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PREFACE

For centuries, the magnificent and sacred temples of
South India have been attracting Hindu pilgrims from all parts
of India and abroad.

Thisbook seeksto presentthe Sivatemplesthat could
be visited in a single round trip. On the same route/s there
are Vaishnava temples, equally sacred and worshipped,
which could also be visited.

The ideal season for making a pilgrimage of South
India would be the months December to March.

An effort has been made here to acquaint the
intending pilgrims with the location, route and details of the
temples. A set of Route Charts and Maps attached to this
book at the end will be of help for visiting the temples and
completing the pilgrimage in minimum time.

While compiling this book, sufficient care has been
taken to give correct and current information as far as
practicable.

This task has been undertaken in the spirit of service
to the visiting pilgrims and the effort will be considered fruitful
if the pilgrims have found this book of help to complete their
yatra comfortably.
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LORD SIVA

Lord Siva, according to the Saivite cult, is the
Supreme God and the Creator, Protector and Destroyer. He
is Parameswara who has manifested Himself as Brahma,
Vishnu and Rudra. Hence He is popularly known as Maha
Deva. His consort is Devi Parvati, otherwise called Sakti.
Lord Siva is very generous and a boon-giver to anyone, even
a sinner if only he repents and worships Him. He has readily
responded many a time to the call of His devotees, be they
the Devas, the Asuras, the Mankind or otherwise. He applies
Vibhuti all over His body. He is very much satisfied with a
tiger-skin for a garment and to sit on for meditation. While all
the Devas chose Indraloka, Satyaloka, etc. and took Amrit
for immortality, Lord Siva chose the Mayana (burning ghat)
as His dwelling place. He swallowed the poison ‘alahala’ and
saved the universe from chaos. Thereby His neck became
utter black and He was called Neelakantheswar. Snakes are
His ornaments round His neck and hands. He holds the
furious Ganga on His matted hair. He has given the Crescent
Moon a shelter on His head. In His four hands He holds a
damaru, abowl, atridentand an antelope. He has athird eye,
vertically formed in the middle of his forehead. It is described
as the frontal eye, the eye of fire and the eye of higher
perception. It is mainly directed inward but when directed
outward it burns all that appears before it. Lord Siva is
universally worshipped in the temples in the Linga form. He
is also worshipped as Nataraja. He destroys the world
through fire and recreates it withdrum beats. Sivaisthe Great
God of South India and is worshipped everywhere. Anybody
can please Him with water and bilva leaves. He rides a bull
(Vrishabha), called Nandi, which is His mount. At all Siva
temples Nandi is to be found in front of Lord Siva and
specially worshipped.
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DEVI PARVATI

Devi Parvati is the consort of Lord Siva. She is the
daughter of Himavan, the King of the Himalayas. As
Dakshyayani in Her previous incarnation, She self-
immolated just t¢ expunge the name that She was the
daughter of Dakshaprajapati, due to the disrespect shown by
himto her husband Lord Siva during the Daksha Yagna, and
took re-birth as Parvati. She is also Bhuvaneswari (Mother
Universe). She is Sakti (Energy) and shares a part of Siva’s
body, that is why Lord Siva is also called Ardhanariswara.
Sheis very pleasing and can be easily pleased, but when she
takes the form of Durga or Kali she is very furious and seen
destroying the wicked and at the same time protecting the
virtuous.

GANESA (VINAYAKA)

Lord Ganesa is considered to be a Mantra Roopa.
Once, in Kailas, Lord Siva envisioned a Mantra called
Samashti Pranava, and Devi Parvati, Vyashti Pranava. Out
of these two mantras appeared Lord Ganesa. Custom is that
Lord Ganesa is worshipped first before commencement of
any work or activity. He is the remover of obstacles and
granter of success and prosperity. Riddhi and Siddhi are His
two consorts. The mooshika (rat) is His vehicle.

SUBRAMANYA

Lord Subramanya, popularly known as Muruga in
South India and Kartikeya in North India, is the destroyer of
all evils. He was created by Lord Siva through His third eye
to kil the evil demon, Surapadman, who was mighty and
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powerful and terrorised the Devas. Lord Subramanya has
six faces and twelve hands. His two consorts are Valli and
Deivayanai. The peacock is His Vahan.

AYYAPPA (SASTHA)

Lord Ayyappa was born out of the union of Lord Siva
and Vishnu (Mohini). Thus He is also called Hariharaputra
- son of Vishnu (Hari) and Siva (Hara), and regarded as the
third son of Lord Siva. Lord Ayyappa is popularly worshipped
in Kerala whose abode at Sabarimala is a centre of
pilgrimage.

Apart from the above, Bhairava, Kali and
Veerabhadra are also the creations of Lord Siva.

(iii)



TEMPLES OF SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE

Alltemples are holy to the believer, butthere are some
that are of special significance. Their origin goes deep into
the hoary past; their occult influence is active even in the
material present; and their blessing assures a happy future.
The following are such temples of special significance -

1. JYOTIR LINGAS
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Lord Siva is conceived of in His Jyoti Swaroop and in
this form, as Jyotir Linga, He is presiding at twelve places
which are considered as most important of the Sivatemples.
They are -

Place

Somnath (Gujarat)

Srisailam (A.P)

Ujjain (M.P)

Omkareswara (M.P)
Kedarnath (U.P)
Bhimasankar (Maharashtra)
Varanasi (U.P.)
Tryambakeswar(Maharashtra)
Vaidyanath (Bihar)

Nageswar (Gujarat)

. Rameswaram(Tamilnadu)
. Ghirishnesh (Maharashtra)

(iv)

Sl. No. of

Name of the Lord _this book

Somnatheswara
Mallikarjunaswamy
Mahakaleswara
Omkareswara
Kedareswara
Bhimasankara
Visveswara
Tryambakeswara
Vaidyanath

Nageswara
Ramanathaswamy

46

320
Ghirishneshwara



2. PANCHA BHOOTA KSHETRAS

The five great Elements of nature are Earth, VVater,
Fire, Air and Space. Lord Siva represents one each of these
five elements at the following places which are collectively
called Pancha Bhoota Kshetras.

g|. No. of
Place Element Name of the Lord _this D00k

1. Srikalahasti Vayu(Air) Srikalahastiswara 58
2. Kancheepuram Prithvi(Earth)  Ekambareswarar 75(6)
3. Tiruvannamalai  Agni(Fire) Arunachaleswarar 93
4. Chidambaram  Akasha(Space) Nataraja 116
5. Tiruvanaikkaval Appu{Water)  Jambukeswarar 295

3. ASHTA VEERATTANA KSHETRAS

Certain places are identified where Lord Siva
assumed Rajoguna and performed heroic deeds for
destroying evil forces. Eight such places are specifically
mentioned and collectively called Ashta Veerattana
Kshetras. They are

Sl. No. of
Place Heroicdeeds this Book
1. Tirukkoyilur Andhakasura Samhara 94 (2)
2. Tiruvadigai Tripura Dahan 101
3. Tirukkadavur Yama was kicked 129 (1)
4. Parasalur Daksha's head removed 131
5. Kurukkai Kama Dahan 144
6. Valuvur Gajasura Samhara 149
7. Virkudi Jalandarasura Samhara 200
8. Kandiyur Brahma’s head plucked 273
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4. SAPTA VIDANGA KSHETRAS

Sapta Vidanga Kshetras are the seven places where
the seven Spatikalingas brought by Muchukunda
Chakravarti from Devaloka are worshipped. These
lingamurtis are called ‘Vidanga’ because they were created
by Maya. (‘Vi’ means ‘without’ and ‘danga’ means ‘chisel’, i.e.
withoutthe aid of chisel). Further, each ofthese seven places
is also identified with a well known dance form of Lord Siva
as Tyagaraja. They are :-

SI. No. of
Place Name of the Lord  Dance _this book
1. Tiruvarur Veedhi Vidangar ~ Ajapa Natanam 197

2. Tirunallaru Nagara Vidangar ~ Unmatha Natanam 217
3. Nagapattinam Sundara Vidangar Para-vara-taranga

Natanam 221
4. Tirukkuvalai ~ Avani Vidangar ~ Biringa Natanam 227
5. Tiruvaimur Nila Vidangar Kamala Natanam 229

6. Tirukkaraivasal Adi Vidangar Kukkuta Natanam 236
7. Vedaranyam  Bhuvani Vidangar Hamsapada Natanam 243

5. PANCHA SABHAS

The five places where Lord Nataraja performed His
Tandavam are collectively known as Pancha Sabhas
meaning Five Assembly Halls of Lord Nataraja. They are :

Sl. No. of
Place Name of the Sabha  Dance this book

1. Chidambaram Kanaka Sabha  Ananda Tandavam 116
2. Tiruvalangadu Ratna Sabha Oordhva Tandavam 65
3. Madurai Rajata Sabha  Sandhya Tandavam 325
4. Tirunelveli Tamira Sabha  Muni Tandavam 332
5.

