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PREFACE

The story of Tipu Sultan's life has not before been told in any
detail or fairness to him.  Wilks’s History of Mysore was published
too soon after the fall of Seringapatam, and was obviously written
without full knowledge of facts.  Moreover, Wilks, as James Mill
observed, “appears to have little pleasure in praising the Sultan, but
great in imputing to him all the bad qualities which belong to the
most despicable, as well as the most odious, of the human race.”
Bowring's Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan is nothing else but a summary
of Wilks’s work. There are also brief references to the career of
Tipu in the general histories of India. but in most of these he is
the mark of passionate and most foul obloquy. On the other hand.
his biographies in Urdu published in recent years have made him the
subject of fulsome adulation. In the present work, however, an
atiempt has been made to give an accurate picture of Tipu Sultan
by disengaging his personality from masses of fictions and distortions
which have gathered round him.  As practically the whole of Tipu's
life was taken up with fighting, I have devoted considerable space
to campaigns and battles. However, other aspects of his career have
not been ignored. Sufficient attention has been paid to
the causes and results of wars, while Tipu's relations with the
English. the French, the Nizam, the Marathas and the Ottoman Sultan
have been fully discussed.  The last three chapters of the book have
been devoted to a description of the Sultan's Government and army,
his reforms and religious policy, his efforts 2t industrialisation and
State Socizlism. his character, his failures and achievements. It 1s hoped
that this study will enable the reader to appraise the career and
character of this extraordinary man.

I take this opportunity to record my indebtedness to my friend and
colleague, Dr. N. K. Sinha, whose advice and assistance werz of
incstimable value throughout the course of my work. | owe him more
than | can ever repay. I am grateful to Dr. A. B. M. Habibullah
who read ccnsiderable parts of the book in manuscript and gave me
valuable criticisms. My thanks are due to Professor Nilkantha Sastri
of Madras for having translated for me into English the relevant
portions of the Mackenzic Manuscripts. [ am under deep obligation
to Rev. Fr. C. Van Exem of St. Xavier's College, Calcutta, who, in spite
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of his official duties and manifold activities, not only translated the
Dutch records for my use but also cheerfully undertook the paintul
task of reading through the proof-sheets. [ am grateful to the follow-
ing for useful suggestions and help of various kind: Dr. M. Z. Siddiqt,
my uncle Shaikh Jawwad Ali Khan, Dr. Mahdi Husain, Mr. S. K. Roy,
Mahmud Khan of Bangalore, Rev. Fr. V. Courtois of St. Xavier's College
and Chevalier Panduranga S. S. Pissurlencar. [ should like to acknowledge
my gratitude to the Director of the Indian National Archives, Delhi; to
the Curators of the Madras Record Office, and the Bibliotheque
Publique, Pondicherry; and to the Librarians of Calcutta University and
the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, for their unfailing courtesy and
assistance.  Finally, 1 would thank the authorities of the University of
Calcutta for a grant which enabled me to visit Madras, Pondicherry and
Mysore in order to collect materials for this book.

Calcutta University,
March 1951.
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CHAPTER 1

ANCESTRY, EARLY LIFE AND ACCESSION

HE history of Tipu Sultan’s family, until it was raised to promi-
T nence by his grandfather, Fath Muhammad, is for the most part
obscure. But one thing is certain, that Tipu was descended from the
Quraish of Mecca;! and it was probably at the end of the sixteenth
century that his ancestors arrived in India by sea® instead of following
the usual land route from the north-west. Beyond these facts nothing
1s known regarding them before their emigration to India.*

The first person belonging to the family about whom some
tradition has been preserved was Shatkh Wali Muhammad who,
according to Kirmani, came to Gulbarga from Delhi with his son Muham-
mad Ali during the reign of Muhammad Adil Shah (1626-56) of
Bijapur.* He was a religious man, and attached himself to the shrine
of Jamal-ud-din Husaini, nicknamed Gisu Daraz,® and was given a

! Kirmani, p. 6; Tarikhi-Tipu, {.61b; Sultan-ut-Tawarikh, {.80 ; Haidar-
namah, p. Sr.

* Sultan-ut-Tawarikh, {.80 ; Tarikh-i-Tipu Sultan, £.61 ; Haidar-namah, p. 81.
From Kirmani’'s account it appears that Tipu's ancestors came at the cnd of the
16th century by the land route from the north-west,

* According to an anonymous version preserved in Karnama-i-Haidayi
(pp. 687-94), the origin of the family is traced to one Hasan b, Yahya
(d. 874/71460), o Quraish, who was the Sharif of Mecca. His grandson, Ahmad,
proceeded to Sapa in Yemen, married the daughter of its chief, and after the
latter's death became its ruler. But in a conspiracy organised by some
of the nobies of Sana to depose him, he was assassinated. Ifis thirteen-year-
old son. Muhammad, however, succeeded in escaping to Baghdad where he
started tusiness and soon bhecame a prosperous merchant, It was Hasan b.
Ibrahim (d. 1075/10664), the sixth in descent from Yahya who, having lost
all his money owing to the dishonesty of his father’'s employees, migrated to
India in search of a livelihood. Hasan began to live in Ajmere with the
mutawalli of the shrine of Khwaja Muin-ud-din Chishti, and married his
daughter. After his death a posthumous son was born to him and was named
Wali Muhammad.  When the latter grew up, he, with his son Muhammad Ali,
proceeded to Shahjahanabad, and from there to Delhi. The rest of the family
history is the same as given by Kirmani. The above account, may be true ;
it is also possible that the pedigree was manufactured to bolster up the
dynastic prestige of Haidar and Tipu. But I have not found it mentioned in
any other source for the History of Haidar and Tipu.
oh ¢ Kirmani, p. 6. Kirmani wrongly calls Muhammad Adil Shah as Ali Adil

ah.

® Ibid.; Sultan-ut-Tawarikh, {81. But it does not give the name of the

person who attached himself to the shrine. For a short account of the saint’s
life, see Camb. Hist. India, iii, pp. 393, 396.
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monthly allowance for his subsistence. He married his son, Muham-
mad Ali, to the daughter of one of the servants of the Dargah. When
Wali Muhammad died, Muhammad Ali proceeded to Bijapur and began
to live with his seven brothers-in-law who were employed in the army
of Ali Adil Shah II (1657-72).* Soon after, war broke out between the
Moghuls and the Bijapuris, and in the conflict all the seven brothers-in-
law were killed. After this tragedy Muhammad Al left Bijapur with
his family for Kolar whose chief, Shah Muhammad, having some previous
acquaintance with him, received him well, and put him in charge of his
property. Besides acting as Shah Muhammad’s agent, Muhammad Ali
also did some farming and rented fields and gardens.”

Fath Muhammad

Muhammad Al had four sons: Muhammad Ilyas, Shaikh
Muhammad, Muhammad Imam and Fath Muhammad. When they
grew up their father advised them to become devotees like their
grandfather. But they preferred the profession of arms, and so, after
the death of Muhammad Ali in about 1697, his son Fath Muhammad
left Kolar to enter the service of Nawab Saadatullah Khan of Arcot
who made him a jamadar and gave him the command of 200 foot
and 50 horse. After some time Fath Muhammad sent for Sayyid
Burhan-ud-din, a pirzada of Tanjore, and married his daughter. He
served the Nawab faithfully, and so was i1aised to the command of
600 foot, 500 horse and 50 rocket men. It is not clear why Fath
Muhammad left Arcot.® However. he next took service with the
Raja of Myscre probably through the recommendation of his nephew,
Haidar Saheb, son of Shaikh Ilyas, who was already in the employment
of the Raja. But Fath Muhammad did not stay long in Mysore. Although
he was given the title of naik, yet, owing to the dissensions among
the various chiefs in Mysore, he became disgusted and left the State.
He then entered the service of Nawab Dargah Quli Khan of Sira®
who gave him the command of 400 foot and 200 horse and put him

¢ Trom some accounts it appears that Muhammad Ali was also in the service
of the Bijapur Government.

" Kirmani, pp. 6-7.

* Ibid., pp. 7-1o. Kirmani says that Fath Muhammad left Arcot because of
the dissensions which followed the death of the Nawab. But the Nawab’s death
did not take place until 1732, There is some confusion regarding this period
of Fath Muhammad’s career.

Y Ibid.. p. 10. Tarikh-i-Tipu, £.61b, and Haidar-namah, p. 81, wrongly
give the name of the ruler of Arcot as Dil Dilair Khan, Sira is a town in
Tumkur District, Mysore.
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in charge of the fort of Dodballapur.’® Here in 1721 a son was born
to him and was named Haidar Ali. He had also another son called
Shahbaz who had been born three years before.'!

Haidar Ali

After a few years Dargah Quli Khan died and was succeeded by
his son Abdul Rasul Khan. Meanwhile Tahir Khan, through the in-
fluence of his patron, Saadatullah Khan, had secured his appointment
to the subedari of Sira. But Abdul Rasul Khan, aided by Fath Muham-
mad, refused to give up Sira. This led to an armed conflict in which
both Abdul Rasul Khan and Fath Muhammad were killed.
Tahir Khan thus became the subedar of Sira.!? Abbas Quli Khan, son of
Abdul Rasul Khan, was, however, left in possession of his father’s jagir
of Dodballapur.’> As Fath Muhammad had left some debts, Abbas
Quli Khan began to persecute his family which was in the fort.'¢
Although Haidar was at this time only about five and Shahbaz about
eight years of age, yet they were tortured to discharge their father’s
debts. In this way Abbas Quli Khan seized whatever the family
possessed. Plundered of all her property, and alarmed at the treatment
meted out to her children, Fath Muhammad's widow informed Haidar
Saheb, her husband’s nephew, who was employed in Mysore,’® about
her distress. Haidar Saheb immediately appealed to Devraj, the
dalavayi of the Raja of Mysore, for help. Devra) wrote to the subedar
of Sira who reprimanded Abbas Quli Khan for his high-handedness and
ordered him to release the family.’® After securing her freedom, Fath
Muhammad’s widow, accompanied by her children, proceeded to

' 1t is situated on the right bank of the Arkavati, 27 miles north-west of
Bangalore.

“ Kirmani, p, 11.
* Kirmani, pp. 11-13 ; Wilks, 1, pp. 267-8.

** Ibid., p. 268. Kirmani wrongly says that Abbas Quli Khan was the son
of Dargah Quli Khan,

' Haidar-namah, p. 81, and Tarikh-i-Tipu, f.62a, wrongly say that the
family was perseccuted by the Nawab of Sira. Thirty-two years later, when
Haidar occupied Dodballapur, Abbas Quli Khan fled to Madras; and when
Haidar invaded the Carnatic in 1767, he became so panicky that he embarked
on a crazy vessel, and would not land until he was assured that Haidar had
left the Carnatic. (Wilks, 1, p. 493 footnote).

Y Kirmani, p. 13; Sultan-ut-Tawarikh, £.83.

e Ibid.: Haidar-namah, p. 81; Tarikh-i-Tipu, f.62a. Except for minor
differences the events related in the different works are substantially the same.
Both Haiday-namah and Tarikh-i-Tipu say that the debt was paid by the
dalavayi. and in return Haidar and Shahbaz entered the Raja’s service. But
it must be remembered that the boys were oo young at the time for any kind
of employment.
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Bangalore and from there to Seringapatam.'” Henceforth they began to
live under the protection of Haidar Saheb, who brought up Haidar
and Shahbaz as his own children and taught them the use of arms
and horsemanship. But when they grew up they left him and entered
the service of Abdul Wahhab Khan, younger brother of Nawab Muham-
mad Ali of Carnatic who held the jagir of Chittoor.’® Meanwhile,
Haidar Saheb had become prosperous and influential in Mysore, and
so he sent for his cousins. On their arrival he presented them to
Nanjaraj, younger brother of Devraj, who gave them the command of
300 foot and 50 horse.® On the death of Haidar Saheb, Shahbaz
succeeded to the command of his detachment.* It appears that Haidar
Ali at first did not possess any independent command but was attached
to his elder brother. However, the dash and courage which he displayed
in various engagements, and particularly in the siege of Devanhalli*
(1749) held by Naraingauda, greatly impressed Nanjaraj who conferred
on him the title of Khan and a separate command of 200 foot and 50
horse.?? This was the beginning of his career. Henceforth the
obscurity which surrounds his early life disappears and he stands in
the full limelight of history.

The next great event in his life was when he accompanied the
Mysore army which was despatched by Nanjaraj in 1749 to the assistance
of Nasir Jung, Asif Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk’s son, who was engaged in the
struggle for the Nizamat with his nephew Muzaffar Jung. Nasir Jung
at first overpowered his rival who surrendered to him, but, on the
night of December 16, 1750, he was himself treacherously assassinated
by the Pathan Nawab of Cuddapah. Owing to the confusion which
followed the incident, Nasir Jung's treasure fell into the hands of the
French. But a portion of it was also scized by Haidar Al
with the help of his Bedar peons.® On his return to Mysore, with
the wealth thus obtained, he augmented his troops and began to train
them with the help of some French deserters.?

Meanwhile, the contest for the Nawabship of the Carnatic had
been going on between Muhammad Ali and Chanda Saheb. Muham-
mad Ali, hard pressed by his rival, who was supported by the French,

' Sullan-ut-Tawarikh, 1.83; Kirmani, p. 16.

™ rhid, * Ibid., pp. 16-37.
* Haidar-namah, p. 81 ; Kirmani, p. 17.

A town 23 miles narth of Bangalore.

* Haidar-namiah, p. 81 ; Tarikh-i-Tipu, {f.63b-64b.

* Kirmani, pp. 20-21 ; Wilks, i, p. 300. * Ibid., p. 311.
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applied to Nanjaraj for assistance, and in return promised to cede
Trichinopoly and its dependencies to Mysore.*® Nanjaraj, dazzled by
the prospect of acquiring fresh territory, at once proceeded to Trichino-
poly to the help of Muhammad Ali. From February to December 1752,
the Mysorcans, along with the English, fought Chanda Saheb and the
French. And although in May Chanda Saheb was killed, Muhammad
Ali did not cede Trichinopoly to Mysore, but ceded only the island of
Seringham.?® Thereupon, Nanjaraj joined the French and tried his best
to capture Trichinopoly from Muhammad Al and the English. But he
did not succced, and had to return disappointed to Mysore.*” But
although the Trichinopoly campaign proved disastrous to Nanjaraj,
it was a blessing in disguise for Haidar who was present through-
cut the war with the Mysore army along with his detachment. For it
provided Haidar with the first-hand knowledge of the European mode of
warfare. Besides, the courage and perseverance which he was able to
display in the campaign greatly impressed Nanjaraj and led to his
further advancement, so that, when he returned to Mysore trom
Trichinopoly, he was appointed faujdar of Dindigul in 1755 where a
strong man was requ.red to crush the refractory poligars of the district.
Haidar punished the poligars, and succeeded in establishing law and order.
During his stay at Dindigul, he also augmented his troops, organised
his artillery. and established an arsenal under the supervision of
French engineers.?®

Meanwhile, the conditions in the capital were becoming chaotic. The
relations of the Raja of Mysore with Nanjaraj and Devraj, who had
reduced him to a mere puppet, were very strained. There were
even serious differences between the brothers relating to matters of
State policy.* Moreover, owing to the cost of the expedition to Trichino-
poly, and the invasions of the Nizam and the Marathas who extorted
large sums of money from the Mysore Government, the State was
financially bankrupt. In consequence, the pay of the troops was several
months in arrears. They were, therefore, discontented, and to get their
grievances redressed, sat in dharna, preventing water and provisions from
being carried into the house of Nanjaraj.>

_ *Kirmani, p. 23; Wilks, i, p. 310. Seringham is an island and town two
miles north of Trichinopoly.

