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PREFACE

This book was written and revised by my father, but
unfortunately he did not live to see it published. The
duty of, in some measure, still further revising it, and of
seeing it through the Press, has therefore fallen upon
myself.

The work is primarily meant for students, and if it
can help to create in the heart of the rising generation a
just pride in their national heritage, the deceased scholar’s
labours will be amply rewarded.

Opinions will almost inevitably differ as to the value
of sources rclicd upon, and the soundness of conclusions
reached, by the Author. To generous critics who would
have me correct some slip or make good some omission
I shall feel grateful.

My grateful thanks are due to Prof. S. Bhattacharji, M.A.,
of the Sanskrit College, Calcutta, and to Messrs. P. Gupta,
M.AL, and A. Raychaudhuri, M.A., for help received
during the revision of the work.

I have to acknowledge a debt of gratitude to Mr.
Donald A. Mackenzie, who has so kindly contributed a
Foreword to the book. Mr. Mackenzie has expressed
himself as being ¢ particularly struck by observing how
far advanced the deccased author was in his perception
of the trend of anthropological discovery in India ”.

Lastly, my thanks are due to members of the staff of
our publishers, Messrs. Blackie & Son (India), Ltd.,
without whose interest and willing co-operation the book
would never have seen the light of day.

A. C. BANER]I.

CALCUT!A.






FOREWORD

By DONALD A. MACKENZIE

Modern research has greatly extended our knowledge
of early India. As the ‘‘ miracle of Greece ”’ no longer
obtains in consequence of the revelations of the archz-
ologists in Crete and elsewhere in the Near East, so there
is in India no longer an ‘‘ Aryan miracle .

It has been established that a wonderful pre-Aryan
civilization existed in the Indus valley many centuries
before the period of the Aryan intrusions, and that it was
of higher and more complex character than can be gathered
from the patriotic writers who celebrated the achievements
of the famous Vedic Age. The discovery at Harappa on
the Ravi in the Montgomery district of the Panjab of
‘“ seals * lettered in a strange script, which had been un-
earthed from time to time, presented to modern scholars
a problem that aroused speculations on the one hand
and scepticism regarding these on the other, but ulti-
mately led to the thrusting open of the door to forgotten
wonders of antiquity.

In 1921 the author of this volume was engaged in
laying bare Buddhist remains at Mohenjo-Daro on the
Indus, in the Larkana district of Sindh, when, as Sir
John Marshall has recorded,! he ‘ came by chance on
several ‘ seals ’ which he recognized as belonging to the
same class as the remarkable ‘ seals ’ with legends in an
undecipherable script, long known, from the ruins of
Harappa, in the Panjab . He ‘‘ was quick to appreciate

3 Mohenjo-Daro and the Indus Civilization. Probsthain, 1932, 3 vols.
vii
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the value of his discovery ”’, and he at once deepened
his digging on the east side of a Buddhist monastery.
Here, Mr. Banerji was a pioneer, and his work resulted
in the discovery of remarkable remains that antedate the
Buddhist structures by two or by three thousand years.
““ This was no small achievement ”’, says Sir John Mar-
shall, and he goes on to remind us that Mr. Banerji’s
conclusions upon it have been remarkably borne out by
subsequent research. Larger operations have since been
carried out, but they do not lessen the credit due to Mr.
Banerji or diminish the importance of his discoveries.

Mohenjo-Daro lies about four hundred miles distant
from Harappa, and. after the discoveries made there by
Mr. Banerji in 1921-22, the larger operations that were
conducted fully established the existence of the pre-Aryan
city of Mohenjo-Daro and that of Harappa, the eloquent
relics of a homogeneous pre-Aryan civilization which, in
the light of comparative evidence, has been carried back
to the fourth millennium B.c.

Seals similar to those discovered in the Indus valley
have been found at various sites in Elam and Sumeria
(Lower Mesopotamia), and there are other indications
that cultural and trading connexions existed between north-
western India and the ancient civilization of the Tigro-
Euphrates valley. The Aryans did not enter India till
‘the second millennium B.c., and their culture had no
connexion with that of the much earlier settlers, who were
apparently the Dravidians or proto-Dravidians, later re-
presented by various communities in southern India,
speaking dialects of the Dravidian language.

The early Indus valley settlers were agriculturists and
traders and their high social organization is reflected by
their well-planned and well-built cities. Mohenjo-Daro
was laid out with thoroughfares that, like the great
pyramids of Egypt, were oriented as near]y as possible to
the cardinal points, and the buildings were constructed of
kiln-baked bricks. Houses had doors and windows, paved
floors and drains like those in Mesopotamia and Crete,
and there were bathrooms and other conveniences. A
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great variety of vessels were manufactured. Copper, tin
and lead had come into use and ornaments were made of
gold, silver, ivory, bone, imported lapis-lazuli and of
faience. Yet stone was still so freely used that the archee-
ologists regard the early Indus settlers as a people of the
Chalcolithic Age—the transitional stage between the ages
of stone and metal. Artifacts (articles made by man) of
chert were still being manufactured for occupational
purposes. Domesticated animals included the elephant
and camel, as well as the pig, shorthorn and humped
cattle, the buffalo, sheep and the dog. Barley, wheat and
the cotton plant were cultivated, and spinning and weaving
had reached an advanced stage. Clay figures and images
and phallic bztylic stones suggest that Durga and Siva
worship was of a very much greater antiquity in India
than has hitherto been supposed.

It was formerly customary to explain, by wrongly
adopting the theory of biological evolution, the gradual
development of Vedic religion into the Brahmanical
complex, with Brahma, Siva and Vishnu eclipsing Indra,
Agni, Varuna and Mithra, and with the goddesses rising
into prominence. The modern view, confirmed by the
striking Indian discoveries, is that the process was rather
one of ‘‘ culture mixing ”’, and that the religious changes
were due mainly to the fusion of Aryans and Dravidians
and their distinctive cultures, the ancient Dravidians
having been a refined and highly civilized people. As
is shown in the chapters that follow, the Dravidians had
a currency while yet the Aryans practised a system of
barter, and were sea-traders before the introduction of a
Sanskrit equivalent for the word “ sea ™.

Research in Indian pre-history and history has been
further promoted by the aid of numismatology (science
of coins in relation to history), by philology and by the
study of art and inscriptions and a great abundance of
literature in various languages. Some dynasties have
been restored almost by numismatic data alone, and much
light has been thrown upon the origin and development
of styles in sculpture and architecture by the accumula-
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tion and critical investigation of comparative evidence.
In this volume a wonderfully full and consecutive nar-
rative is provided from early times to the period of the
Musalman conquest. Many blanks have been filled in,
and for each period there are useful bibliographies which
will serve as guides to those who desire to specialize
in particular fields of research. The various kingdoms
of the north and south are given special treatment, as
are also the various intrusions of alien peoples who have
contributed to the ethnical complex of the great sub-
rcontinent of India. Of very special interest is the restora-
tion of the Dravidians to their proper place in history as
influential shapers of Indian civilization. Pro-Aryan
writers of the past have inclined in no small measure
to share the political prejudices of the ancient Vedic
authors, who referred to the Dravidians as fierce, hostile
and semi-savage peoples. Fusions of Aryan and Dravidian
cultures and peoples came in time. In this volume it is
shown that before the period of the Musalman intrusions
there were prosperous, progressive and enterprising Aryo-
Dravidian communities in southern India, who not only
extended their sway towards the north, but to farther
India, the Dutch East Indies and Malaya. Greeks,
Romans and Arabs had long traded with and influenced
Dravidian seaport communities, and Aryo-Dravidian
seafarers and colonizers carried from time to time the
elements of a complex Indian civilization with Western
features to distant places, including Cambodia, whence,
it would appear, there emerged at intervals fresh carriers
of some of the elements of the specialized and locally
developed Aryo-Dravidian colonial culture to even more
distant areas.
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BOOK 1

Prehistoric India

CHAPTER 1

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA

India is the central peninsula of the three which lie in the
south of Asia. On account of its extent, diversity of climate, Extent.
differences in physical features, and the variety of races that
inhabit the country, it can very well be called a continent. The
northern part very often resembles a tract in the frigid zone,
though situated in the temperate area, and the extreme south
resembles, to some extent, the central part of Africa on account
of its very great heat. The name India was originally applied
to the country on both banks of the River Indus by the Greeks
who served under the Hakhamanishiya or Achzmenid em-
perors of ancient Persia, or those who came with Alexander
the Great. The Sanskrit name for the River Indus, Sindhu,
became Hindu, Hidu in the ancient dialects of Iran (Avestan
and Old Persian), which the Greeks turned into Indos, and
this Indos is the source of Indus, India.

The extent of the country has varied at different times.
At present many scholars think that Afghanistan did not form Afghani-
a part of India at any time. But the explorations of Stein i in **
Central Asia and of the French School of Archzology in
Afghanistan prove that that tract at one time formed an
integral part of India. Afghanistan may be roughly divided
into three parts: Kabul and Herat in the north, and Kandahar

(x588) 1 B
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Ceylon
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in the south. Of these three, the Kabul district is the most
fertile, Kandahar stands next, and Herat last both in point of
fertility and population. Kabul and Kandahar were Indian
in population, language, and faith till the beginning of the
sixteenth century.

Afghanistan consisted of the provinces of Aria, Arachosia,
Gedrosia, Paropanisadai, and part of Drangiana. These
provinces are now represented by the Vilayats of Herat, Balkh,



PHYSICAL FEATURES OF INDIA 3

Kabul, Ghazna or Ghazni and Kandahar. They formed a
province of the first and northernmost region of India.

Baluchistan has always been a different country and forms
a part of the Iranian desert, though it lies so very close to the
Indian provinces of Afghanistan and Sindh. This country was
the borderland between India and Persia, and the northern ***
part of it, now called Kalat, was called Drarigini in Sanskrit
and Zranka in Old Persian, both of which terms mean “ The
Frontier . When the Greeks came they transliterated this
term into Drangiane or Drangiana.

Geographically India is divided into four parts. The first
consists of the mountainous country extending from the bor-
ders of Persia in the west to those of the province of Yun-nan
in the south of China. Most of the provinces in this region
are enclosed within a very long and wide mountain system
called the Himalayas and the Hindu-Kush. The Himalayas
form a barrier between the high tableland of Tibet and the low
plains of the basins of the Ganges and the Indus river systems.
Towards the north-west this mountain chain encloses the
fertile valley of Kashmir, which was the bed of a lake in pre-
historic times, and the small groups of valleys of the modern
districts of Balkh, Kabul and Kandahar in Afghanistan. The
western part of this mountain system has acquired different
names; such as the Karakorum, the Hindu-Kush, the Sulai-
man, and the Khirthar; but in reality they are parts of one
range. The western side of these mountains is entirely different
from the eastern; the latter is covered with dense vegetation,
while the former is almost bare. But these western ranges
contain the fertile valleys of Kabul and Kandahar. The
eastern part contains the less productive and smaller valleys
of Kumaun, Garhwal, and Nepal. In the north-eastern corner,
these valleys, though more frequent and fertile, are not pro-
ductive, on account of the dense jungle, which has not been
removed since the formation of this tract.

The second part, or region, consists of the basins of the
seven rivers of the Panjab and the flat plains through which
the Ganges and the Brahmaputra flow. In recent geological
ages, this tract, with the exception of the hills in the Jhelum
district of the Panjab, formed with Rajputana a sea-bed.

Bnlnchl-

The Four
Regions.

The First
Region.

The
Mountain
Region.
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The The ancient sea has gradually dried up and the basins of the

Region.  great rivers have been filled with alluvium brought down during
thousands of years. Rajputana has remained barren and arid,
as no freshwater stream flows through it to make its soil fertile
and productive. The bed of the ancient sea was uncovered,
and the vast sandy plain, which once formed the ocean bed,
now constitutes the great Indian Desert lying between the
provinces of Malwa and the Panjab. A remnant of the ancient
sea now forms the salt lake of Sambhar near Ajmer and the
great salt marsh, called the Rann of Cutch (Sanskrit Irina),
between the mouths of the Indus and the peninsula of Kathia-
wad. The second region is bounded on the north by the
jungles at the foot of the Himalayas, on the east by the moun-
tain ranges which separate Bengal from Burma, on the west
by the mountains of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and on
the south by the jungles on the northern slope of the Vindhya
ranges.

The third region consists of the great plateau in the centre
of the Indian Peninsula. The plateau rises abruptly at the
end of the vast plain through which the Ganges, the Brahma-
putra, and the Indus flow. The country between the basins
of these rivers and the slope of the tableland is full of dense
jungle and low hills. The Vindhya Mountains run through
the centre of this belt of hills and forests. They consist of two
or more parallel ranges of hills, running from Rajmahal at the
western extremity of Bengal to the Gulf of Cambay. The
plateau itself is a triangle, smaller than the peninsula, two sides
of -which are almost parallel to the eastern and western coasts
of India. This plateau is much less fertile than the second

The Third region and consists of a vast undulatmg plain intersected by
thDeccan smaller plateaux, which very often rise in two or three tiers.
Flateau.  The western edge of this plateau is higher than the eastern,
and these two edges are bounded by mountain chains called
the Eastern and the Western Ghats. The plateau slopes from
west to east, and the apex of the triangle is formed by a high
projection which runs due south from the Nilgiris and divides
Travancore from the British province of Madras. This pro-
jection is called the Anaimalai Hills. The soil of the plateau
varies in different regions. The western part is formed of
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lava and its soil is almost black. As one approaches the eastern
edge of the plateau, he sees the change in the soil, and near
the Eastern Ghats it is reddish, as is that at the end of the
plateau to the south of the rivers Krishna and Tungabhadra.
The plateau culminates in the Hindu state of Mysore, which
is higher at the southern end than most of the plateau itself.

The fourth part or region of India consists of a broad belt
of fertile land which runs along the sides of the peninsula.
It is bounded on one side by the sea and on the other side by
the Eastern or the Western Ghats. The western part of this
belt is called the Konkan, from Sanskrit Kankana, a bracelet.
The northern part, lying between the Gulfs of Cambay and
Trombay, is very fertile and formed the richest portion of the
Mughal Subah of Gujarat. Near Bombay the hills approach
the Arabian Sea, and the tract between Bombay and Goa is
not so fertile as Gujarat. But the coast land produces salt and The Coa ¢t
provides for a large number of fishermen, while the valleys Foured™*

. R Region.

produce abundant crops of rice on account of the heavy rain-
fall during the south-western monsoon. South of Goa, the
land is as fertile as Bengal and supports a very dense popu-
lation. The country consists of a flat alluvial plain stretching
from the Western Ghats or the Anaimalai Hills to the salt
creeks near the sea coast. The eastern belt of coastland, from
Ramnad near Ramesvaram to Tanjore, is also very rich and
fertile and supports the densest population in Southern India.
To the north of Tanjore the belt contracts, and above Madras
the nature of the soil changes. The population is also less
dense. The northern part of the eastern belt is much less’
fertile than the southern part, and the inhabitants are less
enterprising than the people of the western coast. The people
of Malabar are born sailors, and their sea-going craft are much
more seaworthy than the cruder boats of the eastern coast.
Therefore, while the natives of Konkan and the Malabar coast
are bold sailors and trade with the Gulf of Persia and the Red
Sea, the more primitive craft of the eastern coast are hardly
fit for the open sea. The difference between the types of the
sea-going craft of the eastern and western coasts of India
reflects to some extent the important characteristics of the
inhabitants of those parts.



The
Negritoes

6 PREHISTORIC INDIA

From a historical viewpoint the four regions differ greatly.
Since early times the sea coast has been the abode of enter-
prising foreigners, who have crossed over from other lands.
The rich fertile coast land has seen the rise of many different
civilizations. The Deccan plateau and the three mountain
systems which gird it have afforded a safe refuge to conquered
races from time immcmorial, and its barren and unproductive
soil has repelled invaders, while the broad fertile plain of the
basins of the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra has attracted
hungry nomads from outside India from the very dawn of the
history of mankind. Like the third region, the secluded valleys
of the mountain-girt Himalayan region have sheltered the
remnants of conquered races of different historic periods.
The languages, manners, and customs of the different inhabi-
tants of these alpine valleys of India afford very great help in
the reconstruction of the history of her prehistoric past.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, chap. i.

CHAPTER 11
THE RACES OF INDIA AND THEIR LANGUAGES

Being really a continent, India is inhabited by peoples of
different races, who speak many different languages. The
oldest of these peoples are the inhabitants of the Andaman
Islands, who belong to the Negrito branch of the Negro race.
Their language does not show any affinity to any other lan-
guage of the world. The Negritoes are to be found on the sea
coast of Makran, between India and Persia, in the Malay
Peninsula, and in the Philippines. Formerly they lived along
the entire sea coast from Arabia to China, but now they have
been either driven inland or have been exterminated or enslaved
and absorbed by people of many other races. The Negritoes
lived entirely by fishing and hunting, and the ancient Greek
writers called them Ichthyophagoi or fish-eaters. They pos-



RACES AND LANGUAGES i

sessed very rude weapons made of stone and bones of animals.
Their weapons of stone are so rude and primitive that scholars
call them weapbns of the Old Stone Age or Paleoliths. They famo
had no idea of building houses or huts, and lived in caves or
in mere thatched shelters. They had no idea of throwing
missiles, and we do not know as yet whether they had ad-
vanced sufficiently to make earthenware pots. Agriculture
was not known among them, and they clothed themselves
with skins or grass mats. The Andaman Islanders do not
know how to produce corn even now, and live entirely by
hunting and fishing, and on wild roots and berries. They
fashion weapons from old nails or pieces of glass and shoot
fish with arrows.!

The Negritoes were followed by another race, who came
from the south-eastern regions of Asia and at one time covered
the entire archipelago, from the Easter Islands in the Pacific
to Madagascar on the coast of Africa. In the north, the lan-
guages spoken by them are still to be found in Yasin to the
north of Kashmir and in the small valleys of Nepal. Scholars
call these people the Austric, or Southern race. This word
has nothing to do with Australia. No connexion has as yet
been established between the primitive inhabitants of Aus-
tralia and the Austric people of Southern Asia and the islands.
Some scholars think that these Austric people possessed an
advanced civilization at one time. There are huge statues
and pyramid-shaped altars in many of the islands of the
Pacific, but these are certainly not the handiwork of the
modern inhabitants. Traces of irrigation works and stone
masonry are to be found in some of the islands whose p esent-
day inhabitants do not know anything about masonry.?

The Austric hnguages fall into two broad groups, which are
called the Austronesian and the Austro-Asiatic. The Austro-
nesian or ‘‘ Southern Island ”’ languages are distributed over
a very wide area and include almost all the languages spoken
in the islands of the Pacific and the Indian Oceans, with the
exception of those spoken on the continent of Australia. The
Austro-Asiatic languages, on the other hand, are confined to

' Keane, Man, Past and Present, pp. 145-59.
! Perry, Children of the Sun,

The
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a smaller area. This group has been divided into three sepa-
rate sub-divisions. The first consists of the languages of the
wild Semang and Sakai who live in the Malay Peninsula. The
second contains the languages of the Khasi hillmen of Assam,
the inhabitants of the Nicobar Islands, and some of the isolated
inhabitants of Burma, such as the Palaung, the Riang and the
Wa. The third sub-division consists of the Munda or Kolian
languages of Central India and the group of languages called
the Mon-Khmer, which are spoken in Lower Burma and
Cambodia.

Scholars connect the invasion of India by the Austric people
with the age of weapons of polished stone or the Neolithic
Age. In this age men learnt to throw missiles, such as arrows
and darts, and improved their weapons of stone very greatly
by polishing them. The discovery of the potter’s wheel also
belongs to this age.