Kutralam Chitra Sabha Tripura Tandavam 331



6. PANCHA-ARAMA-KSHETRAS

Pancha-Arama-Kshetras are those five places where
the pieces of a Swayambhu Linga are installed. This
Swayambhu Linga, which was being carried by Tarakasura
in his throat, was broken into five pieces by
Kumaraswamy(Subramanya) during the course of a war with
him and these pieces fell at the following places.

Sl. No. of

Place Name of the Lord this Book
1. Draksharama Draksharama Swamy 26
2. Samalkot Bhimarama Swamy 25
3. Gunipidi (Bhimavaram)  Somarama Swamy 36
4. Palakollu Kshirarama Swamy 35
5. Amaravati Amararama Swamy 42

7. ARUPADAI VEEDU

There are many temples in the south for Lord
Subramanya. But six of them are identified as directly
associated with Him. These six places are collectively known
as Arupadai Veedu (The six celestial abodes of Lord
Subramanya) and considered especially sacred. They are :-

SI. No. of

Place this Book
1. Tiruttani 70
2. Swamimalai 261
3. Palani 312
4. Pazhamudircholali 324
5. Tirupparankunram 327
6. Tiruchendur 333
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8. NAVAGRAHA KSHETRAS

Worship of the Navagraha Murtis is done in various
ways not only to appease them for mitigation of their malefic
influence but also to seek their blessings for acquiring peace,
wealth, prosperity and longevity of life in the world. Perhaps,
to satisfy this need, a shrine is wholly set apart for the
planetary deities in all Siva temples. They are installed on a
single platform with the Sun God as the presiding deity in the
centre. There are, however, a few temples where one or the
other of the Navagraha deities individually finds a place
exclusively dedicated for them as listed below :-

SI. No. of

Place Planet this Book
1.  Suryanarkoil Ravi (Sun) 160
2. Tiruvarur Soma (Moon) 197
3. Vaithiswarankoil Mangal (Mars) 138
4. Tiruvenkadu Budh (Mercury) 123
5. Alangudi Guru (Jupiter) 192
6. Kanjanoor Sukra (Venus) 161
7.  Tirunallaru Shani (Saturn) 217
8. Srikalahasti Rahu-Ketu 58
9. Tirunageswaram Rahu 169

9. PADAL PETRA STHALANGAL

Padal Petra Sthalangal are those Sivatemples whos:
glory has been sung in hymns by the Nayanmars. For thi
purpose, four nayanmars out of the 63 nayanmars are
identified. They are Appar, Tirugnanasambandar, Sundarar
and Manickavachakar, collectively called ‘Nalvar’ in Tamil.
This book covers almost all the temples praised by them.

(viii)



FESTIVALS AND PUJAS

Sivaratri, during February/March, is a very important
festival in all the Siva Temples. Arudra Darshan for Nataraja
during December/January is also very famous in all Siva
Temples. Skanda Shashthi in November and Thai Poosam
in January are celebrated in all Subramanya Temples.
During the Navaratri days, in the months of March/April and
September/October, festivals are held in all the temples of
Goddess Parvati and Durga.

In Siva temples pujas are offered both to the
Moolavigraham and the Utsavamurti with abhishekam,
archana and aradhana. Particularly, pujas are performed
fourtimes a day, i.e. at sunrise, mid-day, sunset, and night.
During the festival days, the Utsavamurti of the Lord is carried
on the shoulders of men or taken on a chariot on pre-
determined routes inside the temple or in the township to
facilitate darshan of the Lord by all.

(ix)



SPECIAL NOTE

To cover the journey in minimum time, temples are
described serially and Route Charts and Maps are
drawn in the same order.

It is very important to plan at least three days’
programme in advance so that the timings for the
journey/darshan in the morning or evening are decided
beforehand.

The next day’s programme details should be studied
with a suitable local person. It may help in case of new
developments such as better approach roads, etc.

By engaging a local peison as guide in places like
Madras, Kancheepuram, Sirkali, Kumbakonam,
Tiruvarur, Thanjavur, Tiruchirapalli, Madurai, etc.,
where there are many templesinthe surrounding areas,
time can be saved in locating the temples.

Sufficient pujan samagri like camphor, coconut,
bananas, betel-leaves and nuts, agarbathi, etc. should
be kept ready to save time in purchasing the same.

Tea and snacks (fruits, biscuits, condensed milk, etc.,)
should be kept during the pilgrimage as sometimes one
may get delayed for want of these items.

Entry into halting stations should be, as far as possible,
in day time so as to be able to locate and secure
accommodation without delay.

In some temples, from Tiruchendur onwards upto
Karnataka, male members are asked to take their upper
garments off. So, one should keep a dhoti and shawl
(angavastram) available with him.
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9. Normally, temples remain closed from 12-00 hours to
17-00 hours but in Kerala the closure is from 11-00
hours to 17-00 hours.

10. Sastras enjoin the following observances while visiting
a temple :-

a) Torestone’sheadonthebalipeethaandthenhave
the darshan of the Lord. Resting one’s head on the
balipeethais asymbolismof sacrificing ‘Ahamkara’
(egoism).

b) Not to tread between the deity and the balipeetha
and between the Sivalinga and the Nandi.

c) Not to cross or walk on the shadow of the Vimana
of the deity.

11. Sastras permit sea-bath only on Full Moon and New
Moon days. But it is permitted any day at kshetras like
Puri, Vedaranyam, Rameswaram, Kanyakumari,
Gokarna, etc.

12. Some of the dharamshalas for halting purposes are:
suggested below :

i)  VIJAYAWADA
Malani Dharamshala,

i) MADRAS
a) Seetha Bhawan,
5/6, Edapalayam Street,
b) Agarwal Bhawan,
28, Audiappa Naicken Street,

i) KANCHEEPURAM
Uttaradhi Sri Vaishnava Math,
Behind Varadarajaswamy Temple,

(xi)



Vi)

vii)

NOTE :-

KUMBAKONAM
Bangur Dharamshala,
4, Maha Magham Street,

SRIRANGAM
Bangur Dharamshala,
(in front of Sri Ranganatha Temple),

MADURALI

Bangur Dharamshala,
6, West Veli Street,
(Opp. Railway Station),

RAMESWARAM

Bangur Dharamshala,

26/28, South Car Street,

(in front of Sri Ramanathaswamy Temple),

At many places there are Government Dak Bungalows and
Guest Houses where one can enquire and secure
accommodation.

{xii)



1. CALCUTTA

There are three important temples.
1. KALI TEMPLE : KALIGHAT

This ancient temple is situated in the southern part of
the City. Itis about 4 Km south of the Victoria Memorial. The
presiding deity is Ma Kali. This place has its importance as
one of the 51 Saktipeethas. Legend says that Dakshyayani
(Sati) immolated herself due to the dishonour shown by her
father, Daksha, to her husband, Siva, on the occasion of the
Dakshayagna.Siva, in rage started his Tandava, carrying the
corpse of Sati on his shoulder and roamed the universe. In
order to remove the sorrow caused to Siva and, to pacify him,
Mahavishnu cut the corpse of Sati into pieces with his
sudarshana chakra. The dissected limbs and other parts of
the body, said to be numbering about 51 pieces, fell at
different places, and those places became the famous
Saktipeethas. It is believed that four toes of the right foot of
Sati fell at this place.

2. SUBRAMANYA SWAMY TEMPLE: LAKE GARDENS

This temple, situated next to Sri Ram Mandir in South
Calcutta, is about 4 Km from Kalighat. The presiding aeity
is Lord Subramanya, popularly known as Lcrd Muruga.

3. KALI TEMPLE: DAKSHINESWAR

This temple is situated about 10 Km from Howrah
Station, on the eastern bank of the River Hooghly, near the
Bally Bridge. It is considered to be a very sacred piase
because here Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsadev attainad
Moksha (Mukti) after his life long meditation and worstnp ot
the presiding deity Ma Kali. In the sams siace Swam
Vivekananda got Diksha (sacred initiation) from . Guru S
Ramakrishna. It is said that Rani Rasmani, a weaithy woman
and an ardent devotee of Ma Kali, wanted to visit Banaras
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for pilgrimage, but Goddess Kali appeared in her dream and
directed her to construct a temple and worship Her here
instead of visiting Banaras. Accordingly, this temple was built
by Rani Rasmani. Sthalapurana says that Ma Kali used to
take prasad from the hand of Sri Ramaknshna. There are
twelve Siva Lingas in twelve sannidhis in a row. Hence this
temple is also popularly known as Baarah Mahadev Temple.

There is another temple for Ma Kali known as
Adyapith, 2 Km away from this temple.From Dakshineswar,
one can also visit Belur Math, a beautifully constructed
memorial of Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda and Ma
Sarada Devi.