* Kirmani, pp. 23-24 ; Wilks, i, p. 310. * Kirmani, pp. 24-25.
** Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, pp. 22-6.

* Devraj retired from political life in Feb. 1757. (Wilks, i, p. 397).

8 Ibid., p. 405.
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On hearing of the disturbed state of Seringapatam, Haidar imme-
diately proceeded there, for he was regarded as the only man capable
of restoring normal conditions. He reconciled Devraj to Nanjaraj,
assured the Raja of his protection, and succeeded in discharging the
arrears of pay to the soldiery.’’ These measures so much enhanced
his prestige that, when the Marathas invaded Mysore in 1758, he
was appointed Commander-in-Chief, and was entrusted with the task
of repelling the invaders.®® Haidar, as usual, rose to the occasion and,
by carrying on a successful struggle against the invaders, extorted favour-
able terms of peace. He returned to Seringapatam in triumph, and
was welcomed by the Raja and the people as the saviour of Mysore.

The State finances were, however, still disorganised, and the pay of
the troops having again fallen into arrears, they once more sat in dharna.
Nanjaraj, unable to cope with the problems which faced him, and having
lost his prestige owing to his repeated military defeats, decided to retire
from political life**. Haidar, who was only waiting for this opportunity,
quietly slipped into his shoes. Soon, however, Haidar found his position
threatened by a conspiracy organised by his diwan, Khande Rao, who
wanted to oust him from power and take his place, and by the Raja who
felt that the change had not improved his prospects. But Haidar, owing
to his fertility of mind, strong determination and courage, succeeded in
defeating his enemies. By 1761 he had become the undisputed ruler
of Mysore.”.

After this Haidar embarked upon his career of conquest; and
although he suffered some setback because of the three Maratha invasions
of Mysore (1764-72), he had succeeded by 1778 in carving out for
himself an extensive kingdom.

Birth of Tipu

Haidar’s first wife was the daughter of Sayyid Shahbaz, commonly
known as Shah Mian Saheb, a pirzada of Sira. She gave birth to a
daughter but, while in child-birth, she was attacked with dropsy which
made her paralytic for the rest of her life.** Haidar then married
Fatima, also called Fakhr-un-Nissa, who was the daughter of Mir Muin-ud-

81 Jkid., pp. 406-7. ** Kirmani, p. 30.
* Ibid., pp. 31—3; Wilks, i, p. 412. ' 1bid., pp. 415-6.
38 Ibid., p. 46sf. ** Kirmani, p. 18.
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din,”” for some years the Governor of the fort of Cuddapah. When she
became pregnant, she, with her husband, paid a visit to the tomb of
Tipu Mastan Aulia in Arcot,*® and prayed for her safe and easy delivery
and for the birth of a son. Her prayers were answered and on Friday,
the 20th Zil-Hijja, 1163 A.H. (November 10, 1750) a son was born to
her at Devanhalli, where she had been living ever since its capture by
the Mysoreans in 1749, and was named Tipu Sultan atter the name of
the saint. He was also called Fath Ali after his grandfather Fath

Muhammad.*®

It has been suggested by some writers that Sultan was the title
adopted by Tipu when he succeeded his father. But it appears from
most of the contemporary sources that Sultan was a part of Tipu's name
and was not a title.!* It is true that in the English and French con-
temporary accounts, Tipu, as a prince, is called Tipu Saheb, and imme-
diately after his father's death he is mentioned as Tipu Sultan and
sometimes as Nawab Tipu Sultan. But, it must be remembered that
Europeans in those days used oriental names in a very loose and in-
accurate manner. Besides, there is no evidence to show that Tipu
assumed the title of either Sultan or Nawab at the time of his accession.
It was in 1787 that he adopted the title of Padshah after the conclusion
of his war with the Marathas.

The information regarding the early years of Tipu's life is very
scanty; only a few stray facts are known about it. When Khande Rao
plotted the destruction of Haidar, Tipu was with his father at Seringa-
patam and was only ten years old. Haidar Ali, realizing that his life
was in danger, and that he would not be able to defend himself, escaped

S Ibid., p. 19; Karnama-i-Haidari, p. 864. Mir Ali Raza Khan was her
brother.  He plaved a distinguished part in the reign of Haidar. He was killed
in the battle of Porto Novo (July 1781). Miles in his translation of Nishan-i-
Haidari (p. 26) says that Haidar married the sister-in-law of Ali Raza Khan.
But this is an incorrect translation. (See Kirmani, R.A.S.B.MS. No. 200, f.10a).

* His tomb was built by Nawab Saadatullah Khan in about 1729. (See
Bowring, Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan, p. 118 footnote). When Haidar occupied
Arcot in 1780 he paid a visit ¢ the tomb and gave generous offerings. (Hamid
Khan, f. 30b-31a).

** Kirmani, pp. 19-20; Karnama-i-Haidari, p. 864. I have not been able
to find out the meaning of the word ‘ Tipu'. Probably like many other names
it is meaningless. It is commonly thought that Tipu means tiger in Kanarese.
but the Kanarese word for a tiger is huli, and for a lion simha. (For a fuller
treatment of this point, see Bowring, Haidar Ali and Tipu Sultan, pp. 223-4).

4 Kirmani says that he was named Tipu Sultan. Peixoto, Hamid Khan
and Tarikh-i-Tipu also refer to him as Tipu Sultan both while he was a prince
and a ruler. It must be remembered that ‘Sultan’ was also a part of the
name of Tipu's soms.
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from the capital on the night of August 12, 1760, leaving behind Tipu
with the rest of the family. Khande Rao removed them to a house
near the mosque inside the fort of Seringapatam, and placed a guard
outside; otherwise he treated them kindly.’ On the reconquest of
Seringapatam, Haidar removed his family to Bangalore which he regard-
ed as safer than the capital. And when Bednur was conquered in 1763,
Tipu was sent there.**

Education

Although himself illiterate, Haidar appointed able teachers to give
his son the usual scholastic education of a Muslim prince. Tipu was
also taught riding, shooting and fencing, and attended his father in
military reviews in order to acquire knowledge in discipline and the
art of war, especially as practised by the Europeans. His military
preceptor was Ghazi Khan who was the best partisan officer in Haidar’s
service.'* The names of his teachers of Persian, Arabic, Quran, Figh
and other subjects are not known.

When in 1760 Haidar invaded Malabar, Tipu, who was at this
time only fifteen years of age, was ordered to accompany him in order
to gain experience of actual warfare.** On one occasion, in the course
of this campaign, Tipu displayed great dash and courage. Haidar
attacked Balam, a hilly country lying to the south of Bednur. Its poligar
was defeated, but he refused to surrender. Tipu, in the meantime, with
only two or three thousand troops penetrated through thick, dark
forests to the place where the poligar’s family and dependants had taken
refuge, and attacked them. He slew many and captured the rest. This
obliged the poligar to surrender. His example was followed by other
Malabar chiefs who hastened to acknowledge Haidar as their suzerain.*®
Haidar was so proud of his son’s exploit that he conferred on him the
command of 200 horse to act as his bodyguard. Soon after the number
was raised to 500 and a suitable jagir consisting of the districts of
Malvalli, Konanur, Dharmapuri, Pennagaram and Tenkarai-Kottai, was
assigned to him.*®

The First Anglo-Mysore War

When the First Anglo-Mysore War (1767-1769) broke out the
English were supported by the Nizam and the Marathas. But Haidar

¢ Punganuri, p. 8; Wilks, i, p. 469. 4 Punganuri, p. 33.
4 Ibid., Stewart, Memoirs of Hyder and Tippoo, p. 43 ; Wilks, ii, p. 300.
4 Punganuri, p. 33 4 Kirmani, pp. 96-97.

* Punganuri, p. 33. Malvalli is in Mysore District, Mysore ; Konanur is
in Hassan District, Mysore ; the other three places are in Salem District, Madras.
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succeeded in breaking up the coalition and isolating the English. He
first detached the Marathas and made peace with them, and then tried
to win over the Nizam who lay encamped at Chennapatna, about 37
miles south-west of Bangalore. On June 11, 1767, he sent Tipu,
accompanied by Mahfuz Khan and Mir Al Raza, to the Nizam with
five elephants, ten beautiful horses and cash and jewels as presents for
him.*” Tipu was received with kindness by the Nizam who addressed
him as Nasib-ud-daulah** (the fortune of the State), gave him gifts of
robes and jewels and conferred upon him the utle of Fath Ali Khan
Bahadur.** The young prince carried on the negotiations with tact, and
in the end succeeded in persuading the Nizam to change sides and join
Haidar in fighting the English.

On his return to Seringapatam on June 19, Tipu was given his
first nominal command under his military preceptor Ghazi Khan, and
was ordered to proceed towards Madras, Mir Ali Raza Khan, Mukhdum
Saheb and Muhammad Ali also accompanied him.  But while the Mysore
horse were engaged in plundering St. Thome and the very country
houses of the Madras councillors, and had thrown the inhabitants of
the town into the greatest consternation, he received a letter from
Haidar, who had been defeated by Smith at Tiruvannamalai,®® ordering
him to return immediately. He, theretore, at once retraced his steps.’?
Major Fitzgerald and Colonel Tod tried to intercept him, but Tipu was
much too quick for them and succeeded in joining the main army which lay
encamped about ten miles from Vaniyambadi.®* He was received by
his father like a youthful hero whose exploits offered the only consolation
for his own defeats.”® Tipu was at this time only 17 years old.

The defeat at Tiruvannamalai did not dishearten Haidar, and
although the monsoon had started, he continued his preparations for
the next campaign. Early in November he marched from Kaveripatnam®*
to attack Tiruppatur® and Vaniyambadi. Tipu accompanied his father
and helped him in the conquest of the two forts. He was also present
when, immediately after, Ambur was besieged. Haidar lay before the
place for about four weeks but failed to capture it owing to the gallant

47 Ibid., p. 16 ; Kirmani, pp. 128-29. ® Ivid., p. 129.

4* Hamid Khan, f. 21b.

80 It is a small town in South Arcot District, Madras.

®! Kirmani, p. 132 ; Wilks, i, p. 587.

** Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, p. 118. Vaniyambadi is a town in Salem District,

Madras.
# Michaud, i, p. 5I. 541t is a viilage in Salem District, Madras.

& Jt is a town in Salem District, Madras.
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resistance offered by Captain Calvert, and on the approach of the English
army under Colonel Smith, he withdrew. Smith reached Ambur on
December 6, and the next morning he marched to attack Haidar who
was encamped at Vaniyambadi. He took Haidar by surprise and
succeeded in dislodging him from the place. Tipu, who commanded
the Mysore cavalry, distinguished himself on this occasion, and by holding
in check the English advance secured a safe retreat for the main army
to Kaveripatnam.**

On December 14, 1767, Tipu, again accompanied by Ghazi Khan,
was sent with a light corps to reinforce Lutf Ali Beg who was engaged
with the Epglish on the Malabar coast. He was at Bednur when he
heard of the capture of Mangalore by Major Garvin and Captain Watson
on March 1, 1768. He at once set out with 1,000 horse and 3,000 foot.
On the 7th there was a skirmish, but Tipu avoided giving battle and
retreated. He attacked the English on the 15th and the 16th, but was
repulsed. On May 2, however, he succeeded in capturing the bazar of
Mangalore, but was defeated in the attempt to seize the fort. But the
English failed to hold out much longer. On hearing that Tipu was
reinforced by an army of 4.000 foot and 2,000 horse and with a train
of artillery, and that Haidar himself had come down to the coast to
join him, they decided to evacuate the fort. Their retreat was so panicky
that they left behind their sick and wounded consisting of 80 Europeans
and 180 sepoys, and most of their arms and ammunition,®” and “the
sepoys were said in the confusion to have fired upon their European
comrades.”*® After this Tipu occupied Mangalore, and Haidar on his
arrival on the coast expelled the English from the rest of his Malabar
possessions.*® Tipu continued to fight side by side with his father until
the end of March, 1769, when Haidar dictated peace terms to the English
before the very gates of Madras.

The Maratha-Mysore War (1769-1772)

In November 1769 the Marathas invaded Mysore. Haidar wanted
te avoid pitched battles; his policy was to harass the enemy and thus
compel them to withdraw from his kingdom. Accordingly, Tipu was
despatched to destroy forage, poison wells and tanks, and to persuade
the people to retire from their villages into the neighbouring forts. He

¢ Kirmani, pp. 133-34. According to Kirmani Haidar defcated Smith at
Vaniyambadi.

" Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, p. 128.
** Cadell, History of the Bombay Army, p. 83.
“* Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, p. 128.
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was then required to remain on the outskirts of Bednur to intercept
the convoys coming from Poona. Tipu performed the duties entrusted
to him with considerable success; but, in February 1770, he was recalled
by his father to help him in resisting the Maratha advance.** Tipu
obeyed the summons, and was present with him when the latter, against
the advice of his commanders, decided to retreat from near Melukote®!
to Seringapatam on the night of March 5, 1771. Haidar Ali, according
to Kirmani, “let go the thread or clue of care and caution, and after
eating and drinking what was presented to him, he rose, and the troops
forming by his directions, commenced the march.”** It was, therefore
not surprising that the retreat was turned into a rout. Tipu, being in
charge of the baggage, was in the rear of the army. Haidar sent him
repeated messages to come to the front, but everything was in such
a state of confusion that no word reached him until the next morning,
Wilks states that when Tipu came in the morning, “Hyder not only
accosted him in a strain of the lowest scurrility, but in a paroxysm of
brutal drunken rage, seized a large cane from the hand of one of his
attendants, and gave the heir-apparent a most unroyal and literally
most unmerciful beating.” Tipu felt so angry and hurt at the
humiliation to which he had been unjustly subjected by his father that.
as soon as he withdrew from his presence, he dashed his turban and
sword on the ground, and swore that he would not draw his sword
that day, and he kept his word.*® But this account by Wilks is not
supported by any reliable evidence.

Meanwhile, in the general panic when many important commanders
of Haidar were either killed, escaped or taken prisoners, Tipu escaped
in the garb of a mendicant accompanied by Sayyid Muhammad and
joined his father at Seringapatam. Haidar, overwhelmed with grief at
the thought of the loss of Tipu, was praying for his safety at the tomb
of the saint, Qadir Wali, situated north-east of the fort.*

Although the Marathas had defeated Haidar, they failed to follow
up the victory. They remained so much occupied with plunder that
it was not until ten days had passed that they appeared before Seringa-
patam. Meanwhile, Haidar had completed his preparations for the
defence of the capital. When its siege began, Tipu played an important

¢ Piexoto, v, 163 Wilks, i, p. 685.

° 1t is a sacred town in Seringapatam taluq.

*? Kirmani, p. 102. * Wilks, i, pp. 695-6.

* Haidar-namah, p. 92 ; Wilks, i. 698. Kirmani, p. 104, says that Tipu
escaped in the garb of a Pindari.
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part. He led out sorties, and created disruption in the Maratha ranks.*®
After continuing the siege for about 33 days, Trimbak Rao with-
drew from Seringapatam, and early in October with 35,000 men
he marched to Taniore. From there he set out to plunder the Baramahal
and Coimbatore. Tipu was thereupon despatched to harass Trimbak Rao
and frustrate his designs.®® But he was not successtul, because with only
about 6,000 horse he could not hold his ground against the large Maratha
army. He, therefore, decided to return to the capital. But on his
way back, he succeeded in routing and plundering one of the Maratha
detachments.®”

During the early part of the war. Tipu had been stationed in the
province of Bednur to disrupt the Maratha lines of communications.
He had performed this task with a great deal of success. But after his
recall the Maratha forces were able to receive their supplies
from Poona without any great difficulty. Haidar, thercfore, again sent
Tipu, accompanied by Srinivas Barakki, a noted partisan, with about
4,000 horse to the skirts of Bednur. Haidar's plan was successful, for
the young prince captured a huge convoy coming from Poona.*®* This,
according to Grant Duff, was *“the only success which attended his
(Haidar’s) arms during the whole season.”*® In July 1772 Haidar agreed
to a humiliating peace with the Marathas.