While the traces of the people of the Palzolithic Age are
confined to the hilly region of Central India and the eastern
part of the Deccan plateau, the remains of the Neolithic Age
are spread all over India. Traces of the habitation of Neo-
lithic men in the flat alluvial plains in the basins of the great
northern rivers are still apparent. The use of the Austric
languages is supposed to have extended at one time from the
north of Kashmir to Annam in Further India. It is supposed
that when the Austric-(Kol)-speaking neolithic people were
driven out of the fertile lands of the second region, some of
them took shelter in the inaccessible valleys of the Himalayas.
The little-known language of the people of the Yasin valley,
called Burushaski, is regarded by some scholars as being
allied to the Austric group of languages; and Austric influence
is apparent in some of the languages spoken in certain in-
accessible valleys of Nepal.

The largest group of Austric languages in Central India
is the Kolian or the Munda group. People who speak these

‘languages live in the hilly jungle tracts on both sides of the

Vindhyan range. They are the Santals, Mundas, Bhumijes,

.Birhors, Kodas, Larka Kols, Turs, Asurs, Agars, and Korwas.

These people live in the eastern part of the Vindhyan chain,
extending from Rajmahal in the east to certain parts of Chota-
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Nagpur. This group of languages extends as far west as the
Mahadeo Hills in the Central Provinces, where Kurku is
spoken. In the hilly tracts of Orissa, a small wild tribe, called
the Juangs, and in the Oriya-speaking districts of Madras
two other wild tribes, called the Savaras and the Gadabas, speak
'similar languages. This group of languages, which is com-
monly called the Munda languages, is supposed to represent
the language of the first group of the Austric people, who came
to India from the north-east.

The second wave of the Austric race, which invaded India 'gl:m a
some time after the first, used polished stone weapons with Invasion
““shoulders .1 This new type of weapon is to be found in Austric

Burma and Assam and very rarely in Chota-Nagpur. The Fe°Ple:
languages of the second group do not extend westwards be-
yond Bengal. The present remnants of these languages are
to be found in Assam, Burma, and the Nicobar Islands.
Certain Mongoloid tribes who invaded Assam in historical
times, such as the Angami Nagas, continued the use of
‘ shouldered ”’ stone implements up to recent times. .

The aboriginal tribes, who live in the western portion of
the Vindhyas, in the Aravalli range and the Western Ghats,
are allied to the Kolians or the Austric people, though they
have ceased to speak Austric languages. These are the Bhils,
the Minas, the Mairs, and the Kolis of Rajputana and Western
India. The wild tribes of Southern India, such as the Yanadis 3"‘:,:"",}
of the Telugu country, the Kurumbas, the Irulas, the Pani- the who:t
yans, and the Kadirs, have adopted Dravidian languages, South.
'though they seem to be of Negrito origin or the result of a
mixture of the Negrito and the Austric races. Some of these
tribes have become partially civilized and Hinduized. The
Kurubas of the Madras Presidency belong ethnically to the
same stock as the wilder Kurumbas, but they have taken to
agriculture and turned Hindu.?

The Neolithic phase of culture in the Indus valley was a
complex one. Remarkable evidence has been brought to
light by the dxscovery of brick-built, well-planned and Ascieat
highly-organized cities of agriculturists and traders at

3 A shouldered weapon possesses a small area on each side of the tenon which fits it
into the handle. +They are mostly adzes or axes.
S E, Thurston, Castes and Tyides of the Madras Presidency, Vol. IV, pp. 155-9.
(x568) B2

Citles.
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Harappa, in the Montgomery area of the Punjab and
Mohenjo-daro, in the Larkana area of Sindh. Although
copper was in use, stone implements were very freely used,
and a wonderful craftsmanship was displayed in the pro-
duction of ornaments of gold, silver, ivory, semi-precious
stones and even faience. Trading relations with other
centres of civilization have been established by finds of Indus
valley ““seals ™ in Sumeria (Lower Mesopotamia) and Elam

" (Western Persia). These cities were built by Dravidians, or

The Dra-
vidiars:
their Lan-
guages.

The
Southern

proto-Dravidians.  The scanty human remains so far forth-
coming indicate that representatives of the Mediterranean
race were, during the late city period, mixing with * round-
heads ” of the Alpine race and, perhaps, proto-Mongols.
The Dravidian languages are divided into four broad
groups: Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, and Malayalam. Telugu
is spoken in the northern part of the Madras Presidency
and the eastern part of the dominions of the Nizam of
Haidarabad. Tamil is spoken along the eastern coast from
near Madras to the end of the Indian Peninsula as well as in
the northern part of Ceylon. It is the richest of Dravidian
languages, and its literature is of extraordinary merit and
goes back to the early centuries of the Christian era. Old
Tamil literature enables us to form some idea of the civiliza-
tion of the Dravidians of the south at an early date. The
Kannada language is spoken in the south-western part of
India, consisting of the southern districts of the Bombay
Presidency, the western districts of the dominions of the
Nizam of Haidarabad, the Bellary and South Kanara districts
of Madras, and the state of Mysore. This, too, is an old lan-
guage which possesses a considerable literature of its own, and
can be divided into two different strata, old and new. Along
the south-western coast, Malayalam, which is regarded by
scholars as a branch of Old Tamil, is spoken from Canna-
nore to Cape Comorin. Kodagu, the language of Coorg, is
regarded by some as a dialect of the Kannada language. The
northernmost of the Dravidian languages is Brahui, the
language of Central Baluchistan. Other northern Dravidian
speeches are the language of the Malers of the Rajmahal
Hills, and that of the Oraons of Chota-Nagpur. These two
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tribes migrated to the north in historical times, after adopting
Dravidian languages, manners, and customs. In the eastern
part of the jungle tract, which lies to the south of the Vindhya
Hills, live the Gonds, another aboriginal tribe, who for a
time destroyed the Aryan kingdoms in this area. Many
of these Gond kings became Hindus and ruled over the
country extending from Orissa in the east to Saugor, in the
Central Provinces, on the west. The Hinduized Gonds call
themselves Nagavarhé§i Rajputs and have given up speak-
ing the Dravidian dialects, which the wilder Gonds still use.
The language of the Oraons is called Kurukh and that of the
Gonds, Gondi. Gondi, Kurukh, Malto (the language of the
Malers of Rajmahal), Kandh (the language of a small tribe
in the hill tracts of Orissa), Kollami (spoken by a very primi-
tive tribe in Berar), and Telugu together form the northern
group of the Indian Dravidian languages.

To the south of the Narmada, all wild aboriginal tribes
adopted Dravidian languages, religions, and customs; and
later on, some of them migrated to the north. The Bhils, the
Minas, and the Mairs of Rajputana at present speak dialects
of the Aryan language.

The Dravidians possessed a distinctive culture of their own,
and, perhaps, brought the knowledge of the use of metals
with them. They practised burial without cremation,
and followed the same customs regarding the disposal of
the dead as the ancient inhabitants of the islands of Crete
and Rhodes, and the cities of Troy and Babylon. They
placed the dead bodies in a crouching position inside terra-
cotta sarcophagi or placed the disintegrated bones in an
earthenware vessel. These earthenware vessels containing
dead bodies or bones have been found along the northern
coast of the Mediterranean Sea, in Mesopotamia, Babylonia,
Persia, Baluchistan, Sindh, and Southern India. When they
came in touch with the Indo-Aryans, who cremated their
dead instead of burying them, the Dravidians started burning
their dead also, but continued their ancient custom of placing
some of the bones in an earthenware jar, which was placed
in the family vault. Along with the dead, food, clothing, the
personal oruaments of the deceased, his arms, and other
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favourite objects were placed in the same burial urn, terra-

cotta sarcophagus, or stone burial chamber. The tombs of J263f

the Dravidians in Baluchistan and Sindh show the exclusive

use of copper and bronze weapons and ornaments. But the

tombs discovered to the south of the Godavari show the use

of iron, along with ornaments and vessels of bronze and Sopger

copper. Some of the bronze vessels are of exquisite beauty,

and show that the people who made them had advanced

considerably in the use of metals. The Dravidians also knew

the use of gold and silver and used golden crowns and arm- Gold and

lets. Some of these golden crowns have been discovered in Siver.

Dravidian tombs of the Iron Age at Adittanallur, in the

extreme south of the Indian Peninsula. The terra-cotta

sarcophagi found at Pallavaram and Perumbur in the Chingle-

put District, Dadampatti in the Madura District, and certain

places in the Salem District are exactly like the bath-tub-

shaped sarcophagi discovered at Brahmanabad and Mohen- m&'

]o-daro in Sindh, at Gehareh near Bagdad, and other places oare

in Babylonia. The multlple-legged cists found at Perumbur )

and numerous other places in the Madras Presidency resemble

the terra-cotta chests (larnakes) found at different places in

the Island of Crete. Herodotus has recorded that the Lycians

in Asia Minor were descended from the ancient Cretans and

they brought their national name, Termilai, from Crete, and

the ancient inscriptions of the Lycians tell us that they call

themselves Trimmili, which is the same as the Greek form

used by Herodotus! The method of cist-burials and urn-

burials, the similarity of names, and the identity of certain

pictograms or ideograms discovered in South-western Panjab

and Upper Sindh with the pictograms and the linear script,

of Crete, indicate that the ancient Dravidians were a branch'

of the same race as the ancient Cretans, and they brought:

the picture-writing and the burial customs with them from

South-eastern Europe. The Indian Dravidians discovered Certain

the use of money and were the first people to build dams ‘!.',. the

across rivers for the purpose of irrigation. The dams built "

by them in rivers which dried up long ago still exist in dif-

ferent parts of Baluchistan. They also improved their pottery
18. K. Chatterji, Modern Review, 1924, pp. 675=6.
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and made very fine thin jars and vases like egg-shell china,
some of which were decorated with paintings in many colours.
Poly-  Most of their pottery is wheel-turned and kiln-burnt. Beauti-
Pottery.  ful vases with magnificent polychrome decorations have been
discovered in Baluchistan and Sindh.
The pottery discovered in the Dravidian tombs of Southern
India is not painted. This pottery is very well made and is in
two colours only, red and black. Some of the tribes of Austric
origin, such as the Mundas and the Oraons of Chota-Nagpur,
Dravidian adopted the system of burying the bones of the dead in earthen-
Burial . .
Customs ware urns and jars. These jars have round bottoms and
in Gentral resemble the jars discovered in Sindh. Similar round-bot-
Burma.  tomed jars have been discovered in Pegu, which was colonized
by the Dravidians long before the birth of Christ.
The Dravidians were driven out of the fertile plains of
Northern India by a round-headed race about whom we know
nothing. They form a belt of round-heads between the
Dravidians of the south and the long-headed Aryans of the
Ihe rian Porth at the present day. These round-headed people are
Round-  supposed to have come from the Pamirs.! We do not know
anything about their manners and customs or their language.
Most probably they adopted the language, religion, manners,
and customs of the more civilized Dravidians, and mixed with
them.
The Aryans or Indo-Aryans invaded Persia and Babylonia
more than two thousand years before the birth of Christ.
ADe e in Lhey were nomads living somewhere to the north-east of
:'M:.{for ‘ 1 Babylon, who came to sell horses in Babylon and Asia Minor,
*  and the oldest inscriptions found at Boghaz-Kéi in Northern
Asia Minor gave some words of Indo-Aryan origin, such as
Panz-avartanna, i.e. five rounds, or Satt-avartanna, i.e.
seven rounds, to a horse at the time of breaking. Later on,
the Aryans founded a powerful kingdom in Asia Minor and
‘Babylon. The Aryan kings of Babylon were called the Kash-shu
Anr-!:: a" ‘or the Kassites, and they ruled over that country for many
Babylon centuries. The Aryan kingdom of Asia Minor was called the
Mitanni, kingdom of Mitanni, and we possess a very interesting series
of documents of the Aryan rulers of Mitanni discovered at

1 Chanda, Indo-Aryan Races, Part 1, pp. 37-78.
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Tell-el-Amarna in Egypt and at Boghaz-Kéi in Asia Minor.
From the Boghaz-Kéi inscriptions we know that the kings
of the Mitanni worshipped the same gods (Mitra, Indra,
Varuna, and the Nasatyas or Asvins) as the early Indo-Aryans
of India, and their names, like Dashratta, Artatama, Yash-
data, Shaush-shattar, also were of the same origin.1

After 1714 B.c. the Kassites occupied Babylon and de-
stroyed the independence of the early Semitic kings of that
country. The Kassites are supposed to have been a people
of the same origin as the Indo-Aryans, but when they con- The
quered Babylon they were certainly barbarians. After settling
down in Babylon they adopted the worship of the local gods
and gradually became united with the Semitic population
of that country. Evidence has been discovered of the exis-
itence of another Aryan colony on the eastern bank of Lake
Urumiah in Persia. These people are called the Manda in The
the inscription of Naram-Sin, one of the kings of Babylon,
who lived two thousand six hundred years before the birth
of Christ, and the Amadai in the inscriptions of the first
millennium B.c. found in Assyria. The Greek writers called
them Mantiane or Matiene. They existed as a separate tribe
even at the time of Alexander’s conquest of the ancient Persian
Empire in 331 B.C., and were called the Matiani. The Manda
were horse-dealers and they came to Asia Minor to sell horses, Aryans
. The introduction of horses into Babylonia was due to the the horse
Aryan barbarians who came from the steppes of Central Asia Siacesi®
under different names, such as the Kassites or the Kash-shu,
: the Mitanni, the Matiani or the Medes.

The Kassite kings ruled in Babylon for more than six
centuries. Their language was quite different from the language
of Akkad or old Semitic Babylonian. The ancient Babylonians Aryan |
compiled dictionaries of the Kassite language which now the Kat-
enable us to fix the Aryan affinities of the old Kassite language. sites.
The name of the Sun-god was Shuriyash (Sanskrit S#ryas),
but the Semitic or Babylonian form is Shamash (Arabic
Shams). Similarly, another god was called Maruttash, which
is a very close approach to the name of the Indian Wind-god
Marut. The Kassites were mountaineers who started plun-

1 Cambridge Ancient Hstory, Vol. I, pp. 311 2.
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dering the rich and fertile land on the banks of the Tigris
and the Euphrates about 2072 B.c. Gandash, the first Kassite
king of Babylonia, conquered Babylon in 1746 B.c. Very little
is known of the Kassite kings, but we get more light about the
‘early Indo-Aryan invaders of Asia Minor from the records
discovered at Boghaz-Kéi and Tell-el-Amarna.

From these records we learn that the Mitanni were people
of Aryan descent; their kings were at first independent, but
later on they had to become feudatories of the Egyptian
Empire. The earliest and most interesting of the records is the
correspondence of the kings of the Mitanni with the Pharaohs

Thatmosts Of Egypt of the eighteenth dynasty. Thutmosis III of Egypt
m. defeated the king of the Mitanni in Asia Minor and recorded
this event in hieroglyphics on the pylons of the great temple at
Karnak in Egypt. Thutmosis III was obliged to invade the
kingdom of the Mitanni, which lay to the east of the River
Euphrates, in order to punish its king for the part he had taken
in encouraging the rebels of Syria. The king of the Mitanni
was heavily punished, and the Egyptian Pharaoh crossed the
Euphrates and set up his boundary pillar. These events
g;u‘ﬁ;. happened in the first half of the fifteenth century before the
oo birth of Christ. After the conquest of the Mitanni, the princes
of that country were not removed but were allowed to remain
as feudatories of the Egyptian Empire. Amenhotep II of this
dynasty received the submission of the princes of the Mitanni
during his Syrian campaign of 1447 B.c. His son, Thutmosis
Marriages IV, married a daughter of King Artatama I, named Mute-
the A :g‘n muya. Thutmosis is said to have demanded the daughter of
the Artatama, to which demand the latter acceded and the lady
..4’ m'u..' y 1 was sent to Egypt. The alliance between the Mitannian royal
Bfyvian house and the Pharaohs strengthened the power of Egypt in
Asia Minor, and was productive of great benefit to the kings
of the Mitanni also. Mutemuya became the mother of the
next Pharaoh, Amenhotep III. In the Mitannian kingdom
Artatama I was succeeded by his son, Shutarna, who was
the contemporary of Amenhotep III, and married his
daughter Gilukhipa to Amenhotep. Shutarna’s son and suc-
cessor, Dushratta, continued to be the favourite of Amen-
hotep. Dushratta married his daughter Tadukhipa to Pharaoh
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Amenhotep IV, the son of Amenhotep III. The letters from
Dushratta to Amenhotep III reveal the position of the Mitan-

nian kings. They were ambitious enough to desire a daughter

of the royal house of Egypt for their harems, and their de-

mands for Egyptian gold were incessant. During the last

illness of Amenhotep, Dushratta sent the image of the goddess Dushratta
Ishtar to Egypt in the hope that the goddess might drive

away the evil spirits which were causing the illness.

Dushratta reigned for a long time. In his reign the
Mitannian kingdom was invaded by the Hittites. These
were defeated at first, but after the death of Amenhotep
IIT they returned in large numbers. Dushratta renewed
the alliance with the Pharaoh Akhenaten. At this time
Shubbiluliuma, the young and energetic king of the Hittites,
invaded the territories of Egypt and the Mitanni in Asxa Iavasion
Minor. King Dushratta was one of the three sons of Hitties.
Shutarna, and had gained the kingdom after the death
of his brother Artashumara. His other brother, Artatama,
remained his rival throughout. Artatama had taken refuge
in Naharin, a place beyond the reach of Dushratta, and here
Artatama II, his son Shutarna II, or Shutatara, and his
grandson Itakama lived as semi-independent kings. They
intrigued with the Hittite kings and remained a thorn in the
side of the kings of the Mitanni. Shubbiluliuma supported
Itakama, and after some time crossed the Euphrates, but
Dushratta somehow or other avoided open war. Shutatara,
or Shutarna II, and Itakama fought with the Hittite king on
account of his neglect of their interests, but both were
defeated and carried off to Khati, the capital of the Hittites.

In 1369 B.c. Shubbiluliuma placed Mattiuaza, the son of
Dushratta, on the throne of his father. The latter is said to g:::::no:
have been murdered by his son. Shutarna II and his son
Itakama now seized the kingdom, and the power of the Mitanni
came to an end. The kingdom was divided between the
Hittites and the Assynan kings of Nineveh. Shubbiluliuma
married his daughter t5 Mattiuaza and drove out Shutarna II Hittite
and his son. Mattiuaza is the last known Aryan king of the inAsia )
{Mitanni. The names of these kings of the Mitanni are dis- M'*°™

«tmctly Indo-Aryan. Artatama, Shutarna, and Dushratta
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(which stands for Sanskrit Dafaratha) are certainly Sanskritic,
and the names of the gods of the Mitannian kings show that
they worshipped some of the gods whom the Indo-Aryans of
India worshipped. It is therefore evident that the Mitannian
kingdom existed at a time when the Indian Aryans had not
separated from the Aryans living in Persia. Some of these
gods are mentioned in the sacred literature of the ancient
Persians, but there the forms of their names have changed.
The name Nasatya is common to the Mitanni and the Aryans
of India, but in ancient Persian literature these two gods,
who are called the Asvins or the Agvini-kumaras in later
Indian literature, are called the Naorhaithya. It is also quite
possible that the affinity between ancient Mitannians and the
Aryans of India was greater than that with the Aryans of
Persia.

The Aryans invaded India through Afghanistan and the
Khaibar Pass. At one time scholars supposed that they
invaded India on two different occasions. They were sup-
posed to have come in two waves, the first of which came
by the usual route, through Afghanistan and the Khaibar
Pass, and the second through the more difficult route along
the Pamirs and Dardistan to the north of Kashmir. This
theory, based on linguistic evidence, has now been abandoned
by the majority of scholars, because the Pamirs are so arid
and barren that it must have been absolutely impossible for
large masses of men to traverse that route.