2. TARAKESWAR
67 Km from Calcutta via Dakshineswar.
BABA TARAKNATH TEMPLE

The presiding deity of this famous temple is known as
Baba Taraknath. This is a Swayambhu Linga.lt is believed
that worship of Baba Taraknath fulfills one’s desires and also
cures several diseases. The traditional form of worship is to
pour Ganges water over Baba Taraknath. The pilgrims
assemble at Shsoraphuli, where they take bath at
Baidyanathbati Nimai Ghat and fill two earthen pitchers with
sacred water of the Ganges and carry the same in the form
of Kavad. They walk barefoot with the Kavad to a distance
of 35 Km. upto the temple and perform the abhishekam. This
is done especially in the month of Sravan, i.e. July/August,
every year. According to the Sthalapurana, there was a
cowherd, named Mukund, who was owning a cow called
Kapila. For some days, Mukund observed that Kapila used
to rub her body against a particular palm tree and poured her
milk at the spot spontaneously. On digging at the. spot,
Mukund found a beautiful stone and, as it was struck by the
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axe, water began to flow from the stone and the same was
white and tasty. The innocent cowherd used that stone for
grinding wheat, rice, etc. Once, Lord Siva appeared in his
dream and told him that the stone was none other than Lord
Siva Himself. The news reached Bharamull, the King of
Ramnagar. He came here andtnedto liftthe stone with a view
to taking it to his palace, but it could not be removed. Lord
Siva appeared in his dream and told him to build a temple
there itself. Hence this temple was built by the King.

3. BALASORE

238 Km from Tarakeswar via Arambagh and
Kharagpur.

BANESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

The Lord aderning this temple is known as Baneswar
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said that
Banasur worshipped the Lord here.

4. PANCHALINGESWAR
30 Km from Balasore via Sergarh.
PANCHALINGESWAR TEMPLE

There are five Siva Lingas known as
Panchalingeswar on a beautiful hillock with a perennial
stream of water flowing over them. It is said that Banasur
worshipped these Lingas.People also visit here to enjoy the
natural beauty of the place.

5. ARADI

115 Km from Panchalingeswar via Sergarh and
Bhadrak.
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AKHANDALMONI MAHADEV TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Akhandalmoni
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Lord here is
very famous for fulfilling the desires of His devotees.lt is
believed that physical ailments also get cured here.

6. JAJPUR TOWN

83 Km from Aradi via Sathipur. There are two
important temples.

1. VIRAJADEVI TEMPLE

This is one of the most celebrated Saktipeethas and
considered to be Nabhipeetha. The Goddess is known as
Viraja Devi. ltis stated in the Sthalapurana that Lord Brahma
performed a Yagna here and Goddess Viraja Devi appeared
from the Yagnakund. That is why this place was formerly
known as Yajapur, now called Jajpur. It is well known as
Nabhi Gaya where pilgrims offer Shraddhas and Tarpans for
their forefathers. Hence this place attracts pilgrims from all
over the country.

2. TRILOCHAN MAHADEV TEMPLE

Thisisa smalltemple situated about 1 Km from Viraja
Devi Temple. The Lord i1s known as Trilochan Mahadev. It
is said that Ravana did penance and worshipped the Lord
here.

Besides these, the temples dedicated to Lord
Ganesa, Saptamatruka and Lord Yagnavarah (incarnation of
Lord Vishnu) on the bank of the River Vaitarani at
Dasasvamedha Ghat, are worth visiting.

7. CHANDIKHOL

57 Km from Jajpur town via Chandikhola. There are
two important temples.
4



1. CHANDI TEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Mother Chandi. This
place is also endowed with natural beauty and, at the
instance of Sadhu Bhairabanandaji, a number of cottages
have been set up for accommodation of the visitors. A
perennial stream of water is flowing from the hill near the
temple.

2. MAHAVINAYAK SIVA TEMPLE

This temple is situated about 2 Km from the Chandi
Temple. The presiding deity, a large natural Linga, is known
as Mahavinayak, representing five Gods, viz., Ganapati,
Rudra, Narayan, Surya and Sakti Devi. A perennial stream
of water is flowing from the hill near the temple. The natural
scenery surrounding the temple is captivating and the
atmosphere very calm and quiet. It is an ideal environment
for meditation.

8. KAPILAS

68 Km from Chandikhol via Nihalprasad and
Deogaon.

CHANDRASEKHAR TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a hilltop, at a height of about
1500 ft. There is a good ghat road, besides 1300 steps, to
go to the temple. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Chandrasekhar and the Goddess,Devi Parvati. There are
caves on the hill associated with pauranic episodes, and the
hill is identified with Mount Kailas. There are also two other
temples at a higher altitude dedicated to Lord Kashi
Viswanath and Lord Narayan (Vishnu). It is interesting to
watch a perennial stream of water gushing forth fromthe right
foot of Narayan.



9. DHAVALESWAR

58 Km from Kapilas via Deogaonand Dhenkanal on
way to Cuttack.

DHAVALESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a small island-hill in the
River Mahanadi. Pilgrims have to go by a boat to reach the
temple. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Dhavaleswar Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The
speciality of the Linga is that there is a very large hole inside
the Sakti. The Sakti is about 18 feet in diameter and has a
deep and bottomless hole in the centre. Hence this is known

as Sunya Linga.

10. CUTTACK

27 Km from Dhavaleswar. There are three important
temples.

1. GADAGADESWAR MAHADEV TEMPLE

Thisisasmall and ancienttemple situated on the bank
of the River Mahanadi in Tulsipur area, about 5 Km from
Cuttack Railway Station, opposite to the Barabati Stadium
The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Gadagadeswar
Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Lingamurti is
placed below the ground level. It is said that the merchants
in ancient days used to start their business voyages from
here on Kartik Poornima Day for Bali, Java and Sumatra
Islands. Since then, the day is being known as Bali Yatra day.
This day is also celebrated by the people here in memory of
Sn Chaitanya Maha Prabhu’s visit to this place during the
16th century on his way to Puri. There are sannidhis for
Satyanarayan Swamy, Sri Radhakrishna, Sri Ramachandra
and Anjaneya. There is also a Sannidhi for Subramanya
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Swamy, installed by Sri Jayendra Saraswati, Sankaracharya
of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham.

2. CHANDI TEMPLE

The temple is situated in Sekh Bazar area which is
about 1 Km from Gadagadeswar Mahadev Temple. The
ruling deity, Goddess Chandi, is considered to be an Amsa
of Siva Sakti, who fulfills the prayers of Her devotees.
Dasahara festival is celebrated here for 16 days and, during
this period, the Goddess is adorned each day according to
the Amsas of Sakti, like Mahalakshmi, Saraswati, Durga, Kali,
etc.

3. PATALESWAR TEMPLE

This ancient temple is in Buxi Bazar area, about 1 Km
from Chandi Temple. The Lord adorning this temple is known
as Pataleswar or Amareswar. This Swayambhulinga is
placed below the ground level.

11. BHUBANESWAR

23 Km from Cuttack. There are three important
temples.

1. LINGARAJ TEMPLE

This is one of the most important temples.The main
gopuram is 127 ft. high, constructed without mortar and
divided into vertical séctions and horizontal ribs. The
presiding deity is known as Tribhuvaneswar or Lingaraj. This
is a swayambhu linga represented by an uncarved block of
granite stone 8 ft. in diameter and rising 8 inches above the
floor level and surrounded by a rim of black chlorite, tapering
to a point in the north direction. Pilgrims can themselves
perform pujas and abhishekas with the help of the Pandits
and an offering of Vilva and tulsi leaves, unlike in other Siva
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temples, is done by chanting Harihara Mantra because it is
a combination of Hari (Vishnu) and Hara (Siva). Tradition
says that those who intend to have the yatra to Lord
Jagannath at Puri should first visit this temple, otherwise the
yatrais futile. Itis said that even Shri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
first had the darshan of Lord Lingaraj before he went to Puri,
Pauranic legend says that this Ekamra Kanana was a more
favourite resort of Siva than Kashi and this fact was once
revealed by Siva to Parvati. Out of curiosity the Devi came
to this spot in disguise of a cowherd woman. Two demons
named Kritti and Vasa came up to Her and expressed their
desire to marry Her. She asked them first to carry Her on their
shoulders. Whenthey did, the two demons were crushed due
to the superhuman weight caused on them by the Goddess.
She wastired and thirsty after killing these demons. Lord Siva
with His trishul caused atank for Herandinvited all the sacred
rivers, lakes, etc. to lend to this tank a drop of water each.
Hence this tank is known as Bindusagar. A ceremonial bath
in this tank with Shraddhas and Tarpans is considered highly
virtuous. In the centre of the tank is a Jalamandir where the
Lord is brought, once in a year, for Tirumanjanam. On the
eastern side of the tank is Ananta Vasudeva Temple,
popularly known as Bindhu Madhav Temple, the only Vishnu
-Temple in Bhubaneswar.

2. KEDARESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is about 1 Km northeast of the Lingaraj
Temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kedareswar and the Goddess, Gouri Devi. There is a well
where water is available throughout the year which has
medicinal properties and heals various diseases, including
intestinal disorders. It is believed that Sahastra Lingas (a
"housand lingas) are there beneath the water.
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3. MUKTESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is very close to the Kedareswar
Temple.The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mukteswar. This is one of the most beautiful temples and is
called a ‘dream in sandstone’. There is a ‘parrot gate’ which
deserves a special mention. The overhead stone canopy
inside the temple is a remarkable piece of carving.

Besides these temples, nearby temples of
Parashurameswar and Raj-Rani are worth visiting.

12. BARAL

38 Km from Bhubaneswar via Pipli and Patnaikia on
way to Puri.

BALUNKESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Balunkeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This is a
Swayambhu Linga. The Lord here is famous for fulfilling the
desires of His devotees and healing of incurable diseases.

13. CHANDANPUR

14 Km from Baral via Pztnaikia on way to Puri.
KAPOTESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Kapoteswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said that
Lord Siva Himself, in the form of a bird {(Kapota), did penance
here. It is believed that Mahavishnu worshipped the Lord
here.

14, PURI

11 Km from Chandanpur. There are three important
temples.
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1. LOKANATHESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Lokanatheswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The Linga
is submerged in water which is said to be coming out of the
head of the Linga. It is said that, once in a year on Sivaratri
day, the water is drained out when the Linga can be seen
with the water oozing out of the head.

2. MARKANDESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of Markandeya
Tank about 3 Km. from Lokanatheswar Temple. The Lord
adorning this temple is known as Markandeswar.

3. NILAKANTHESWAR TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the
Indradyumna Tank about 1 Km from Markandeswar Temple.
The Lord glorifying this temple is known as Nilakantheswar.

15. ATRI

77 Km from Puri via Pipli, Jatni, Khurda and
Baghamari.

HATAKESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Hatakeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. About half a
kilometre away from the temple there is a hot sulphur water
spring which has medicinal properties to cure skin diseases.

16. SARANKUL

62 Km from Atri via Rajsunakhela and Nayagarh.
LADUKESWAR MAHADEVY TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known ac
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Ladukeswar Mahadev and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. He is
also popularly known as Ladu Baba. The Lord is very famous
for fulfilling the desires of His devotees and healing of
incurable diseases.

17. BANPUR

110 Km from Sarankul via Nayagarh, Rajsunakhela,
Chandpur and Balugaon. There are two temples.

1. BHAGAVATI TEMPLE

The Goddess adorning this temple is known as
Bhagavati and considered to be very powerful.

2. DAKSHA PRAJAPATI TEMPLE

Thistemple of Lord Sivais known as Daksha Prajapati
Temple. The architectural beauty of this temple is very
attractive and worth seeing.

18. NARAYANI

20 Km from Banpur via Balugaon.
NARAYANI TEMPLE

This temple is situated on a hill surrounded by ashoka
trees. The powerful Goddess dwelling in thistemple is known
as Narayani (Van Durga). A perennial stream of water is
flowing from the hill near the temple. In front of the Goddess,
there is a Siva Linga known as Nilakantheswar.

19. PRATAPGARH

60 Km from Narayani via Rambha and Huma on way
to Purushottampur.
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TUMBESWAR TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Tumbeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. The legend is
that Sri Ramachandra, during his exile, established a Linga
of gourd(tumba) and worshipped the Lord here. This was
discovered by the villagers when a cow trampled over it.
Since the Linga is made of tumba, the Lord is known as

Tumbeswar.

20. TARA TARINI

20 Km from Pratapgarh via Purushottampur.

TARA TARINI TEMPLE

This temple is situated on a hilltop at a height of about
1000 ft. There is a good ghat road, besides 1000 steps, to
go to the temple. This is a temple of twin Goddesses known
as Tara and Tarini. This place is believed to be one of the
Saktipeethas as the two breasts of the corpse of Sati are
stated to have fallen here.

21. MUKHALINGAM

191 Km from Tara Tarini via Berhampur,
Narasannapeta and Salpeta.

MUKHALINGESWARA TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Vamshadhara and built in Kalinga style. The presiding deity
is known as Mukhalingeswara, originally known as
Madhukesvara. The Goddess is known as Devi Varahi.
Contrary to popularnotion, the Lingamurtiin the sanctum has
no face carved on it. According to the legend, Rishi
Vamadeva performed a Yagna but the gandharvas, wh
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were supposed to take their Havirbhava, failed to attend the
Yagna as they were at that time with Kirataka women.
Annoyed, Rishi Vamadeva cursedthemto become Kiratakas
and on their repentance the Rishi said that they should
perform puja to Mukhalingeswara during the Kaliyuga.
Accordingly they worshipped the Lord here and thus they
were relieved of their curse. This place is regarded as equal
to Kashi. There are two more temples, Someswara Temple
and Bhimeswara Temple. It is believed that Someswara
Linga was installed by the Moon. In Bhimeswara Temple,
there are two Nandis instead of one as in other Siva temples.

22. SRIKAKULAM

50 Km from Mukhalingam via Salpeta and
Narasannapeta. There are two important temples.

1.SURYANARAYANA SWAMY TEMPLE (ARASAVILLI)

The presiding deity is known as Suryanarayana
Swamy (Sun God). A 40 day ritual here is done preferably
during the cold season because of the arduousness of the
ritual, which includes 108 Pradakshinas of the sanctum and
worship ofthe deity every day. Itis believed that performance
of the above ritual helps to improve the eye sight and cures
several other ailments. The sun’s rays focus at the very feet
ofthe deity twice in ayearinthe months of February and June
at the early hours of the day. The Lord here is Swayamvakta
and known as Kalivarada, a grantor of boons in the Kaliyuga.
According to the legend, once Indra, ignoring the words of
the gate-keeper Nandi, attempted to force his entry into the
ancient temple of Rudra Koteeswara Swamy at an untimely
hourwhen Lord Siva was alone with His consort, Parvati. The
gate-keeper, Nandi, while discharging his duties, kicked the
intruder out. Indra fell down senseless about two miles away.
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In the unconscious state, Indra dreamt that he would be
relieved of his pain of injury if he would build a temple and
install a murti ofthe Sun God. Following the dream, he picked
up a handful of earth three times from the place where he
was lying and, to his great joy, found a beautiful idol of Sun
God with His three consorts : Usha, Padmini and Chhaya.
Thus, Indra founded this temple.

2. RUDRA KOTEESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is about 3 Km from Suryanarayana
Swamy Temple and situated on the bank of the River
Nagavali. The Lord adorning this temple is known as Rudra
Koteeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This is
a Swayambhu Linga. Itis said that Balarama worshipped the
Lord here. There is also a separate sanctum for Sri Rama,
Sita, Lakshmana and Anjaney2.

23. ANNAVARAM
220 Km from Srikakulam via Visakhapatnam.

SATYANARAYANA SWAMY TEMPLE

The temple is situated on a small hillock called
Ratnagiri on the bank of the River Pampa.There is a good
ghat road, besides running steps, leading to the temple. The
presiding deity is Lord Satyanarayana Swamy and the
Goddess, Anantalakshmi Satyavati. The temple is in three
storeys, the first storey for Lord Brahma, the second for Lord
Siva andthe third for Lord Vishnu as Satyanarayana Swamy,
indicating the culmination of all the three Gods - the Creator,
the Protector and the Destroyer. Hence this place is known
as Trimurti Kshetra and considered very important. Pilgrims
visit this temple daily in hundreds and perform
Satyanarayana Vrat. The Lord gave darshan to Adi Sankara
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here. There is a sannidhi for Sri Rama. There are big halls
where marriages are performed.

24, PITHAPURAM

32 Km from Annavaram on way to Kakinada.
KUKKUTESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

The Swayambhu Lingainthe form of a ‘cock’ is known
as Kukkuteswara Swamy. Water flowing from the beak of the
Linga accumulates in a pond. The Goddess is known as
Rajarajeswari. This is also one of the Saktipeethas and
known as Puruhoothika Peetha. The legendis that there was
a Rakshasa, known as Gaya, ruling this place. To destroy
him, the Trimurtis, in the form of three brahmins, appeared
before him and asked to give them a place here to perform
a Yagna for seven days without any interruption. The mighty
Rakshasa told that they could perform the Yagna on his body
itself and also agreed that there would be no interruption
during the Yagna. The Trimurtis also warned him that he
would be killed if they face any interruption from him. Six days
were over and the Trimurtis wamned- to create some
interruption. So, Lord Maheswara, en the seventh day, cried
out in the form of a cock after the midnight. On hearing the
same the Rakshasa thought that the seventh day was over
and weke up. Immediately he was killed by the Trimurtis. That
is why the Linga here is with the face of the cock. There is
also Gayasura Pada at the entrance ofthe temple and hence
it is known as Pada Gaya. Shraddhas and Tarpans are
peformed here.

