar.
Abhmednagar City - 80 13
Poona.

Poona City Municipality... .. " 586 488
Do. CQCantonment . 154 124
Do. Suburban Municipality ... - 47 62

Kirkee Cantonment ... e 47 25

Lonévla ... - 60 41

Dhdrwdr.
Hubli.. .. ... " 16 bl
Dhirwar  «en  <ne e o b\ 40
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Jewish \ Jewish
Nawes of towns. Population, Population,
1891. 1901.
Bombay (Sind).
Kariehi ... . 128 349
Kotri . 14 24
Bombay (Aden).
Aden and Catonmeat ... s . 2,826 8.059
Burma
Mandalay and Cantonment... .. 84
Rangoon and Port... .. - 219
Central Provinces.
Négpur and Cantonment ... ... . 81
Kampti ( Cantonment )... e . 16
Raipur and Cantonment ... .. 21
Khandwa and do .., . 27
Madras Presidency.
Madras and Fort 4
Cochin { British ) 27
Quetta, &ec.
Quetta and Cantonment... ... 16
Lorﬁlﬂi End d.o Y} e 5
FEUDATORIES.
Cochin and Travancore States.
Mattanchery ( “Jew Town ") 468 474
Erpakulam... ... . 4237 412
Chennum .. . 149
Parur ... . . . 188
Malah .. .o ves 100
Bombay States.
Réjkot and Civil Station ... ... 29 15
Bhij and Cantonment ... . 47
Wadhwdn and Civil Station ... 24 28
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APPENDIX II.

A LIST OF THE MAJORITY OF SURNAMES OF

THE BENE-ISRAEL.

In the following list, by eliding the syllable kar (rhyming
with stir) at the end of the name, the village from which
the surname is derived will be for the most part designated :—

Pugaokar.
Chicholkar.
Cherekar.
Thalkar.
Talkar.
Bhinzekar.
Ashtamkar.
Bhachekar.
Bamnolkar.
Saikar,
Dighorkar.
Penkar.
Awiskar.
Kehimkar.
Rajpurkar,
Nigackar.
Nowgaokar.
Poynédkar.
Masilkar.
Nagothnekar.
Pingale.
Dhokarkar.
Khéanawkar.
Kéamarlekar.
Aptekar.
Chéndgackar.
Malinkar.
Malekar.
Sirgackar.
‘Waskar.
Phanshpurkar.

Kindlekar,
Shépurkar,
Walwatkar,
‘Warsulkar.
Borlekar.
Ningadekar,
Tarunkopkar,
Umedekar.
Pibharekar.
Chordekar,
Birwadkar.
Késukar.
Ashtekar,
Medhekar.
Pilkar.
Kurulkar,
Wiwekar.
Pezhdrkar.
Wakrulkar.
Chaulkar,
Korlekar,
Ramrajkar,
Rohekar,
Koletkar,
Killekar,
Talegaokar,
Ghosélkar,
Bhonkar,
Sdnkar.
Indépurkar.
Déndekar,

Bhorapkar,
‘Warulker.
Borgharkar.
Kharilkar.
Sasunkar,
Gadkar,
Divekar.
Bhistekar.
Sitémlcar.
Jawalikar,
Agarwarkar,
Mazgaokar.
Gralsulkar,
Jhirdtkar,
Satérkar.
Malegharker,
Borgaokar.
Nawgharkar.
S4rallcar,
Menderekar.
Dandagulkar.
Nowbaskar.
Dhatawarkar.
Ewalekar.
Yulekar.
Telurkar,
Miénkar.
Bandarksr.
Deulkar.
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APPENDIX TII1I