‘In November 1772 the Peshwa Madhav Rao died. This was a
signal for an outburst of dissensions at Poona, which Haidar, as a
skilful politician, could not fail to turn to his advantage. He, therefore,
sent Tipu to reoccupy the territory which the Marathas had wrested
from him. Tipu first besieged Sira, and captured it after a three months’
siege. He then attacked Maddagin” which fell in four days. After
this he occupied Gurramkonda and Chennarayadurga,”* and helped
Haidar in the reduction of Hoskote.”? In 1775 Tipu again helped his
father to conquer Bellary, a dependency of Basalat Jung.”® In 1778, with

** Kirmani, pp. 109-T10.
¢ Ibid., p. 177. ¥ Ibid., p. 173 ; Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, p. 183.

** Wilks, i, p. 702. According to Kirmani, p. 118, the military stores and
provisions captured were laden on 30 elephants, 100 camels and 50 mules.

* Duff, i, p. 560. "It is a taluk in Tumkur District, Mysore.

" 1t is a hill {ortress in Tumkur District, Mysore.

" Kirmani, p. 123 ; Haider-namah, p. 94. Hoskote is a town in Bangalore
District

' Sinha, Haidar Ali, i, p. 216. Dharwar also fell after a protracted siege
towards the close of 1778.
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10,000 selected horsemen, he attacked Dharwar which was garrisoned
by 3,000 troops. He looted the town and the mint, but failed to
capture the fort, and was forced to retreat. However, on his way back
to the main army, he succeeded in occupying Hubli,”* and in February
1779, when Haidar attacked Chitaldrug, he helped him in reducing
the fort.”> Thus between the years 1774 and 1778 Haidar had succeeded
with Tipu's assistance in reconquering not only the territories up to the
Tungabhadra which the Marathas had wrested from him in the previous
wars, but also that part of their kingdom which lay between the
Tungabhadra and the Krishna.

The Second Anglo-Mysore War

On July 20, 1780, Haidar Ali with an army of 90.000 men swept
through the pass of Changama into the Carnatic.”® He sent his second
son Karim to attack Porto Novo, while he himself, with his eldest son
Tipu, proceeded to invest Arcot.

When the news of Haidar’s invasion of the Carnatic reached
Madras, the Governor and Council decided that the main army of the
Company should be assembled and formed under Sir Hector Munro
near Conjeeveram to be joined there by the troops from Guntur under
Colonel Baillie, after which operations should commence against the
Mysoreans. Munro Jeft Madras on August 25 reaching Conjeeveram
after four days, and there waited for Baillie. Hearing of these move-
ments, Haidar despatched Tipu with 10.000 troops and 18 guns to cut
off Baillie’s detachment on its way to join the main army;”” while he
bimself abandoned the cege of Arcot and marched towards Conjeeveram
to keep watch on Munro.

Defeat of Baillie

Ballie, with a corps consisting of 107 Europeans, 2,606 sepoys and
9 guns, reached the river Kortalaiyar on August 25. It was dry then,
and he should have crossed it. Instead, he committed the grave mistake
of encamping on the north bank. That same night the river became
flooded, and as a result, it was not until September 3 that Baillie was
able to cross it. On the 6th, he managed to reach Perambakkam, fifteen

™ Sec. Pro., Dec. 18, 1775, Nos. 13-15.

" Ibid., March 18, 1779 ; Haidar-nasmah, p. 95.

" Wilks, i, p. 812.

" Gleig, Munro, p. 23. According to 2 French version (See Pissurlencar,
Antigualhas, 1, fasc. ii, No 67, p. 242), Tipu was sent with a division of Haidar
All Beg and 5,000 horse.
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miles from Conjeeveram.”® The same day he was attacked by Tipu
who had been continuously harassing him from the time he left the
south bank of the river.

The English occupied a very advantageous position. Two tanks
and some large marshes covered them at nearly all points. Nevertheless,
Tipu’s ardour was not restrained and he attacked. His infantry advanced
in such good order that Baillie thought that Munro himself was coming
to his assistance. But the discharge of rockets from Tipu’s cavalry
on their wings made the English quickly discover their mistake.
They at once replied by a general discharge of their cannon.
As a result Tipu's infantry had to bend. Tipu then led an attack of
his cavalry., But now a winding stream came to the rescue of the
English, for it prevented the Mysoreans from crossing over and reaching
the enemy. After the action had lasted for three hours, Tipu withdrew,
having suffered a loss of goo men from the cannonade.”® He reported to
his father that without reinforcements he would not be able to achieve
his object of routing Baillile. Haidar, therefore, sent a division under
Muhammad Al.* Baillie, who had lost about 250 killed and wounded,**
likewise wrote to Munro that he could not force his way to Conjeeve-
ram, and hoped that the Commander-in-Chief would join him at
Perambakkam.** On the gth morning he received reinforcements of
1.000 men under Colonel Fletcher detached by Munro. The same night
he left Perambakkam, but he had not proceeded even half a mile when
Tipu again began to harass him by gun and rocket fire upon the rear
of the English force. Still, the latter continued to advance, but when
Conjeeveram was only nine miles away, Baillie, against the advice of
Fletcher, his second in command, decided to halt for the rest of the
night instead of continuing the march. He adopted this measure
partly because he wanted to give rest to his troops overpowered by
fatigue, and partly because he thought that by morning Munro would
come to his assistance.”® But Munro did not come, and so his halt
proved fatal and unnecessary, and Tipu was not slow to take advantage of
it. Tipu ordered his guns to be placed during the night in an

' Fortescue, iii, p. 442. Perambakkam is a village in Chingleput District,
Madras.

™ Pissurlencar, Antigualhas, i, fasc, ii, No. 67, p. 243.
8 Ibid.

" Ibid. But according to the English accounts Baillie lost 100 killed and
wounded.

*2 Fortescue, iii, p. 443.
** Kirmani, p. 196 ; Innes Munro, p. 150.
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advantageous position and at once wrote to his father to support the
attack with the main army. Haidar Ali, having ascertained from his
spies that Munro would not leave his position, sent away the bulk of
his infantry and artillery in the evening to reinforce Tipu.** At 4 o'clock
in the morning he himself set off to take part in the attack on Baillie.
Munro’s stupor remained unbroken. Accordingly, when the next
morning at five the English force began its march and had not
proceeded more than six miles, a heavy fire from Tipu's guns opened
on their rear, while Haidar’s cavalry appeared on their flanks.
Baillie, nevertheless, continued to advance and bravely resisted the
attacks of the enemy. But finding the fire unbearable, he halted ncar
the village of Pollilore® and engaged the enemy’s batteries with his
own guns, at the same time ordering ten companies of sepoys under
Captains Rumtry and Gowdie to storm Tipu's guns. They succeeded
in taking three or four, but, having lost their order during the advance,
they had to relinquish the prize; and during the confusion which
followed, they were charged by a large body of Mysore cavalry which
cut most of them to picces.”® An hour later, Haidar himself advanced
to the attack. At first his troops were taken for Munro's by the English
detachment, and a great shout of joy rose up from everyone. But when
they found that the new troops were not Munro's but Haidar's, their
joy was turned to dismay. Within a short time they were surrounded
by Haidar's cavalry, while his artillery opened a cross-fire on them. The
English, thereupon, formed themselves into a square and bravely resisted
the attacks of the Mysoreans. But scon after, Lally, perceiving that
the English had placed their ammunition behind a small ravine, ordered
his artillery to aim at it. They succeeded in blowing up three of
the English tumbrils. This spread consternation in the English force.
Taking advantage of this a fresh charge of cavalry was made. The
Indian sepoys, who had to bear the chief brunt of the attack, became
completely demoralised and they either fled or were killed. Baillie,
however, rallied the Europeans who had also been thrown into con-
fusion. But, soon, finding that resistance was useless, he surrendered.®”
200 Europeans, including 50 officers, most of them wounded, were taken

® Fortescue, iii, p. 444.
*8 1t is a village about 6 miles from Conjeeveram.

*¢ Fortescue, iii, pp. 444-45. Wilks, ii, p. 20, says that the loss of the
sepoys was slight, but he is always in the habit of minimising the English
losses.

% Fortescue, iii, pp. 446-47 ; Pissurlencar, Antigualhas, i, fasc. ii, pp.
243-44 ; Kirmani, p. 198.
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prisoners.®* These were the remnants of Baillie's total force of
3,853 men. The Mysorean losses amounted to about 2 or 3,000 men.*®
When the English prisoners were brought before Haidar he pitied their
condition, treated them kindly and gave them each a piece of cloth
and a rupee.’® They were then sent off to Seringapatam. Wilks says
that the massacre of the English troops continued even after quarter
was given, and that “Hyder's young soldiers in particular amused them-
selves with fleshing their swords and exhibiting their skill on men
inhumanly mangled; on the sick and wounded in the doolies; and even
on women and children.......... ..and none escaped this brutal treatment,
excepting the few who were saved by the humane interposition of the
French officers, particularly Monsieur Pimorin and Monsieur Lally.”**
But this account appears to be a fabrication, because it is not supported
by any reliable evidence.

The disaster which befell Baillie’s army was according to Sir
Thomas Munro “the severest blow that the English ever sustained in
India.”** And for this the main responsibility rests with Munro, who
refused to move from his camp in Conjeeveram for the sake of his
stores and heavy guns. When at last he did move in the morning, his
march was so aimless and tardy that he was too late to rescue Baillie,
and on hearing the fate of the English detachment, returned to Conjeeve-
ram. Demoralised by the defeat of Baillie, and finding himself without
provisions—for the stock of provisions he now discovered were barely
sufficient for one day’s consumption—he decided to retreat to Madras.
The heavy guns and all stores which could not be carried, were thrown
into a large tank and the retreat commenced early on the morning of
September 11.**

If after Baillie’s retreat Haidar Ali had attacked Munro with
his whole army, he would have not only destroyed his army but would
have met with hardly any serious opposition up to the gates of Madras.
“I am almost confident,” wrote Sir Eyre Coote, “had Hyder Ali followed
up his success at that time to the gates of Madras, he would have been

® Fortescue, iii, p. 447 ; Wilson, ii, p. 8.
¢ Kirmani, p. 198.

**Hamid Khan, ff. zoa-3ob.  Tipu also treated the prisoners with great
humanity. (See Lawrence, Captives of Tipu Sulian, p. 130).

* Wilks. ii, p. 22. The French accounts and Hamid Khan do not mention
these atrocities. Even Innes Munro does not say anything ahout them, although
he mentions that 16 English officers and privates remained unhurt due to the
clemency of the French hussars.

% Gleig, Munro, p. 25.  Fortescue, iii, p. 448.
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in possession of that most important fortress.”® But Haidar missed
the opportunity and, instead of setting out with his whole force, he
merely despatched Tipu with some cavalry in pursuit of Munro. Tipu
harassed the English troops all the way to Chingleput, captured the
whole of their baggage, and killed and wounded 500 men.”* Munro,
however, succeeded in reaching Chingleput on the morning of September
32, and after joining the detachment from the south under Colonel
Cosby, resumed the march next day and arrived safely at Marmalong,
about four miles south of Madras, on the 15th.

On the 19th Haidar left Conjeeveram, and proceeded to
capture Arcot the siege of which had been postponed because of
Munro’s approach. The place had been strengthened under the super-
vision of a European engineer, but after six weeks two practicable breaches
were effected, and so on October 31 Tipu and Maha Mirza Khan were
ordered to carry out a simultaneous assault. Tipu failed in the attempt,
but Maha Mirza Khan succeeded in entering the breach. Tipu, there-
upon, rallied his men and made a fresh attack. This time he succeeded
and easily occupied the town. The loss of the town disheartened the
garrison who immediately after surrendered. They were given favourable
terms which were strictly adhered to by Haidar.*®

After the conquest of Arcot, Tipu was ordered to march against
Satghur, Ambur and Tiagar.”” Satghur was a strong fort with a garrison
of 2,000 men and sufficient provisions and ammunition to withstand a
long siege. But when Tipu surrcunded the place, Wali Muhammad
Khan, its Commandant, seeing the strength of the Mysore army, lost
heart and capitulated on January 13, 1781, °*

From Satghur Tipu proceeded to attack the fort of Ambur. It
contained a garrison of brave soldiers commanded by an Englishman,
named Captain Keating, who refused to surrender and bravely defended
the place for over a month. But after the walls were breached, and his
ammunition was exhausted, he capitulated on the 15th.*

During this period Tiagar was also reduced by Tipu. After

*¢ Sec. Pro., Nov. 18, 1780, pp. 2137-8.

** Inpes Munro, pp. 172. ** Wi'ks, ii, pp. 34-35.

" Satghur and Ambur are in Nerth Arcot District. Tiagar is a village in
South Arcot District.

*Kirmani, p. 205-6.

* Sec. Pro., April z7, 1781, p. 1050 ; Wilson, ii, p. 13; Kirmani, p. 206.
Kirman: says that the Commandant held out for 15 days.
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cannonading the fort for about four weeks, its walls were breached and
Tipu prepared to make an assault. But owing to the shortage of water,
Roberts, its Commandant, agreed to surrender. Tipu thereupon ordered
the firing to cease. However, as during the night there was a rainfall
which temporarily relieved the garrison, and as Roberts heard that Sir
Eyre Coote was hurrying up to his relief, instead of capitulating the
next morning, as agreed upon, he opened fire from the guns of the fort.
Hostilities, therefore, recommenced. But very soon the garrison was
again driven to extremity, for Coote had been unable to render them
any assistance. After making only a single march towards Tiagar he
had become inactive owing to the lack of military supplies. The
Commandant, therefore, again offered to capitulate. But this time Tipu
refused to listen to him, and gave orders to assault the fort which, after
severe fighting, was occupied on June 7. The Commandant and
other officers were taken prisoners.'"”
forts in the locality and occupied them one by one without great

difficulty. He then returned to his father, who was at Arcot with the
101

Tipu next marched against other

main army, and was honoured with gifts.

Shortly after Tipu was ordered by his father to resume the siege
of Wandiwash which had been abandoned in January 1781 on the
approach of Sir Eyre Coote. Tipu invested the place on June 22 with
thirteen pieces of battering  train, supported by an “adequate
force,”'"* and took possession of the pettah. He then made prepara-
tions for hesicging the citadel and succeeded in completely surrounding
it.  But just when he was ready to open the batteries to effect a
breach, he received an order from Haidar to capture it by an escalade
and then to proceed to intercept the English detachment coming from
Bengal by land. Tipu, therefore, changed his own plan of attack and
made an attempt at escalade on the night of July 16, but was
repulsed partly because Captain Flint had been informed of the impend-
ing attack and had accerdingly prepared for it. and partly because the
news of the defeat of Haidar by Coote at Porto Novo had damped

"z

10 Kirmani, pp. z2vo-rr; Wilks, ii, p. 46.
' Innes Munro, p. 200.

19 Wilks, ii, p. 63. According 1o Sce. Pro., Sept. 7. 17871, p. 2053, Tipu had
30,000 troops. But this is an overstatement.