Some time before the Aryan invasion, the Dravidians of
Northern India had fused with the Pamirians or the round-
headed people who had come through North-eastern Afghani-
stan and the Indus valley to Northern India. Evidently these
people had not colonized the Panjab, which had been left to
dark-skinned, flat-nosed aboriginals. The Indo-Aryans, when
they reached the fertile plains of the Panjab, found these dark-
skinned people in occupation.

The Indo-Aryans had enemies of two different classes, the
Vritras, i.e. civilized foes, and Dasas or Dasyus, i.e. enemies
of non-Aryan origin. The Italian anthropologist Giuffrida
Ruggieri agrees with Ramaprasad Chanda in thinking that the
first inhabijtants of India whom the Indo-Aryans met in the
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basins of the five rivers of the Panjab were aboriginals. Side
by side with these aboriginals appeared the Vritras, who were
civilized. In many cases, in later literature, reference is to
be found to a cultured race called the Asuras. These Asuras
are recognized as having been a civilized people, but were
looked down upon as they did not worship the deities whom
the Indo-Aryans revered. Some scholars thought that the
Asuras were the Medes or the Aryans of Assyria; but one Asuras.
fact has not been considered by such writers, namely, the
existence of an aboriginal tribe called the Asuras in Chota-
Nagpur, and the repeated mention of the Asuras in Vedic and
post-Vedic literature.

The Asuras are generally represented in the epics as a
cultured race of demons who possessed considerable skill in
building and were formidable enemies even to the gods.

Vedic literature contains numerous references to the Diasas

also, and it appears that after conquering the flat plains of the Thelr
Panjab the Indo-Aryans encountered a more civilized people. Cities.
These people are also called Dasas. Indra is said to have
shattered the hundred castles of Sambara. He is also said to

have occupied the seven cities of the enemies of Purukutsa

and plundered the wealth of the Anus. He destroyed the

cities of another non-Aryan chief named Pipru and plundered

Sushna. From this account it is evident that the terms Asura

and Dasa were used indiscriminately. The Nishadas, who

are described as noseless beings, were the first people whom

the Indo-Aryans met in the plains of the Panjab. But in the

fertile country between the Satlej and the Yamuna they came

across a more cultured people who possessed castles, cities,

and considerable wealth. Sambara was a Dasa and a for-
midable enemy of the Indo-Aryan king Divodasa; his father’s

name was Kulitara, the structure of which shows that the name

at least was non-Aryan. The name Anu, of the tribe whose

seven cities were conquered by the Aryan chief Purukutsa, also

appears to be of non-Aryan origin. The Danavas or the Asuras

formed a belt around the small Indo-Aryan colony. They ..
were probably the descendants of the Pamirians and the Asuraor
Dravidians, who were certainly far more civilized than the doms
Indo-Aryan invaders. Gradually they were conquered by the der
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newcomers, and mixed with them. Some of them belonged to
the mysterious people whom the Indo-Aryans called Nagas
or snakes, and whose representations are to be seen in paintings
and bas-reliefs of the historical period. Thus Vritra, the
Asura chief, is called a snake in the Satapatha Brahmana, but
in Mahabharata he is regarded as a prince among the Daityas.

g'lygu and The Kalakeyas, the Kileyas, or the Kalakhafijas are another

Dinava tribe who worshipped the Sun, from whom they were
supposed to be descended. It thus appears that the term Dasa
or Dasyu was indiscriminately applied to all enemies of the
Indo-Aryans and that the latter, after crossing the Panjab,
encountered another race or people called Asuras, Daityas,
or Dinavas. The Nagas formed a part of this civilized
race. When the Indo-Aryans had conquered and colonized
the basin of the Indus and its tributaries and that of the Ganges
as far as Benares, the Asuras surrounded them on all sides.
They were certainly in possession of Magadha or South Bihar
and modern Rajputana at the time of the tribal war between
the Pandavas and the Kurus. These Asuras were great builders,
and their building operations were regarded with awe and
reverence by the Aryans. In Vedic literature mention is
made of castles of the Dasas built of stone. Cities belonging
to the Asuras are called Patala, Saubha, Pragjyotisha, Hiranya-
pura, and Takshasila. In the eastern countries Girivraja, the
capital of the Asura chief Jarasandha, and its defences excited
the admiration of the Pandava chief Bhima. When Yudhishthira,
the eldest of the Pandavas, performed the Rijasliya ceremony,
the Asura architect Maya was called to design and build the
buildings required for the sacrifice. -The Asuras were thus a
people who gradually succumbed to the virility of the new
invaders and ultimately merged among them. A portion of
them found refuge in the Chota-Nagpur Hills, where they
lapsed into barbarism. Such lapses of a more civilized people
have been recorded, as in the case of the Red Indians of North
America. These Asuras are generally regarded as worshippers
of the Phallus with obscene rites. The epic literature refers
to the Asura kings as worshippers of Mahideva in the majority
of cases, and the prevalence of phallic worship in the south is
a clear indication of the fact that before the Asuras had adopted
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the outward form of worship of the Aryans, they were
worshippers of the phallic emblem.

In the extreme north-east the kings of Pragjyotisha or Assam
claim to be descended from an Asura named Naraka. References
in the Vedic literature very clearly indicate that the Indo-
Aryans regarded that part of Northern India only to be fit
for the occupation of Indo-Aryans where their peculiar manners
and customs and mode of worship had obtained prevalence. The Jade-
The Indo-Aryans had brought with them the cult of the figecwor-
worship of Fire, a practice which they and the ancient Iranians *PiPPers:
had adopted after the downfall of the Mitannian kingdom and
the Hittite conquest of Asia Minor. In the Aitareya Brahmana
it is mentioned that Bharata Dauhshyanti, the king of the
Kaurava clan, performed one hundred and thirty-three horse
sacrifices, out of which seventy-eight were performed on the
banks of the River Yamuna and fifty-five on those of the
Ganges. This indicates that in the middle Vedic period, when
the Brihmanas were being compiled, the land between the
Ganges and the Yamunia was the centre of Indo-Aryan
activities. The Satapatha Brahmana mentions that from the
banks of the River Sarasvati the sacred fire travelled along
the northern bank of the Ganges and crossed the Saray'u, The |
Gandak, and Kosi rivers, and reached the western bank of theMlgrl-
the River Sadanira, i.e. the modern Rapti. There is no mention Secrmcial
of the entrance of the sacrificial fire into Magadha or South **:
Bihar and Bengal. A number of Indian law-books expressly
mention that such Indo-Aryans as went to the countries of
Bengal, Kaliriga, and Sauvira (Kathiawad-Cutch) had to per-
;form a special ceremony of purification. These references
'show that the Indo-Aryans did not colonize any other part of
‘India except the Panjab and parts of the United Provinces.
Their immigration into the east and the south was barred by
the powerful Asura kingdoms.

The process of fusion of the Indo-Aryans and the earlier
‘inhabitants of India of Dravidian origin was very slow. The
.Aryans never succeeded in conquering or colonizing any part The =
of India which lay to the south of the Yamuna and to the east of Indo-
of N. Bihar. Their settlement in the modern provinces of Aca"q{...t
Sindh and Rajputana is also problematical, and it is certain
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that they never succeeded in penetrating the country to the
south of the Vindhyan range and the River Narmada.

The immigrations into India through the more difficult
passes of the north-east are less familiar to us. It is certain
that the Austric people came to India in two different waves
in the Neolithic period, but later waves of immigration through
these passes must be referred to the historical period. The
wild tribes living in Assam and the Indo-Burman frontier
must have entered India long after the Aryan colonization of
the north-west. The earliest of these are the Tibeto-Bur-
mans, represented by the Boda, Koch, Tipra, &c., tribes of
Northern Bengal, the Khyen, and the Chutiyas of Assam.
The Tibeto-Burmans came into the Brahmaputra valley in
several different waves, and it is now impossible to classify
their invasions in any reliable chronological order. The
latest of these newcomers are the Sino-Siamese, such as the
Shans or the Ahoms of Assam and the Khamtis of the border.
These tribes rarely intermarried, and, with the exception of
the Ahoms, they retain their barbaric habits and primitive
forms of worship to the present day.
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CHAPTER III

THE EARLIER INDO-ARYANS AND THE
MARITIME EMPIRE OF THE DRAVIDIANS

The date of the Indo-Aryan settlement in India remains
shrouded in mystery. The affinity between the names of the

.Indo-Aryan deities in the tablets of treaties between the

‘kings of the Mitanni and the Hittites and the forms of the
names of the same deities in the Vedic literature of India

invasion. shows that the Indo-Aryan settlement in India must have
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taken place about the same date as the Aryan invasion of
Asia Minor. Scholars are divided in opinion about the date
of the immigration of the Indo-Aryans into India. The majority
of European scholars hold that they came in the second
millennium B.c., sometime between 1500 and 1200 B.C.
Others, including Jacobi, are inclined to place the date of the
Indo-Aryan conquest or immigration in the fourth millen-
nium B.Cc. The existence of a powerful Indo-Aryan empire
in Asia Minor from the beginning of the second millennium
B.C., and the long process required for the Aryanization of The Sepa-
Dravxdlan culture, show that the date of the Indo-Aryan the fadtan
conquest must be pushed back into the third millennium B.c., n..‘_’nhn
and that the separation of the Indo-Aryans and Indo-Iranians Groups
probably took place long after the settlement of the Indo-
Aryans in India.

The Indo-Aryans were divided into a number of small
tribes, each ruled by a king, or tribal chief, when they colonized
Afghanistan and the Panjab. There was no caste system The Con-
among the Indo-Aryan tribes at the time of their immigration, tl?:‘;::::.d
but a priesthood had already grown up. Before the immi- 28
gration, the functions of the tribal priest and the ruler seem
to have been united, but the long wars which took place
between the Indo-Aryans and the earlier settlers in Afghan-
istan and the Panjab must have forced the members of an
Indo-Aryan tribe to divide themselves into different groups
according to their vocations in life. Magic rites being regarded §B%, ...,
as equally important with the conquest of the enemy, the gadthe
functions of the tribal magician or priest appear to have "
become different from those of the tribal chief or the leader
in war, at a very early date. But even after the settlement of
the Indo-Aryans in India, the priestly functions were not
confined to a particular class, or in other words, division of
labour had not yet degenerated into a rigid caste system.

Opinion is yet divided about the state of culture of the
Indo-Aryans at the time of their irruption into Afghanistan
or the Panjab Even if agriculture was known to these people, Indo-
their skill in it appears to have been of a very low order. Givilisa-
After their settlement in the Panjab their progress seems
to have been very rapid. The fertile plains on the banks
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of the five rivers made agricultural operations very easy. At
this time the Indo-Aryans were carrying on a ceaseless war
with the earlier and more civilized inhabitants of the country,
and very often it became impossible for the warriors of a
tribe to return to their villages in time for the sowing of corn.
‘The adults of the tribe appear to have been divided into two
groups, the tillers of the soil and the warriors. As in the case
of the priests, the functions of the agriculturists and the
warriors appear to have been interchangeable at the beginning.
Later on, when more skill was required for the cultivation
of the field, as well as for fighting a more civilized enemy,
the division of labour in each tribe became fixed. Gradually
the warriors obtained the upper hand, and the agriculturists
became the members of a lower stratum of the tribal society.
The Indo-Aryans came to India in very small numbers,
and they did not make any attempt at preserving the purity
of their stock. From the very beginning they admitted tribes

- of foreign or mixed origin into their communities, and the

statements of the present-day Brahmanical writers about the
racial purity of the Indo-Aryans and the rigidity of their
marriage regulations are inaccurate. When the Rigveda
was compiled, the priestly caste had already been separated.
Among the priests, however, two of the warrior clans had
forced their way. The Angirasas, the Vadishthas, the Agastyas,
and the Bhargavas are stated to have been of divine origin,
but the Vi§vamitras and the Kanvas belonged to the warrior
class. The Angirasas are called the sons of heaven, or of
the Fire. The Bhirgavas claim descent from Varupa, the
god of the Sky. The Vasishthas are called the descendants
of Mitra or the Sun-god. But the Kusikas or the Vigvami-
tras belonged to the Bhirata group of the warrior caste.

aad of the Kanva is the son of Nrishad, who according to the Puranas

culto.

was a Kshatriya. According to the Srauta-sttra of Aéva-
layana, Vié§vamitra, Jamadagni, Bharadvaja, Gotama, Atri,
Vasdishtha, and Kadyapa with Agastya are regarded as pro-
genitors of all Brahmanpas. Out of these eight clans four are
regarded as the original sources of the Brahmanic clans
(gotras). In the Mahabhirata it is stated that Angiras, Kas-
yapa, Vagdishtha, and Bhyigu were.the sages from whom the
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earliest priests of the Indo-Aryans were descended. Vedic
literature shows very clearly that those early priests began to
resent the assumption of the priestly functions by men of
other classes. The quarrel between Vi¢vamitra and Vasishtha
is clearly an indication of the earlier struggles for supremacy
and power between the warrior and the priestly classes of the
Indo-Aryan tribes. The various sections of the priestly
castes appear to have been of different origin. Some of them Adoption
were white-skinned while others were dark. Even in the time of opgm-
of the grammarian Patafijali the tradition about the white- Rec among
skinned and yellow-haired priests lingered in India. The Prirey.
priests or Brahmanas were of two classes, of which the first or
the earliest belonged to the pure Indo-Aryan stock, while
the second, or the adopted priests, appear to have belonged
to some other ethnic stock.!

Similarly, the warrior caste was also composed of different
ethnic elements. Some of them belonged to the Indo-Aryan
stock, like the first group of priests or Brahmanas, while others
were adopted into the Indo-Aryan tribes or clans from the
earlier settlers in the country. Vedic literature shows that the
Indo-Aryans were obliged to admit certain tribes into their The Mix-
community from the very beginning. Indra, the god of Thun- Ruces
der, is said to have crossed the sea and brought the Turvasas Fong, the
and the Yadus with him. Chanda’s view about the original Y**-
habitat of these two tribes is generally accepted. They are
supposed to have emigrated from Mesopotamia, where they Mesopo-

tam
had mixed with the Semitic inhabitants, into Saurashtra, or Eiements

Kathiawad, whence they spread towards the north-east as far War. o
as Mathura. The idea generally accepted in India about the
ethnic purity of the earlier Indo-Aryan settlers is thus proved
to be fallacious. ’

The earliest Indo-Aryan settlers in Afghanistan and the
Panjab were divided into a number of small tribes and clans.
The earliest event in the history of these settlers known to us
is the war between the Bharatas and ten other tribes. At this The War
time the Bharatas were ruled over by a king or chief named Tez
Sudas, who belonged to the Tyitsu clan. Vi§vamitra was the :

priest of this tribe. Later on, he was superseded in the
1 Chanda, Indo-Aryan Races, Pt. 1, pp. 24-5.
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priestly office by the sage Vasishtha. Vi$§vamitra was a man
of revengeful disposition, and he led a confederacy of ten
tribes against the Bharatas. The sage was also a general and
had led the Bharatas to victory against their enemies on the
banks of the rivers Beas and Satlej. The ten tribes allied
against the Bharatas were the Anus, who dwelt on the River
Parushni (modern Ravi), the Druhyus, the Yadus, the Tur-
vasas, the Purus, the Alinas, who most probably lived in
Kafiristan, the Sivas, who lived on the Indus, the Vishanins,
the Pakthas, and the Bhalanases. Sudis defeated the ten tribes,
whose warriors were swallowed by the waters of the River
Parushni, while the chiefs of the Anus and the Druhyus were
killed. Immediately after the battle Sudas had to return to
the eastern frontier to meet three other tribes called the Ajas
or the goats, the Sigrus or the horse radishes, and the Yakshus
or dwarfs. These three tribes appear to have been of non-
Aryan origin.

Among these earlier tribes the Purus were a great people.
We possess the names of a large number of their chiefs. One,
Trasadasyu, had often led them to victory against the Dravi-
dians or the Dasyus. The Purus in part continued to exist
as a separate tribe till the end of the fourth century B.c., when
two of their chiefs met Alexander the Great. But quite early
they mixed with their enemies, the Bharatas, and thus became
the most powerful tribe in the Panjab. The united tribe
became known as Kurus. A section of them, known as the
Northern Kurus, dwelt in Afghanistan or Kashmir.

The Indo-Aryan tribes consisted of loosely grouped families
or clans. The father was the head of the family, and his
descendants, both male and female, lived under his authority.
The patriarchate was the earliest form of tribal government.
There are clear indications of the survival of matriarchy, and
the institution of marriage appears to have been very recent.
The Indo-Aryan was a monogamist, though polygamy was not
unknown. The husband was the master of the household, and
the wife, though the mistress, was dependent on the husband.
The standard of female morality was very high. The existence
of polyandry cannot be proved, though it is known to have
exjsted among the earljer Dravidian settlers, The later re-
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strictions placed on marriage were almost entirely unknown to
the early Indo-Aryans, but marriage between father and
daughter and between brother and sister, so very common in
Egypt and the Near East, was not allowed. Child marriage
was unknown, and great latitude was allowed in the choice of
mates. Women enjoyed considerable mdependence and were The Posi-
fairly well educated. Before their marriage they lived under Women.
the protection of their fathers, and if they remained unmarried
at the time of their father’s death, they passed on to the pro-
tection of their brothers. Dowries and bride-prices had to be
paid, and ugly men had to purchase their wives at a high
price. Divorces were practically unknown, and the Vedic
marriage was indissoluble. The marriage of widows was
permitted, and generally a widow was expected to marry her
late husband’s younger brother.

The rights of the father or paterfamilias were very extensive.
He had a certain amount of control over the marriage of his
sons and daughters, and the son lived with his parents or grand- Fati-,
parents in a joint family. The head of the family was regarded Rights.
as the owner of the joint-family property, though individual
members of the clan were allowed to possess separate movable
property. The fields were divided into two classes, the culti-
vated area and the pasture land. The groups of huts or
dwellings of the early Indo-Aryans formed the nucleus of the
grama or village. Several villages were combined into one
Vis or district, and a group of districts was called janapada
or tribal territory.

Originally the Indo-Aryans were divided into three classes
or castes. The Brahmana or priest, the Kshatriya or
warrior, and the Vaxéya i.e. the trader or cultivator, all claimed The Easty
Indo-Aryan origin. The growth of the fourth caste belongs Aryan
to a later stage of the history of the Indo-Aryan settlements i in ©
India. The Indo-Aryans made a large number of captives
during their wars with the aboriginal Nishadas and the Dravi-
dian Dasyus. These captives were enslaved, and with the
increase in their numbers a rank had to be provided for them
in the tribal constitution. But even after their manumission, §adras.
they were regarded as serfs whose principal function was to
minister to the wants of the three higher castes.
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The political constitution of the Indo-Aryan communities
was monarchical. The king was the head of the state, and his
powers appears to have been uncontrolled. The office was
normally hereditary, but in some cases elections took place.
The king is called alternately Rajan or Vispati, “ the leader
of the district ”’. He was expected to maintain a large number
of priests to perform sacrifices and magical rites. His income
consisted of tribute paid by the conquered tribes and gifts
from his people. It is not known whether he was regarded as
the owner of the soil.

The principal officers mentioned in the Vedic literature are:
(1) the Senan, * the leader of the army ”, who was appointed
by the king to command minor expeditions; (2) the Graman,
or ““ the head of the village ”’; (3) the Vrajapati, * the leader
of the pastoral population ”’; and (4) the Purohita or ‘‘ the
priest ’, who was not merely the tribal priest or magician,
but also a diplomat, and accompanied the tribe during wars,
and was expected to aid the tribal army by spells or incan-
tations at the time of battle. The power of the king was
limited by the expression of the will of the people at the
assembly which was called the Sabha or the Samiti. Some
scholars think that these two terms denote two different

TMTﬂbli assemblies. The king was often present at these meetings.