R. MOSES BEN MAIMON ON THE INDIAN JEWS,

In a letter to the Jewish Cronicle of September 28th, 1906,
Mr. E. M. Ezeokiel, B.A. of Bombay, has recently drawn atten-
tion to a but little-known reference of Maimonides to the Indien
Jews. It is in a letter addres-ed to the Jews of Lunel. Itisa
lotter edited, Mr. Ezekiel tells us, from the MS. of the Sarauel
collection by R. Abraham Geiger of Breslan, and is printed in
Blumenleld's Ohar Neclhmad, vol. ii, pp. 3 and 4 ( Vienna, 1857 ).
In the course of it occur the words;—* The Yemen and Arab
“ Jews study a little of the Talmud and understand the Torah in
“the light of Haggadic teachings. A few rich among them
t already sent messengers and bought three copies of the Mishne
s T'orah—which has enlightened the Jews ag far as India. But
« the Jews (italics are ours ) who are in Indin do not know the
“written Law. They have nothing of religion excipt that they
rast on Sabbath and perform circumcision on the eighth day.”
Such a reference as this, as early as the thirteenth century is of
peculiar interest. The que-tion is, Does il refer to the Jews of
Malebar or to the Bene-Israel 7 It by no means fits the former
and it exactly describes the state of the latter. But in that case
what was the door of communication with the Bene-Israel, and
through what seaport were they approached? Was it through
Cheul. then probably known to the Arabs as Ssimur or Jaimur ?
Mr. Ezekiel further refers uws to Sach’s appreciatory notice
to Eben Saphir, Vol.I (Lyck, 1866); and to Shulman’s
Toldoth Chachmé Israel Vol. 2, p.81 (Wilna, 1884). On
the authority of Prof, Graetz, Mr. Ezekiel informs us that
Maimonides’ brother David voyaged as far as India.

APPENDIX IV.

BENJAMIN OF TUDELA AND INDIA.

Tn the foregoing pages the writer has adhered to the gene-
rally received opinion that Benjamin of Tudels in his Travels
includes a visit to Indian Shores. It is well-known that in
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the latter's writings theve are parts which he is thought to have
writben at firet hand, and others which he iz supposed to have
supplied from knowledge derived from others. Some, however,
dispute the allusion of R. Benjamin to India at all. When
the writer was in Cochin some years ago, his friend Mr. Isase
Halegua was ab the pains to point ont at length reasoms against
the supposed allusion. The views them set forth by Mr.
Halegua appear to be exactly represented by a recent artiole
in the Jewish Chronicle of October 19th, 1906, on Zhe
Malabor Jews turnished by s writer who signs himself «A
Cochin Jew.” The latter says:—

“ A, translation by Mr. A, Asher has been referred to by
“ poth Messrs Lord and Shangara Menon with regard to the
« Black Jews and pepper found in Quilon by Benjamin of
¢ Tudela during his itinerary. Mr. (Elkan) Adler slso refers
“to the same itinerary work with regard to the same Jews.
“In a dopy of Benjamin’s Itinerary published in Amsterdam,
“ 5458 A. M., the only place said to have pepper ( pilpel )
¢ and black-caloured Jews is Hoolah or Hula in Arabias, about
# 100 miles inland and west of El Katiff, No mention of
“ his visit to India is mnde in his work, He says (page 40)
¢ that he came up lo Samarcand, and thence he retraced his
* journey 10 Kohistan (p. 42), then to Krishu Island, then
“ to Bl Katiff. The Jews he found in Hoolah were certainly
% a seotion of Yemen Jews, whose colour is like that of the
“ natives there, and the pepper was either & genus of that
“ country, or one carried by some merchants from India.
* The summer there, according to Benjamin, lasts from Pass-
% over to New Year, and it is too hot to expose oneself to the
“ gun, while in Malabar it iz the time for winter, and the
“ summer is not so hot as to reguire il public transactions
“ to be carried out during the nights as it is in Hoolah, The
* patives thers, Benjamin says, worship the sun and embalm
* their dead ; both of these practices are unknown in Malabar,
# Above all, it is absurd to think that Benjamin reached
« Quilon from El Katiff in seven days. There is not even
% g tradition that Jews ever colonised Quilon. Aboué 180
“ years after Benjamin, a Moorish traveller, Ibn Batuta (his
“ jtinerary was edited and translated by M. Défrémery and
# Dr. Senguinetti, 1868-59 ), who travelled through Malabar,
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% had seen only Mohemmadens and natives in Quilon, and
« the Jews he met with were in a place midway hetween
« Calicut and Quilon, governed by an Amir of their own,”

APPENDIX V.,

LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY THE
JEWS OF INDIA.