ANCESTRY, EARLY LIFE AND ACCESSION 21

the spirit of the assailants.!®® After this failure, Tipu, on hearing of the
arrival of Coote at Karunguli'® on his way to relieve Wandiwash, raised
the siege and set off towards Conjeeveram to intercept the English
forces sent from Bengal under Colonel Pearse. He assembled his forces
at Gummadipundi half-way on the high road from Madras to Nellore,
expecting that the detachment would march along this ordinary road.
But Pearse took the shorter route, although more difficult, which passed
hetween the lake of Pulicat and the sea along the shore, and succeeded
in joining Coote at Pulicat on August 2."** Having thus failed to intercept
the English detachment, Tipu returned to his father at Arcot in the
first week of August.

Defeat of Brasthwaste

From Arcot Tipu was sent to Tanjore where he inflicted a crushing
defeat on Colonel Braithwaite on February 18, 1782. Braithwaite,
who commanded the Company’s forces in Tanjore with 100 Europeans,
1,500 Indian troops and 300 cavalry, lay encamped at the village of
Kumbalonam on the banks of the Coleroon. He was in an open
country but, being protected by large and deep rivers, he considered
himself perfectl secure from any surprise attack. Tipu invaded Tanjore
with 10,000 horse, an equal number of infantry, 20 pieces of cannon
and 400 Europeans under Lally, and after capturing a number of places
attacked the English. He was so swift in his movements that the
latter were completely taken by surprise. Colonel Braithwaite tried to
retreat to Tanjore but found it impossible as he was surrounded from
all sides by the enemy. He, therefore, formed the army into a hollow
square, with the artillery outside and cavalry in the centre, and prepared
to resist. The incessant fire from the guns of the Mysoreans and the
attacks of their cavalry inflicted great loss upon the English army. The
latter, however, bravely held its ground for about twenty-six hours (from

** Sec. Pro., Sept. 7, 1781, p. 2053 ; Wilks, ii, p. 64. During the period
that Tipu was operating in the North and South Arcot Districts, and against
Wandiwash, Haidar was campaigning in Tanjore. On Junme 16, 1781, Coote
proceeded from the neighbourhood of Cuddalore to expel the Mysoreans from
there, and to give protection to Trichinopoly against which Haidar was pre-
paring to march. Haidar decided to check the English advance, and even
prepared to hazard a battle. ‘* He was dissuaded, it is said, but in vain,
from this rash design by the prudence of his eldest son.”” (Mill, iv, p. 147).
The result was that Haidar was defeated by Coote on July 1, 1781, in the battle
of Porto Novo, and sustained severe loss. (For this battle see Sec. Pro., Sept.
7, 1781, pp. 2037-52).

"1t is a village with historic fort in Chingleput District, about 45 miles
south of Madras.

1% Sec. Pro., Sept. 7, 1781, p. 2071.
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February 16 to 18) but they failed to withstand the last attack led by
Lally with his 400 Europeans, supported by the Mysore cavalry, and
became panic-stricken.!*® Braithwaite, therefore, sued for protection which
was immediately given. It is wrong to say that, but for the mediation of
Lally, the English troops would have been brutally massacred. In
reality, after Braithwaite had sent a flag of truce not a single person
was killed, and although his troops were taken prisoners,’*” they were
not badly treated. One of the prisoners himself testified that Tipu
“paid them every attention that was necessary. He not only furnished
them with clothes and money, but at the same time gave strict orders
to all his keeladars to be attentive to them during their march to Haidar’s
army, who was then lying at Conjeeveram.”’"®

The result of Tipu's victory over Braithwaite was that it totally
disconcerted Coote’s plans, and enabled the Sultan easily to occupy a
large part of Tanjore. Tipu continued to operate in the south until
he was ordered by Haidar to join the French troops who had arrived
under Duchemin at Porto Novo on February 25, 1782. Accordingly,
he proceeded to Porto Novo where he joined the French, and at the
end of March moved with them against Cuddalore which was invested
on April 2. As it was poorly defended, it capitulated the next
evening. It proved to be a convenient station, both naval and military,
to the French. From Cuddalore Tipu, along with the French troops.
proceeded on May 1 to effect a junction with his father. The united
armies marched on Perumukkal, a hill fort situated about twenty miles
north-west of Pondicherry, and appeared before it on May r11.
As soon as Coote heard of this, he marched to its relief, but owing to
a violent storm accompanied by rains his progress was arrested, so that
when he reached Karunguli he heard that Perumukkal had capitulated
on the 16th.’® From Perumukkal the united forces marched to
Wandiwash where they had not been more than four days when, on
hearing of the approach of the English, they withdrew towards Pondi-
cherry. Coote, anxious to give battle tc Haidar, followed him. The

*Mill, iv, pp. 172-73.

7 Qec. Pro., March 11, 1782, p. 683. ‘' Colonel Braithwaite, sometime
after the engagement began, sent a flag of truce to the enemy, after which no
?;5:2;1 was killed, but the remainder of the garrison was taken prisoner.”

id).

., " Lawrence, Captives of Tipu Sultan, p. 126. Mill also observes: ‘‘And
it is but justice to add, that Tipu treated his prisoners, especiallv the officers
and wounded men, with real attention and humanity.” (Mill, iv, p. 173).

** Sec. Pro., June 6, 1782 pp. 1921-3, 1930. N
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latter entrenched himself in a strong position near Kilyanur, fourteen
miles north-west of Pondicherry. The English General, realizing that
it would be dangerous to fight on the ground chosen by the enemy,
moved towards Arni on the 30th,!** which, because of its central position,
was Haidar’s chief depot for storing military supplies. Coote calculated
that a move to this place would oblige the Mysoreans to leave their
strong position at Kilyanur. He was right in his judgment,”" for as soon
as Haidar heard of this advance, he detached Tipu the same evening
with orders to proceed to Arni and reinforce it, following himself the
next day without his French allies who refused to accompany him.
Tipu by forced marches reached Arni accompanied by Lally and occupied
a commanding position on June 2. At 8 o'clock in the morning when
the advance guard had reached the ground near the fort on which Coote
intended to encamp, Haidar commenced a very brisk though distant
cannonade in its rear, while Tipu opened a heavy fire from the front.''*
This was an embarrassing situation for the English army which was
in a hollow with commanding ground all round.!’* However, by
ten Coote retrieved the situation and attacked Haidar who retreated
across the river of Arni leaving a gun, five tumbrils full of ammunition,
and two carts loaded with shot which had got stuck in the bed of the
river.''* This was probably only a tactical retreat.’* Coote returned
on June 4 to resume the siege of Arni. But owing to the presence of
Haidar in the neighbourhood this was not possible. Moreover, Tipir
had reinforced the garrison and carried off the treasure from Arni,
Coote, therefore, decided to march back to Madras, !¢

After this Tipu continued campaigning in Tanjore until November,
when he was ordered by Haidar to proceed to the west coast for
the protection of his Malabar possessions menaced by the Company’s
forces.

Tipu is Sent to Malabar

On February 8, 1782, Sardar Khan, who had invested Tellicherry,
was defeated by Major Abington. He lost all his military equipment

1 Sec. Pro., July 4. 1782, pp. 2054-5.
1 Ibid., p. 2147 1 Wilks, i, p. 137.
13 Sec. Pro., July 4, 1782, p. 2055. 14 1bid., p. 206z.

15 Haidar-namah, p. 97, attributes the victory to Haidar. It is significant
that Haidar’s loss in the battle of Arni was slight. Coote observed: ‘I do
not conceive it could have been considerable. We captured 30 or 40 horses of
all kinds.”” The English casualties, on the other hand, were 74 men and 7
borses. (Sec. Pro., July 4, p. 2149.)

18 Tbid,
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and was taken prisoner with about 1,200 men.'’” But he felt so
ashamed of his defeat that he committed suicide soon after.!’® The
English followed up their victory by capturing the French fort of
Mahe the next day, and Calicut on the 13th.’*®

Hearing of these losses, Haidar sent Mukhdum Ali to the Malabar
coast. But Mukhdum also failed to make any progress, and on Apnl 7
he was defeated and killed at Trikalur, about sixteen miles east
of Calicut, by Colonel Humberstone who had been sent by the Bombay
Government to act with Major Abington from Tellicherry against
Haidar’s kingdom on the Malabar coast.’** After this victory Humber-
stone returned to Calicut in May because, owing to heavy rains and
the stubborn resistance offered by the Mysoreans, he had failed to push
his way to Palghat. But in the third week of May he again set out
from Calicut, and after occupying Ramagiri Kota'* on September 21,
marched on Palghat. He made repeated attempts to capture it but
it proved too formidable. Finally, on October 21, owing to a
judicious and bold attack by the Mysoreans, he lost nearly all his provi-
sions and ammunition. He was, therefore, left with no alternative but
to retreat to the coast as fast as he could. During the march his troops
were constantly harassed by the Mysoreans who hung on their flanks
and rear.’** On November 18, when he reached Ramagiri Kota, he
heard the news of Tipu's approach with a large army including Lally’s
corps.

The news of the disaster which befell Mukhdum'’s army greatly
perturbed Haidar. He, therefore, ordered Tipu to proceed to the west
coast to retrieve the situation. Accordingly, as soon as the state of the
season appeared favourable, Tipu hurried from the vicinity of Karur to
the relief of Palghat and reached there on November 16. But finding
that Humberstone had already left, he immediately set out in pursuit,
and on the morning of the 19th his advanced parties succeeded in
overtaking the English army which had marched but a few miles from
Ramagiri. Humberstone was, thereupon, obliged to make “a very rapid
retreat,”’** followed by Tipu who continued to harass and cannonade

17 Cadell, History of the Bombay Army, p. 100 ; Wilks, ii, p. 108.

1t Haidar-namah, p. 97.

1* Cadell, History of the Bombay Army, p. 100.

320 Sec. Pro., May 23, 1782, p. 1684.

% It is a village situated about half-way between Calicut and Palghat.

¥ Mill, iv, p. 183.

1% My. Cons., Jan., 1783, Macleod to Madras, Nov. 30, 1782, vol. 85, p. 94.
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the English army throughout the day until he reached the river Ponnani
towards dark. Tipu had so far conducted the expedition with great
swiftness and ability, but now he neglected to keep watch over the
movements of the English troops under the impression that, as the
river was impassable, they were at his mercy and were trapped. This
lack of vigilance on his part was taken advantage of by the English
troops who, after finding a ford, which was for an ordinary man chin-
deep, crossed the river under cover of night. As soon as Tipu
came to know of it he at once set out in pursuit of the English. But they
had such a big start that Tipu, in spite of the rapidity of his move-
ment, could not overtake them and they succeeded in reaching the
town of Ponnani.'*!

On reaching Ponnani, Tipu, with Lally’s assistance, began operations
against 1t.  On the morning of November 29 he made a strong and well
designed assault in four columns on the position of Colonel Macleod
who had arrived from Calicut the previous evening 1o reinforce
Humbcrstone. But he failed to achieve any success. The position
occupied by Macleod was very strong. The sea was on one side, the
river on the cther, while the front was protected by a wood and a
morass.’*”  Tipu, nevertheless, continued to blockade the town, and was
thinking of attacking it again when he received the news of his father's
death.

Haidar's Death and his Will

Haidar had been suffering from carbuncle since November 1782.
But at first it was considered by his physicians to be an ordinary boil.
Soon, however, the true nature of the disease was found out, and the
Hindu, Muslim and French physicians tried their best to cure him, but
in vain. His health continued to deteriorate and he expired on the
night of December 7, 1782, at Narasingarayanpet near Chittoor at the
age of 6o.

There were various rumours current at the time regarding Haidar’s
last advice to Tipu. Those that emanated from the English side
suggested that a few days before his death Haidar had written to Tipu
that his struggle with the English had been futile, for they were too
powerful to be crushed, and had, therefore, advised him to make peace

134 Wilks, ii, pp. 163-64. Ponnani is a town and port in Malabar District,

Madras.
135 Memoir of John Campbell, p. 34 ; Mly. Cons., Jan. 1783, vol. 85A, p. 144.
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with them and not to trust the French any longer.!*® According to another
English source, Tipu was supposed to have found, while performing the
last rites to his father’s body, a scrap of paper in Haidar's turban in which
he was advised to make peace with the English."*” According to Michaud,
on the other hand, Haidar advised Tipu to ally himself with the French,
for only with their help could the English, who were the strongest power
in India, be driven out of the country.'*®

Both these accounts appear to be untrustworthy, since neither of
them is corroborated by any reliable contemporary evidence. The
English versions were merely wishful thinking, representing the desire of
the Madras Government for a speedy end of the war. Moreover, they
were intended to show the world that even a powerful ruler like Haidar
was in the end obliged to recognise the invincible might of the English.
The real fact, however, is that, before he died, Haidar sent for his secre-
tary and ordered him to write to Tipu that he should immediately
return to him after making suitable arrangements for the defence of
his Malabar possessions.’**  Then, on the afternoon of the day he expired,
he called his high officials like Purnaiya, Krishna Rao. Shamaiya, Abu
Muhammad, Mir Sadiq, Muhammad Ali, Badr-uz-zaman Khan, Ghazi
Khan and Maha Mirza Khan, and told them that he would soon die and
requested them that, after he was no more, they should serve his son
Tipu as faithfully as they had served him.'*

As soon as Haidar died, his chief officers held a meeting and decided
that his death must be kept a secret till the arrival of Tipu in order to
prevent any possibility of rebellion. At the same time Maha Mirza
Khan was at once despatched to the Prince with the news of Haidar’s
death. Haidar’s body was deposited in a large chest and sent under an
escort as if it were a valuable treasure being despatched to Seringa-
patam. At Kolar the body was for the time being deposited in the
tomb of Fath Muhammad.'® It was afterwards removed to Seringapatam
and was buried in the grand mausoleum built by Tipu.'*?

% Ibid,, Jan. 23, 1783, vol. 85A, pp. 427-28 : Mly. Desp. to Court, vol.
xviii, pp. 66-67.

1" Sec. Pro., Feb. 10, 1783. #Michaud, i, p. 8a.
1 Kirmani, p. 248.

W Haiday-namah, p. 100. Haidar-namak does not mention the names of
Badr-uz-zaman Khan, Maha Mirza, Ghazi Khan and Muhammad Ali. But
Haidar must have invited them because they too enjoyed his confidence.

" Kirmani, pp. 249-50 ; Haiday-namah, p. 100.
13 Kirmani, p. 262.
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In spite of every precaution the news of Haidar’s death leaked out,
and certain malcontents tried to exploit the situation. Muhammad Amin,
who commanded 4,000 stable horse and was the cousin-german of
Haidar, formed a conspiracy with Shums-ud-din, the Bakhshi, to over-
throw the provisional Government and proclaim Abdul Karim, Haidar’s
second son, as ruler. They selected him as their candidate because he
was a man of weak intellect and would permit them to rule in his name.
But the plot was discovered. Boudelot, a French officer, who too was
in the plot, confessed everything on being given assurance of personal
security. Muhammad Amin and Shums-ud-din had therefore no other
alternative but to confess their guilt. They were put in irons and sent
to Seringapatam.’** Similarly, some other mischievous elements also tried
to raise their heads but they were suppressed by Poulet, the second
Captain of the regiment d'Austrasia, who remained loyal to Tipu.’**

Apart from these sporadic cases there was no serious rising and the
business of the Government continued to be carried on as usual. The
reason was that the army was loyal to him'** and, “in general, had the
highest opinion of Tipu's humanity and abilities to command them, and
were highly confident that they would succeed while he commanded
them. Their idea of Karim Sahib was that he was of no experience and
did not possess any good sense.!**

Tipu received his father's letter on the afternoon of December 11,
1782, and set out next morning with great speed towards Chit-
toor. On reaching Coimbatore he appointed Sayyid Muhammad
Mehdevi Commandant of Seringapatam in place of Muhammad Shitab,'?
and ordered Arshed Beg Khan, who had been appointed by Haidar to
rake charge of the Government of Malabar, to remain on the defensive
at Palghat. Tipu's marches were at first the longest that his troops
could bear, but they became shorter on receiving the information that
the army and the chief officials were loyal to him. He reached Chuck-
maloor, situated on the river Pennar, where the main army was now
encamped, on January 2, 1783. He refused to be received with any
display of pomp or show and entered the camp after sunset in simple

1% Wilks, ii, pp. 169-70.
3 F.AMS. No. 400, Bussy to Castries, March 3r, 1783.
t#¢ Mly. Conms., Feb. 1, 1783, Macleod to Stuart, Jan. 31, vol. 85 B, p. 512.