Justice

Currency.

¥* The election of a new kmg, after the deposition of a tyrant,
or upon the failure of issue of the hereditary dynasty, was
made by this tribal assembly.

The king was the fountain of justice and administered civil
as well as criminal law. The system of wergild, or blood-
money, was very well known. Blood-money was paid in cattle,
and ransom, called Vaira-deya, is mentioned. The principal
crimes were cattle-lifting, burglary, house-breaking, and
highway robbery. The punishment of the thief rested with
the aggrieved persons, and the custom of tying up the culprit
in stocks was well known.

Our knowledge of civil law is confined to barter and transfer
of property. Movable property was bartered openly in the
market, and any metallic currency or medium of exchange was
probably unknown. The Dravidians, whom the Indo-Aryans
displaced in Northern India, had introduced the use of coins
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in trade relations, but the Indo-Aryans had not advanced
beyond fixing heads of cattle as the recognized standard of
value. The term nishka was used to denote a certain weight

of gold. Property passed by inheritance, and could be acquired

by a man’s personal exertion. The legal remedy for the re- uUsury.
covery of debts was very well known. Rates of interest were
unknown, but the debtor had to pay a fixed amount at the

time of repayment as the price of the use of the money. The
debtor was liable to be imprisoned for non-payment and to

be reduced to slavery. Arbitration was very usual.

The Aryans had introduced the horse into Babylonia, TheArmy
and in war the Indo-Aryans relied principally on their war-
chariots drawn by horses. The king and the principal nobles Chariots.
used chariots, while the army consisted of two other arms,
infantry and cavalry. The principal weapons were bows
and arrows, lances, spears, swords, and axes.

The chief occupations of the people were agriculture and occupa-
cattle-rearing. The land was ploughed, and the plough was pogpie
drawn by oxen instead of horses. Irrigation was known, and,
as at present, the fields were watered either from canals or
from wells. The unit for the measurement of corn was called
Khari. Lotus ponds and fruit gardens are often mentioned.

Cattle consisted mostly of kine and sheep. The cattle were kept

in stables and pens. Milking was done by the members of the
household as well as by professional milkers. Dogs were used meat-eat-
for guarding cattle and houses. Meat was freely used by all '35::‘:‘.
classes of Indo-Aryans, and the use of strong drink was not
prohibited. A special kind of liquor, called Soma, was offered

in the form of libations to the gods. Weaving in cotton and weaving.
wool was done by both sexes. Chariot-making was one of the
principal industries. Images were made from wood. Boats Indus-
and ships are also mentioned, though we do not know whether t**
the Indo-Aryans were able to navigate the open seas. The
blacksmiths used a metal called ayas, a term applied both

to copper and iron. The term used by the early Indo-Aryans

for a blacksmith (karmara) appears to have been derived from

a Dravidian word. The use of gold was very well known but

silver was rare, though it was known to the earlier settlers,

the Dravidians. Mixed metal, bell-metal, tin, and lead were



i!odldne.

Dravidian
Colonies.

30 PREHISTORIC INDIA

also used, and articles made of leather are often mentioned,
The practice of medicine was yet mixed with magic, but we
find that even at that early date the Indo-Aryans were able to
recognize a number of diseases, such as jaundice, fever,
phthisis, rheumatism, scrofula, dysentery, venereal diseases,
heart diseases, elephantiasis, and smallpox. The purchase
of drugs from the peonple of the Himalayan regions, which
has developed into an extensive trade at the present day, is
also mentioned. The ancient Hindu surgeons had a better
knowledge of anatomy than their successors of the present
day, and they used ligatures for stopping hemorrhage. Other
professions mentioned are those of the barber, the spy, the
dancer, the vintner, the currier, the fisher, the potter, the
dyer, and the tanner.

While the Indo-Aryans were settling in increasing numbers
in the Panjab, the Dravidians were divided into a number of
small and large kingdoms. The principal Dravidian kingdoms
were those of Magadha and Kamartpa in the north, and
Kaliiga, Kerala, Chola, and Pandya in the south. The
Dravidians had developed their navy very early, and had spread
their colonies over Southern India, Ceylon, and the Indian
Archipelago. They had spread their civilization over South-
eastern Asia. In Pegu and Arakan they mixed with the local
people of Austric origin, and this mixed tribe, now speaking the
Austric Mon language, is now known as the Talaings, “ the
people from the country of the Three Kalingas”. In other
places in the Malay Peninsula they are called Kiings, which is a
contracted form of the Dravidian term “ Kaliriga . The local
chronicles of the Talaings claim that the capital of Upper
Burma, Tagaung or Davaka, was founded as early as 2600 B.C.
For a long time it was a fashion of scholars to sneer at these
local histories, but opinion is gradually veering round. It is
now recognized that Northern India played but a small part in
the colonization of the Indian Archipelago. Kern recognized
long ago that the earliest Indian colonists in Sumatra were of
Dravidian origin. Before the spread of the Malays in different
parts of the archipelago, the Dravidian element was supreme.

Cambodia. The Austric people of Cambodia mixed with the Dravidians

and founded a powerful kingdom long before the birth of
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Christ. The Dravidians spread to the neighbouring island
of Ceylon and occupied the northern half of it. Everywhere ceylon.
they carried their distinctive culture, and after they became
Hinduized, they maintained the Hindu or Aryo-Dravidian
culture until recent times. It was long after the first coloni-
zation that these Dravidian colonists accepted Brahmanism
and Buddhism and abandoned or modified their original
national faith, After they had been settled for a long time
in Indo-China and Insulindia, or the Indian Archipelago
(Sumatra, Java, Bali, &c.), the Indian colonists were assimilated
by the original Austric peoples, and gradually merged among
them; but for a long time they retained the Sanskrit language,
and the South Indian alphabets, which they brought from
India, are the source of the Mon and Burmese, Siamese and
Cambodian, Javanese, Bugese, and other alphabets of Indo-
China and Malaya still current from Arakan to the Celebes.
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CHAPTER IV

THE SPREAD OF INDO-ARYAN CIVILIZATION
AND THE CONVERSION OF THE DRAVIDIAN
PEOPLE TO HINDUISM

Long after the period when the hymns of the Rigveda
were composed, the Indo-Aryans spread towards the east
and the south. The centre of culture also shifted towards The shitt-
the east, and when the Brahmanas were being compiled, of Aryan
Kurukshetra had already become the most important centre. Guiture.
The tribes of the Panjab were rarely mentioned. The regions
to the east of the Kuru kingdom became more prominent.
Kosala or Oudh, Magadha or South Bihar, and Anga or
South-eastern Bihar began to be mentioned. We now hear

for the first time of the Andhras, and of the tribes living
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to the east and the south of Asga, such as the Pupdras of
Bengal, the Sabaras of Orissa and the Central Provinces, and
the Pulindas of South-western India. The country to the
south of the Yamuni was gradually becoming known. The
kingdom of Berar, the ancient Vidarbha, is mentioned in the
Aitareya and Jaiminiya Brahmanas. The northern part of Raj-
putana became known, and the Indo-Aryans learned that the
River Sarasvati lost itself in the Indian Desert. The tribe of
Kasis founded the city of Benares in the east. The Bharatas
disappeared from the field; their place was taken by the Kurus,
who combined with the Pafichalas and obtained supremacy
over the Indo-Aryan tribes for some time. The Matsyas, a
tribe of Indo-Aryans who adopted the fish as their totem,
colonized Northern Rajputana. To the north of the Ganges,
Kosala or Oudh and Videha or North Bihar became indepen-
dent centres of Indo-Aryan civilization.

- To the south of the Ganges, Magadha or South Bihar
resisted all attempts of the Indo-Aryans to conquer it, and the
flat plains of Bihar and Bengal remained independent under
local kings. The country was still unknown to the Indo-Aryans.
Minstrels from this country spread throughout Indo-Aryan
colonies, and the word Magadha came to be used as a synonym
for a minstrel or bard by the Indo-Aryans. The latter did
not like Magadha because the manners and the customs of
the inhabitants of that country were strange to them. The
civilization of Magadha was utterly different from their own.
The gods were foreign to the Indo-Aryans; the Indo-Aryan
priests and gods were not tolerated by the people of Magadha.
The Magadhas and the Andhras were at first regarded as
outcasts, but later on, when the Indo-Aryan priests came to
realize that it was not possible for them to conquer or convert
these people, they accepted some of the gods of the Dravidians,
gave them Indo-Aryan names, and began to worship them.
This common worship aroused the sympathy of the Dravi-
dians and gradually brought them within the pale of the trans-
formed religion of the Indo-Aryans. The conversion of
Magadha took place long before the birth of Buddha, but even
at that time the Brahmanas had not attained there the supre-
macy which they possessed in the Indo-Aryan territories.
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The later Vedic literature recognizes the position of the
Stdras as a distinct order of society, though it denies them the
right of taking part in the sacrifices. Sudras were allowed The
to exercise any trade. Some of them appear to have com-
bined themselves in tribes, such tribal names as the Baindas,
Parnakas, and the Paulkasas having been preserved in the
later Vedic literature.

During this period, the power of the Indo-Aryan tribal
chief, or king, increased, and we hear very seldom of the
tribal assembly or samiti. The king had obtained the power The King
of depriving any commoner of his private property. The
nobles obtained the position of landlords, or intermediaries
between the cultivator and the king. Slaves and serfs be-
came very common. The Vaishyas were divided into various The Lower
sub-castes according to profession. The cultivator regarded astes.
himself as belonging to a higher caste than the carpenter, the
smith, and the tanner. The Sudras also were increasing in
power and wealth, and with their increase in number they
approached the position of the Vaishyas of the lowest orders.

In later Vedic literature the superior position of the Brah-
mana was assured, and he was given a distinct preference
in law, both criminal and civil. A father had the right of
dividing property among his sons according to his will. The
position of women deteriorated and they were denied the The posi-
right of inheriting property. On the death of her husband Heans
a widow passed on to his family like his property. Her earn- [aves and
ings belonged either to her father or her husband. With the
increase in the royal power the Indo-Aryan chiefs became
polygamous.

The occupation of the fertile plains of the regions of the
seven rivers of the Panjab and the Ganges and the Yamuna
increased the material prosperity of the Indo-Aryan tribes.
Society was divided into a large number of castes or classes.
Among the servile castes we hear of several classes, such as Artisans.
fishermen, shepherds, fire-rangers, charioteers, workers in
jewels, basket-makers, washermen, rope-makers, dyers, chariot-
makers, weavers, slaughterers, cooks, sellers of dried fish,
gatherers of wood, professional acrobats and musicians. The
boatman was assisted by oarsmen and polemen. The Brah-

(£658) (o
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mapas were subdivided into several classes and the life of the
priest came to be more rigidly regulated. In the first stage of
his life, he was to be apprenticed to another priest, and at this
stage he used to be called the Brahmacharin. He was taught
by his master, for whom he begged and did all sorts of
menial work. In the next stage of his life (garhastha), the
apprentice married and became a full-fledged priest. In
the third stage of his life, when he grew old, he used
to leave his home and retire with his wife or alone
to some holy place for meditation. The third stage
is called Vanaprastha and the fourth that of a Yat.
In the former, however, he was not to give up Vedic
sacrifices completely, which he used to perform in his
home-life. =~ But even this ceased in the latest stage
when, freed from all ties, he gave himself up entirely to
meditation.

It was about this time that increasing commerce compelled
the Indo-Aryans to adopt a currency. In its earlier stage the
Indo-Aryan currency consisted simply of certain weights of
gold, silver, and copper. The red and black seed of the Krish-
nala or the Gufija berry was adopted as the unit of weight. In
the Brahmanas we hear of the Satamana, or gold weighing a
hundred Krishpalas. The cow was superseded by coins as the
standard of value. The methods of weighing gold, silver, and
copper were different. In weighing gold, five Gufija seeds
were taken to be equal to one Masaka, while only two seeds
were required to form a Masaka in the case of silver. Eighty
Guiija seeds weight of gold formed the standard of gold cur-
rency, the earliest name for which is Suvarna, i.e. gold. This
simple name shows that the Aryans had not yet started minting
coins, but, like all primitive communities, used a certain weight
of unminted gold for exchange. Similarly, in the case of silver,
thirty-two Gu#ij@ berries formed a Dharapa, which is the
oldest name of a silver coin in India. In fact, this weight of
silver, which later on became the standard weight of silver
coins, is called “ antique ” or “ old ” (purana) by later writers.
The standard weight of copper was quite different from that
of gold or silver, and eighty Gufija berries or one hundred and
forty grains of copper became the unit of copper coinage,
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which was called the Karshapana in Sanskrit and Kahapana in Karsha-
Pali.
The Indo-Aryans remained confined to the basins of the

Indus and the Ganges and do not appear to have colonized any

‘part of India which lay to the south of the River Narmadi and
|to the east of Mithild. The great non-Aryan kingdoms of the

East, e.g. those of Magadha and Kamartipa (Pragjyotisha),

never submitted to the Indo-Aryan invaders and kept them Dravidian
at bay for centuries. The Indo-Aryan conquest of North- doms.
'leastem and Southern India was cultural, not physical.

We do not know what the religious ideas and cults of the

Dravidians were in the days of their greatest glory, but can

make a very near approach to the actual facts by comparing the

deities of modern Hinduism with the deities of the earlier Indo-

Aryans. The Indo-Aryans worshipped the powers of nature.

We have seen earlier that the Aryans of Asia Minor worshipped The Geds
the Sun, which they called Mitra or Shuriyash, the Wind, Primitive
called Maruttash, the Sky, called Varupa, and the Nasatyas A:{.

or the Asvins, who were regarded as divine magicians. To this Rel#ton-
group of gods they added the Moon and Fire later on. Com-

pared with this simple pantheon, the multitude of gods and
goddesses worshipped by the Hindus at the present day seems
bewildering. The original Vedic gods have now been thrust

into the background. Indra, Varuna, the Nasatyas, and even

the Sun, are seldom worshipped. Their place was once

taken by the divine trinity, Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva. But

at the present day Brahma possesses only a very few followers.

The majority of Hindus belong to three different groups, the
followers of Vishnu, the followers of Siva, and the worshippers The

of the Sakti or Female Energy. Vishnu and Siva are seldom Modern
mentioned in the Vedic literature. Some scholars think that Hinduiem.
Vishnu has been evolved out of the Sun-god, while Siva is a
development of the minor Vedic deity, Rudra. The Vedic
literature contains no reference to any female deity to which
the Durga or the Devi of the present day might even approxx-
mate. Even Siva and Vishnu, as they are represented in
worship at the present day, contain certain elements of non-
Aryan origin. gva with his emblem the phallus, is evidently

a non-Aryan dexty whose admission into the Indo-Aryan o7 e
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pantheon caused bitter strife. The story of the sacrifice which
Daksha, the son of Brahma, wanted to celebrate by excluding
Siva and who was destroyed by Siva, is only an allegorical way

.of representing the final triumph of the phallic god and the

formal inclusion of Siva and his emblem in the Indo-Aryan
pantheon. A similar allegorical representation hides the true
story of the worship of the snake goddess Manasa by the
Dravidians of Bengal.

Numerous references in post-Vedic literature clearly indi-
cate that the earlier Dravidian settlers were worshippers of
Siva. Durgi was originally the goddess of vegetation, and
her worship was celebrated at the end of the winter, when
the melting of the snows brought down floods in the rivers
and fertilized the land. The earliest legend about her wor-
ship in post-Vedic literature is to be found in connexion
with the slaughter of the buffalo-demon. In many cases this
primitive goddess retained her original shape even after her
glorification by the Indo-Aryans. The images of Yogamaya
at Vindhyachala, of Kiritesvari near Murshidabad, and of
Kamakhya near Gauhati still retain their original primitive -
forms.

Gradually the Dravidian priests obtained a place in the
Indo-Aryan caste system. The old gods and goddesses of the
Dravidian people underwent slight changes, but their wor-
shippers accepted these. In Rajputana and Gujarat the old
goddesses were worshipped alike by the aboriginal Minas,
Mairs, Bhils, and the Aryanized Gujars. Even after the con-
version of the kings and the richer people to Jainism, the wor-
ship of Durgia, which required bloodshed every day, survived
in all parts of Gujarat. The shrines of the Mother on a peak
of Girnar Hill close to one of the holiest places of the Jains
in Kathiawad, at Khodiarmata and at Pavagadh in Northern
Gujarat, testify to the popularity which this non-Aryan god-
dess had attained in Western India. In Sindh the worship of
the Mother is still carried on, at Hinglaj, more than one hun-
dred miles to the west of Karachi, and a form of suppressed
Mother-worship is practised by the Musalmans at Satyan-
jo-than near Sukkur.

When Siva and the Female Energy, Durgi, Devi, or Sakti,
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| found a place among the older gods of the Indo-Aryans, many
'Dravidian priests of this sect became Brahmanas. Very few
Brahmanas of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa are really of Indo-
Aryan origin. South Indian tradition records numerous origin of
instances of their Brahmanas taking wives from the lower c.;':,'.’:,‘:"'
castes. In many cases non-Brahmanas were admitted into the 383, .
Brahmana caste as sufficient Brahmapas were not available, Brah-
when the reformed Indo-Aryan religion obtained preference.

The Brahmanas of the post-Vedic period became more
liberal, and some of them became the priests of the Stdras,
for which they lost their rank among the more orthodox
conservative Brahmanas. These priests worshipped the older
gods and goddesses of the Dravidian settlers, as the village
gods (Grama-devata), the goddess of fecundity (Shashthi),
the snake goddess (Manasa), and a host of others who now
claim to be members of the Indo-Aryan pantheon. South Ehe..
of the Narmada, the Brahmana declines to worship certain "°"h':' the
non-Aryan deities who are worshipped by the Stidra priests, mapas.
called Guravas in the Maratha country. Some shrines of
such gods are celebrated all over the country, and the chief
of them is that of Khandoba, the hereditary deity of the
Holkars of Indore. In the Madras Presidency, the worship
of non-Aryan deities is still continued in various forms. Noa-

Chief among such deities are the seven sisters, whose worship sﬁlen:tt’;“.
still prevails in the north also, where they are called the Dietise.
seven mothers (Saptamatrika).

The Siva-worship of India had one element in common
with the primitive worship of the early Dravidian people,
which is the worship of the phallus and the dedication of The Dedi-
virgins to the worship of the god. The second element was, vu:,',’,.'"
probably, brought by the Dravidians from their original home
in South-western Asia. Some scholars have found references References
to the worship of the phallus in the Vedic age in a particular worship.
passage of the Rig-Veda; but the word on which this theory
is based may mean something else.

With the change in the form of the religion of the early
Dravidian settlers and the Indo-Aryan invaders, the fusion

of the different races became easy. The Dravidian deities
1E. Thurston, Castes and Tyibes of Southern India, Vol. 1, p. 54.
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now obtained worship both from the Indo-Aryan and the
Dravidian, but the ritual changed. The lower orders of
society retained their primitive form of worship and their
own priests, who gradually began to claim Indo-Aryan origin
and became low-caste Brahmanas in the long run. People of
non-Aryan origin gradually began to claim descent from one or
other of the Indo-Aryan castes. The non-Aryan magicians
and the Dravidian priests became Brihmanas. Indo-Aryan
Brahmanas married aboriginal and Dravidian women, and
their children came to be regarded as pure-born Indo-Aryans.
Warriors of all classes, aboriginals, pre-Dravidians, Dravi-
dians, and Indo-Aryans claimed to be Kshatriyas, while
traders, artisans, and cultivators, irrespective of their racial
origin, became Vai§yas. The fusion of races and claims of
Indo-Aryan descent were encouraged by the Brahmanas as
they were sure means of eradicating primary racial differences.
Gradually the Dravidians forgot that they could claim a
civilization much older than that of the new invaders and that
their ancestors did not worship the rude primitive gods of
the Aryans.