It may be generally stated that the Bene-Israel community of
the Bombay Presidenoy spenk the Marathi, and the Jews of
Oochin the Malayalam Indian vernaculars, respectively. The
communities of Jews who have immigrated to India from
Baghdad, Persia, Syria and elsewhere in the East, end who are
chiefly found in Bombay and Caleutta, speak, for the most pat,
Arabic amongst themselves: and where they acquire an Indian
vernacular, it is generally the Hindustani. Membery of the
small Jewish community who have immigrated from Europe,
will be found spesking German, Roumanian, and other Euro-
pean languages and dislects. The Jews of Aden spesk Arabic,
although it will not need to be mentioned that the Arabic
spoken by these, and that employed by the other Arabic-spesking
Jews we have mentioned, will be found to present very different
dialects of Arabie. Hebrew is little known among the Bene-
Israel, although the study of it is on the incresse. The Syna-
gogue prayers are said in it, but itis efill the exception to
find its mesning understood. An edition of the Synagogue
Daily Prayers interleaved with a Marathi translation now
exists, a8 well as similarly edited portions of some of the
Festival Prayers. Amongst the Jews of Cochin the knowledge
of Hebrew iz much greater; as also amongst the Jews of
Yemen, whose Hebrew literature, both Biblical and Talmudical,
was onece extensive. (See Dr. A. Neubauer in the Jewish
Quarterly Review of July, 1891, on the ¢ Literature of the
Jews of Yemen”) By the Jews of Bombay other than the
Bene-Igrael, and by the Jews of Caleutts, the usnal Jewish
knowledge of Hebrew will be found to be possessed. By these,
as well as by the Yemen Jews, and to some extent by the
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Jews of Cochin, the Holy Tongue is al times actually spoken,
especially on Sabbaths and other sncred days,

APPENDIX VI,
NOTES.

In regard to suggestion of the possible connection of the
name Feast of Door-closing ( Ddrfilnichd San ), used by
Bene-Israel to designate the Fast of the Day of Atonsment,
with the Prayer « Neyelu™ for the * Closing of the Doors™ in
the modern Jewish Prayer-book, which in our foot-note to
page 85 we have attributed to Mr. Haim 8. Kehimkar, we
shonld remark that the suggestion is ome first made by the
suthor of Eben Saphir, to whose pages for fuller remark we
refer the reader.

APPENDIX VIL

LITERATURE DEALING WITH THE
JEWS OF INDIA,

1. The Bene-israel.

Dr. John Wilson, Zands of the Bible, Vol. II pp. 667678
( Edinburgh, 1847). Also, Pamphlet, The Beni-Tsrasl of Bombay:
An Appeal for their Christian Education. (Second Ed. Edin-
burgh, 1865 )—Haim Samuel Kehimkar, Sketch of the History
of the Beni-Israel and an Appeal for their Education. ( Bombay,
about 1885.)—The late Sir James Cuampbell,' Bombay Gazet-
teer, Vol. XVIIIL, ( Poona) pp. 506-586. Vol. XI, ( Kolaba )
pp. 85, 86; 421, 422 (Bombay 1888-5 ).—Dr. Buchanan,
Christian Researches, p. 285 (London, 1819 ).—Rabbi David
D'Beth Hillel, Travels, pp. 183-185. ( Madras 1882.)—J. J.
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Benjamin II, Eight years in Asia and Africa, pp. 148-147,

Hanover, 1859 ).—Solomon Reinman, T'ravels of Solomon
éln Hebrew.) Edited by W. Schur, pp. 99-112.—Rabbi Jacob

sphir, Eben Saphir. (In Hebrew.) Vol. 1I, pp. 42-50
(Meniz, 1874 ).—Bombay Census "Reports 1891, 1901.—Jewish
Encyclopedia, under heading * Bene-lsrael,” &c—dJewish Direc-
tory (London) 1902-8, pp. 196-202. Do. for 1904-5, pp.
228-234.—W. T. Gidney, Sites and Scenes Pti. II, pp. 224~
928 -—Dr. J. Wolff, Travels and Adventures, Vol, I1.