138 Sec. Pro., Jan. 13, 1783. Letter from Geo. Taylor, Asst. Secretary to
General Stuart, Dec. 11, 1782.

Y7 Tarikh-i-Tipu, f. gsa.
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style, and when he gave audience to his principal officers he seated him-
self on a plain carpet as an expression of grief for his father.'*®

Tipu succeeded to a large kingdom which was bounded in the
north by the river Krishna, in the south by the state of Travancore and
the district of Tinnevelly, in the east by the Eastern Ghats and in the
west by the Arabian Sea. He succeeded to a treasury at Seringapatam
containing three crores of rupees, besides large quantities of jewels and
valuables.’®® There was also a large treasury at Bednur, but soon after
Haidar’s death it was seized by Ayaz and Matthews. Moreover, he was
left by his father an army of about 88,000 men, excluding garrisons and
provincial troops,'" which was at that time definitely the best fighting
force in India.

The most pressing problem at the moment being the prosecution
of the war, Tipu turned his attention to military matters. He ordered
immediate payment of the arrears to the troops, and laid down that
henceforth they would get their salaries regularly after thirty days. A
French officer was employed to remodel the irregulars and organise the
artillery, and arrangements were made to keep the army constantly
supplied with provisions and other necessities. This was done by abo-
lishing arbitrary control over prices in order to attract traders. The
result of this measure, as testified by Stuart, was that supplies began to
be available in plenty in Tipu's camp.’*! It was also at this time
that the Sultan issued instructions to his officers to treat the prisoners of
war generously. But while he was engaged in these reforms, he heard

of the advance of the English army under General Stuart towards
Wandiwash.

" Wilks, ii, pp. 171-72. 10 Ibid., p. 172.
lbid. According to Punganuri, pp. 34-35, Haidar's army at this time
consisted of 12,000 regular cavalry, 2,000 irregular horse, 30,000 foot, 12,000
Carnatic militia, 5,000 infantry and some artillery.

1 Mly. Cons., Jan. 18, 1783, General Stuart’s Minute, vol. 85A, p. 287.



CHAPTER I

THE WAR WITH THE ENGLISH (Continued)

Defeat of Stuart

The news of Haidar’s death was received with great satisfaction by
the English at Madras. The Governor pointed out that “we must
derive as much advantage out of this as possible,”” and Coote wrote
of “the many beneficial effects which may be expected to our general
interests in India by the important event of Hyder Ali's death. It opens
to us the fairest prospect of securing to the mother country the
rermanent and undisturbed possession of the eastern dominions.”* Even
Nawab Muhammad Ali waxed enthusiastic. “For God's sake,” he
requested the Governor of Madras, “use every exertion at this critical
time."?

The English, however, failed to take advantage of Haidars death.
This was because the succession to the throne in Mysore had been
peaceful; the war of succession between Tipu and Karim. and the
rebellion by important chieftains which the English expected had not
taken place.t In spite of this, if Stuart. who was acting Commander-in-
Chief in place of Coote, had attacked the Mysoreans immediately on
hearing the news of Haidar's death, he would have created a very
embarrassing situation for Tipu who was then on the Malabar coast. In
fact Stuart was advised by the Governor of Madras to undertake the
offensive as it was the most opportune moment. But he remained
inert. At first he refused to believe the news of Haidar's death, but
when he did believe it, he maintained that he could not undertake a
campaign because his army was in a most deplorable state. There was
no rice in stock with the result that the camp followers were dying
in hundreds every day, and nearly half of the army was ill. Trans-
port arrangements were very unsatisfactory because, for want of food and
fodder, there were neither drivers nor bullocks. Moreover, the monsoons
had covered the country with water, and the troops had no tents with
which to protect themselves from the inclemencies of the weather.®

! Sec. Pro., Jan. 6, 1783, Macartney to Bengal, Dec. 13, 1782,

®Ibid., Jan 13, 1783.

* Mly. Cons., Dec. 14, 1782, Nawab to Macartney, Dec. 13, 1782, vol. 83A.,

P- 3905.
¢ Ibid., pp. 3g01-2. ® Ibid., Jan. 18, 1783, vol. 8sA, Pp. 272-3.



30 HISTORY OF TIPU SULTAN

Stuart’s contention that the army was in an unsatisfactory state
was perfectly true. But it was he himself who was responsible fpr
this. Only a month previously he had declared that his army would be in
a position to move in any real emergency,® but when the time came
for action he was caught unprepared. This was because, instead of
organising his troops and preparing for war, he remained engaged in
squabbles with and criticisms of every officer, civil, naval or military, from
the Governor-General to Admiral Hughes.” In consequence, it was
not until February 5, 1783, that he was able to move from Tirupachur®
towards Wandiwash with a view to attacking Tipu, But by this time
the Sultan was well established on the throne of Mysore, and as soon
as he heard of the movement of the English, he immediately set out with
the French troops under Cossigny and encamped in the vicinity of Wandi-
wash. On the 13th the Mysoreans and the English, separated only by a
tributary of the Palar, prepared for battle. Throughout the day there
was a continual exchange of desultory firing, but early next morning the
English retreated towards Wandiwash closely pursued by the Mysoreans
who killed and wounded nearly 200 of them.” Stuart had decided
upon this course at the sight of “the order and discipline of the Sultan’s
army and the imposing appearance of the French battalions.,”*® He was,
in fact, so awed by Tipu that he withdrew the garrisons of Wandiwash and
Karunguli, and blew up and destroyed their fortifications, thinking that
they were sure to fall into the hands of the Mysoreans.'* Tipu, how-
ever, could not follow up his victory and take advantage of stuart’s
mistakes and fears, for he had to quit the Carnatic and proceed to the
defence of his Malabar possessions which were invaded by the English
forces under General Matthews.

Matthews Occupies Bednur

The Bombay Government had for long held the view that Haidar's
Malabar possessions should be attacked in order to divert the
whole or most of his forces from the Carnaticc. The Madras
Government was also of the same opinion, and regarded any other
method of conducting the war as useless and a waste of time.!?
Humberstone had been accordingly sent to create such a diversion, but

I .

Madr.asﬁ) ’(izs;‘ap.vi?é\ze 5 miles south of Kortalaiyar I;iﬁssg:etf:ilgglggﬁtq)gi;stgct.

* Innes Munro, p. 308. 1 Kirmani, pp. 260-1.
' Hukm-namah, R.A.S.B.MS. No. 1676, f. 8a; Ibid., No. 1677, f. 26b.
* Sec. Pro., Jan. 20, 1783, Bombay to Bengal, Aug. 27, 1782.
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he had failed in the attempt and had been obliged to retreat to Ponnani
where he was besieged by Tipu. On hearing this news, the Bombay
Government at once sent their provincial Commander-in-Chief, General
Matthews, to the relief of Humberstone. But before Matthews could
reach Ponnani, he heard that Tipu had left the west coast. He
therefore did not proceed to Ponnani, as the English troops there
were now out of danger, but landed at Rajamundroog, about eighty
miles south of Goa, in the first week of January and carried it by assault.
Onore, some fifteen miles southward, soon fell also with all its dependent
posts.”” But just when Macleod, who had arrived from Ponnani with
reinforcements, was preparing to attack Mirjan'® as the first step to an
advance on Bednur, Matthews received instructions from the Bombay
Government that, “if the intelligence (of the death of Haidar) were
confirmed. he was to relinquish all operations whatever upon the sea coast
and make an immediate push to take possession of Bidnore.”'® The reason
why the Bombay Government adopted this plan was that Bednur, a rich
and fertile tract, could furnish supplies to the Company’s armies, and
since it was not far from the coast, it could easily support the operations
of the English troops. Moreover, as Bednur was one of Haidar's impor-
tant provinces, the Bombay Government expected its invasion would
compel him to make peace with the English.!®

But Matthews did not approve of the scheme. Before invading
Bednur, he wanted first of all to secure his rear and his line of communica-
tiors. However. as ordered by his superiors, he gave up his old plan,
cancelled the whole of his previous dispositions, and landed at Kundapur.'”
the nearest point on the ccast from Bednur. In capturing the place he
met with considerable resistance, not so much from the ordinary garrison
as from the 500 horse and 2.500 infantry which were a part of the army
sent by Haidar for the defence of his Malabar possessions.!®

From Kundapur the English proceeded to Hosangadi, a small fort
situated at the foot of the Ghats and commanding the pass of the same
name which led to Bednur. During their advance they were constantly
harassed, but when they decided to attack the fort it was found to have

'* Wilks, ii, p. 200.

" Mirjan is a village in North Kanara District, Bombay.

** Mly. Cons., Feb. 1783, vol. 86A, p. ’719. % Ibid., p. 716.
"1t is a village in South Kanara District, Madras.

™ Wilks, i, p. 202.
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been abandoned, although it was well-built and supplied with fifteen
pieces of excellent cannon. On January 25 the army entered the pass.
The ascent consisted of a winding road of about seven miles in length
defended by a number of redoubts well-supplied with cannon. But one
by one all the redoubts were occupied and the English army succeeded
in reaching Haidargarh, a very strong fort defended by 1,700 men and
25 cannon and situated at the top of the Ghats. But like the others,
this also was occupied without any difficulty.’® From Haidargarh
Matthews marched towards the town and fort of Bednur sull fourteen
miles away. He possessed no more than six rounds of ammunition for
each man, and if he had met with serious resistance his position
would have been very precarious. But even this scanty ammunition
remained unused, because Ayaz,”” the Governor of the province of
Bednur, sent an English prisoner, named Donald Campbell, with a
proposal to surrender not only the town and fort of Bednur but the
whole province provided he was allowed to retain its governorship as
before. Matthews agreed to this, and so Ayaz surrendered Bednur
on January 28. With the fall of the capital many other places in
the province also submitted. Large quantities of treasure, stores and
valuable effects were found in the fort of Bednur. All this treasure was
appropriated by the officers, but no share was set aside for the Company.*!

On hearing of the mvasion of Bednur, Tipu had ordered Lutf Ali
Beg to proceed to its defence. But when Lutf Ali reached Shimoga he
found that the English were already in possession of a large part of

" Tnnes Munro, p. 3711,

* Ayaz was a Nayar {rom Chirakkal who had been taken prisoner by Haidar
during his Malabar campaign of 1766. He became a Muslim, and because of
his abilities and handsome personality, he gained the confidence of Haidar who
enlisted him in his Ased-i-Ilaki troops. In 1779 he was appointed Governor
of Chitaldrug, and earlyv in 1782 he was put in charge of the more important
province of Bednur. (Cal. Per. Cor., vii, No. 953 ; Wilks, i, pp. 741-2). It was
during this period that the Enelish made overtures to him. At first Ayaz
rejected them, but after Haidar’s death he agreed to enter into an understand-
ing with Matthews and hand over to him the whole province of Bednur. (Sec.
Pro., May 12, 1783).

Miles in his translation of Nishan-i-Haidari, p. 8, refers to Ayaz as ‘' Ayaz
Khan, the adopted son of the late Nawab.”” But in the Bombay edition of
Nishkan-i-Haidar, and in the R.A.S.B.MS. No. 200, and in other contemporary
accounts he is only mentioned as Ayaz, the slave of the Nawab, or Ayaz Khan.
The statement of Wilks, ii, p. 205, that Tipu was jealous of Ayaz, and treated
him with gross indignity because he was a favourite of Haidar, and that the
latter was accustomed publicly to contrast the qualities of his slave with
that of his son, is a figment of his imagination, and is not supported by any
reliable evidence.

* Sec. Pro., May 12, 1783. Campbell to Hastings ; Ibid., May 26, 1783.
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the province, and were proceeding to occupy Anantapur in accordance
with the agreement entered into with Ayaz.*’ Lutf Ali Beg at once
sent a reliable officer with 300 Chitaldrug peons to surprise its
Commandant who at the orders of Ayaz had agreed to give up the place.
The officer succeeded in his mission, and when the English troops
appeared before Anantapur to occupy it, he refused to surrender. He
made them repeated signs to withdraw, but when they persisted in
their advance, the flag of truce was fired on.** Thereupon the English
besieged the fort, and on February 14, 1783, succeeded in carrying it.
Lutf Ali wanted to recapture it, and was only waiting for reinforcements
when he was ordered by Tipu to proceed to the relief of Mangalore
which was invested by the English. But before he could reach
it, he heard that it had surrendered on March 9,** and the enemy
had destroyed three men-of-war with fifty or sixty guns and several
others of different sizes which were on the stocks.**

In the course of this campaign, particularly in the reduction of
Anantapur and Onore. the English army perpetrated wanton cruelties.
Mill tries to mitigate these by arguing that when quarter was asked
for, it was not refused. But he is obliged to admit that *“orders were
given to shed the blood of every man who was taken under arms; and
some of the officers were reprimanded for not seeing those orders
rigidly executed.”*® The slaughter was so indiscriminate at Anantapur
that all the inhabitants were wantonly and inhumanly put to death,
and their bodies were thrown into the tanks in the fort.*” Even women
were not spared. “Four hundred beautiful women, all bleeding with
wounds from the bayonet, and either dead or expiring in each other’s
arms, while the common soldiers casting off all obedience to their
officers, were stripping them of their jewels and committing every outrage
on their bodies. Many of the women, rather than be torn from their
relatives, threw themselves into a large tank and were drowned.”?* The
only crime for which the garrison of Anantapur was subjected to these
atrocities was that they had offered resistance after the surrender of the
fort had been promised by the former Commandant.?® It is true that
they had fired at the flag of truce, but this was done after making re-

 Anantapur is a village in Shimoga District, Mysore.

* Wilks, ii, p. z07. * Ibid., p. 208.

*™ Memoir of John Campbell, p. 49. * Mill, iv, p. 188,
¥ The Captivity...of James Scurry, p. 8.

* Authentic Mewmoirs of Tippoo Sultan, p. 34.

* The Captivity...of James Scurry, p. 98.
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peated signs to the English troops to withdraw. Even if we agree with
Wilks that no such signs were made, or with Scurry that two flags had
been sent to the fort and both were detained, the fact remains that the
punishments inflicted upon the garrison were out of proportion to their
guilt.