The Dravidian hatred for the Indo-Aryan is still preserved
in the earliest Tamil poetry. Even after their Aryanization,
the Dravidians preserved their independence, and while the
Indo-Aryans of Northern India remained divided into small
principalities, four great kingdoms sprang up in the south.
They are the kingdoms of Kalinga, Chera or Sera, Chola or
Sola, and Pandya. The Dravidian kingdoms formed a cluster
along the edge of the peninsula, while the earlier inhabi-
tants of the western coast fell under the steady advance of
the Indo-Aryans of the north and of the barbarians from
across the sea. The western coast of the Indian Peninsula
is very rich in ports, and the natives of this coast-land have
been expert sailors from the earliest times. These ports
obtained independence on account of their great wealth, and
remained independent even in modern times. Such were the
ports of Cutch and Southern Sindh, which region the Indians
called Sauvira and the Greeks Ophir; Saurashtra, now called
Verawal, in Kathiawad; Cambay or Khambayat; Bhrigu-
kachchha or Bharukachchha, which the Greeks called Bary-
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gaza and which is now called Broach by the English; and
Muziris or Muyiri, which lay south of Mangalore. The west-

ern coast of India is rich in large and small creeks and lagoons

which formed schools of navigation for the sailor boys of the

locality and made them better sailors than the people of the The Ports
eastern coast. On the eastern coast of the peninsula, on the Sastern
other hand, the sea is shallow and its bed slopes gently, which Coast.
makes it difficult for ships to ride at anchor or to find a safe
harbourage. The ships of the eastern coast are therefore far
less seaworthy, while the coast itself is liable to violent storms.

In spite of these disadvantages, the sailors of Kalifiga became
the pioneers of Indian colonization. But while Kalinga grew
into a powerful empire, the ports on the western coast de-
veloped into small city-states. They were entirely devoted The =
to the trade with western lands. Later, on the downfall Western
of Kalifiga, they started trading with China and the eastern
archipelago. But up to the historical period they were divided

into small states, seldom acknowledging the supremacy of

the great empires of the Deccan plateau. The plateau remained

for the most part very sparsely inhabited and the last resort

of the aborigines, who refused to come under the domination

of the Dravidian or the Indo-Aryan. Such were the Kunbis The state
and the Marathas of Western India, the Kolis and the Bhils of Decean
Gujarat and Rajputana, and the Gonds, the Mundas, and Platess
other minor aboriginal tribes, who lived in the secluded

valleys of the Vindhya range.
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CHAPTER V
VEDIC LITERATURE

The sacred literature of the old Indo-Aryans is the Veda.
For a long time it was not reduced to writing. The Vedas The
consist of odes and hymns addressed to the various gods,
such as Agni (Fire), Varupa (the Sky), Mitra (the Sun),
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Indra (the Thunder), &c. Each collection of verses was
composed by a particular priest or a particular clan of priests,
who are now regarded as sages (Rishis). The Hindus of
India now think that Rishis were not the actual composers
of these verses; but that the verses were of divine origin and
revealed to these priests. The Kshattriya priest Vi§vimitra
composed a good many verses of the Vedas. The earlier
hymns of the Vedas contain a pre-Indian element, and it is
quite possible that some of them were composed long before
the Indo-Aryans settled in India proper. At a much later
date, the verses of the Vedas were divided into four different
classes. These four divisions are called the Four Vedas:
Rik, Saman, Yajus, and Atharvan.!

The Rigveda contains ten mandalas or great divisions,
which are arranged either according to the names of the
Rishis or according to subject-matter. The literature con-
tains a good deal of material for the history of the period
which has already been considered in Chapter III. Most of

‘the hymns of the Rigveda, as it stands at present, are

intended for the use of that division of the Indo-Aryan
priesthood which recited these verses or formule at the
time of throwing oblations into the Fire. This particular
division of the Indo-Aryan priesthood is termed the Hotyi-
priests. The Samaveda consists of hymns which were
chanted or sung. The particular class of priests who used
to chant, played a part of secondary importance at the sacri-
fices and were regarded as the assistants of the Hotris. They
were called the singers (Udgatris). A third division of the

“GYM“' Vedas is called the Yajurveda and contains the earliest

"“prose in the Indo-Aryan languages, or perhaps in the Indo-
Germanic languages. This division is devoted to the details
of the ritual to be followed in the sacrifices and contains the
prayers and formule of the Adhvaryu priest, whose duty it
was to arrange the offerings (charu) and the sacrifices (bal),
with the small and large oblations (a@h##) in proper position
and order, on and around the altar of the sacrificial Fire.
The Yajurveda is divided into two different schools, the
Black and the White. The position of the fourth group is

1 In combination with Veda, Rik and Yajus become Rigveda and Yajurveda.
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difficult to determine. Scholars used to think that the Atharva-

veda was a later compilation, but this supposition has now

been proved entirely false. This group contains some of the The
oldest verses of the Rigveda. Technically the hymns in this Atparva-
Veda are regarded as being the verses for the fourth priest,

the Brahman, who in the later stage of the evolution of the

Vedic ritual was appointed to superintend and harmonize

the functions of the three groups mentioned above. The
Atharvaveda contains much earlier matter for which Vyasa,

the classifier, could find no place in the first three Vedas.

It is a repository of the magical charms and incantations

which were used by the Indo-Aryan people before they
became civilized by contact with the Dravidians and which,

in a later stage of culture, they were ashamed to recognize

as a part of their holy ritual. The late Bal Gangadhar Tilak

traced some Sumerian names in the Atharvaveda; such as Sume-
Taimata, who is a black serpent in Indian literature and a Eiements
snake-goddess in the Sumerian religion, and Urugula, the '™
word for a great city in the non-Semitic Sumerian language

of Babylon?

Scholars are of opinion that the redaction of the Sarhhita The

of the Rigveda took place long before the compilation of )
other Samhitas. The Samhita of the Samaveda depends a
good deal on the Samhita of the Rigveda. The Black Yajur-
veda contains at least three different texts—the Samhitas
of the Maitrayaniya, the Taittiriya, and the Kathaka schools.
There exists a large number of fragments of another Saenhita,
called the Kapishthala, which is closely allied to the Kathaka
school. The white school of the Yajurveda possesses the
Vajasaneyl Samthita, and the Atharvaveda has only one
Samhita. The Yajurveda contains more prose than verse.
Thus in the Black Yajurveda verses or formule for recita-
tion are followed by prose explanations and commentaries
combined into a single whole.

Each Veda is again divided into four parts: (i) the Sarihita Sub-divi-
or the texts for recitation, (ii) the Brahmana, (iii) the Aran- Vedic
yaka, and (iv) the Upanishad. The Brahmana is a prose Mtersture
commentary on the Samhita. The Aramyakas are a class of

1 Bhandarkar C ation Vol PP. 20~932.
(r558) c2
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expositions which were so novel and important that know-
ledge of them had to be imparted in the Aranya or the forest.
The Upanishads are philosophical doctrines which were to be
kept very secret and to be imparted to students in secrecy.
Among the Brahmanas of the Rigveda, the Aitareya and
Kausitaki are the only ones known. The Pafichaviméa Brah-
mana of the Samaveda is regarded as earlier than the Brah-
manas of the Rigveda. 'The Satapatha Brahmana of the White
Yajurveda is one of the most important works of the Vedic

The Bran- | literature. Of the Black Yajurveda, the Taittiriya Brahmana
is really a supplementary work which contains details not taken
up in the Samhita. The Gopatha Brahmana appertains to the
Atharvaveda. It contains portions of other texts, such as
,the Satapatha Brahmana. Special portions from the Brah-
‘manas have been called Aranyakas, or texts which had to be

The Arap- studied in forests where other students could not overhear.

yaked- " The texts of the Arapyakas which we know, are the Aitareya
and Kausitaki of the Rigveda and the Taittiriya of the
Black Yajurveda.

The Upanishads, or the esoteric portions, consist entirely
of philosophical writings. They are of later origin than the
texts of the Brahmanas and the Arapyakas, and their composi-
tion was carried on till the historical period. The secrecy

The . ~maintained in teaching these philosophical doctrines was
shads.  'necessary; because, at first, these pure innovations in the
primitive faith of the Aryans must have excited popular
ropposition. Each of the three Aranyakas has an Upanishad,
ibut the most important among this class of literature are
the Brihad-aranyaka, which is attached to the Satapatha
Brahmana, and the Chhandogya, attached to the Sama-
veda. These two are regarded as the oldest of the Upanishad
class of literature. The Jaiminiya Brihmana of the Sama-
veda contains one chapter which is an Upanishad of the same
name, but in reality is an Aranyaka and contains the brief
The Date Kena Upanishad. Many of the Upanishads date from a
Upani- period not much more remote than the time of Buddha.
shacs. The Siutras are brief rules giving directions for the per-
formances of various duties and fall into three great classes.
The Grihya-Shtras deal with small domestic sacrifices, and



VEDIC LITERATURE 43

the Srauta-Sutras describe great sacrifices at which it was e .
necessary to employ a large number of priests. A third class
of Sutras, called Dharma-Shtras, enunciate ordinary law and
practice. 'The S#tras throw a great deal of light upon
certain practices which are expressed in doubtful terms in
the Brahmanas.

With the increase in literature referring solely to religion,
the Indo-Aryans progressed in other directions of thought.
‘In the Brahmana period, which is the name given by scholars
to the latter part of the Vedic period, the Indo-Aryans made
a distinct advance in astronomy. In the Rigveda we come
to know the year of three hundred and sixty days, divided ::g;-
into twelve months, which is six days longer than the synodic ’
lunar and nearly six days short of the solar year. To bring
this imaginary year to the level of the solar year, the inter-
calation of one month was begun early. The Sambhitas show
knowledge of the lunar mansions, roughly corresponding to
the position of the Moon in the different regions of the
horizon, during the lunar month. The number of these
lunar mansions or Nakshatras is given as twenty-seven in the
Taittiriya Sarhhita and twenty-eight in the Atharvaveda.
The names of twelve of the Nakshatras were selected as names
of the months.

The ritual was developed a great deal. Animal sacrifices be-
came much more elaborate. In addition to the simple sacrifice,
with an oblation of the Soma juice, elaborate performances
lasting months or even years came to be celebrated. Some of
the well-known sacrifices were associated with popular customs. Sacrifices.
Thus, the Rajasiiya was the sacrifice for the anointing of the
king; the Vajapeya was the sacrifice in which a popular
chariot-race was the most important feature; the Gavamayana
sacrifice, lasting a whole year, was a celebration of the -winter
solstice.

During the Brahmana period we notice the beginning of
the regular worship of Siva. Rudra becomes a popular god,
and we find verses addressed to him in the Samhita of the
Yajurveda. In this period, Siva or Rudra gradually came to Worship
be one of the most important figures of the reformed Indo- )
Aryan pantheon. Though Siva had obtained a place in the
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pantheon, Vishnu had not in this period; but the constant
association of Vishnu with the sacrifices shows that he held,
probably, a very strong position among the lower classes, who
were mostly descended from the Dravidians and the aborigines,
and consequently the Indo-Aryan priests found it very diffi-
cult to ignore him.

The date of the Vedic iterature cannot be fixed with accuracy.
An attempt has been made to fix this date from the position of
the equinoxes; but the view of Jacobi has not been universally
accepted. Tilak and Jacobi held that the year began with the
summer solstice, but Keith holds that the verses do not state
that at that time the year really began with the summer solstice.
There is another assumption which does not seem to be based
on reliable evidence. Its chief factor is the date of the death of
Buddha. Scholars assume that Buddha died ¢. 486 B.c., and,
calculating backward, think that the Brahmana period began
a little earlier than 8oo B.C., and that therefore the oldest hymns
of the Rigveda cannot be earlier than 1200 B.C.

There is another traditional date, which has not been pro-
perly discussed by scholars. According to the Puranas, the
Kuru king Parikshit was born 1050 years before Mahapadma,
the first king of Magadha. According to the Vayu Purana,
Mahapadma began to reign forty years before the accession
of Chandragupta the Maurya. If Chandragupta’s accession
is placed in 322 B.c., then the accession of Parikshit has to be
placed in 1412 B.c. There may be very slight discrepancies in
this, but the evidence of the Purinas shows clearly that in the
middle of the fifth century A.D. it was believed in India that
Parikshit lived at the end of the fifteenth century before
Christ. Now Parikshit is a king of the Vedic period. One
of his descendants, Janmejaya, is stated to have performed
a horse-sacrifice. According to the Puranas, this king per-
formed two horse-sacrifices. One of these sacrifices was per-
formed by the priest Indrota Daivapi Saunaka. According to
the Aitareya Brahmana, the other horse-sacrifice was per-
formed by Tura Kavasheya. The Vedic literature does not
mention the later hero-god Krishna nor any of the hundred
Kuru brothers, nor again the Pandavas. But Parikshit is known
and so is Dhritarashtra Vaichitravirya. There is ample evidence
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for believing that Parikshit was a real king and not the mere
shadowy creation of a poet. The traditional date of this king,
which was accepted by Indian scholars at the time when the
earliest Puranas were composed, can therefore be accepted
as a basis for the approximate calculation of the date of the
Rigveda. If a king mentioned in the Satapatha and the
Aitareya Brahmanas was living in the last decade of the
fifteenth century before the birth of Christ, then the com-
position of the Indian verses of the Rigveda cannot be
placed at a date later than 2000 B.c. In other words, it is very
{likely that the irruptions of the Aryan barbarians took place
simultaneously into the valleys of the Euphrates and the Indus.
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CHAPTER VI
THE EPIC LITERATURE OF INDIA

The Mahabharata is the earliest epic of the Indo-Aryans.
It is mentioned in the Siitra literature of the later Vedic period.
Indian epic poetry is divided into the two parts: (@) Itthasas
and Purapas and (b) Kavyas. The Mahabharata is a com- e n of
bination of both the classes. The Itihdasas and Puranas are the  na-
mentioned in literature from the time of the Atharvaveda. rata.
Originally the great epic must have been a popular ballad
about the war between the Kurus and the Pandus. It is closely
connected with the White Yajurveda and its Brahmana, the
Satapatha. The heroes of the epic are mentioned in that
Brahmana, and Janamejaya is mentioned as a recent personage.
Though the Kurus are known to the later Vedic literature, the
Pandus are entirely unknown. They are sons of the wife of Foe,
one of the Kuru princes. Some scholars think that the Pandus g-'ﬂ.; gus.
were immigrants into India who were entirely unconnected
with the Kurus. It is quite possible that Kunti, a daughter
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of the Yadava clan, was carried away by a barbarian named
Pandu and the five Pandava brothers were born of this illicit
connexion. The mythical origin of the five Pandava brothers
and the story of the birth of Dhritarashtra and Pandu indicate
possible illegitimacy. Dhritarashtra is recognized in Vedic
literature as the son of Vichitravirya, but Pandu is not men-
tioned, and the epics seek to justify the birth of these two
princes according to the law of miyoga. Amba and Ambika,
the wives of a Kuru prince, are mentioned in the Satapatha
Brahmana. The Pandus are called a mountain clan in Buddhist
literature. They are generally regarded as a polyandrous tribe
on account of the marriage of the five brothers with one
daughter of Drupada. The Mahabhirata describes them as
being unmannerly and unruly and not polished courtiers like
the Kurus. These facts indicate that the Pandus had very
little in common with the Kurus.

Three different texts of the Mahabharata are known: (a) the
northern or the Kashmirian, (b) the southern, and (c) the
Javanese. The northern text differs from the southern text
a good deal. A study of the interpolations in the so-called
southern text shows that thousands of verses of narrative and
didactic material have been added to the epic text, and that
the redaction comprises an incorporation of materials drawn
from the Puranas and the Harivarhéa (a sort of appendix,
which was added to the Mahabharata), as well as elaborations
of the original text, sometimes by the insertion of a dozen
or so of verses, or by the addition to a section of half-dozen
new chapters narrating feats of the heroes or insisting on the

The Purlty djvine character of some demi-god. The Javanese version,

of the
Javanese
‘ext,

‘The
‘¢ Hero-
lauds **.

however, shows a much purer text of this epic.

The epics are supposed to have originated from * gathas
or verses, sung in honour of great men at certain ceremonies.
The Grihya-Sttras mention another kind of “ hero-lauds ™.
These Gathas and Narasamsis are generally supposed to have
developed into epic poems like the Mahabharata. At the year-
long celebration, preparatory to the horse-sacrifices, ten days
were devoted to the singing of a series of lauds of gods and
heroes wherein the great and noble deeds of kings were sung
by priests and warrior musicians in gathas of an extem-

[
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poraneous character; while the recitation of legends in verse
accompanied other events of life.

The Mahibharata could not have been the work of any
single person, and in order to be brought up to its present
‘size the process of interpolation must have gone on for several
centuries. It cannot therefore be said that the Mahabharata
depicts the state of India at any particular period. The verses
of the Mahabharata are less polished than those of the Raima- The

. . . LM -
yana. There are many tales in both the epics which depict Tataan
similar economic conditions, and the social usages recorded Earller o
are identical; but the Ramayana betrays a later or a more e Rama-

advanced stage of civilization. The Ramiyana is therefore

regarded as a much later poem than the Mahabhirata. The

Ramayana is the outcome of a hero-laud describing the

triumph of a chief of the Kosala clan, whose wife was carried

away by a Dravidian chief. Later on, the Kosala chief, Rama,

and the shepherd chief, Krishna, were deified and considered

to be the incarnations of Vishnu. The outlines of the Ramayana Eariter

- - . . S O

and the Mahabharata are mentioned among the Buddhist the
. . tories,

stories, where we can recognize the normal forms of these =

heroes, because there we see them without their divine attri-

butes. The Ramayana is also the product of ages and was not

the composition of any single author. The identity of Rama

with the rival chief of the Kosalas was a later thought.!

The majority of writers on the history of India have been
obsessed with the idea of an epic age following the later Vedic The so-
age. It is now quite clear that there was no epic age proper Epic Age
in India. The Mahabharata is a story or a hero-laud belonging
to the later Vedic period. Janamejaya and Parikshit were real
kings who belong to the Brahmana period and whose ancestry
was probably non-Aryan. While the Ramayana is solely the

1 ¢ But the Rimayana differs essentially from the Mahiabharata not only in time
but in spint. Its most spirited scenes occur before the epic plot begins. After
the introduction 1n the history of Sitd, Rima, and Ravana, turgidity replaces tragedy
and the description of scenery and sentimentality take the place of genuine passion.