2. The Jews of Malabar.

Dr. Buchanan, Christian Researches, 11th Ed. ( London, 1819)
pp. 219-285.—Capt, Hamilton, A New Account of the East In-
dies. 2 Vols.( London, 1744).—Asher's Itinerary of R. Benjamin
of Tudela. London and Berlin, 1840.—Noticias dos Judewos
de Cochin. ( Amsterdem, 1697; see also Jewish Encyclopedia
under *India” )—Visscher, Letters from Malabar (1728).
Translated from the Dutch by Major Heber Drury. ( Madras,
1862)—Yule and Burnell in Hobson-Jobson, under articles
« Oranganore,” © Shinkali,”” ¢ Chalia,” &ec.—Notices of the Jews of
Cochin in the Oriental Christian Spectator. Vol. X. Sept., 1839 .—
Dr. Wollt, Travels and Adventures. Vol. I1 ( London, 1861 ).—
Jewish Encyclopedia, under “ India”, ¢ Cochin”, &c. ( New
York and London, 1905.)—Dr. A. C. Burnell, The Original
Settlement Deed of the Jewish Colony at Cochin; in the Indian
Antiquary, Vol. IIL (Dec. 1874) pp. 888, 884.—M. Sankara
Menon, in the Cochin Census Report, 1901, pp. 61-68.—C. Achy-
uta Menon, in the Cochin Census Report, 1891, pp. 61-68.—V.
Nagam Aiys in Travancore Census Report 1891, pp. 894-809,—
Isidore Harris, Jewish Year Book for 1902-8, pp. 196-198.—
Dr, Francis Day, The Land of the Permauls ( Madras, 1868 ).—
Asiatic Journal. New Series Vol. V1 ( with facsimiles of Jewish
Plates), pp. 84 sud 85.—Van Lingschoten, Itinerarium
(1588 ). Edited by Dr. Burnell. London ( Hakluht Society )
1886.—Logan, Manual of Malabar. Vol Ip. 247, Vol II
pp- 116 and 116,—Milne Rae, The Syrian Church in India.
Ch. X. pp. 181-158 ( Edinburgh and London, 1892 ) —Collins,
Missionary Enterprise in the FEast. pp. 45-55." (London,
1878 )—Whitehouse, Historical Notices of Cochin, pp. 84, 85
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also, in Ewzening Hours, 1878.—Qidney, Sites and Scenes,
Part II pp. 224-2382 ( London, 1898 ).—Dr, Wilson, Lands of
the Bible. Vol II, pp. 678-682. ( Edinburgh, 1847 )—J. J.
Benjamin II, Eight Years in Asio and Africa (Hanover, 1859 ).

Algo, the following works in Hebrew;—Ohle Yakob | Tents of
Jacob ), Leghorn, 1783. ( By Maharikesh }—R. Jacob Saphir.
Eben Saphir, Vol. IT ( Mentz, 1874 ).—Solomon Reinman,
Travels of Selomon ( Ed: W. Schur ).—Mikveh Israel ( Hope of
Israel ) Maggid Hhadashoth ( Teller of News ) Mashbith
Milhamoth ( Assuoger of Battles ); by R. Jacob HaCohen,
—Kadmoniyoth Hayehoodim B’Malabar ( Antiquities of the
Jews in Malabar ). By Samuel Raffalovich.” (Jerusalem,
about 1900 ).

Ritter's Eydkhunde may be consulted in regard to the Jews
of India, but does not appear to contain anything not already
stated by Buchanan and others. ( See Note to page 6.)