Tipu Reoccupies Bednur and Besieges Mangalore

Matthews's success in his invasion of Bednur had been
meteoric. But he was not allowed to enjoy it long, for Tipu's
blow fell quickly on him. In the early part of Aprl the Sultan
appeared with a large army, including a French contingent, on the
frontiers of Bedny. With 12,000 men he easily captured Haidargarh
and Kavaledurga, and sent detachments to occupy the passes in the Ghats
in order to cut off the communications of the English army with the sea
coast.”®  Another force was sent to mask Anantapur, while Tipu himself
with the rest of his army set out to invest Bednur. He first captured the
town by a general assault and escalade, and then besieged the fort into
which Matthews had been obliged to retreat with great loss.*’ He ordered
the erection of thirteen batteries the regular heavy fire of which caused
considerable damage to the buildings in the fort, and daily killed and
wounded a large number of the garrison. The defenders, however, led
out a number of sorties, but they were repulsed with considerable loss.
Meanwhile, the Mysore detachments had occupied the passes in the Ghats.
and had thus completely isolated Bednur from Mangalore. Owing to
this blockade the garrison were soon reduced to a sad plight.** They
began to suffer from a shortage of provisions, ammunition and water.**
Moreover, a “putrid fever” raged in the fort and 530 sick and wounded
men lay exposed to the sun because Tipu's guns had destroyed all places
of shelter** Under these conditions Matthews decided to surrender.
He had held out for about eighteen days.*

8 See. Pro., June 23, 1783, Belcliffe to Macartney, May 20, 1783.

* Wilks, ii, p. 212.

# Sec. Pro., June 23, 1783, Belcliffe to Macartney, May 20, 1783.

® Kirmani, p. 265.

™ Sheen’s lettey in the Narrative of Captain Oakes, pp. 83-84.

*Kirmani, p. 266. There is some difference regarding the duration of the
siege. According to Tarikh-i-Khudadadi, p. 8 and Sultan-ut-Tawarikh, f. 18,
it lasted ten days. Oakes states that it lasted seventeen days, and Sheen says
that the cannonading continued for twenty days. According to Kirmani, it
took the Sultan eighteen days to seize the fort. Diffcrent estimates have also
been given of the number of troops which Matthews possessed.  According to
Wilks, Matthews had 1,200 sepoys and 400 Europeans. Sheen says that he
had 1,200 men when he occupied Bednur. But from a letter of Belcliffe to
Macartney (Sec. Pro., June 23, 1783) it appears that the number of the garrison
was 2,500.
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Matthews sent a flag of truce, and informed the Sultan that he was
prepared to surrender on the following terms: The English army would
march out of the fort with the honours of war, and pile their arms on
the glacis leaving behind in the fort all the property which belonged
to the Sultan. After being joined by the garrisons of Kaveledurga and
Anantapur, they should be allowed to march unmolested with all their
private property to Sadasivgarh, and from thence to Bombay. They
would not fight the Sultan for a stipulated period. Tipu should furnish
them with a guard to protect them during their march which would
remain under the orders of Matthews. Besides, a guard of a hundred
sepoys from the garrison of Bednur with their accoutrements and thirty-
six rounds of ammunition should also be allowed to attend Matthews
as a bodyguard during the march to Sadasivgarh. Further, Tipu should
furnish the English troops with sufficient provisions and proper convey-
ance for the sick. And lastly, for the performance of the terms of the
capitulation, Tipu should deliver two hostages before the garrison
marched out of the fort.*®

The Sultan was prepared to accept these terms with the alteration
that, before setting cut towards Bombay, the English troops should first
march out and pile thetr arms not on the glacis, as proposed by Matthews,
but in front of the Mysore army. The English considered this condition
disgraceful and rejected it. Early next morning they sallied out in
two divisions and stormed the Sultan’s grand battery, killing a few of
the French and about 100 irregulars. But on being surrounded by the
main body of the Sultan’s troops, they soon retreated precipitately into
the fort."” A council of war was then held, and it was decided to accept
the terms as altered by Tipu.*®

But before leaving the fort Matthews ordered all the officers to
draw from the Paymaster-General as much money as they wanted. Conse-
quently “both officers and men drew as much as they should have occa-
sion for, some officers taking two thousand and others one thousand
pagodas.”  This was an open violation of an important term of the capi-
tulation because, as Sheen testifies, “this money was all taken from the
Sircar property, which by treaty was to belong to the captors. But the

* Slieen’s lettev in Navrative of Caplain Gakes, pp. 83-84 ; Narrative of
Captain Oakes, pp. 1-2. But Oakes docs not mention the second article.

M Ihid. Oakes does not mention this action.  Nevertheless, its anthenticity
cannot he denied because it was in the course of thic sortie that Sheen received
a slight wound. It is probably to this aetion that Colonel Price, who was serving
with a detachment of Matthews's army near the coast, refers in Memoirs of @&
Ficld Officer, p. 101.

3% Sheen’s letter, pp. 83-4.

3
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General, being apprehensive of so much money being discovered in
possession of one man, ordered it to be distributed among the troops.”*®

When, therefore, Tipu entered the fort after its evacuation by
Matthews on the afternoon of April 28, 1783, he did not find there “a
single rupee,” for all the treasure had been appropriated by the English.
This naturally aroused the Sultan’s anger and they were harshly dealt
with. He ordered them to be kept under a strict guard, deputed spies to
watch their movements, and on the morning of May 1 had them
searched. The result of the search was that “every knapsack was found
to be lined with gold. While the search was going on, the English thrust
pagodas down the throats of dogs and even fowls were crammed with
precious morsels”.** Tipu’s officials, however, succeeded in securing
the greater portion of this wealth which, in possession of the officers
alone, amounted to about 40,000 pagodas.*!

The appropriation of the Bednur treasure was not the only violation
of the capitulation committed by the English, they also pillaged
the public stores, burnt the Government records and failed to deliver all
the Mysorean prisoners of war.** Tipu, therefore, put them in irons
and marched them off to Chitaldrug.

It has been maintained by Wilks that Tipu had made up his mind
to seek some pretext to infringe the terms of the capitulation, but “an
empty treasury, together with the money found on searching the
prisoners, exempted him from the necessity of recurring to fictitious
pleas.”** There is, however, no evidence to substantiate this view. It
is certain that Tipu was glad to get this opportunity of punishing
Matthews whose cruelties towards the garrisons of Onore and Anantapur,
and whose transactions with the traitor Ayaz were still fresh in his
memory. But there is nothing to show that he had any preconceived
plans, and that if Matthews had adhered to the terms of the capitulation,
Tipu would have still imprisoned him for his past misdeeds.

After the capture of Bednur, Tipu marched towards Mangalore,
the principal sea-port in South Kanara, by which Haidar had maintained

* Ibid., pp. 84-5, 87.
“ The Captivity...of James Scurry, pp. 306-07.

4 Spheen’s Ietter, p. 88. According to Tarikh-i-Khudadadi, p. 12, jewels
and monev were concealed by the garrison in the cheeks of zoats, in loaves of
bread, and even in their own private parts. That was why the search had to be
made * most minutelv in every part, without the least regard to decency."

“ Mly. Sundry Bock, 1784, vol. 61, pp. 885-04.  Wilks, ii, p. 213.
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communications with the outside world. At the end of Aprl Tipu
had sent about 4,000 men under Husain Ali Khan against Mangalore.
But they had been surprised by Campbell twelve miles from Mangalore
early on the morning of May 7, and had retreated in confusion with the
loss of 200 men. When, however, Tipu approached, Campbell was
defeated and compelled to retreat into the fort.** Husain Ali Khan
distinguished himself on this occasion, and in the attempt to retrieve
his prestige was seriously wounded.*

Tipu arrived before Mangalore on May 20, 1783. The Englsh
still held an important height commanding the principal access to the
town and situated over a mile from it. But after the wown was invested,
the sepoys who held the post had their retrcat cut oft. So when they
were attacked on the 23rd, they became panic-stricken and fled in great
disorder down the hill. The panic spread even among the troops which
werc sent to reinforce them. The English casualties on this occasion
amounted to 4 officers, 10 European and 200 Indian soldiers including
3 officers and two companies of sepoys whose retreat had been entirely
cut off. After this defeat the English withdrew the remaining posts
and shut themelves up into the fort. Tipu, thereupon, began pre-
parations for a siege.®

By May 27 he had completed eleven embrasures, and from
batteries erected on the north, the east and the south a heavy fire was
constantly maintained, while large stones, some of them weighing 150
pounds, were thrown into the fort, taking a heavy toll of human life and
causing great damage to the buildings. The fortifications on the north
side were entirely dismantled on June 4, and on the 7th a practical breach
was effected in the wall. Approaches to the fort were continually
pushed nearer. On July 4, and then again on the 6th, attempts were
made to assault the fort but without any success. Meanwhile, as heavy
rains had started siege operations greatly suffered, although almost daily
the Mysoreans tried to enter the fort.t” By the end of July, howeves,
preparations to assault the fort were completed. The fortifications were
entirely destroyed on the three sides, and the approaches were carried

“ Memoir of John Campbell, p. 44 : Kirmani, pp. 266-7.

 Ibid., p. 267.

" Memoir of John Campbell, p. 49 ; Torrest, Selections, i, Home Seties,
p. 288 ; Wilks, 1i, pp. 214-5.

‘7 See Forrest, Selections, Home Series, ii, pp. 287-92, for a detailed account
of the siege.
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on to the mouth of the ditch which was beginning to be filled with
coconut trees and the ruins of the fort walls.® But just at this time
news reached Mangalore of the cessation of hostilities between the
French and the English, and orders were received by Cossigny to with-
draw from the conflict.** This upset Tipu's plans, while it raised the
drooping spirits of the English. Decimated by disease, weakened by
desertions and suffering from the effects of a shortage of provisions,
the garrison could not have held out longer. But with the withdrawal
of the French their prospects became brighter, and so they girded
themselves to fresh resistance. Soon, however, negotiations for a cessa-
tion of hostilities were begun with Tipu also and the Armistice was
signed on August 2, 1783. In the course of the siege the English lost
1,400 men, killed, wounded and missing, and between 30 and 40 officers
killed and wounded.*

The Armistice is Signed

By the terms of the Armistice, Campbell was to remain in possession
of the fort of Mangalore, while Tipu was to remain in possession of the
trenches and the batteries erected in front of the fort. There was to be no
extension of lines by either party; the positions as occupted by them on
the day of the armistice were to be maintained. Tipu was not to erect
fresh batteries, while the English were neither to repair the breaches
nor to receive any kind of help from the outside. But in order to
guard his trenches and batteries, Tipu could keep 3.000 men along
with the usual guards, and he could send 100 armed sepoys inside the
fort to be posted at various places to see that nothing was done against
the articles of cessation. Similarly Campbell could place 1,000 men in
the batteries and the trenches to see that no new preparations were
made. Despatches were to pass along the sea coast either way, but not
inland through Tipu's country nor by sea. The prohibition regarding
the conveyance by sea was later, however, taken away. Tipu was required
to establish near the fort a bazar where the garrison could buy its
provisions at the same rate as the Mysoreans, But Campbell could not
take into the fort at any one time more than 10 to 12 days’ provisions.
As regards those articles which were not obtainable in the bazar, such
as beef. salt and liquor, he could import them from other places, but

“* Sec. Pro., Nov. 10, 1783; Mly. Coms., Oct. 14, 1783, Macartney to
Hastings, vol. 03A, p. 4448.

" Sec. Pro., Aug. 18, 1783.

8 Ibid., Nov. 10, 1783.
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they were not to exceed more than one month's ration, Major Campbell
was to give two English officers as hostages to Tipu, and similarly the
latter was to give two hostages to Campbell. These terms were to apply
to Onore and Karwar also with the difference in the number of men
allowed to remain in the trenches or to go into the fort. Tipu could retain
g9oo men in his lines and send 30 men into the fort. Similarly the
English could keep 30 men in the lines to see that no fresh preparations
were made by Tipu.”!

While Tipu was engaged in the operations on the Malabar coast,
the Government of Madras had planned a diversion by sending a force
under Captain Edmonds in the middle of May to attack his kingdom
from the north-east. An adventurer, named Sayyid Muhammad,*
who paraded under the title of the “Nawab cf Kurpa,” was used as a
pawn for this purpose, and with English support occupied Cuddapah
which was a Jagir of Mir Qamar-ud-din Khan, son of the late Mir
Saheb. On hearing this, Tipu despatched Qamar-ud-din Khan towards
Cuddapah. Qamar-ud-din first totally defeated Sayyid Muhammad, and
then, on July 28. routed the English troops under Montgomery sent to
support the pretender.”* Thus the attempt of the Madras Government
to create a diversion in the north-east in favour of the English armies
shut up in the province of Bednur ended in a complete fiasco.

Invasion of Mysore from the South

Nor did the invasion of Tipu's kingdom from the south produce
the expected results. Just before Haidar’s death, John Sullivan, the
Company's Resident at Tanjore, had devised a plan that the army in the
south under Colonel Lang should penetrate into Tipu's kingdom from
one side, while the army under Colonel Humberstone at Ponnani from
the other. The two armies were to unite at Coimbatore and then proceed
~ with further operations. But the plan fell through because, although
~. the Madras Government approved of it, Sir Eyre Coote and the Govern-

' Ibid.; Mly. Sundry Book, 1784, vol. 61, pp. 885-94.

# Sayvid Muhammad was the son of one of the religious persons attached
to the tomb of Gisu Daraz at Gulbarga. He married the daughter of the
“ { rmer Nawab of Cuddapah. and by virtue of this alliance laid claims to
» Cuddapah and its dependencics. (Wilks, ii, p. 216).

. # Wilson, ii, pp. 95-96. Wilson says that the attack was made by Qamar-
ud-din Khan in the course of a parley for a cessalion of hostilities pending the
« scusston for a treaty of peace. But it must be remembered that Qamar-ud-din
# could not have started any parley with the English without any orders from
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ment of Bombay opposed it on the ground that the Company’s troops
were not strong enough to overcome the resistance of the Mysoreans.
Sullivan, however, devised another plan for the invasion of Mysore.
he entered into negotiations with a Brahmin named Tirumala Rao, who
professed to be an agent of the Mysore Rani, Maharani Lakshmi
Ammanni,* and concluded with him a treaty for restoring the imprisoned
Raja to the throne. Tirumala Rao’s reward in case of success was to
be ten per cent of the revenues of the restored districts and the office
of pradhan or Chief Minister to be held hereditarily in the family.
The Treaty was signed on October 28, 1782, subject to the confirmation
of the Governor-General and Council.*®  Accordingly, Colonel Lang was
despatched, accompanied by Tirumala Rao, to invade Mysore from the
south. On April 2, 1783, the fort of Karur was captured; on the 16th
Aravakurichi was assaulted, and Dindigul surrendered on May 4. Shortly
after, owing to Lang's resignation, Fullarton succeeded to the
command. The latter left Dindigul on May 25, and on June 2 occupied
Dharapuram where he obtained valuable supplies of ammunition, grain
and cattle.”® In spite of these successes, Fullarton was not in a position
to realise any ambitious project, for, as he observed: *“The southern
army was not in sufficient strength to think of marching to Seringapatam,
nor could we have opposed the whole power of Tippoo Sultan.”*” In
fact the army was so weak that Fullarton could not even afferd to
garrison Dharapuram and had to destroy its fortifications.*® Under the
circumstance, the object of his operations was limited to drawing off
the pressure on the English in the Bednur province. But with a weak
army he could not have succeeded even in this, for the Mysore forces
in the Coimbatore area were strong enough to resist the English invasion.
Meanwhile, on May 31, Fullarton received General Stuart’s order
to march with haste to Cuddalore. He, therefore, gave up the campaign
and set out to relieve Stuart. But on arriving within three forced marches
of General Stuart’s camp, he received the intelligence of the cessation of
hosilities between the English and the French. Since the danger to
Stuart had now been removed, he returned southwards, his numbers
nearly doubled by a reinforcement from the army set free at Cuddalore.