25. SAMALKOT

13 Km from Pithapuram.
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BHIMARAMA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is the second of the Pancharama
Kshetras. The presiding deity is Lord Bhimarama with
Goddess Bala Tripurasundari. The Linga which is known as
Yogalinga extends upto three storeys and one has to climb
stairs to have a full view for which there are arrangements.
The legend says that once there was a war between the
Devas and Tarakasura. Ultimately, Tarakasura won the
battle. The Devas then got frightened and went to Lord Siva
who told them that it would not be possible for him to kill
Tarakasura because he was agreat Siva bhakta. This shows
how the efficacy of bhakti so completely overwhelmsthe Lord
that He finds Himself not competent to deal with one who is
a great bhakta. Finally, Lord Siva deputed Kumaraswamy to
lead the army of the Devas for a fight with Taraka. Lord Siva
also told them that Tarakasitia was carrying a Siva Linga in
his throat and his very life was in that Linga. Hence He
suggested that if they could break that Linga, then
Tarakasura would die. He also told them that the broken
pieces of the Linga would grow in the Kshetras where they
fell, so they should go immediately to those places and
establish the Lingas to arrest their further growth.
Accordingly, Kumaraswamy broke the Linga into five pieces
which were set up at five places. These five places came to
be known as Pancharama Kshetras. All the five Lingas are
said to have been worshipped by the Sapta Rishis, Sri Rama
and other Devas.

26. DRAKSHARAMA

35 Km from Samalkot via Kakinada.
DRAKSHARAMA SWAMY TEMPLE
This temple is the first of the Pancharama Kshetras.
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This is a very big temple with a seven storeyed
gopuram. The presiding deity is Lord Draksharama with the
Goddess, Manikyamba.This is a Spatika Linga known as
Bhoga Linga. It is 15 feet high and resembles a
Dwajastambha, and can be seen in two tiers. There is a well
(Koovam) known as Rudra Tirtha. It is said that the image
of Goddess Manikyamba was found in this well and then
installed in the temple. It is believed that this is the piace
where Dakshaprajapati performed the Yagna where he did
not invite Lord Siva, his son-in-law. As Dakshyayani (Sati)
immolated Herself for the insult of Lord Siva, the Lord sent
Veerabhadra to destroy the Yagna and punish Daksha.
Thereafter no Yagna is performed here. It is also believed
that Annapurna Devi drove out the great Sage Vyasa from
Kashi to test his patience. Vyasa came here and worshipped
the Lord. The place is also known as Dakshin Kashi. There
are separate sannidhis for Kashi Visweswara and
Annapurna Devi. There is also a sannidhi for
Sankaranarayanaswamy, a symbolical representation of the
oneness of Lord Siva and Vishnu. Also at the main entrance
of the temple, there is a sannidhi for Ganapati, who is the
fulfiller of the desires of His bhaktas. The tirth is known as
Saptagodavari Pushkarini.

27. KOTIPALLI

9 Km from Draksharama.

SOMESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Someswaraswamy and the Goddess, Rajarajeswari
Ammavaru. It is said that Moon (Chandra) once committed
a heinous sin, whereby he lost his natural brilliance and
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lustre. He came down to earth lamenting for his sin and
bathed in the Koti Tirtham here by which he became perfect
and regained his lustre. He therefore installed a linga and
worshipped the Lord here. Hence the Lord is known as
Someswaraswamy. It is said that Indra also got his Shapa
Vimochana after taking bath in the Koti Tirtham and
worshipping the Lord here. The Koti Tirtham thus became
famous since a bath in it washes off all kinds of sins. There
is a sannidhi for Lord Vishnu known as Siddhi Janardhana.

28. KSHANAMUKTESWARAM

This place is 3 Km after crossing the River Godavari
from Kotipalli by boat. Cars can also be taken by boat. There
are two important temples.

1. KSHANAMUKTESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Kshana
Mukteswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said
that Kousika Maharishi installed the Linga and worshipped
the Lord here. Here it is a belief that who ever takes a dip
in the sacred Pushkarini and has a darshan of this Linga, will
be relieved of his sinsimmediately. Hence the Lord is known
as Kshana Mukteswara Swamy. There is a sannidhi for Lord
Vishnu known as Keshavaswamy.

2. VIGNESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE (AIANVELI)

Thistemple is 2km from Kshana Mukteswara Temple.
Here Lord Vinayaka is in Swayambhu form. It is said that
Dakshaprajapati worshipped this Vinayaka. The sannidhi is
facing South. There are also sannidhis for Lord Kashi
Visveswara, Devi Annapurna and Keshavaswamy.
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29. DHAVALESWARAM

49 Km from Kshana Mukteswaram via Kotipalli and
Alamuru on way to Rajahmundry.

AGASTYESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Agastyeswaraswamy and the Goddess, Bala
Tripurasundari. It is believed that Sri Rama, en route to
Lanka, worshippedthe Lord here. The tirthisknown as Sapta
Godavari Tirtham. There is also a sannidhi for
Satyanarayanaswamy which is a common feature in all the
temples in this region. Sri Rama’s Padukas are enshrined at
the bank of the River Godavari which can be seen.

30. RAJAHMUNDRY

8 Km from Dhavaleswaram. There are two important
temples.

1. MARKANDESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Godavari. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Markandeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Uma. There
is also a separate sanctum for Venkateswara Swamy.

2. KOTILINGESWARA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is also situated on the bank of the River
Godavari about 3Km. from Markandeswara Swamy Temple.
The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Kotilingeswara
Swamy and the Goddess, Chakra Bhuvaneswari. It is
believed that Gautama Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.
There is a separate sanctum for Venkateswara Swamy.
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Pushkar festival is held here once in 12 years on the
bank of the River Godavari which attracts lacs of pilgrims
from far and wide.

31. PATTISEEMA

29 Km from Rajahmundry via Kovvur towards
Polavaram.

VEERABHADRASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is located on a rocky island in the middle
of the River Godavari. Pilgrims have to go by a boat to reach
the temple. When the river is in spate, this temple is not
approachable. It is said that this place is one of the ‘Pancha
Maha Siva Kshetras’. The presiding deity of this temple is
Lord Veerabhadra Swamy. When Dakshyayani immolated
Herself in the Yagnakund, Lord Siva created
Veerabhadraswamy to destroy the Yagna and punish
Daksha. The two Devis who are worshipped here are known
as Ariswari and Puniswari. It is believed that those who do
not have children, if they worship these Devis, are blessed
with children.

32.RYALI

61 Km from Pattiseema via Kovvur, Dhavaleswaram
and Raovulapalem

KAMANDALESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated infront of the famous
Jaganmohini Keshavaswamy Temple. It is stated that when
Vishnu took the form of Mohini and distributed the Amrit to
the Devas, She looked immensely beautiful. At the sight of
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her, Lord Siva was infatuated and, when He came to know
that it was Vishnu in the form of Mohini, He decided to settle
down at this place. At that time, Brahma appeared and, with
the Kamandal, established a Siva Linga. Hence the Lord is
known as Kamandaleswaraswamy. The Goddess is known
as Uma Devi.

33.VADALI

21 Km from Ryali via Raovulapalem and Siddanthan.

AGASTYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord enshrined in this temple is known as
Agastyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This
is a Swayambhu Linga. The temple has been recently
renovated and is well maintained.

34. ACHANTA
17 Km from Vadali via Penukonda.
RAMESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Vasishtha. It is believed that this Linga was installed by Sri
Rama and hence the Lord is known as Rameswaraswamy.
The Goddess is known as Uma Devi. The tirth is known as
Ramakunda.

35.PALAKOLLU

18 Km from Achanta.
KSHIRARAMASWAMYTEMPLE
Thistemple is the fourth of the Pancharama Kshetras.

21



The presiding deity is Lord Kshiraramaswamy and the
Goddess,Devi Parvati. The Linga, whichis white in colourlike
milk, represents the head portion(Siro Bhava) of the broken
Linga.

36.BHIMAVARAM

22 Km from Palakollu. There are two temples.
1. BHIMESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

The Lord is known as Bhimeswara Swamy and the
Goddess, Bala Tripurasundari. The Goddess is also known
as Mahishasura Mardhini.

2. SOMARAMASWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is in Gunipidi Village, about 1 Km from
Bhimavaram. This is the third of the Pancharama Kshetras
and regarded very important as the Linga represents the
facial portion{Mukho Bhava) of the broken Linga. The
presiding deity is Lord Somarama Swamy and the Goddess,
Devi Parvati.

