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LIFE OF THE AUTHOR.

Tris great Lama was born in the year 1702 A. D. (Tree-monkey / /{
of the 12th cycle of 60 years) at a place in the neighbourhood of the
Dgon-lufi monastery of Amdo in ulterior Tibet. He was better known
by his family name of Sum-pa, which means one from the country of
Sum, & province in Western Tibet. In his infanoy, he is said to have
given indications of his identifying himself with the spirit of his
predecessor. While very young he learnt {o read and write with
extraordinary facility. He became well known by the name of
Bum-pa Shabs-drufi. He was admitted into the monastery of Dgon-
luti in the 9th year of his age. He received instruction, in the sacred
literature of the Buddhists, under Loaf-skys Rinpoche Nag-Dwa# X
chos-/dan) and Thu-Kwan chos-kyi rgya-mtsho and other great
Lamas. From Loafi-skya he received the vows of monkhood, who
gave him the name Yege Dpal-hbyor. He studied metaphysics,
logio, rhetorio, poetry, Buddhist liturgy, ritual, and the dogmatical
and theoretical differences of the various Buddhist schools. He also
learnt arithmetic, medicine, the soience of vocal music, the works on
. Bitra and Tantra, and the art of sacred painting. With the acqui-
sition of all this learning he was oocupied till the twentieth year of
his age. In eddition to aoquiring all the virtues and possessing
talents of his predecessor, he gained the highest proficiency in
astronomy, estrology and the science of figures. His fame of
learning surpassed that of all other Lamas of his age in Tibet, China,
and Mongolia. In the twentieth year of his age he visited Tibet
proper, and took his admission as a student in the monastery of
. Hbras-spifis (Dap(fi). In the year 1725 he visited Gtsafi, where he
took the final vows of monkhood from Panchen Blo-bzafi Yece. In
the 22nd year of his age he went on a pilgrimage to Lhokha with &
view to visit Sam-ye, and the famous sanctuaries of Yarlufi, where
he was very much pleased with an interview with Rgyal sras
Rinpoche (Nag-Dwah Hjigs-med). Rgyal-sras is said to have
explained to him, in a prophetic manner, what he was destined to
achieve and that he should proceed to Amdo, for the purpose of
founding monasteries and temples there, and also for diffusing
Buddhism in China. In his 23rd year he was appointed . ¥Khan-go
(abbot) of Sgo-maf in Hbras-spufis. In the following year,
when a dispute arose between the two provinoces of Dvus and
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Gteaf, he persistently declined to allow the monks of his college to
take up arms against their enemier, as it was an act prohibited by
the laws of Buddhism. The monks of other colleges followed his
example and desisted from fighting. He filled the chair of Sgq-maf
for a period of five years, after which he returned to Amdo. In the
80th year of his age, in pursuance of the prediction of Rgyal-sras, he
founded the monastery of Bshad-Sgrub glini with about eighty
monks. He brought the recluse hermitage of Bsam-gtan glif ri-khrod
with fifteen monks, which was founded by Dpall/dan kod-zer, under
his own monastery, and afterwards called it by the name of Sum-pa
ri-khrod. At the age of thirty-four, at the command of the empeior
Chin-lufi (divine protector), and in the 2nd year of his reign, he
visited China. Both ZLoafi-skya Roklpaki rDorje and he were
presented to the emperor, who asked them many questions on
religious matters. Sum-pa Khan-po is said to have answered all of
them without any difficulty whatever. Pleased with him the emperor
commanded that he be appointed the spiritual guide of all the chiefs
of Mongolia, and he also conferred on him a high sacerdotal rank by
letters patent, and authorized bhim to bear the title of Huthogtu
(eaint). The Lama respectfully accepted all the imperial favours,
with the excbption of the title of Huthogtu which honour he very
modestly declined, according to him it being intended for those who
aspired to worldly glory. The emp.ror was struck with the Lama’s
indifference to such a high honour, and remarked that within bis
vast empire he did not know one who like him could look with
indifference at such an exalted distinction. Henceforth, he rose
high in the esteem of the emperor and was declared to be a
real Lama. He resided in China for nine years. The emperor
occasionsally used to call him to his presence. The Lcaf-skya, who
presided at the head of Labrang (church), commanded that all
the Tibetan books on Buddhism extant in China should be revised
by Sum-pa, which he did to the great satisfaction of all. He therefore
gave him the clerical title Ertené (precious) Pandita. He presented
Yim with a diploma inscribed on a yellow scarf. Once, in every
- month the emperor used to give him audience and converse with him
on religious matters for several hours. He resided for five yearsin
Peking, during whioh time he enjoyed the esteem and the veneration
of the Manchu and the Mongol residents and the pilgrims of Peking.
At the time of his return to Amdo, which he performed viA Dolonor
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and Khar sfion-po he received considerable presents from the emperor,
Lcaf-skya and the great Wang (chiefs) of China and Morgolia.
At Rirvo-rtse /fia (Woo-thai Shan in the Province of Shen-si) he
stayed one year in order to perform religious worship in the great
sanctuary of Mafiju Ghoga. In his northward journey he visited
Alaksha, receiving immense presenis from the Mongols, whenoe he
proceeded to Dgon-lufh. Being indifferent to worldly comforts, he did
not like much ostentation, and consequently kept few retainers and
servaots. In the .43rd year of his age he was appointed to the head-
ship of Dgon-lud monastery. Out of the immense wealth he had ac-
quired in China and Mongolia he used to send large presents to the
Panchen and Dalai Lamas, to the great monasteries of Sera, Hbras-
spufi, Dgak-idan, Bkra-gis lhun-po, &. Hoe also set up innumerable
Buddhist images, inseriptions and chortens, &. His works are
voluminous and many. Being diseatisfied” with the existing works
on astronomy, astrology and chronology of Tibet, he wrote a dis-
sertation on them after collating 20 works by different authors. He
found the works of M khas-grub rje and Bu-ston to be more correct
than others. He died at the age of 73. The following are his
prinoipal works: 44 74 ey

Kun-gsal meloﬁ (on arithmetic, astronomy and astrology) a large
volume written in very small characters.

Bdud-rtsi thig-pa (drops of neotar) on medlome 4;\-

Lag-len (practioe) of medicine, &o. yayaly'

Qel-dkar melofl (crystal mirror) on diagnosis. <% awlxarv

Gso-dpyad, healing art. 1) ’\/\; Yy

Sku-srufi thugs-rten dkyll thig tshad (structure, proportion and
form of images, diagrams, symbols, &o.).

Sgra, Sfian-fiag and slos-gar (rhetorio and poetry snd drama).

Rgya-Bod and Hor Chos-Abyuft (Dpagbsam L]on-bzsﬁ), i.0.
Pac Bam Jox Zana, i.., the history of Buddhism (its rise, progress
and downfall in India),in China and Tibet. This work was completed
in the year 1747 A. D. It contains a “Reiumig (chronologioal
table of important events, oocurrences, &o., of Tibet).

A work on Buddhist charms to enable men to work miracles.

Hdsam-glifi spyi-bgad (gemeral acoount of the world), i.e., on the
geography of the world.

A work on Yoga.

A work op fortune-telling and divination,

A work on meditatien.
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