8¢ See Mys. Gaz., ii, pp. 2558-60, and Wilks, ii, p. 240, for more information
regarding Maharani Lakshmi Ammanni and Tirumala Rao.

% Aitchison, Treaties, iX, pp. 200-206.
% Mly. Sundry Book, 1785, vol. 66, pp. 35-37.
* Ibid., p. 37. 8 Ibid., p. 39.
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He was preparing for a fresh invasion of Mysore when he received the
intimation of an armistice between Tipu and the Company. In con-
sequence, he postponed the enterprise, and busied himself in suppressing
the refractory poligars of Tinnevelly and Madura,*® But Fullarton did
not cease making preparations for war and intriguing with the Rajas of
Travancore and Calicut and other Malabar chieftains against Tipu, for
the prospect of marching upon Seringapatam had captured his imagina-
tion. So, after having succeeded in reducing the poligars to obedience,
he marched to Dharapuram in accordance with the Madras Government’s
instructions of August 18 to remain on the frontiers, ready to act
offensively in case Tipu violated the terms of the armistice.®

Breaches of the drnistice by the English

Meanwhile, Fuilarton was finding his position very difficult. Al
though his army had swelled to 13.500, they were short of supplies
and their pay was twelve months in arrears. Towards the end of
September they were in such an “alarming situation” that he was
obliged to solicit from the Madras Government “a latitude of purveyance,
even in the enemy’s country.” because, owing to the ravages of war,
the Company's scuthern provinces were not capable of supporting the
English forces.”" But on October 16, when the supplies of his troops
were almost exhausted, he received news from Tellicherry that Tipu
had recommenced hostilities against Mangalore.® Anxious to obtain
some pretext for a renewal of war in order to relieve his immediate
distress, Fuilarton, without even trying to verify the news or waiting
for orders from the Madras Government, decided to launch an offensive;
and leaving Palni*® on October 22, marched towards Palghat which
commarded the communications between the Malabar and Coromandel
coasts and was situated in the midst of a very fertile country.®* Besides,
Fullarton selected Palghat as his objective because he believed that
its reduction “could not fail to weigh essentially in the negotiations for
peace then said to be in agitation,”*®*

This invasion of Mvsere territory was a distinct violation of the
Armistice of Mangalore. Roshan Khan, Tipu's commander in the area,

8 Ibid., p. 30. ® Jbid., p. 8s.
*1 Ibid., p. 87. “Ibid., p. 03.
® Falni is a town in Madura District, Madras.

%« Mly. Sundry Book, 1785, veol. 66, p. 97.

 Ibid.
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therefore strongly protested against it. But Fullarton totally disregard-
ed his protests and continued to advance. He occupied a number of
small intermediate posts; and, after a difficult and tedious march
through thick teak forests, reached Palghat on November 5, and imme-
diately began its siege.®® On November 15 Roshan Khan forwarded
to him a letter from the Governor of Madras ordering him to desist
from all offensive operations, and return within the limits possessed by
him on July 16, 1783. But Fullarton did not answer; he simply sent
back the messenger who had carried the letter under the guard of
two sepoys. The same day he stormed Palghat’” He obtained in
the fort 50,000 Pagodas, besides a number of guns and large quantities
of provisions and military stores.®® Although it was considered to be
one of the strongest forts in India, it had been captured without much
difficulty. The reason was that, because of the armistice, its commander
had been lulled into a false sense of security and had not adopted
sufficient measures of defence.*” From Palghat Fullarton marched to
Coimbatere which he reached on November 26. On the 28th it surren-
dered to him cven before any breach was effected. The same day
Roshan Khan sent a letter from the Commissioners to Fullarton ordering
him to ccase hostilities. But the letter was sent back unopened, and
the messenger who carried it was threatened with punishment if he
dared to show his face again.”

Although Fullarton repeatedly defied the orders of the Commi-
ssioners and the Governor of Madras, he was not even reprimanded
tor it.”! This shows he had invaded Mysore with the consent of his
superiors. The fact is that Macartney sent Fullarton two sets of
contradictory orders. By those which were sent through Tipu's officers,
Fullarton was required to abstain from hostilities; by those which were
sent to him directly, aggression was not only connived at but was
encouraged. Thus writing to Fullarton on December 13, 1783,
Macartney observed: “We think the places should not be restored till
you hear further from us.........the possession of Palagatcherry might

¢ Ibid., p. 103.

" Ibid., 1783, vol. GOA, pp. 107-08.

® Ibid., 1784, vol. 61, p. 712.

* Ihid., 1783. vol. 6oA, pp. 107-08.

" Ibid., pp. 245-46, Nov. 28, 1783, Roshan Khan to Mir Muin-ud-din ; see
also pp. 232-35.

" Again on Dec. 6, Roshan Khan forwarded the Commissioners’ letter to
Fullarton, but as before it was ignored. (Ibid., vol. 6oB, pp. 418-19).
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be a security for the garrison of Mangalore, by affording the means of
retaliation for any act of treachery or violence that he (Tipu) might
attempt against the latter.” 7> Besides, with the help of these new
conquests Macartney wanted to increase the Company’s bargaining power
ir. the negotiations for peace with Tipu. But in the end, realising that
Fullarton’s conduct was a great hindrance to the peace talks, and might
lead to an open rupture with Tipu, he ordered the English troops
to return within the limits occupied by them on July 26,
1783. Accordingly, they began evacuation on December 28, but
not before they had inflicted considerable damage upon the Sultan’s
property. On quitting Coimbatore they plundered the surrounding
districts and carried away from the fort a number of guns and consider-
able quantity of provisions and ammunition. They destroyed the town
of Palghat and carried away 100,000 Pagodas (60,000 from Palghat
and 40,000 from Palicotah), besides large supplies of grain, military
stores and a number of guns, and instead of delivering the fort to
the Mysore officers they delivered it to its Raja. ™

Soon after the armistice was signed, Campbell paid a visit to the
Sultan on August 13, and informed him of the shortage of provisions
in the fort. Tipu received him with due respect, gave him a khilat
and a horse, and immediately ordered a bazar to be set up for the
garrison near the fort.”* In spite of this, on August 20 General Macleod,
who heid the chief command of the Company’s forces on the coasts of
Malabar and Kanara, arrived before Mangalore with the object of re-
mnforcing the fort with a detachment of Hanoverians. Although this
was an open violation of the fifth article of the armistice, according
to which Major Campbell was not entitled to receive any help either
by land or sea, Tipu not only allowed Macleod to land in Mangalore,
but even ordered arrangements to be made for his stay in the town,
and permitted him to wvisit the fort. And when the General visited
Tipu, he was received cordially, and given a palanquin, a horse and a
khilat as presents. He left the coast on August 23, fully satisfied with
the Sultan’s trcatment of the garrison.”™ In the succeeding months

" Ibid., p. 383, Macartney to Fullarton, Dec. 12, 1783. Macartney again
wrote on Jan. 24, 1784, to Fullarton * to retain possession of Palagatcherry in
case of any accident it should not have been restored.’” (Ibid., 1785, vol. 66,
p. 129).

™ Ibid., 1784, Tipu to Appa Saheb and Srinivas Rao, Jan. 26, 1784, vol. 61,
p. 712,

™ Memoir of John Campbell, p. s51; Sec. Pro., Nov. 10, 1783, Tipu to
Macartney, Sept. 6, 1783.

™ Ibid.
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also the bazar near the fort continued to supply the garrison those articles
which were mentioned in the third article of the armistice.

The English however were not satisfied with such arrangements.
They were anxious to reinforce the fort with sufficient men and supplies
so that, in case the peace talks failed and hostilities broke out, it might
be able to withstand a long siege. Macleod, therefore, appeared before
Mangalore early in October, and then again at the end of the month,
and demanded Tipu's permission to revictual the fort. But Tipu refused
on the ground that the quota of supplies fixed by the terms of the
armistice had already been sent m.’® The Bombay Government,
anxious to retain Mangalore which it considered “a most desirable
possession,””” thereupon ordered Macleod to forcibly relieve the
garrison.”®  Accordingly, on November 22, the General arrived before
Mangalore with a squadron and a large army, and insisted on sending
4,000 bales of rice into the fort. But Tipu rejected the demand as the
amount was considerably more than what had been fixed by the
armustice.  His attitude all the more stiffened because of the insolent
and threatening behaviour of Macleod who had appeared with men-of-
war and troops before Mangalore in violation of the terms of the
armistice, and because of the aggression committed by Fullarton in the
Coimbatore province. A resumption of hostilities between Tipu and
the English thus seemed inevitable. It was, however, averted by the
efforts of Piveron de Morlat who was anxious to preserve peace. He
proposed a compromise which was accepted by both parties. Consider-
mg Macleod’s demand for 4.000 bales of rice as exorbitant, his proposal
was that the garrison be immediately allowed to admit 1,000 bales of
rice, and that after this had been consumed, a further 1,000 bales could
be sent in. Besides, one month’s supplies of salt, meat and liquor were
also to be admitted. Onore was to be allowed 200 bales of rice and one
month’s supplies.”® This agreement was very favourable to the garrison,
for, according to the third article of the armistice, no more than ten or
twelve days provisions were to be admitted into the fort.*

¢ Mly. Cons., Dec. 8, 1783, Tipu to Macleod, Oct. 24, vol. a4B, p. 5293.
Intelligence received from Mangalore: The people from the fort visit the bazar
arrapged by Tipn. and buy flour and provisions for the garrison. (Ibid., Oct.
31, 1783, vol. 03B, p. 4775).

7 Ibid., Dec. 8, 1783, vol. 94B, p. 5308.

" Ibid., Fullarton to Madras, Nov. 15, 1783, p. 5292 ; Ibid., Dec. 3, 1783
vol. 94A. p. 5105.

" Mly. Sundry Book, 1784, Piveron to Macleod, Nov. 27, vol. 61, pp. g10-11.

Y Ibid., p. 910.
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But, inspite of the agreement, Macleod did not give up his intrigues
and aggressive designs. He advised Campbell “to put the garrison to
half allowance of rice and bread and pay them the other half in money,”
“and to “let the commissary buy as much as possible” so that the
garrison might be able to hold out for another two months. He further
informed Campbell that, “if the Admiral arrives on the coast, I hope,
he will furnish us with the means to force the points of the river,
if I find by your signals and by communication with you, it is

necessary.”®!

Macleod sailed away on December 2. He returned on the 27th
and was again permitted to land supplies for the garrison.”* The
supplies for another month reached Mangalore at the end of January,
1784, 1n two ships under Colonel Gordon, second in command to
Macleod.* But they came too late, for, on January 26, Campbell had
decided to capitulate, and on the 29th he delivered the fort to Tipu,
to quote his own words, *“under articles the most beneficial I could ask
for the garrison, and which the Nawab has most honourably and
strictly adhered to.”® The terms were that the fort was to be delivered
in exchange for any other fort in the Carnatic in possession of Tipu, to
be stipulated in the treaty of peace. The garrison was to march out
with all the henours of war. They were to be sent on boats furnished
by Tipu who was also to provide provisions for the journey. In
case sufficient boats were not available, they were to be sent by land,
and Tipu was to provide them with provisions and the means of
transport as long as they were in his ternitory. The garrison was
entitled to take with them whatever belonged to the Company; all
that belonged to the Sultan was to be left behind.*

Campbell had held out with great courage and perseverance for
more than eight months; he could not continue any longer for both
he and his men had reached the end of their patience. The Europeans
were on the verge of mutiny, while a number of Indian soldiers were
daily going over to the enemy. Twelve to fifteen men were dying
every day, scurvy was violently raging, hospitals were filled with nearly
two-thirds of the garrison, and the rest had scarcely any strength left

# Mly. Cons., Jan. 6, 1784, Macleod to Campbell, vol. o6A, pp. 35-36.

" Wilks, ii, p. 228

¥ Ibid., p. 229.

* Mly. Cons., Feb. 20, 1784, Campb-1l to Madras, Feb. 6, vol. 97A, p. 531-
* Mly. Sundry Book, 1784, vol. 61, pp. 820-25.
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to hold their arms.*® Campbell himself was in the last stage of consump-
tion.*”

It is wrong to blame Tipu for the sufferings of the garrison, for,
although dal and ghee were lacking, there was no shortage of rice,
and, up to the time of the sarrender, the English continued to buy
from the bazar near the fort. Writing on December 29, 1783, to the
Governor-General and Council, Macleod observed: “Tipu does not
hinder our revictualizing Mangalore and Onore.”*®* What Tipu really
objected to was to bringing into the fort more provisions than stipulated
in the terms of the armistice. It was in fact the shortage and poor
quality of those articles which were brought from outside that caused
the greatest privation to the garrisons. And for this the Government
of Bombay was mainly responsible. The Commandant of Onore, for
example, admitted: *“We are not at this period in absolute want of
provisions—but of such as are wholesome—provisions are, however, the
least of our wants”.** The supply which Macleod brought on Novem-
ter 22, 1783, for the fort of Mangalore “was drawn from damaged
stores bought of a navy agent, and of the beef and pork, not one in
twenty pieces could be eaten, even by dogs.”*® The supply admitted
into the fort on December 31 was also of a poor quality. Only a
small part of the supply of “salt meat was eatable and the biscuit was
full of vermin ;" and although the same quantity of rice was admitted
as before, there was less beef and arrack, while no refreshments were
landed for the officers.”” It appears that the garrison was neglected
because Macleod had been able to capture on the Malabar coast “a
fortress of still more importance, and consequently better worth preserv-
ing even than Mangalore.”**

Foiled in his designs against Mangalore, Macleod directed his
attention to the small Moplah settlement of Cannanore which he
attacked early in December 1783. He justified his aggression on the
ground that, in the beginning of November, 300 of his men who were
coming from Karwar to join him at Tellicherry, were imprisoned by

*¢ Miy. Cons., Feb. 20, 1784, Campbell to Madras, Feb. 6, vol. g7A, p. 533.
8 Memoir of John Campbell, p. 57.
** Sec. Pro., May 13, 1784, Macleod to Hastings, Dec. 29, 1783.

** Forrest, Selections, Home Series, ii, p. 309, Torrians to Macleod, March
€7, 1784.

** Mill, iv, p. 201 ; Memoir of John Campbell, p. 51.
 Wilks, ii, p. 222.
** Mly. Sundry Book, 1784, vol. 61, p. I145.
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the Bibi of Cannanore and Tipu. The boat “Superb,” which was carry-
ing them, having been destroyed in a storm, two officers and two
bundred men who were driven ashore near Mangalore were detained
by Tipu. About a hundred men were wrecked near Cannanore, and
were impriscned by the Bibi who put them in irons. Since both Tipu
and the Bibi refused to rclease them, Macleod attacked Cannanore.’®

In reality, the reasons for Macleod's aggression were quite different.
In a letter to the Governor of Madras he wrote: “Finding my army
at leisure I seized the opportunity of reducing the Mopla settlement
which has been a most inveterate enemy with Tellicherry......This 1s
one of the finest settlements in India and an acquisition of great value
to Bombay.”*" In another letter he observed: ‘“This 1s the strongest
tort | have seen in India excepting our own Capital. It is much more
valuable to us than Manga'lore, because no enemy can step between it
and the sea.”” Its possession was also coveted because 1t was a very
pood pepper settlement while “Tellicherry was dull and had no future.”*®
Moreover, the army under General Macleod was “at that time so hard
pressed for an existence as to be under the necessity (after having fruit-
lessly used evory entreaty and made liberal offers of money for a supply
of provision) of desperately attacking Cannanore.”**

The campaign against Cannanore was a short one, lasting only
for six days (December g to 14). Although the Moplahs fought with
great courage, in the end they were defeated. The casualties on the
English side amounted to 279 men and officers; the Bibi's losses were much
heavier. Cannanere and its 42 dependent fortresscs were occupied,
and the English obtained four lakhs of pagodas and large quantities of
provisions. The Bibi and her family were made prisoners, 2nd were
released only after she had agreed to sign a treaty as dictated by Macleod.®”
By this treaty her possessions were restored to her, but she was required
to pay to the Company a tribute of three lakhs of pagodas annually.
Her forts were to be at the disposal of the Company, and all the
merchandize and other property in the town and in the forts were to be

“* Sec. Pro., Mav 13, 1784, Macleod to Macartney, Jan. 1 ; Sec. Pro., March
9. 1784, Macleod to Bengal, Jan, 8.