The didactic overload 18 indeed lacking, and the Ramayana gains thereby; but in this
epic the note of savage lust and passion, which 18 the charm of the Mahabhirata
ag 1t reveals genuine feeling of real men, 1s replaced by the childish laments an
pious reflections of Ridma, whose foes are demoniac spinits, while his allies and
confidants are apes. It 1s a polished fantasia, the finest example of the Kavya or
artificial poetry, which appeals to Hindu taste much more than does the rough
enuineness of the great epic. The Ramiyana 1s in truth artificial in both senses,

or one cannot possibly behieve the tale; whereas the Mahabharata makes its tales
real.”” (Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, p. 264.)
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production of a poet’s brain, the Mahabharata possesses a
solid substratum of historical truth. Most of its heroes were
real men, and much of the framework of the story is histori-
cally correct. In the Mahabharata we find that the king had
not yet become an autocrat. If he was born defective then he
was not allowed to succeed, even though the next heir to the
The State throne. He was controlled by his clansmen and ministers.
inthe At times he was elected to be the leader of his tribe in battle.
rmvy The assembly is mentioned, but it had already become
merely a body for military consultation. The king’s city, or
the capital, was defended by battlemented towers and moats,
and had squares and streets which were watered and were
lighted by lamps. The king’s palace contained a hall of justice,
a hall of gambling, and a place for the contests of wild
animals. The royal army included the nobles as well as the
common Aryan soldiers, and consisted of archers, slingers,
rock-throwers, chariot-men, elephants, and cavalry. The king
pensioned the widows of his fallen soldiers, and his captives
became slaves. Dancing girls and prostitutes formed a part of
the royal retinue. Meat-eating and the drinking of strong liquor
were common, and in the epics we read of a crowd standing
around the meat shops. A large part of the population was
pastoral, and cattle-raiding was one of the principal occupa-
tions of the kings and the nobles. Cattle-branding, too, was
well understood, as was the use of ear-marks, for identifying
The the cattle of different proprietors. The people were settled in
°P'¢ small villages around the fort, in which they took refuge in
time of war, and in time some of these forts expanded into
towns. The villages were largely autonomous and managed
their own affairs, though the king frequently administered
justice and gathered the taxes. The taxes were paid in kind,
but people in towns paid their fines in copper coins. Merchants
bringing goods from a distance paid customs duties. They
were addicted to the use of false weights, and a supervision of
the market place was considered necessary. The guilds of
merchants and artisans were very powerful, and heads of
guilds are mentioned as objects of special solicitude on the
part of the kings.
The eighteen Puranas, with a similar number of Upa-Puranas,
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contain the traditional history of the Indo-Aryan kings so far
as they were handed down from bard to bard and recorded in
the gathas and narasamsis. The term Purana ought in strict-
ness to be applied to any work which contained the following
five sections:

‘(1) Sarga, the evolution of the universe from its material
cause; (2) Pratisarga, the re-creation of the universe from the
constituent elements into which it is merged at the close of General
each zon (kalpa) or day in the life of the creator, Brahmi; Purgas.
(3) Varmga, the genealogies of gods and rishis; (4) Manvantara,
the groups of “ great ages *’ (mahayuga) included in an zon,
in each of which mankind is supposed to be produced anew
from a first father, Manu; (5) Vamgdnucharita, the history of
the royal families who rule over the earth during the four ages
(yuga) which make up one great age.” !

None of the existing Puranas, however, has been written
in accordance with this scheme, but they profess generally to
conform to this definition. Only seven Puranas retain the fifth
division, which contains an account of kings. All of these works
are regarded by orthodox Hindus as of divine origin. Each
purports to be spoken by Vyasa, who heard it from the creator.
At first the Puranas were narrated by a class of bards, the
Sutas. Gradually these Sutas of Kshatriya origin were sup- Qrigin of
planted by the Brahmanas. The records of the lineage of the Purapas.
princes gradually disappeared, and their place was taken by
legends about holy places or hymns to deities. Thus, like the
Mahiabharata, all the Puranas have undergone a radical change.
The Mahabharata, originally the story of a local feud between
two clans of the Kurus, or between one Kuru clan and some
foreigners, has now developed into a manual of religious exer-
cises and civil law. So also each Puranpa, originally a dynastic
list and a religious manual, has become an elaborate treatise
fsor the glorification of the new Indo-Aryan gods, Vishnu or

iva.

Each Purana consists of two parts, old and new. The old
part contains portions of ancient historical tradition and
genealogy of kings, while the new part, which varies in date,
contains various Tirtha-mahatmyas or descriptions of Hindu

1 1bid., p. 296
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holy places. The majority of them have been tampered with
by the Brahmanas at various periods of their ascendancy. The
earliest additions and alterations are generally supposed to
have taken place during the rule of the Sunga and Kanva
kings, who were Braihmanas by descent. The majority of the
Purinas, which contain genealogies of kings, were compiled
in their present form during the rule or after the fall of the
Gupta dynasty, which subsisted in India from 319 to 525 A.D.

In addition to the eighteen Purinas there are eighteen
other works called the Upa-Purinas. These are very narrow
sectarian works dilating upon the merit of worshipping a
particular deity and are of purely local interest. The majority
of these appendages are based on local traditions, while the
Purinas are based on genuine records which in many cases
were misunderstood by the Brahmanas when they redacted the
entire work. These records carry us back to the period of the
Brahmanas, and they contain materials which no longer exist
in their original form. They have preserved, though in a very
distorted form, an independent tradition of the Kshatriyas,
which supplements the later traditions of the priests. Con-
temporary dynasties which ruled in different parts of India
have been taken by the misguided Brahmana compilers as
successive. In many cases the lists of the same dynasties given
by the Puranas do not agree, but such mistakes may be due to
copyists. The Puranas ignore non-Hindu kings, and the
foreigners are generally mentioned by their tribal names, while
the names of the Hindu kings are given in detail.

The majority of the genealogical lists start from the great
war between the Kurus and the Piandus, and after that event
three royal lines come into prominence. These are the Purus,
the Ikshvakus, and the kings of Magadha. The kings of
other countries are mentioned in vague terms. In the Puranas,
the Kurus and the Bhiratas of the Vedic literature have
become merged with the Purus. Twenty-nine Puru kings
lived after the great war and reigned at Hastinapura. The
ancient capital of the Purus, called Asandivanta in the Vedic
literature, is seldom mentioned. During the reign of Ni-
chakshu, Hastindpura was destroyed, and the Puru capital
was removed to Kau$ambi, modern Kosam, in the Allahabad
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District. The Ikshvakus were originally a branch of the The
Solar Race and ruled over Kosala, which lay to the west of the vikus.
Videha or Mithila and to the east of Oudh, the chief cities
of which were Ayodhya or Saketa and Srz‘wasti. In historic
times, i.e. when Buddha was born, Kosala became the para-
mount power in Northern India, and its position was being
contested by the semi-Aryanized kingdom of Magadha. The
name Magadha was not known to the Indo-Aryans in the
age of the Rigveda, and even in later times they regarded that
province with scorn. The inhabitants of Magadha, i.e. of the
modern districts of Patna and Gaya, and of Anga, i.e. of the
modern districts of Munger and Bhagalpur, are mentioned in
the Atharvaveda as living on the borders of the Indo-Aryan
kingdoms. Though their kings claimed to be Purus, they
were most probably of mixed origin. During the period of
the great war between the Kurus and the Pandavas, Magadha
was ruled by the Asura (Dravidian) chief Jarasandha. Even
in later times the Aryanization of this province was of doubtful
completeness. The earliest opposition to the reformed
religion of the Indo-Aryans arose in Magadha. Both Buddhism
and Jainism were first promulgated in this province, and a
king of Magadha, Asoka, gave prominence to Buddhism by
making it his state religion. The development of Buddhism
and its widespread acceptance in Asia gave a very severe
blow to the religion of the Indo-Aryans.
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CHAPTER VII
JAINISM: ITS ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
The religious literatures of the Jains and Buddhists, as far
as they are known at present, reveal quite a different state of

society from that depicted in the epics or the later Vedic
literature. From these we learn that a large number of different



Existence

Origin of
the New
Religions.

Mahiivira
Varddha-
miina,

Previous
Patri-

Piréva.

52 PREHISTORIC INDIA

sects which did not recognize the orthodox tenets of the Indo-
Aryan religion existed in Northern India in the seventh and
sixth centuries before the birth of Christ. All of them gradually
died out or were merged in other sects, except the Jains and
Buddhists. We know the names of some which exercised an
influence on the political history of the country; among them
were the Ajivikas, who were powerful at the time of the birth
of Gautama Buddha and who existed up to, at least, the third
century B.C.

Sixty-three different philosophical schools, most of which
were unorthodox in nature, existed in the sixth century
B.C., proving thereby that the revolt against the orthodox
Indo-Aryan religion began long before that date. Magadha,
or South-western Bihar, which had long resisted the advance
of the Indo-Aryans, was the home of these religious move-
ments, which orthodox Hindus still regard as heretical.
Many of these schools of thought appear to have been in-
fluenced by the religious tenets of the earlier inhabitants of
Magadha. It seems now, that though the priests of the
Indo-Aryans made the admission of non-Aryan races into
Indo-Aryan society easier by regarding them as of Indo-
Aryan origin but fallen from the status of purity demanded by
strict Brahmanas, yet a large number of people of Dravidian
origin clung to the older religions. Their priests and their
trend of thought influenced or even brought into existence
many of these heterodox schools.

Mahavira Varddhamana is now recognized to have been
the founder of the Jain religion. The Jains regard him as
the twenty-fourth and last patriarch or prophet. His pre-
decessor Paréva is said to have died two hundred and fifty
years before the death of Mahavira, and therefore he appears
to have lived in the eighth century B.c. Twenty-two other
patriarchs (called Tirthankaras) are said to have lived and
preached the Jain religion before these two.

There are reasons to believe that Paréva was a historical
personage and not a mythical being like the earlier twenty-
two Tirthankaras. Like all of them, Paréva belonged to the
Kshatriya caste. His father Agvasena was King of Benares,
and he lived for thirty years in royal style with his family.
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Then he quitted his regal state and became a mendicant.
After eighty-four days of meditation Par$va obtained supreme
knowledge and lived for seventy years more. He taught his
followers the four supreme commands: (1) not to injure life,

Mahavira Varddhamiana, the founder of Jainism (12th century A.p.),
from Tripurl, the ancient Chedi capital; ‘Tewar, near Jubbulpur

(2) not to tell lies, (3) not to steal, and (4) not to possess any
property. To these four rules Mahavira added a fifth which
insists upon chastity. Parsva allowed his disciples to wear the
ascetic’s robes, but Mahavira enjoined complete nudity.
Many scholars think that the division of the modern Jains
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into two sects, the white-clothed one (Svetambara) and sky-
clothed or naked one (Digambara), is due to the difference
of opinion between Mahavira and the followers of Paréva.
This, however, is denied by others, who believe that the
main points of difference between the two sects originated
after the return of the Jains from Southern India. A Life
of Paréva was compiled by the Jain saint Bhadrabahu, who
lived in the time of the Maurya emperor Chandragupta.
We do not know how far the tenets of the Jain religion were
accepted by the people of India at the time of Paréva’s death
or afterwards; but it is certain that the religion was placed
on a firm basis by the next patriarch, Mahavira.
Varddhamana was born at Vaigalj, the capital of the Vajji
tribe, a place now situated in the Muzaffarpur District of
Bihar. His parents belonged to the wealthier classes. His
father Siddhartha was the head of the Jiatrika clan of
Kshatriyas and his mother Trisala was the sister of Chetaka,
one of the foremost men in the oligarchical government of the
Lichchhavi tribe. King Bimbisara Srenika of Magadha had
married Chellana, the daughter of Mahavira’s maternal uncle
and the mother of the next king of Magadha, Ajatasatru
Kunika. The Life of Mahavira, as told by the Jains, bears a
considerable resemblance to that told by the Buddhists about
the conception and the birth of Buddha. In due time Mahavira
was married to a lady named Yasoda, by whom he had a
daughter, who married Jamali, who became a disciple of his
father-in-law. In his thirtieth year Mahavira left his home
with the permission of his elder brother Nandivardhana, after
the death of his parents, and became a homeless mendicant.
During the succeeding thirteen months Mahavira did not
change his robes; on the expiry of that period he discarded
clothing entirely. He succeeded in subduing his senses by
continual meditation, chastity, and a very strict observance of
the rules concerning food. He wandered over a large area and
visited Rajagriha, modern Rajgir, on several occasions. After

" twelve years spent in meditation and penance, he attained

supreme knowledge and became free from the bonds of
pleasure and pain. It was at this time, when forty-two years
old, that he ceased to be called Varddhamana and became
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known as Mahavira. As head of the Nirgranthas (‘‘ free from
fetters ) or Fains (“ the followers of the Jina ”) he then
began to teach his new knowledge. Buddhists refer to him
as Niggantho Nataputto in Pali or Nirgranthah Fratriputrah
in Sanskrit.

During the next thirty years Mahavira travelled over
Northern and Southern Bihar and spent most of his time in Varddba-
the provinces of Magadha and Anga. In the rainy season he Te Teacher,
gent his timeat Champa, the capital of Aniga, Mithila in Videha,

ravasti, the capital of Kosala, and Vaigali, his native place. hagoe™
From Buddhist literature we learn that Mahavira met Gautama jitb
Buddha frequently and that he was worsted at each encounter.

The relations between the Jains and the Buddhists were by
no means cordial. The Jains represent in their fundamental
tenets the oldest modes of thought. In their system even the
inanimate objects of nature are regarded as endowed with life.

There is no resemblance between their system of thought and
the Buddhist faith, though the partial similarity of the views Relation

between
of each on monachism has often given rise to incorrect con- Jainism

clusions regarding a common origin. Gautama at first thought dhiem.
that freedom from the bondage of work (Karman) would lie
in self-torture, but afterwards gave up this idea and did not
enforce penance upon his followers. He enjoined them to
follow a middle course. Mahavira, on the other hand, had
found that the road to deliverance lay in severe self-torture
and advised death by starvation. Buddha always warned his
disciples not to hurt any living thing, but Mahavira exaggerated
this idea to an impracticable extent.

Gosila, a former disciple of Mahavira, was a more dangerous
rival, as many of his tenets were borrowed from his former
spmtual guide. He had many followers in the city of Sravasti,
and the two leaders fought bitterly till the sixteenth year of
Mahavira’s career as a prophet, when Gosala died. The death
of Gosila took place shortly after the accession of Ajatasatru
as the king of Magadha. In the fourteenth year of Mahavira’s
career as a prophet his son-in-law Jamali founded a rival sect, Rivalry
and two years later another member of Mahavira’s community the "
raised further opposition. Mahavira survived Gosala by Ritakas
sixteen years and died at the age of seventy-two in the house J*8%
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of a scribe employed by King Hastipdla at Apapapuri, near
Rajagriha.

After the death of Mahavira, his principal disciple Su-
dharman became pontiff of the new religion. On the extinction
of the Saisunaga dynasty the empire of Magadha fell to the
Nandas, who were probably Jains. One of the kings of this
dynasty removed an image of a Jina, or Tirthaikara, from
Kalinga, and this was taken back by Kharavela when he con-
quered Magadha. Udayin, the last king of the Sai$unaga
dynasty, was also a staunch Jain. It is therefore evident that
Buddhism failed to become a popular religion in Northern India
till its advocacy by the Emperor Asoka. The emperors of the
Maurya family appear to have been Jains before the accession
of Asoka, and even Asoka’s descendants were not faithful
followers of Buddhism. It may now be accepted that side by
side with the orthodox Indo-Aryan faith the religion of Maha-
vira prevailed in Northern India up to the fourth century B.c.

The great schism among the Jains took place in the beginning
of the third century B.c. During a great famine in Bihar,
Bhadrabahu, one of the two high priests, headed an exodus of
the monks of the community to Southern India. He took up
his abode in the province of Karnata. Returning later to
Magadha, he appears to have gone to Nepal after an interval,
though the Digambaras say that he was murdered by his
disciples. When his companions returned from Karnata, they
found that their brethren who had remained in Magadha under
the guidance of the second pontiff, Sthulabhadra, had become
lax in discipline. A great council was convened at Pataliputra,
the modern Patna, in order to collect and revise their sacred
writings. As the Pirvas, or the older works, were known only
to Bhadrabizhu, Sthulabhadra was sent to Nepal to learn
them, but though he learnt fourteen of them he was forbidden
to teach more than ten. The monks who had gone to Karpita
took no part in this council. They became the predecessors of
the Digambaras, who hold that the canonical texts of the
Svetambaras are unorthodox and that the real canon was los*.
In their opinion the Svetambara texts were compiled by a
monk named Jinachandra at Valabhi at a much later date.

From this time, i.e. the beginning of the third century B.C.,
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Jainism lost ground in Magadha. Samprati, one of the grand-
sons of Asdoka, is regarded as a patron of the Jain religion; but
later on, the revival of Brahmanism and the adoption of the
Buddhist faith by the majority of the Scythians led to the
gradual decline of the religion of Mahavira. The Svetambaras Ihe
flourished in Mathura during the Scythian period, but the baras.
Digambaras also were not absent. The ég'etﬁmbara sect
remained confined to Rajputana and Western India, while
Bengal, South Bihar, Chota - Nagpur, and the whole of
Central India, Maharashtra, and Southern India, con-
tained thousands of followers of the Digambara sect, and in
these countries the followers of the Svetambaras are very rare.
Numerous Svetambara images have been found in different
parts of the United Provinces and the Panjab, but in Bengal
and Central India they are rare. The Jain caves of Maha-
rashtra, such as those at Ellora and Maungya Tungiya, belong
to the Digambara sect. In Southern India, i.e. the country to
the south of the River Godavari, the Jains and their temples
and monuments belong entirely to the Digambara sect. In
the countries to the north of the Narmadi, Jainism has almost
disappeared except in Malava and Rajputana. A degraded
variety is prevalent in Orissa, where members are called
Sarakas, a corruption of the Sanskrit term Syavaka. Jain
ruins and images abound in Western Bengal, South Bihar,
and the states of Rewa, Maihar, Panna, Nagod, Bijawar, and
the whole of Bundelkhand as far as the eastern part of Malava.
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CHAPTER VIII

BUDDHISM : EARLIER PHASE OF ITS DEVELOP-
MENT, AND THE LIFE OF GAUTAMA BUDDHA

Gautama Siddhartha, the founder of the Buddhist religion,
was born at Kapilavastu, a village now lying near the
southern frontier of Nepal. He came of a clan of
mountaineers who, in the sixth century B.c., ruled over the
western part of the jungle area lying at the foot of the Hima-
layas and now called the Nepal Tarai. His father, whose name
was Suddhodana, was king of the Sikyas, as they are called
in the Pali literature. Buddha’s mother is called Maya.
Gautama Siddhartha was born in a park or garden attached to
the village of Lumbini or Lurhmini, which lay close to the
capital of the Sakyas, when his mother was journeying from
her father’s house to Kapilavastu. Suddenly seized with the
pains of childbirth, Maya stood under a Sila tree in the park
of Lumbini, and there the child was born.