37.MOPIDEVI

118 Km from Bhimavaram via Gudivada and
Challapally.

SUBRAMANYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Subramanyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati.
It is said that this Linga was installed by Agastya Maharishi.

There is another temple known as
Sakaleswaraswamy temple. This is a Swayambhu Linga. it
is believed that this Linga extends down to Patala.
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38. PEDAKALLEPALLY

9 Km from Mopidevi.
NAGESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated on the bank of the River
Krishna. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Nageswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. It is said
that eight sons of Kashyapa Maharishiinstalledthe Linga and
worshipped the Lord here. It is believed that Sri Rama and
Agastya Maharishi also worshipped the Lord here.

39.VIJAYAWADA

76 Km from Pedakallepally via Challapally and
Pamarru. There are two important temples.

1.KANAKADURGATEMPLE

Thistemple is situated on a hill known as Indra Kiladri
in the north of the River Krishna. It is believed that the
Goddess appeared in Swayambhu form as Swarna Roopini
and after killing Mahishasura stayed here as Kanaka Durga.
Itis because of Her victory (Vijaya) overthe asuras, the place
is called as Vijayawada. Puja is also performed for the Sri
Chakra installed by Adi Sankara. There is a separate
sannidhi for Lord Nataraja and Goddess Sivakami.

2.MALLESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This is situated just below Kanakadurga Temple. The
Lord is known as Malleswaraswamy because Arjuna had a
mallayudha with the Lord here. According to legend, Arjuna
did tapasya to get Pashupatastra from the Lord. Lord Siva
wanted to test his sincerity before granting him the boon. He
therefore appeared before himin the disguise of a hunterand
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started chasing a wild boar on the Indrakila hill. The wild boar
came to the side of Arjuna. Arjuna, being agreat warrior, took
up his bow and shot it with a single arrow. At the same time,
Lord Siva, who was following the boar, also shot it with an
arrow. Struck by both the arrows, the boar fell dead. Both
claimed the boar as their kill. A controversy arose between
them as to whom the boar should belong. Words led to a
quarrel and the hunter and Arjuna began to wrestle
(Mallayudha) with each other. Arjuna was an experienced
and a powerful wrestler. But he was no match to the ‘hunter
and was soon exhausted. To invoke divine aid in his favour,
he made a Sivalinga out of the earth, and offered prayers to
it. The flowers with which he worshipped the Linga, were
seen by him falling on the hunter standing before him. He
thereupon realised that the hunter was none other than the
Lord Himself. The hunter immediately disappeared and the
Lord appeared before Arjuna. Arjuna prayed to the Lord and
received the Pashupatastra from Him.

40.MANGALAGIR!
13 Km from Vijayawada on way to Gunur.
MALLESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated at the foot of a hill known as
Mangala Giri. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Malleswaraswamy and the Goddess, Brahmarambika.
There is a big tank known as Kalyan Saras.

41. PEDAKAKANI

12 Km from Mangalagiri.
SAMBASIVATEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as Sambasiva
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and the Goddess, Brahmaramba. On every Sunday,
thousands of devotees visit this temple and offer their
prarthanas in the form of carriages, prabhas and such other
things. Itis believed that sick persons and those who are not
bestowed with children, often stay here for some time and
do pradakshinas by which they get their wishes fulfilled.

42. AMARAVATI

44 Km from Pedakakani via Guntur.
AMARARAMASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is the last of the Pancharama Kshetras.
The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Amararamaswamy and the Goddess, Bala Chamundika
Devi. The big Spatika Linga is 15 feet high and 3 feet in
diameter. The temple is built at a height of 5 feet from the
ground level and it is a great mystery from time immemorial
what lies underground. It is regarded as a very sacred place
and believed that if a devotee stays here for three days and
worships the Lord after taking a dip in the River Krishna, he
attains salvation (Mukti). It is believed that Lord
Amararamaswamy is none other than Lord Viswanath of
Kashi and hence the river, even though it is known as
Krishna, has the effect of Ganga here. ltis said that Indra and
Kapila Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.

43. KOTTAPPAKONDA

68 Km from Amaravati via Sattenapally and
Narasaraopet.

TRIKUTESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated at the top of a hill. There are
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1000 steps to reach the sanctum, with resting platforms on
the way to ease the strain. The presiding deity of this temple
is Lord Trikuteswaraswamy which means ‘The Lord of the
three peaks’. The Goddess is known as Devi Parvati.
According to the legend, after the destruction of Daksha
Yagna, Lord Siva was roaming with the corpse of Sati.
Mahavishnu cut the corpse into pieces with his Chakra. After
this episode, Lord Siva rested here. There are two more hills
here having a small temple on each of them.

44. CHEZERLA

45 Km from Kottappakonda via Narasaraopet.
KAPOTESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The main deity of this temple is known as
Kapoteswaraswamy. It is a well known story of the
Mahabharata that King Sibi was doing penance and a Yagna
to have a darshan of Lord Siva. To test his devotion, the
Trimurtis : Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswara, came to him as
Bow, Kapota (Dove) and hunter respectively. As the hunter
was chasing the dove with his bow, the Kapota took refuge
with King Sibi.In order to save the Kapota, the king agreed to
compensate the hunter with his own flesh equal to the weight
of the dove. The hunter agreed and Sibi went on cutting his
body till nothing was left to match the weight of the dove. At
this juncture, Lord Siva appeared and gave darshan to the
king. As desired by the king, his body was mergedinthelinga
and that very linga is here known as Kapoteswaraswamy. In
the Linga, there are, even today, large cavities said to
represent the places of the flesh cut out of the king’s body.
On the top of the Linga, there are two large vertical cavities.
One of these cavities helps to drain off the Abhisheka tirtha.
Ifthe Abhishekatirthais not drained off with in time, the smell
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of raw flesh and blood comes out even today. The deity is
said to be powerful and any prayer that is done is generally
granted here.

45. TRIPURANTAKAM

74 Km from Chezerla via Vinukonda on way to
Srisailam.

TRIPURANTAKESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is on a small hill known as Kumara Giri.
The Lord is known as Tripurantakeswara Swamy and the
Goddess, Tripurasundari. The Lord’s temple is on the top of
the hill and the Goddess’s temple is at the foot of the hill.

46.SRISAILAM

97 Km from Tripurantakam via Dornala and
Sikhareswar.

MALLIKARJUNA SWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the Rishaba Hill, on the
southernbank ofthe River Krishna. Thisis one ofthe 12 Jyotir
Linga Kshetras. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mallikarjuna and the Goddess, Devi Brahmaramba. The
greatness ofthe Lord here is mentioned in Kaivalyopanishad
and Skanda Puranam. It is said that Hiranyakashipu in the
Kritayuga, Sri Rama in the Tretayuga, Pancha Pandavas in
the Dwaparayuga and Adi Sankara in the Kaliyuga
worshipped the Lord here. Those who visit this temple and
have a darshan of Srisailasikhar from Sikhareswar will attain
mukti. It is said that Devi Brahmaramba fought with
Mahishasura and killed him. The Asura’s blood spilled
everywhere, but no blood spilled here. Hence the Devichose
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this place to dwell in. This place is also regarded as one of
the Saktipeethas. Chhatrapati Shivaji used to visit here to
worship Brahmaramba every year. Adi Sankara composed
his popular works Sivananda Lahiri, Brahmaramba
Ashtakas, Dwadasa Linga Stotras, etc., here. The tirthis the
River Krishna and known as Patala Ganga which is 3 Kms
down the hill. The water of the river is seen green in colour
but colourless when taken in hand. It is said that
Chandragupta, due to a curse, turned into a green stone
which fell into the river. Hence the water is seen green due
to the presence of this stone.

47. HANUMKONDA

331 Km from Srisailam via Hyderabad.
THOUSANDPILLARED TEMPLE

This Siva Temple is very famous and known here as
a thousand pillared temple. The architecture and art of this
temple resemble those of the Chalukyas’. The temple is half-
finished. It has gates for entrance on three sides with
beautiful art work.

48. PALAMPET

66 Km from Hanumkonda via Mulug.
RAMALINGASWAMYTEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of Ramappa
Sarasu. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Ramalingaswamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati. This
temple resembles the temple in Hanumkonda. The art work
on the pillars and doorways is worth seeing.
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49. VEMULWADA

148 Km from Palampet via Goonpur, Parkal,
Hazurabad and Karimnagar.

RAJARAJESWARA SWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Rajarajeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Rajarajeswari.
There is a tirth known as Dharmakundam. It is said that King
Narendra, grandson of Arjuna, while hunting in a forest, killed
a Rishi by mistake and thus inflicted upon himself
brahmahatya dosha. He went to many tirthas to get rid of the
dosha but could not. At last, he came here and, after a dip
in the Dharmakundam, got salvation. Lord Siva appeared in
his dream and directed him to take the Siva Linga lying in the
Dharmakundam and install the same here. Thus King
Narendra founded this temple. It is also said that Indra, who
was burdened with the sin of brahmahatya on killing
Kritasura, got relief after bathing in the Dharmakundam.