* Mly. Sundry Book, Macleod to Macartney, Jan. 17, 1784, vol. &1, pp-
766-67.

™ Iid., Feb. 6, 1784. pp. 792-03; Sec. Pro., May 13, 1784, Macleod to
Macartney, Jan. 1.

** Innes Munro, p. 344.
*" Sec. Pro., April 13, 1784, Anderson to Hastings, Feb. 11.
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considered as lawful prize for the army. The Company was also given
the monopoly to purchase all the pepper in the settlement.’®
Macleod’s high-handed behaviour was approved by the Madras
Government.®® But the Bombay Government disavowed and annulled
the treaty on the ground that Macleod had no right to enter into any
engagement without reference to the Company. Besides, since the Bib
was an ally of Tipu, they did not want “to retard the great work of
peace.” They, therefore, ordered the restoration of Cannanore to the
Bibi.1®® It was, however, not until April 1784, after the Treaty ot
Mangalore had been signed, that it was evacuated by the English.

°® Ibid., March q, 1784.

*? Mly. Stndry Book, Madra: to Macleod, Feb. 6, 1784, vol. 61, p. 798.
1% 8ec. Pro., May 13, 1784.



CHAPTER 1II
THE FRENCH AND THE SECOND ANGLO-MYSORE WAR*

FTER the death of Haidar war against the English in the Carnatic
Awas carried on mainly by the French. But before describing it
it would be useful to mention the part which the French had
hitherto played in the Second Anglo-Mysore War. Before the war
began, the French in India had promised Haidar to help him against
the English. But when he invaded the Carnatic in July 1780, and
hostilities began, they did not render him any assistance beyond furnish-
ing him with military stores. The reason was that, although they had
been themselves at war with the English since 1778, they had not yet
received any reinforcements from France.! It was exactly four years
after the rupture of peace between England and France, and
over a year and a half after the outbreak of the Anglo-Mysore War,
that a small land army consisting of about 2,500 men under the command
of Duchemin appeared on Indian soil. It was brought by the Baill: de
Suffren and reached Porto Novo on February 25, 1782.% Its object was
to reconquer the French possessions in India, and to assist Haidar who
was to be the mainspring of a coalition of Indian rulers for the expulsion
of the British from the country. Duchemin’s appointment as commander
was, however, only temporary ;: he was to be replaced by the Marquis
de Bussy. who had for many years played such a distinguished part in
the affairs of South India, and who was shortly to arrive with a much
larger army in India.

When Haidar heard of the arrival of this army he was overjoyed,®
because with its help he hoped to crush the English. Very soon, how-
ever, he was disillusioned, for Duchemin refused to act according to his

* This is based on mv article. The French in the Second Anglo-Mysore War,
which appeared in Bengol: Past and Present, vol. Ixv, Jan.-Dec., 1945.

'When Louis xvi declared war against England in Feb. 1778, hostilities
between the French and the English began in Tndia as well.  Although
grandiose schemes for the expulsion of the English from India had been worked
out for a number of vears, yet when the war came, the French were caught
unprepared, and before the year was out, they had lost all their settlements in
India to the English. (Journal de Bussy, pp. 152 f.)

* Ibid., Intro. p. vii. D’Orves was at first the commander, but after he died
on Feb. . 1782, le Bailli de Suffren succeeded to the chief command of the
French navy in the Indian waters.

2 Ibid., p. 114.
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advice, and showed great lack of initiative and enterprise. Haidar
proposed to him, and he was seconded in this by Suffren, to make an
immediate attack on Nagapatam which, not being properly defended,
was easy to capture, and which was the key to the rich province of
Tanjore from where the French could obtain supplies for their troops.*
But Duchemin not only did not march on Nagapatam, he even refused
to disembark unless and until Haidar agreed to enter into a treaty with
the French, and sent Piveron de Morlat and two officers, MM. de Moissac
and de Canaple to him with his proposals. But Haidar evaded the
proposal for a treaty, although he assured the French agents that all
the needs of the French troops would be looked after, and immediately
ordered his trcasurer to send to Porto Novo one lakh of rupees.®

Partially satisfied with this reply, Duchemin ordered the disembarka-
tion of his army,® and by the end of March, reinforced by a Mysore force
under Tipu, left Porto Novo. Owing to Haidar's instructions to his
officers, he was well supplied with provisions and the means of transport.
In fact. with the exception of bread there was nothing lacking.” Never-
theless, instead of proceeding towards Nagapatam, as Haidar desired,
Duchemin marched on Cuddalore ; but after occupying it on the morning
of April g he remained inactive for nearly a month. He justified his
nactivity on the ground that he lacked funds and was short of troops
whose number was daily diminishing on account of sickness and disease.®
He refused to undertake any campaign until the arrival of Bussy lest it
should compromise the honour of France.”

After various evasions and dilatory tactics. on May 1, 1782, Duche-
min, accompanied by Tipu, at last left Cuddalore, and advanced to join
Haidar who was proceeding to besiege Perumukkal. The united armies of
the French and Haidar appeared before it on May 11. and after
occupying it on the 16th’® marched towards Wandiwash.
Coote, anxious to save the place, marched to its relief. Haidar

¢ Ch. Cunat, listeire du Bailli de Suffren, p. 118.
$ Journal de Bussy, pp. 114-15.

¢ Tbid., p. 116.

? Ibid., p. 107 ; see also Memoirs du Chevalier de Mautort, pp. 203-04.
The shortage of bread was due to the fact that wheat is not much grown in
the Carnatic, and nor is it the staple food of the people.

* Journal de Bussy, p. 120.

* Ibid., p. 288. Meanwhile Duchemin did not give up his efforts to con-
clude @ treaty with Haidar. (For these negotiations, see Jowrnal de Bussy,
PP. 116-20). :

10 See p. 22, supra.
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asked Duchemin to give battle to the English, but he refused on the
ground that he had been ordered by Bussy and the Vicomte de Souillac,
Governor-General of the French possessions in the East, not to risk any
general action until the arrival of sufficient reinforcements from France,
because a defeat would compromise the French prestige.’! This refusal
to fight was Duchemin’s great blunder, because the combined forces of
the French and Haidar were far superior to the English army both in
numbers and equipment, and would easily have defeated Coote.’* Haidar
was, therefore, very annoyed at the French commander and threatened
to make a separate peace with the English. He even refused to supply
him with money or provisions.”> He had nothing but contempt for the
French troops who were devoid of discipline, and whose officers spent
their time in mutual bickerings and jealousies, and in shameful scramble
for power and prestige.'

The appointment of Duchemin as commander of the French forces
in India had been, in fact, a mistake on the part of the French Govern-
ment. As Malleson observes: “Duchemin was a sailor rather than a
soldier. But he was stror.g neither on sea nor on land. He was as
weak mentally as physically. A terrible fear of responsibility acted upon
a constitution unable to bear the smallest fatigue.™?

Duchemin died on August 12, 1782, and was provisionally succeeded
by the Comte d’Hofflize, a man respected for his judgement and good
sense. Nevertheless, Haidar’s relations with the French did not
improve; for the new commander, being “a prisoner of the situation
created by his predecessor, hardly appcared to be better qualified to
take up any initiative.”’® In fact, Haider felt so disgusted that he
would have made a complete break with the French had it not been
for de Launay and de Suffren who continued to humour him and
assure him that a large army under Bussy would shortly be arriving

" Journal de Bussy, p. 288 footnote.
3 Malleson, Final French Struggles in India, p. 31.

* Journal de Bussy, p. 200 ; see also Memoirs du Chevalier de Mautort,
p 218. Haidar had promised the French to pay them cpe lakh oi rupees every
month and regulariy paid the monev for five months. He aiso gave Duchemin
money to raise and equip two battalions of sepoys for the French army. But
after he got disgusted with Duchemin he discontinued financial aid.

% fournal de Bussy, pp. 143, 287. Haidar called the French a nation very
fickle, Iwithout cha.racyter},’pam;3 neer keeping their word. He also said some
very harsh things about the French army.

 Malleson, Final French Struggles in India, p. 19.

3 Journal de Bussy, Intro. p. xvii.
4
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from France.” The memory of Bussy’s exploits in the Deccan
was still fresh in the mind of Haidar who, therefore, retained his
friendship with the French, hoping that, on Bussy’s arrival, he
would be able to defeat the English. But he died on December 7,
1782, and Bussy reached India three months later.

Hofflize, who had hitherto remained inactive, stirred himself
into activity on hearing the news of Haidar’s death. He at once
decided to march on Chittoor, where Haidar had died, in order to
ensure the succession of Tipu who was regarded by the French as
the most worthy successor of Haidar. However, on being assured
that there was no cause for anxiety or alarm, he stayed back at
Cuddalore, keeping a close watch on events at Chittoor.'®

On hearing of Tipu’s arrival in the Carnatic, Hofflize moved
from Cuddalore and joined him at Chuckmaloor in South Arcot on
January 2, 1783. Together they marched against Stuart, and
encamped in the wvicinity of Wandiwash. But when after the battle
of Niddingul in which they won a victory over Stuart,' Tipu asked
Hofflize to accompany him to the province of Bednur, the French
commander refused on the plea that he was expecting the arrival of
Bussy and so could not leave the Carnatic. Tipu was paying the
French troops 40,000 pagodas per month and was, therefore, very
angry at the refusal. Hofflize, thereupon, allowed the Sultan to take
with him 600 French troops under Cossigny’s command, but
he himself remained in the Carnatic waiting for Bussy.?®

Bussy left Cadiz on January 4. 1782, arriving at the Isle of
France on May 31. Here he was detained by a prolonged illness, and
a number of his troops were affected with scurvy. However, as
Suffren was constantly urging him to hasten to India, he embarked
on December 18 with about 2200 troops, although both he and his
men were still convalescent.” Bussy wanted to disembark between
Karikal and Nagapatam in order to seize the latter which was a
better military base than Cuddalore. But the English, suspecting a

W Ibid., p. 97.

* Wilks, ii, p. 160. It was not Cossigny, as mentioned by Wilks, but
Hofflize who was the French commander in India at this time.

¥ See p. 30, supra.

* P.R.C., ii, No. 65. It was not Bussy, as mentioned in this document, bug
Hofflize who sent Cossigny with Tipu. Bussy had not yet arrived in India.

% Journal de Bwssy, pp. 299-300.
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possible attack, had strengthened it.** So he proceeded to Porto
Novo which he reached on March 16, 1783, and disembarked on the
night of the 16th and 17th.

When Duchemin had been sent to India it was understood that
this was a temporary arrangement, and that very shortly he would
be replaced by Bussy who, because of his past exploits in the Deccan
and his experience of India, was regarded as the best person to form
a confederacy of the Indian princes to crush the English power in the
country.®® In reality, however, the appointment of Bussy like that of
Duchemin was a mistake, for he was no longer the Bussy of twenty
years before. He was an old man of sixty-two whose vigour of
mind and body had been impaired. and who had lost his powers of
self-confidence, initiative and enterprise.

From the time Bussy landed in India, he estranged Tipu by his
tactlessness, and by his policy of unenlightened national interest. He
unjustly blamed Tipu for the lack of sufficient supplies for his troops,
and wrongly complained of the Sultan’s departure from the Carnatic
before his arrival in India,* and of the failure of Mir Muin-ud-din
Khan, better known as Sayyid Saheb, Tipu's officer in the Carnatic,
to wait on him when he had disembarked at Porto Novo. It was a
feeling of frustration that nothing was done according to his fiking
that led Bussy to indulge in bitter invectives against Tipu. Even
Haidar was not spared, for he had refused to be dominated by
Duchemin. Bussy denounced both father and son as “brigands and
tyrants” on whose words no reliance could be placed, and maintained
that the French should not have established friendly relations with
either Haidar or Tipu. Instead, they should have entered into an
alliance with the Marathas and especially with the Nizam.*® How-
ever, as the attempt to negotiate a treaty with them had failed, and
as there was no prospect of its success in the near future, Bussy
remained friendly with Tipu, realising that, if the Sultan left him
and made peace with the English, the position of the French would
become very embarrassing. But he hoped that, with the arrival of
fresh troops from France under de Soullanges, he would be able to
act effectively, declare his true intentions, and “give the law,”2¢

» Jbid.,"p. 320 see also P.AMS, No. 508,
» Journal de Bussy, Intro. pp. vii-viii. “ Ibid., p. 339.
® Ibid., pp. 339-40. ¥ Ibid., p. 357.
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These vituperations of Bussy against both Haidar and Tipu were
quite unjustified. In reality it was the French who had not fulfilled
their part of the promise. In spite of their repeated declarations they
had failed to render any effective help to the Mysoreans: Bussy had
come nearly three years after the outbreak of the Second Anglo-
Mysore War, and with a much smaller army than had been originally
announced. Haidar had waited for him in vain, and Tipu had delay-
ed his departure for the Malabar coast. The Sultan could not stay
any longer in the Carnatic because his Malabar possessions had been
seriously threatened by the English. However, on his departure for
the west, he had left behind a large army under Sayyid Saheb with
Instructions to co-operate with the French and give every assistance
to Bussy on his arrival in India.*” Accordingly, when Bussy landed
at Porto Novo he was given whatever help in provisions and the
means of transport Sayyid Saheb was capable of giving.*® Sayyid
Saheb himself could not be present at the time of the disembarkation
of the French troops because he had to proceed to the relief of Karur
the Commandant of which had thrice asked for his help. The place
had been attacked by Colonel Lang who, after destroying its fortifica-
tions, was preparing to effect a breach.*

From Porto Novo Bussy at once marched to Cuddalore. The
total army under his command, including the troops under Hofflize,
consisted of 3500 Europeans, 3 to 400 caffres and 4,000 sepoys.®®
Besides, he had also at his disposal the Mysore forces left by Tipu in
the Carnatic. Nevertheless, Bussy remained inactive. Instead of
undertaking a campaign, he spent his time in ease and comfort in the
company of his admirers.®® Even when he heard of Tipu's victories
on the Malabar coast he did not move. His experienced officers
advised him to take the offensive, and occupy Perumukkal which,
because of its strategic importance, General Stuart was proceeding to

P AMS. No. 495. Tipu informed Bussy that he had left behind in the
Carnatic 35,000 men under Sayyid Saheb. = But Bussy maintained that the
troops under Sayyid Saheb numbered between 12 to 14,000 only.

3 P.AMS. Nos. 586, 603 see also Journal de Bussy, p. 350. Sayyid
Saheb was unable to place at Bussy’s disposal unlimited supplies because the
Carnatic owing to the devastation caused by the war, was plunged in famine.
Sayyid Saheb himself did not possess sufficient supplies for his troops.

" P.AMS., No. 497. 3 Journal de Bussy, p. 356.

** Memoirs du Chevalicr de Mautort, p. 274 ;.Ch. Cunat, Histoire du Bailli
de Suffren, p. 281.
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