Buddhism of a later age has surrounded the birth of the
divine child with romance and mystery. We are now told
that before the birth of Gautama, his mother, Maya, dreamt
that a white elephant had entered her womb. When the
child was born, the gods from Heaven came down and Brahma
held the new-born child on a cloth of gold. Immediately after
his birth, the child was bathed in the water of a spring which
suddenly gushed forth from the earth attended by serpents
or Nagas, and the infant took seven steps and recited seven
verses. These are stories which, though believed by the
Buddhists for more than two thousand years, have no place
in history. Maya’s dream, the bathing of the child in the
water of the mysterious spring, and the wonderful seven steps
taken by the new-born child, have been the subjects of bas-
reliefs and paintings in India from the second century B.c. to
the twelfth century A.p. The great Buddhist emperor, Asoka,
went on a pilgrimage after his conversion to Buddhism. He
set up a pillar on the site where Buddha was born, and in
the inscription on that pillar he states ‘‘ here Buddha wag



BUDDHISM 59

born, the sage of the Sakya race ”. The name of the village Birtnpiace
is given as Lumhmini and it was made revenue free. From this fama.
pillar we learn that the modern village of Rumin-dei was
believed to be the site of ancient Lummini Grama, in the
twentieth year of the reign of Asoka, when the pillar was set
up.
Buddhist tradition has introduced a good deal of romance
into the early life of Gautama Siddhartha. It is said that he
learnt the sixty-four letters of the alphabet in a single day,
and that, when he learnt shooting, his arrow went to a mira-
culous distance, stories which have found no credence out-
side Buddhist countries. It is said that he was married early, Early Life
but we do not know how many wives he had. We are told mmau'
of three different ladies who were married to him, but it
is surmised that the three names may have belonged to one
and the same person. These names are Gopa, Yasodhara,
and Mrigaja.
Suddhodana became afraid that Gautama Siddhartha
might leave his home, and therefore he is said to have kept
his son virtually a prisoner in a pleasure garden, where he
was surrounded by musicians, beautiful dancing girls, and
all sorts of pleasures. The gods then conspired against the
king, and soon after, when the young prince went out in his
chariot, he saw certain things which affected him very greatly.
First of all he saw an old man who was walking with great
difficulty with the aid of his stick. The prince’s charioteer,
on being questioned, told him in reply that the man had
been forsaken by his relations on account of his infirmity,
and that all men grow old. On another day he saw a sick man
who had been abandoned on the roadside. The charioteer
told the prince that the man was very sick and about to depart
this life, and that all men would become ill when the term of
their lives came to an end. On another day the prince saw a
dead body surrounded by weeping relatives, and in answer Causes of
to the prince’s question the charioteer replied that life had i
departed from this body; that this man would never see his fom s
father, mother, or wife any more, and that it was the common
fate of all living beings. On another day the prince was power-
fully moved by seeing a mendicant, and when he was told
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that he had abandoned the pleasures of life, the prince himself
determined to do so. It is said that the prince, on seeing a
man ploughing his field, asked his charioteer the reason of
this great labour, and was told in reply that all men had to
keep themselves alive, for which food was needed, and that
food could only be produced by hard labour. The Lives of
Gautama Siddhértha depict these scenes as due to the con-
spiracy of the gods Indra and Brahma to divert the attention
of the young prince from the pleasures of life. But the real
truth is that the prince was moved by these scenes of distress,
and determined to find a way for the removal of all human
affliction. One day the prince left his home at midnight and,
mounting his favourite horse Kanthaka, and accompanied by
his favourite groom Chhandaka, left the city of his birth when
everybody was asleep. Buddhist writers, sculptors, and
painters have magnified this event in poetry, bas-reliefs, and
painting. It is rightly called the ‘great renunciation ”
(Mahabhinishkramana).

After journeying for some time the prince left his horse and
bade his groom return. He then changed his costly robes
and cut his long hair. The prince exchanged raiment with a
hunter and journeyed to the city of Vaisali in North Bihar.
There he became the disciple of a sage named Alada Kilama,
but he was not satisfied with the course prescribed by his
first spiritual guide and left for Magadha or South Bihar.
From Rajagriha he journeyed to Gaya, and practised austeri-
ties on the banks of the River Nairafijana, now called the

Mendlcnnt Phalgu. In the Lives of Buddha this part of the narrative is

‘The
‘Buddhist
Satan,

dealt with more fully than any other part, because Buddha’s
conquest of temptations, which appear personified in Buddhist
sacred literature as Mara (Satan) and his daughters, is regarded
as the supreme moment of his life. On the banks of the
Nairafijana, Gautama Siddhartha became emaciated by con-
tinual fasting, and when his body became very thin he found
that mortification of the body is not the proper road to perfect
knowledge. He is said to have journeyed to the foot of a
Pipal tree (Asvattha), and when he had seated himself in
meditation under the branches of that tree, which became
noted afterwards as the tree of knowledge (Bodhidruma),
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Maira came with his thousand sons and thousand daughters
to tempt the mendicant prince. At this point of the narrative
romance once more takes the place of sober fact, and the story
told is impossible to believe. Mara is said to have attacked His Fight
the prince with his demoniacal army, but is vanquished. Prince.
When he had failed in his attack, he returned home. There
his daughters, named Rati, Trishna, and Arati, comforted
him and undertook to seduce Gautama from the true path Tempta-
of perfect enlightenment (Samyak-sambodhi). Their blandish- Pangh.®
ments also failed to move Gautama. ters.
After the defeat of Maira, Gautama obtained perfect
knowledge by constant meditation, and became known as the
Buddha. The theory promulgated by him is that the root Principles
cause of all human affliction is ignorance and desire. Ignor- 3'.;:“, v
ance leads men ultimately to rebirth, and birth brings in its
train all the afflictions of human kind. The Bodhisattva thus
determined that ignorance lies at the root of all our afflictions,
and he set himself to remove it and effect the stoppage of
rebirth.
He went to Benares and met five of his former disciples
outside that city in the Deer park (Mrigadava). At one time
King Suddhodana had sent five noble Sakya youths to his
son to bear him company. When Buddha gave up the aus-
terities enjoined by the rules of orthodox mendicants, these
five Sakya youths left him in disgust and went to Benares. First
Buddha preached his first sermon in the Deer park, to these Bonares. !
five men. This first sermon, which was the beginning of
Buddha’s preaching of his religion or “ Law *, became known
as the ““Turning of the wheel of Law ” (Dharmma-chakra-
pravartana). The event, together with the birth of Buddha
at Kapilavastu, his perfect enlightenment at Bodh-Gaya, and
his death at Kusinara, are regarded by the Buddhists as the
four principal events of the Master’s career. The places Buddnist
where these events took place are regarded as the holiest Holy .
places of pilgrimage.
The rest of Buddha’s life was spent in preaching his faith
He had a rival in his own cousin Devadatta, who became the
favourite of Ajatasatru Kunika, the son of Bimbisara, King of Attempt

Magadha, and who tried to kill Buddha on two different dna's Lite.
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occasions in the streets of Rajagriha, but Buddha escaped
miraculously. The rest of the history of Buddha’s life is also
full of miracles. At Sravasti, Buddha appeared simultaneously
at ten points in order to vanquish his opponents in a discus-
sion, because they held that such a thing was impossible in
'g!:;:::% ot nature. This event is known as the miracle of Sravasti. The
* Buddhists believe tha. Buddha went to Heaven to preach
his religion to his mother, who had died shortly after giving
him birth. When Buddha started on the return journey,
three ladders leading from Heaven to the Earth appeared.
Buddha descended by the central ladder, attended by Indra
and Brahma. The accepted gods of Indo-Aryan faith are
always shown as attending Buddha in some menial capacity.
On this occasion Indra is said to have held an umbrella
over Buddha’s head, while Brahma fanned the Master with
Sankisa, a fly-whisk. Buddha made his descent on the Earth at San-
kagya, a place in the Allahabad district now called Sankisa.
On another occasion, when the Master was seated by the side
andval- of a tank at Vai€ali, modern Besarh in the Muzaffurpur
dan. District of North Bihar, a monkey came and presented a bowl
of honey to him. Afterwards the monkey danced with joy
and committed suicide by drowning itself in a well. The
monkey was reborn as a god, and the tank became known as
the tank of the monkey. This event became known as the
incident of Vaigali. The incidents of Rijagriha, Sravasti,
Sarikagya, and Vaiali are known as the four minor great events
of the life of Buddha. The places at which the four major and
the four minor great events happened became known as the
eight great places (Ashta-mahasthana).
Buddha’s teaching was much simpler than that of the Jains,
and his religion was more acceptable to the lower classes.
The sage Gautama, the author of the Dharmasdtra, had
promulgated five general rules for the conduct of orthodox
Rulesof mendicants in India: (1) they were not to covet others’
the Order. ., operty; (2) they were not to intoxicate themselves with
wines or drugs; (3) they were not to destroy life; (4) they
were not to associate with women; and (5) they were not to
tell lies. To these rules the Buddha added five more. He
ordered that: (6) the monks of his order were not to eat at



Stele with the principal events of the hfe of Buddha: birth, conception,
enlightenment, first sermon at Benares, descent from heaven and the miracle of
Sravastl; from Sarnath near Benares (sth century A.D.).
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forbidden times; (7) they were not to dance, sing, or take

part in theatricals; (8) they were not to use flowers, scents,

or ornaments; (9) they were not to sleep on high spacious

beds; and (10) they were not to retain or accept gold or

silver. Buddha preached that in order to obtain salvation

men should follow the eightfold path: (1) right belief, (2)

right thought, (3) right speech, (4) right action, (5) right means

;‘.ﬁ'ﬁfma of livelihood, (6) right exertion, (7) right remembrance, and
(8) right meditation. This path was described as the middle

path, because it lay between gross sensualism and strict
asceticism. Ordinary men and women could obtain success

by following the middle path, but success was assured by

Nuns.  joining the community of monks. Women were also admitted
into the order. Buddha founded a moral system based on

certain abstruse doctrines of metaphysics. He always avoided
discussions about God or the nature of the soul. His system

ignores the existence of God. Though he denied the authority

of the Vedas, he did not interfere with the popular beliefs,

and therefore his followers always made the accepted gods of

the Indo-Aryan religion appear in a menial capacity in his
presence. The new religion became more acceptable to the

masses than the intricate religion of the orthodox Indo-Aryans.

The religion of Buddha does not appear to have made much

impression on the educated people or the powerful nobles

during his lifetime. Kings, like Bimbisara of Magadha or

State of Prasenajit of Kosala, paid reverence to mendicants of all
Puddnism sects, and their reverence to Buddha is no sign of their accept-
Umeofthe ance of his religion. Many powerful merchants, like Ani-
thapindika of Sravasti, patronized the new order, but Buddhism
rémained a minor faith till the rise of Asoka. The principal

disciples of Buddha were Brihmanas like Mahikiagyapa or

his kinsmen like Ananda. Among others, Sariputra and
Moggallayana were distinguished by their zeal for the Master.

Buddha's Buddha died at the age of eighty at Kusindra. His body was
" burned and his ashes divided into eight parts by his principal
disciple Mahakasyapa, who became the head of the order.
Mahakasyapa convened the first great assembly of monks at
Rajagriha in order to collect the sayings of Buddha. The
kingdom of Kapilavastu and the clan of Sakyas were de=
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stroyed by Vidudabha, the son of Prasenajit, during the life-
time of Buddha. Some relics of these Sakyas were found in a Relics of
crystal casket in a mound at Piprahwa in the Basti District.  Sakyas.
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CHAPTER I
THE SIXTEEN KINGDOMS OF THE NORTH

The rise of Buddhism marks the beginning of the historical
period in India. We obtain for the first time a generally reliable
chronology of events and a glimpse into the social and
economic life of ancient India. Kings and dynasties become
more real, and in spite of short gaps in the sequence of events,
the history of the country can be treated as a continuous nar-
rative. It is a mistake to call this age the Buddhist period,
merely on the ground that most of the material on which the
history of this period is based is taken from Buddhist birth
stories ( fatakas) or from story books connected with Buddhism.
We ought to bear in mind that the entire country never
accepted Buddhism, and society remained unchanged till
the irruption of the Greeks and of Scythian barbarians from
the north-west. The reformed Indo-Aryan religion remained
strong until the reign of Asoka. It was revived again by the
Sunigas and did not lose its hold on the educated middle
classes till the period of Kushan domination in Northern
India. Buddhism, at the height of its glory, never succeeded
in stamping out Hinduism, or the orthodox Indo-Aryan
faith as it is now known. Jainism existed side by side with
numerous other religions. Even under the Kushans, Bud-
dhism did not remain the state religion for long. Vasudeva I
gave up Buddhism and accepted Hinduism. Buddhism
never again succeeded in becoming the state religion after
the time of Huvishka, except for a quarter of a century under
Harshavardhana of Thanesar.

In the beginning of the sixth century before the birth of

68
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Christ we find that Northern India was divided into the
following sixteen kingdoms:

1. Anga (the Bhagalpur and Munger (?) Districts of Bihar
and Orissa).
2. Magadha (the Patna and Gaya Districts of the same
provinces).
3. Vajji (the Muzaffarpur, Saran, and Champaran Dis-
tricts of North Bihar).
. Kaéi (the Benares, Ghazipur, and Mirzapur Districts).
. Kogala (? the Lucknow and Fyzabad Districts).
. Malla (? the Gorakhpur District).
. Vamsa (the Allahabad and Banda Districts).
. Cheti (? the Cawnpur and Unao Districts).
. Pafichala (modern Rohilkhand).
10. Kuru (the Aligarh, Meerut, Delhi and Thaneswar
Districts).
11. Machchha or Matsya (? the Rewari and Gurgaon Dis-
tricts, with portions of Alwar and Jaipur States).
12. Strasena (? the Mathura District, Bharatpur State, and
the northern part of the Jaipur State).
13. Aémaka on the Godavairi (Sutta nipita).
14. Avanti (? Malava or Malwa).
15. Gandhara (? the north-western frontier districts of the
Panjab as far as Peshawar and adjoining districts).
16. Kimboja (? the modern districts of Kabul and Jalala-
bad).

Authorities, however, are not strictly in accord regarding
those areas before which a mark of interrogation appears.

In the lifetime of Buddha Northern India was divided
into a number of small kingdoms and republics. The more
notable of these kingdoms were Magadha, with its capital
at Rajagriha, Koéala, with its capital at Sravasti, and Vatsa
or Vamsga, with its capital at Kauséambi. Among the republics
and the smaller kingdoms the following names are prominent:

1. The Sakyas of Kapilavastu.
2. The Bulis of Allakappa.

3. The Kalamas of Kesaputta.
4. The Bhaggas of Surhsumara.
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5. The Koliyas of Ramagama.
6. The Mallas of Pava.
7. The Mallas of Kusinara.
8. The Moriyas of Pipphalivana.
9. The Videhas of Mithila.
10. The Lichchhavis of Vaidali.

During the lifetime of Buddha, the kingdom of Magadha
rose to be the paramount power in Northern India and
triumphed over its rival of Kogala. It had already absorbed
the neighbouring kingdom of Anga. In the Vedic literature
the people of Magadha are always spoken of with contempt.
They are called Vratyas, i.e. Indians who were still living
outside the pale of Indo-Aryan civilization. During the
period of the Siitras the Vratyas were admitted into Indo-
Aryan society. The Brahmanas of Magadha are spoken of
with open contempt, and this is a clear indication that the
people of Magadha were not entirely Aryanized.! The earliest
dynasty of Magadha is mentioned in the Mahabharata as
a dynasty of Asuras. We hear of Brihadratha, the son of
Vasu and the father of Jarasandha, the reputed conqueror
of the hero-god Krishna. The Purinas contain the names of
Jarasandha’s son and grandson. The race of Jarasandha
became extinct in the time of Buddha.

The second dynasty of Magadha was founded by a king
named Sifuniga. Bimbisira, a contemporary of Buddha,
belonged to this dynasty, according to Purinpas, but the
Ceylonese chronicle, Mahavarhéa, makes SiSunaga the suc-
cessor of Bimbisara’s dynasty. There are two different views
about the SiSuniga dynasty and that of Bimbisara. One
group of scholars regards Siéuniga as the founder of the
dynasty which followed that of Bimbisara, while the second
group follows the Purdnas in thinking that Bimbisara was a
descendant of SiSuniga. Bimbisara conquered Anga and
occupied Benares after defeating the King of Kosala. He
married three wives, one of whom was the daughter of the King
Kosala and sister of Prasenajit; the second was Chellani,
the daughter of the Lichchhavi prince Chetaka and first

1 Cambridge History of Indsa, Vol. I, p. 123.
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cousin of Mahavira Varddhamina. The third was a daughter
of the chief of the Madra clan of the Panjab. At this time
Rijagriha (modern Rajgir in the Patna District) was the capital
of the kingdom. It is also called the Girivraja or ‘‘ the fort
surrounded by hills ”. Old Rajagriha was situated in a well-
watered valley surrounded by a chain of hills. It was defended
by a high stone wall which ran along the top of the hills
and was protected by stone towers at regular intervals. In
the valley there were other stone walls, built of very heavy
stones, which remind one of the Cyclopean walls of My-
cenz and Tiryns in Greece. These walls exist at the present
day, and the masonry is the oldest known in India. The city
was approached by two ways, one on the south, which led
to the southern part of Magadha, i.e. the Gaya District, and
one on the north, which led to northern Magadha and the
Lichchhavi country. Both passes were protected by heavy
stone walls with towers. After some time, evidently during
the period of the Sisunagas, the old city was abandoned and
a new one built outside the northern gate. The new city was
protected by a square fort with brick walls and towers. This
city was visited by Buddha, but the holy places inside the old
city continued to be visited by pilgrims, both Jain and Bud-
dhist, up to the twelfth century A.p. Mahakagyapa, the
principal disciple of Buddha, held the first great assembly
of Buddhist monks under the Vaibhara Hill, close to the
rampart of the old city, at a place which became known as
the Sattapanni Hall. The site of the first great council is
now marked by a stone platform reached by a sloping cause-
way of stone. In the centre of the old city the shrine of the
Naga Manibhadra was rebuilt on several occasions, the
latest being in the sixth century A.p. In the new city Bimbi-
sara gave a grove of bamboos for the use of Buddha, and
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this became famous in Buddhist literature as the Karanda- Karagda-
venu-vana. Bimbisira was murdered by his son Ajatasatru, vana.

who succeeded him in the Empire. -
Ajatagatru was distinctly hostile to Buddha. He invaded
the kingdom of Kosala, and as the first step of the conquest
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of Videha, he built a strong fort at the village of Patali, situated builds
at the junction of the rivers Sop and Ganges, and which Fore.
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became celebrated in later history as Pataliputra, the capital
of the Maurya and Gupta empires of Magadha. Ajatasatru
defeated his aged uncle, King Prasenajit of Kosala, and forced
him to fall back upon his capital, Sravasti. But Ajatasatru
was led into an ambush and captured by Prasenajit. The
king of Kosala liberated his nephew and gave him his daughter
Vajira in marriage. During the absence of Prasenajit from his
capital his son Vidudabha captured the throne. Prasenajit
sought refuge in Magadha, but died outside the city of
Rijagriha. Ajatasatru invaded the republic of the Lich-
chhavis of Vaidali on account of a breach of faith by the
latter. The Lichchhavis were the allies of the kings of Kosala,
and Ajatagatru’s wars with these two powers were probably
due to an effort on the part of the former to curb the growing
power of the kingdom of Magadha. The war was protracted
for more than sixteen years, and finally Vaisali was conquered
by Ajatasatru and remained a part of the Magadhan Empire
for centuries. Ajatasatru had another rival in King Pradyota
of Avanti or Milava, and at one time he was afraid of an
attack on his capital, Rijagriha. He was succeeded by his
son Udayibhadra, who is mentioned in the lists of the Puranas
as well as in the canonical literature of the Jains and the
Buddhists.

The successors of Ajitasatru are shadowy figures. Geiger
holds, on the authority of Buddhist Chronicles, that Udaya or
Udayibhadra was the successor of Ajatagatru, but Smith and
others, relying on the Purinas, make a king named Darsgaka
(who is probably the same as Nagadasaka of the Ceylonese
Chronicle and who is mentioned in a play of Bhasa called
the Svapna-Vasavadatia) the successor of Ajatasatru. Udaya
is credited with the building of the city of Pataliputra, which
was also called Kusumapura. He was the viceroy of his
father in the province of Anga. The kings of Avanti or Malava
were the rivals of the later kings of the Sisuniga dynasty.
Palaka, the successor of Pradyota, conquered the kingdom of
Kauéambi, and the two great kingdoms of Magadha and Malava
were brought into contact. According to the Puranas, Udaya
was succeeded by Nandivarddhana and Mahinanda, but the
Ceylonese Chronicles state that Munda and Anuruddha
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succeeded Udaya. The same Chronicles make Sisuniga, a
minister of Magadha, succeed the dynasty of Bimbisara.
Sisunaga is credited with the destruction of the kingdom of

Bas-relief from Munger district* Penance of Arjuna, a scene from the
Mahabhdrata, Pataliputra school (sth century A.D.)