50. ALAMPUR

365 Km from Vemulwada via Sirsilla, Siddipet,
Hyderabad and Jadcherla:

BALABRAHMESWARASWAMY TEMPLE

This temple is situated on the bank of the River
Tungabhadra. The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Bala Brahmeswaraswamy. lt is said that Brahma performed
a penance here for thousands of years. Lord Siva was
pleased and conferred on him the power of creation. The
Goddess is known as Yogini or Jogulamba. This is also
regarded as one of the Saktipeethas. The tirth is known as
Papavinasana Tirtham. Thisitemple is a part of a cluster of
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Nava Brahma temples here. They are
Kumara Brahma

Arka Brahma

Veera Brahma

Padma Brahma

Viswa Brahma

Garuda Brahma

Taraka Brahma

Swarga Brahma

. Bala Brahma
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51. KALVABUGGA

61 Km from Alampur via Kurnool.

BUGGARAMESWARASWAMY T TEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Bugga
Rameswaraswamy and the Goddess, Brahmaramba. It is
said that Parashurama installed the Linga and worshipped

the Lord here. Beautiful streams of water are there withinthe
temple.

52. MAHANANDI

57 Km from Kalvabugga via Pandyam and Nandyal
MAHANANDESWARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Mahanandeswar and the Goddess, Kameswari. There are
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three kundas known as Brahma Kunda, Rudra Kunda and
Vishnu Kunda. This temple is situated in the centre of Rudra
Kunda. Water from a stream near the temple comes here
through the mouth of a Nandi, which contains disease curing
minerals. Accordingto legend, Mahananda, the son of Silada
Rishi, did a tapasya here. Lord Siva was pleased with his
devotion and asked him forany boon he wanted. Mahananda
desired that he should be accepted by the Lord to serve Him
as His Vahan for ever. Lord Siva accepted him as his vahan
and also said that this place would be called Mahanandi
Kshetram. There are nine Nandi temples within a radius of
16 Kms. from this place known as Nava Nandalu (Nine
Nandis). They are :-

1. Padma Nandi
Naga Nandi
Vinayaka Nandi
Garuda Nandi
Brahma Nandi
Surya Nandi
Vishnu Nandi
Soma Nandi
Siva Nandi

The traditional belief is that the worship of these nine
Nandis should be completed in a day.
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53.NANDAVARAM

52 Km from Mahanandi via Nandyal and Pandyam on
way to Banganapalli.
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KASHICHOMUNDESWARIDEVITEMPLE

The presiding deity is known as Kashi
Chomundeswari Devi believed to be very powerful. Special
pujas are offered every day.

54. YAGANTIPALLI

20 Km from Nandavaram via Banganapalli.

UMAMAHESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

In this temple, the Lord and the Goddess are
enshrined on one peetham and known as Umamaheswara.
Thé Nandi here is known as Basavayya. It is observed that
this Nandi is growing in size every year. Veerabrahmendra
Swamy in his book Kalagnana, has mentionedthat when this
Basavayya will cry that will be the last day for Kaliyuga. A
perennial stream of water is flowing from the hill near the
temple.

55.TADPATRI

72 Km from Yagantipalli via Banganapalli.

BUGGARAMALINGESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The temple is situated on the bank of River Pinakini.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Bugga
Ramalingeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Devi Parvati.
This is a Swayambhu linga. In the sanctum water comes out
from an unknown place. It is said that Parashurama
worshipped the Lord here The entire Siva Purana is carved
in stone on the walls with delicate skill and in elaborate detail.
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56. TIRUPATI

248 Km from Tadpatri via Kamalapuram, Cuddapah,
and Renigunta.

KAPILESWARASWAMY TEMPLE (ALIPIRI)

This is situated 2 Km from Tirupati on way to
Tirumalai. The presiding deity of this temple is Kapileswara
Swamy with Devi Kamakshi. It is believed that Kapila
Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.

57.TONDAVADA

9 Km from Tirupati.
AGASTYESWARASWAMYTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Agastyeswara Swamy and the Goddess, Anandavalli. It is
believed that Agastya Maharishi worshipped the Lord here.
It is said that Goddess Padmavati also worshipped the Lord
here.

58. SRIKALAHASTI

47 Km from Tondavada via Tirupati and Renigunta.
SRIKALAHASTISWARATEMPLE

This is one of the ‘Pancha Bhoota Kshetras’ and
represents Vayu and therefore known as Vayu Kshetra. To
prove that, the lamp inside the sanctum keeps flickering
without any circulation of air. The Lord adorning this temple
is known as Srikalahastiswara and the Goddess,
Gnanaprasoonnambika. The sannidhi is facing west. There
is no separate sannidhi for the Navagrahas. They are
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arranged in the form of a Kavacha to the Lingam. As this
place is also considered as a Rahu-Ketu Kshetra, people
who suffer from the unfavourable influences of Rahu and
Ketu worship the Lord here and are believedto get relief.Lord
Vinayaka's temple is situated 30 feet below the ground level
and hence called Patala Vinayaka. The Legend is that a
Spider (Sri), a Serpent (Kala) and an Elephant (Hasti)
worshipped a Swayambhu Linga that existed in this forest
under a Vilva tree. The spider used to weave a web over the
Linga to prevent the leaves falling overit. The elephant used
to perform abhishekam by bringing water in its trunk and
spurting it overthe Linga. The serpentusedto spreadits hood
over the Linga to protect it from the scorching sun. All the
three devotees were unaware about one another. One day,
noticing the abhishekam and vilva leaves, the serpent
suspected that there was someone who had encroached the
sanctum. Afraid that this might cause harm to the Lord, he
entwined himself round the Linga determined to protect it
against any possible danger. When the elephant came with
the usual abhisheka tirtha, the furious serpent got into the
trunk of the elephant. Unable to bear the pain, the elephant
smashed its trunk over the Linga, crushing both the serpent
and the spider to death. He also died on the spot due to the
poisonous bite of the serpent. Lord Siva, pleased with the
sincerity of their devotion, granted salvation to all the three.
Hence the Lord is known as Srikalahastiswara. The images
of all the three devotees are embossed on the Linga. There
is another interesting devotional story associated with this
temple. There was a great Sivabhakta called Kannappa. He
was a hunter and was known as Tinnappa. He used to offer
the flesh of animals to the Lord as a sacrament but only after
tasting them first as to whether they were good enough to
be offered to the Lord. To test his sincerity and devotion, the
Lord one day made it appear as if water was dropping from
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one of His eyes onthe Linga. Tinnappathoughtthatsomeone
had harmed the Lord and immediately without any hesitation
removed one of his own eyes and offered it to the Lord in
place of the one from which water was flowing. The water
from the eye of the Lord stopped at once. After some time
Tinnappa noticed that the other eye of the Lord was also
affected. He at once began to remove his other eye also to
offerittothe Lord. Since on removal of both his eyes he would
not be able to see the Lord’s eye, he placed his left foot on
the Lord's eye, to locate the same for replacement. At that
time the Lord, pleased with the depth of his devotion, gave
him darshan and restored his eyesight. From then he came
to be known as ‘Kannappa’ which means one who gave his
eyes to the Lord. The Lord also ordained that he should be
near to Him permanently. Therefore, we find the idol of
Kannappa near the Lingamurti and Pujas are first offered to
him and then to the Lord. There is also a separate temple
for Kannappa Nayanar on the top of the Kailasagiri. This hill
is believed to be one of the three ‘chips’ blown off the Mount
Meru by Vayu (God of Wind). The other two ‘Chips’ fell at
Tiruchirappalli (Rock Fort) and Tiruconmalee (in Ceylon)
respectively. There are two more hills one known as Durga
Hill with a temple dedicated to Goddess Durga and other
known as Kumaraswamy Hill with a temple for Lord
Subramanya.

59.UTTUKOTTAI
63 Km from Srikalahasti.

PALLIKONDESWARTEMPLE

The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as
Pallikondeswar and the Goddess, Devi Parvatavarushini.
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Here one can see Dakshinamurti with Sakti and Nandi, which
is a rare feature. There is also a murti of Lord Siva in a lying
posture. According to the legend, Lord Siva, after swallowing
the Kalakoota (poison), felt a sort of giddiness and took some
rest with His head on the lap of the Devi, while Brahma,
Vishnu, Indra and the Rishis. Bhrighu, Markandeya, Narada
and others attended on Him with anxiety. The effect of the

poison was so severe that only Lord Mahadeva could have
withstood it.

