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CARPENTIER

¢ Of all the accusations brought against Sanskrit literature, none
appears 50 incontrovertible as that it possesses no Aisfory. This I deny.
The late M. Burnouf-whom all Oriental scholars must honour as one of
the fathers of the study of the East in Europe—was wont to say, that
when rightly understood and duly compared, every work in Sanskrit
would supply some historical material to fill up the gap which undoubt-
edly seems to exist; and that a history of the Arian nation might
eventually be traced with as much accuracy as that of any race
which has not deigned to chronicle its own existence.” Thomson’s
Bhagvad-Gita, pp. xiii-xiv.

“The publication of Oriental texts proceeds but slowly, and it
needs all available help in the West as well as in the East of India.
We have here, too, peculiar duties devolving upon ourselves. We
have the principal documenta on which the History of the Marathas
is founded, to collect, arrange, and illustrate, for as yet we have
fewer of these documenta in our possession than are to be found in
the collection of the late Colonel Mackenzie, at Madras.” Dr. John
Wilson, JI. B. B. Royal Asiatic Society, vol. VIIL. p. xxxii.
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— PRSPy eo—

The subjoined text of the Sahyidri~Khanda, a part
of the Skanda Purina, has been drawn from fourteen
MSS. from various parts of India, each MS. being marked
with an initial syllable in Devanigari, indicative of the
source from whence it has been derived; thus @y stands
for Cochin, f& for Sidhipura, &ec.

The following are the codices collated:—

#1., from Cochin. This MS. was kindly lent by Svim¢
Bhuvanendratirtha, the Prelate of the Vaishnava sect. It
contalns ninety chapters.

9., from Junnar. This copy was borrowed from Mr.
Raghunitha Sharma. Tt consists of a hundred chapters.

@l., from the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Society, noted zz—b~14 in the catalogue of its library. It
is divided into two sections, the first section containing
eighty-eight chapters, and the second thirty-two.

@.7- Another copy belonging to the same Society,
marked zz—e—-31. It is incomplete, consisting of one sec-
tion only. It is apparently written by a Gujarfthi Brah-
man, who often subtitutes & for I, , for 3, and vice-versa.

%t., =., from Kota, a village in the Karnitaca. It
consists of hundred and .eleven chapters, with several
lacunce. .

f4., from Sidhipura, another village in the Karni-
taca. It consists of one section, its chapters being left
undivided in number.

4., from Chempi, also a village in the same district.
Several chapters are wanting about themiddle of this copy.
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7.y from Gomanta or Goa. It consists of two sections
in hundred and eight chapters ‘and bears the date 1700
A. D.

#T.y from K4s’i or Benares. This MS. contains a hun-
dred chapters in all.

4., These are five MS. copies collected from several
gentlemen in Bombay. Although possessing slight pecu-
liarities of their own, their likeness is very striking, and
they coincide to the extent of seeming rather to be copies
of copies with errors heaped upon errors. Each of these
copies is noted &, @, 7, and thus in order.

With the exception of the MS. ., which is written in
the Kanarese character, all the others are in Devanigari.
They are, also with one exception, undated.-

To the text of the SahyAdri~Khanda have been added
almost all the Mahdtmyas or legends in connection with
the foundation of temples along the Sahy&dri range,
hitherto unedited, and which are considered to be its
supplements.

Some of the copies betray the attempt to alter and
interpolate, others, to mutilate rather than to circumvent,
to which may be added miscopying. All these faults have,
however, been controlled by the multiplicity of copies, and
the variants (varie lectiones) which they supply, given at
the foot of the pages where they occur.

Beyond correcting clerical errors I am not conscious
of having taken any liberty with the text. There may
have escaped,in spite of the care taken,some incorrections
in the MSS., whose copyists have committed numerous
violations of orthography; but some allowance, I trust, will
be made for me in the novelty and difficulty of the task.
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Of the nature, character,,and value of the work I
reserve to write in the inggductory essay to my translation
of the text, which is in preparation.

I cannot refrain, ere I conclude, from expressing my
best thanks to Messrs. Lakshuman Keni Shastri, Yeshvant
Fondab4 Danéita, and Ganesh Ananta Shastri, all of them
competent Sanskrit scholars, who in carrying the text
through the press have given me their invaluable aid,
and also from acknowledging the frank and amiable genero-
sity of those who have assisted by the loan of their MSS.
in the restoration of the text.

J. GERSON DA CUNHA.
Bombay, 2nd February 1877.
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