60. TIRUKKANDALAM

28 Km from Uttukottai via Periapalayam and
Kanniputhur.

SIVANANDARTEMPLE

The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Sivanandar and His consort, Anandavalli. The tirth is known
as Nandi Tirtham. It is believed that Maharishi Bhrighu
worshipped the Lord here and the Lord gave him darshan in
Dakshinamurti swaroop. This ancient temple is now in a
dilapidated condition.

61. MADRAS

36 Km from Tirukkandalam. There are eleven
important Siva temples within and around the City.

1. KANDASWAMYTEMPLE (PARKTOWN)

This is a big temple with a beautiful gopuram. The
presiding deity is Balasubramanya. There are also separate
sannidhis for Lord Siva, known as Ramalingeswaraswamy,
and for the Goddess, known as Parvatavardhini.
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2. CHENNA PURISWARARTEMPLE (FLOWERBAZAR)

This temple is situated very near to Kandaswamy
Temple. The Lord dwelling in this temple is known as Chenna
Puriswarar and the Goddess, Gnanaprasannavalli. There is
also a sannidhi for Chenna Keshava Swamy.

3. MANICKATYAGARTEMPLE (TIRUVOTRIYUR)

Thistemple is situated about 9 km from Flower Bazar.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Manickatyagar
and the Goddess, Vadivudainayaki. This is a Swayambhu
Lingain the form of an ant-hill. It is said that Adi Sankara and
Adi Sesha worshipped the Lord here.The Navagraha murtis
are in the shape of lingas. The tirth is known as Alaivai
Tirtham. The temple had great fame during the mediaeval
times. The religious importance was also so great that even
the Chola Kings used to attend the festivals of this temple.
Itis said thatthe second marriage of Sundaramurti Nayanar
with Sangili Nachiar was solemnised in the presence of the
Lord. This temple is more remembered for its sacred
association with Pattinattar, a great Sivabhakta. He
worshipped Lord Siva in many other places but it was here
he performed several miracles by his Siddhi and at last got
transformed himself into a linga and merged with the Lord.
That very linga is here, known as Adi-Linga, in a separate
Sannidhi.

4. KAPALISWARARTEMPLE (MYLAPORE)

This temple is situated near Santhome Beach, about
15 km from Tiruvotriyur. This is an ancient and very beautiful
temple. The Lord glorifying this temple is known as
Kapaliswarar and the Goddess, Karpagambikai. The Lord is
facing west and the Goddess is facing south. The tirth is
known as Brahma Tiitham. Lord Vinayaka here is having
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uplifted trunk symbolizing that He uplifted the great Tamil
Poet Avvayar to heaven. The legend connected with this
temple is that once The Creator, Brahma, out of vanity and
pnde, did not pay respectto Lord Siva and Devi Parvati when
he met them at Mount Kailas. Lard Siva, being outraged,
pinched one of the heads of Brahma to teach him a lesson.
Brahma came down to this place and installed a Linga and
worshipped the Lord here. As the Lord pinched one of the
Kapalas (Head) of Brahma, He is known here as
Kapaliswarar. Another legend is that once Goddess Parvati
was slightly inattentive while listening to Gnanopadesa from
Lord Siva because she had her eyes on a dancing peacock.
So, the Lord cursed her to be born as a peacock. As Devi
Parvati conducted penance in the form of a Mayil (Pea-hen)
and worshipped the Lord here, the place came to be called
Mylapore. The story of Poompavai, who lost her life due to
a snake-bite and her bones after cremation kept in an urn
were given life by Gnanasambandar, is very famous here.

5.PALVANNANATHARTEMPLE(TIRUVANMIYUR)

This temple is situated about 6 Km from Mylapore.
The Lord adorning this temple is known as Palvannanathar
and the Godess,Sundaranayaki. As Agastya did penance
here and obtained from the Lord all the knowledge of the
mooligas (medicinal herbs), the Lord is also known as
Marunthiswarar. The tirth is known as Papanasini Tirtham
which is believed to have been caused by the Devas and
considered very sacred. It is said that Maharishi Valmiki
worshipped the Lord here. Kamadhenu also worshipped the
Lord here.The legend is that once Rishi Vasishtha was
worshipping Lord Viswanatha at Kashi for a Mandalam (40
days) for which Kamadhenu was giving him milk for
abhishekam. One day, attracted by the greenery of a hill-
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side, she stayedthere, forgetting to give milk tothe sage. The
outraged sage cursed Kamadhenu to wander as a wild cow.
Wandering in so many places, she reached here and finding
a Swayambhu Linga in a bush, she started pouring her milk
on the Linga. One day King Sadayur saw her confronting a
lion and sent an arrow in that direction The frightened cow
immediately jumped out of the place. In that act, a hoof of
the cow hit the Linga and the cow felt sad for it. However,
Lord Siva was pleased with her devotion and relieved her of
the curse. King Sadayur, appreciating all this, constructed
this temple and worshipped the Lord here. Since the Linga
was daily bathed with Kamadhenu’s milk, the colour of the
linga is white and hence the Lord came to be known as
Palvannanathar (In Tamil ‘Pal’ means milk and ‘vannar
means colour). The Lingamurti is in a slanting position, and
the mark of Kamadhenu’s hoof can be seen on it.

6.SIVA-VISHNUTEMPLE (TYAGARAJANAGAR)

This temple is situated about 10 km from
Tiruvanmiyur. This is a very beautiful temple and worth
seeing. It is said that Peyalwar, one of the 12 Alwars of the
Vaishnava cult, was born here.

7.SUBRAMANYASWAMYTEMPLE (VADAPALANI)

This temple is situated about 3 km from
Tyagarajanagar and considered equal to Palani. This place
is situated north of Palani and hence it is called Vada Palani
(‘Vada’ means ‘north’ in Tamil). The presiding deity is known
as Subramanya Swamy.

8. MARIAMMAN TEMPLE (MANGADU)

Thistemple is about 23 kms on the Madras-Bangalore
Trunk Road. The Goddess, Mariamman (also called
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Kamakshi Amman), is seen here in a standing posture on the
point of a needle, doing penance to regain her lost position
from Her husband. It is believed that an unmarried girl, who
worship the Goddess here continuously for seven weeks, get
married.

9. TIRUVERKATTISWARARTEMPLE (TIRUVERKADU)

This temple is about 5 km from Mangadu. The Lord
dwellingin this templeis known as Tiruverkattiswarar and His
consort, Tiruverkattammai. This place is also known as Vada
Vedaranyam. Moorga Nayanar was born here. The tirth is
known as Velayudha Tirtham.

10. KARUMARIAMMANTEMPLE

This famous temple is situated very near to
Tiruverkattiswarar Temple. The presiding deity known as
Goddess Karumari Amman is very powerful. Puja is also
performed for Sri Chakra installed by Adi Sankara Problems
are believed to be solved and mental peace attained by
worshipping the Goddess here. One could offer a variety of
pujas in this temple. The temple is kept open continuously
from 4.30 A.M. to 10 P.M. on weekdays and from 3 A.M. to
12 midnight on Sundays.

11. TIRUVALITHAYANATHARTEMPLE (PADI)

This temple is situated about 12 kms from Madras on
way to Tirumullaivayil. The Lord dwelling in this temple is
known as Tiruvalithaya Nathar and the Goddess,
Thayammai. It is said that Hanuman and Devaguru

Brihaspati worshipped the Lord here. The tirth is known as
Hanuman Tirtham.
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62. TIRUMULLAIVAYIL

19 Km from Madras via Padi on way to Tiruvallur.
MASILAMANISWARARTEMPLE

The Lord adorning this temple is known as
Masilamaniswarar and the Goddess, Kodi-idai-Nayaki. The
Vimanam over the sanctum is in a semi-circular form and,
as it is looking like an elephant lying, it is called Gaja Prishta
Vimanam. The tirth is known as Chakra Tirtham. The legend
is that King Tondaiman, being atiracted by Erukku woods
possessed by his enemies, waged a war with them. During
the war he happened to hit a Siva Linga with his sword and
was repenting for the same. Lord Siva appeared and
consoled him. The Lord also sent Nandi to help himto secure
the sacred Erukku woods. As the king won the battlie with the
help of Nandi, he got the Erukku woods and, using them for
Pillars, buitt thistemple. Since the Linga was wounded by the
king’'s sword, it is always covered by sandal paste and
abhishekam is performed to the peetham only. The Nandi,
instead of facing Lord,is facing the other side towards the
battle field. This temple- is more famous for here
Sundaramurti Nayanar getting back his eye-sight, which he
lostin Tiruvotriyur as he broke his promise to his wife, Sangili
Nachiyar. In this temple Vinayaka has got five heads and ten
hands. Hence He is known as Panchamukha Vinayaka.

63. TIRUVALLUR

28 Km from Tirumullaivayil.

TIRTHISWARARTEMPLE

This is a very big temple situated near the famous
Veeraraghava Perumal temple. The Lord glorifying this
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