Avanti or Milava. The capital was transferred from Raja- Transter
griha to Pataliputra by Sisunaga, according to the Buddhist Capitai.
authorities, after the fall of the dynasty of Bimbisara. Accord-

ing to the Purinas, the transfer was made by the Nandas in The

order to avoid the hatred of the Brahmanas of Rajagriha on Nandas.
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account of their humble origin. The Nandas were born of
the union of a Sodra woman with one of the Sisuniga kings.
They therefore form a separate branch of the Sisunigas and
not a separate dynasty.

The dynasty of Bimbisara made Magadha great in Eastern
India. Anga was incorporated into the kingdom, Benares
was conquered, and the republic of Vaisali destroyed. Ajatagatru
conquered the kingdom of Kau$ambi, and Mailava soon
also succumbed. The conquest of Kalinga is attributed to
Nandivarddhana by Mr. K. P. Jayaswal. In the Purinas
Mahipadma is stated to have been born of a Stidra woman,
but in Jain literature he is called the son of a courtesan by a
barber. According to Q. Curtius, the King of Magadha,
contemporary with Alexander the Great, was the son of a
barber who had become the paramour of the queen of the
last king and who afterwards murdered the king. The murder
of one of the kings named Kikavarna is mentioned in the
Harshacharita of Bana-bhatta. According to the Ceylonese
Chronicles, the name of the first king of the Nanda dynasty
was Ugrasena. The conquest of Kaliniga by one of the Nandas
is referred to in the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela.
From this inscription we learn that a canal was excavated by
one of the Nanda kings in the year one hundred and three of
the era of the Nandas, and that this king had brought away
an image of a Jain patriarch from the country of Kalinga.
According to the Puranas, the first Nanda king was the de-
stroyer of all Kshatriyas and the sole monarch of the earth.
This term most probably means that all small kingdoms in
Northern India had at that time been absorbed in the Empire
of Magadha. Mahipadma Nanda was succeeded by eight
other kings of his family, the last of whom was overthrown by
Chandragupta the Maurya. The Nanda kings were regarded
as the possessors of great wealth. The historians of Alexander
state that they maintained 80,000 cavalry, 200,000 infantry,
and 8oco four-horsed chariots, with 60oo war elephants.
The enormous wealth of the Nandas is mentioned in a Tamil
poem, by the Chinese traveller Yuan Chwang, and in a passage
of the Kathasarit-sagara. According to Panini, the Nanda
kings invented a peculiar system of weights, The fall of the
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Nandas took place after the invasion of India by Alexander Fall of the
the Great, some time between 321 and 312 B.C. ancas.
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CHAPTER II

THE PERSIAN CONQUEST OF NORTH-WESTERN
INDIA AND THE INVASION OF ALEXANDER
THE GREAT

Long after the separation of the Indo-Aryans and the
Aryo-Iranians the connexion between the two branches
remained very intimate. The Indo-Iranians possessed an
intimate knowledge of the province of Afghanistan, and
there are reasons for believing that no definite line of demar-
cation existed between the two branches. It has been noticed
in the previous chapters that the Kambojas were included in Toter.
the sixteen great nations of Northern India and that they tw twoen the
lived to the west of Gandhira, i.e. Peshawar. They spoke aiane
a language which is allied more to the Iranian group of lan- §og the
guages than to the Indian. The country which lies on both Aryses.
banks of the River Oxus (Sanskrit Vakshu) is regarded as a
part of India in Sanskrit literature and as a part of Iran in
Old Persian literature. Bactria was probably Iranian in speech
even in the sixth and seventh centuries B.C., but it is called
Bahlika, and the people are regarded as Kshatriyas in Indo-

Aryan literature. No boundary line between India and Iran
was known in Afghanistan, but to the south of that country
the borderland which divided the Indo-Aryan from the
remnants of the Dravidians in Baluchistan is called Zranka
in Persian and Dranga in Sanskrit, both of which mean a
boundary. The Indian term Drangani, which means “fron-
tiers ” or “boundaries ”, was corrupted by the Greeks into
(8558) D2
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Drangiana and applied to the hilly country which separates
the fertile basin of the River Indus from the deserts of Balu-
chistan lying to the south of the valley of Kandahar.

In the middle of the sixth century B.c. the Indo-Iranian
Hakhamanishiya dynasty of Persia, called the Achamenian
or the Achzmenidz by the Greeks, became supreme in the
near east. Cyrus or Kurush of this dynasty conquered
Afghanistan, Bactria, and Gandhiara some time between
558 and 530 B.c. The dynasty to which Kurush belonged
was founded by Chishpish (Greek Teispes), the son of
Hakhamanish (or Achaimenes). Chishpish appears to have
been reigning in the last quarter of the seventh century B.c.
and was the first king to conquer Babylon. Kurush ex-
tended the empire of Persia towards the west as far as the
Mediterranean. The Ionian Greeks were subdued, and the
kingdom of Babylon was finally overthrown. The city was
stormed in the month of March in §38 B.c., and the whole
of the Babylonian Empire fell under the Persians. We do not
know how the Indian provinces were conquered. The earliest
allusions to the Indian provinces of the Persian Empire are
to be found in the historical work of Herodotus, which refers
their conquest to the reigns of Darayavaush (Darius) and
Kshayiarsha (Xerxes). But it is certain that the conquest of
Bactria, Drangiana, and Gandhara was the work of Kurush 1.
According to Ktesias, Kurush I died of a wound inflicted by
an Indian in a battle, when the Indians were fighting for the
Darbikes, a people of unknown origin, whom they had sup-
plied with elephants. According to Xenophon, Kurush
brought under his rule the Bactrians and the Indians, and he
records the arrival of an embassy from an Indian king to the
court of Kurush I.

When the Greeks came into direct contact with India, the
Persian conquest of the North-western Frontier Provinces
had become traditional and hazy, and therefore the account
of Nearchos differed from that of Megasthenes. According
to Pliny, Kurush destroyed the city of Kapiéa near modern
Kabul. There cannot be any doubt about the fact that
Kurush I conquered those provinces of India which lay
between the western bank of the River Indus and the Persian
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frontier. We do not possess any evidence from Persian Succes-
sources about Persian domination in India during the reigns Kurush1
of Kambujiya I (Cambyses), Kurush II, and Kambujiya II.

With the accession of Darayavaush, or Darius I, we obtain

fresh light. It appears that before the accession of Darayavaush

in 522 B.C., the Indian provinces of the Persian Empire had

shaken off the yoke of Persia. The Bahistan or Bisitun in-
scription of Darayavaush I does not mention India among the Recon-
twenty-three provinces which obeyed that king, and from this the Indian
fact scholars infer that the Indus region did not form a part of E,r,oﬁ:.nr?.'
the Persian Empire at that time (520-518 B.c.). Later on, India Y2"®"*?
is specially mentioned in the Old Persian block tablets on the
platform of the palace at Persepolis and in the inscriptions on

the tomb of Darayavaush at Nagsh-i-Rustam. Both of these
inscriptions mention India, i.e. the Panjab, as part of the

Persian Empire. The term employed in these inscriptions is

Hidu, a corruption of Hindu, which is the Old Persian form of

the name Sindhu. The older Persian dominion most probably Extent ot

did not include the whole of the Panjab and was restricted Persian

to the Indus region, i.e. as far as the western bank of the River gorjn®"
Chenab. India.

Herodotus places India in the twentieth satrapy or province
of the empire of Darayavaush. India paid the enormous
tribute of three hundred and sixty talents of gold into the
Persian treasury, an amount which is equivalent to one million
pounds sterling. Upper and Lower Sindh formed a part
of the Persian Empire, and in 517 B.c. Darayavaush sent
Skylax, a native of Karyanda in Karia, to explore the River Expedi-
Indus. This squadron started from some place in the Gandhara the Tndus
country, sailed down the Indus, and finally reached the Indian $kyiax.
Ocean.

The Persian Empire in India was bounded on the east by
the Thar or the Indian Desert, as Herodotus states that to the
east of India the country is sandy. Herodotus never refers to
the Ganges valley or to the kingdom of Magadha, which
strongly suggests that the knowledge of the Persians about
India was limited to the provinces of the Persian Empire. indian
The inscriptions on the platform at Persepolis and the tomb of Pereion

at Naksh-i-Rustam mention the following three provinces: Empire.
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(1) Bakhtri (Bactria), (2) Haraiva (Herat), and (3) Zaranka
or Zranka (Drangiana). These three provinces together con-
stitute modern Afghanistan and Baluchistan. To the east of
them lay the provinces of India proper, consisting of (1) Gan-
dara (Gandhara), the Kabul valley as far as Peshawar;! (2)
Thatagu; (3) Harahuvati (the Kandahar district); (4) Saka
(Seistan); and (5) Maka (Mekran).

During the reign of Kshayarsha (Xerxes) an Indian con-
tingent went with the Persian army to invade Greece. Hero-
dotus describes the equipment of the Indians in the following
words. “ The Indian foot soldiers were clad in garments of
cotton and carried bows and arrows of cane, the latter tipped
with iron. The cavalry was armed in the same manner but
they brought riding horses and chariots, the latter drawn by
horses and ‘wild asses’.” The decadence of the Persian
Empire began after the defeat of Kshayirsha in Greece.
Even in the time of the last Persian emperor of the Hakha-
manishiya dynasty an Indian contingent formed a part of the
Persian army with which Darayavaush IIT met Alexander the
Great for the last time on the battlefield of Arbela.

After Alexander’s victory at Arbela (331 B.c.), the small
states in Afghanistan and the Western Panjab, which had so
long obeyed the commands of the Persian emperors, became
helpless because they were suddenly confronted by the Greeks.
The Indian princes of the North-western Frontier had no

the battle . time to organize themselves. They were divided in opinion,

of Arbela

' and some of them, instead of resisting Alexander, actually

invited him and thus turned traitors to their country. After
the destruction of the Persian army at Arbela and the death
of Darayavaush III, Alexander moved towards Afghanistan.
In the winter of 330 B.c. the Greek army was camped in
Seistan, and in the same year it moved eastwards towards
modern Kandahar. Many scholars think that the city of
Kandahar was founded by Alexander the Gréat. In the

Alexander gummer of 329 B.C., the Greek army was camped in the Kan-

Algh-.nl

dahar valley, and in the winter of the same year it crossed the
mountains and reached the valley of the Kabul River—in the
winter of 329-328 B.c. Alexander passed that winter in Kabul

3 Cambridge History of India, Vol. 1, p. 338
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preparing for the invasion of Bactria, rince of the
Persian imperial family was still holding
satrap and a Macedonian general to
Alexander crossed the Hindu-Kush and
bank of the River Jaxartes in Easterr
absent in Bactria up to the summer of 32
At this time there were two rival kin
Panjab, the king of Taxila or Takshasila an®
ancient Puru tribe. The king of Taxila possess®®
from the eastern bank of the River Indus to the western bank fae Fan"
of the River Jhelum, but the king of the Purus had extended
his kingdom towards Kashmir and the east. He was the most
formidable monarch in the whole of the Panjab, and the king
of Takshasila was afraid of him. Long before the advance of
Alexander towards the banks of the River Indus, jealousy
and fear of his rival made the king of Takshasila send envoys
to the former in Bactria. The king of Takshasila was growing Treachery
old and at first hesitated to adopt the Greek side, but his son
Ambhi was a thorough traitor, and even in his father’s life-
time this prince sent messengers to Alexander on his own
account, informing him that he was ready to march with the
Greek army against his own countrymen.
The Greek army, formed into two divisions, descended to
the plains of the Panjab by two different roads. Alexander
himself marched to the north and reached the banks of the lex-
Indus through the country now called the Indus Kohistan; 2nders |
while the second Greek army, under the command of the the Indus.
proudest noble of the Macedonian king, named Perdikkas,
marched upon Peshawar by the direct route, which probably
lay through the Khaibar Pass. The hillmen of what is still
the north-western frontier fought stubbornly as they do even
now. They were, however, punished very heavily for their
resistance to the advance of the Macedonian king. Entire
towns were destroyed and thousands of people massacred.
The king of Takshasila accompanied the second Greek army
commanded by Perdikkas, and they reached Peshawar in 326
B.C. In this region the Greeks were opposed by a small chief Conquest
whose capital was Pushkalavati, but he was shut up in his own kalavat1.
town and his principality was given to an adherent of the king




clpture of
Aorn:

Alex-
ander’s
Entry into
Taxila.

King of the
Purus.

78 ANCIENT INDIA

of Takshasili. The Lower Kabul valley was constituted a
separate province, which was placed under the rule of a Greek
named Nikanor, while the Upper Kabul valley was ruled by
a Persian named Turyaspa (Tyriespes). During the winter
of 326 the Greeks captured the strong fort of Aornos (? modern

Ona), which stood on a high mountain on the banks
of the River Indus. This fort was placed in the charge of a
garrison under an Indian traitor named Saéxgupta A bridge
was built over the River Indus at Ohind, about sixteen miles
above Attock, and the entire army crossed into the Panjab.

Ambhi had by this time succeeded his father in the kingdom
of Taxila. He sent a message of homage to Alexander and
informed him that he wanted to take his kingdom back from
the Macedonian king as his vassal. At the head of his army
Alexander marched into the city of Taxila and was received
with royal honours by his new Indian vassal. He held a grand
Durbar in that city, when there were Greek sacrifices and
games. A crowd of chiefs of Eastern Afghanistan and the
Panjab were present. The gold and silver vessels of the Persian
emperors, the embroideries of Babylonia and Persia, had come
to Takshasila with Alexander who now distributed them to
the Indian chiefs. Indians who had turned traitor and sub-
mitted to the European invader had their territories increased,
and those who had not submitted lost most of their possessions.
Thus, without fighting, Alexander became the master of the
Western Panjab.

The king of the Purus watched the progress of events
anxiously. He heard of the alliance between the foreigners
and his hereditary enemies, the kings of Takshagila, and that
the princes of other provinces were submitting without fighting.
One of his kinsmen also submitted. The innate pride of the
Purus and the tradition of centuries compelled him to resist
the invasion of his own country by a foreign army. The
Greek historians have preserved his tribal designation, but
his name they have not recorded for us. In India we have
forgotten the name of almost every defender of faith and mother-
land. The Greek historians call the chief of the Purus
“Poros ”, which is equivalent to Paurava in Sanskrit, and
from this fact we learn that even in the fourth century B.C.
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kings were yet known by their tribal designations, as we see
in the epics.

An open defiance was sent by the Paurava king to Alexander
the Great. Somewhere near the modern town of Jhelum, in
the spring of 326 B.c., the Paurava king mustered his army
to oppose the foreigners. Alexander marched with the main
army, which was supplemented by five thousand men under
Ambhi. A small part of the Greek army crossed in boats and
a skirmish was fought, but the main army eluded the vigilance
of the Indians and crossed the Jhelum elsewhere unopposed.
In the battle which followed the Indian army was ranged to
receive the attack of the Greeks. The Indian cavalry could
not resist the Greek cavalry, and the elephants of the Indian
king fled in terror. All the great captains of the Indian side,
and thousands of soldiers, laid down their lives in the first
battle. The Paurava king was wounded and -captured.
Alexander came galloping to meet him and asked him, through
an interpreter, to indicate what treatment he wished to re-
ceive. ‘‘Act as a king,” said the proud Paurava king, but
when the interpreter explained that the Greek king wanted a
more definite statement, the Paurava replied, ‘“ When I said
‘as a king’, everything was contained in that.” The romantic
vein in Alexander was touched. He reinstated the Paurava
king in his kingdom. A city was built on the field of battle
and was named ‘“ Bukephala ", after the favourite horse of
Alexander the Great which had fallen in the fight.

After the battle of the Jhelum no power which could oppose
Alexander was left in North-western India. The Raja of
Abhisara (the Punch valley) sent presents with his brother.
Alexander then moved to the banks of the Chenab, beyond
which lay the territories of the King of Abhisira, who was also
a Paurava. He fled at the approach of the Greek army.
Alexander crossed the Ravi and marched along the foot of the
Southern Kashmir Hills, through a district ruled by a number
of small chieftains who were called Kshatriyas. The town of
Sangala was sacked and the other Kshatriyas submitted.
Among them was a king named Saubhiti, who entertained the
Macedonian king with great splendour, and later on struck
coins with his name written in Greek as * Sophytes . The
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Greek army marched to the banks of the River Beas, and
here Alexander heard of the power and riches of the empire
of Magadha. But on the banks of the Beas the great conqueror
received a check from his own army. The Macedonians re-
fused to advance any farther, and the proud world-conqueror
was obliged to pass orders for return. On the banks of the
river the Greek army built twelve gigantic altars and then
turned back. The return march began in July, 326 B.c. Alex-
ander returned by the route over which he had advanced, and
reached the Jhelum. Here a fleet was built by a Cretan named
Nearchos, and in November, 326, the main portion of the army
embarked for the south. Two divisions, under Hephastion
and Krateros, marched along the banks of the river. The
Sibz offered their submission. They were the same as the
Siva Kshatriyas of the Vedic period. But two tribes called

lg:lyl:l and the Malloi and Oxydrakoi by the Greeks, who are the Malavas

koi.
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and the Kshudrakas of Indian literature, resisted the Greeks
at the junction of the Jhelum and the Chenab. The Mailavas
lived on the borders of the Indian Desert, and their city was
surprised and sacked. Alexander very nearly lost his life at
the sack of the Malava capital, but the Milavas and the
Kshudrakas submitted at last. Other tribes, whose names we
cannot recognize, were defeated, and Alexander reached the
junction of the Indus and the Chenab. At this time Oxyartes,
an Iranian noble who had given his daughter to Alexander,
was made governor of the Kabul valley.

The most powerful tribe in the basin of the Indus was the
Mushikas (called Mousikanos by the Greeks). The Siamba
Kshatriyas, belonging to the Yadava tribe, were at war with
the Mushikas, and they allied themselves with Alexander
against the latter. The king of the Mushikas submitted, as he
was surprised by Alexander’s rapid movements. The Sambas
next opposed Alexander but were defeated. The people of
Middle Sindh now opposed him. Their capital was called the
city of the Brihmanas, and is very probably the same as the
Brahmanibad of the Arab geographers and historians, the
site of which now lies eight miles east of Shahdadpur station
in the Nawab Shah District of Sindh. The king of the Mushi-
kas rebelled once more, and a national movement against the
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aggression of the Greeks was begun by the Brihmanas of
Sindh. Pithon, the Greek governor of Sindh, defeated the
Mushikas and brought their king as prisoner to Alexander.
The Brahmanas of Sindh were massacred and their bodies
exposed on the roadside without cremation.

In Lower Sindh the city of Pattala lay at the point where the
delta of the Indus began. Greek historians state that, like
Sparta, it was ruled by two kings and a council of elders. One
of these kings came to pay homage to Alexander; but when the
Greeks approached the city the kings and the people fled.
Before that city was reached the elephants and one division
of the Macedonian army began to march towards Babylon
under the command of Krateros. Alexander continued his
advance down-stream and reached Pattala in July, 325 B.c.
Near the great port of Deval, which has now disappeared, the
Greek fleet reached the sea. Alexander then marched with
the rest of his army along the southern coast of Baluchistan.
The fleet returned to Pattald and remained there till the end of
October. The inhabitants of Makran, the Arava, who were
of Dravidian stock and were called Arabite by the Greeks,
deserted their villages in terror. Alexander crossed the River
Hab and passed on to the country of another Dravidian people
called the Oritz. Their principal city, Rhambacia, was occu-
pied, and Alexander passed on, leaving Apollophanes as
Satrap in the country of the Oritz. He then marched to
Gedrosia and, keeping near the wells, reached the desert.
Sixty days after his departure from the country of the Orite,
Alexander passed out of India after enduring great privations.
The fleet under Nearchos left India from a place near Karachi,
which the Greeks called * the wooden town ”. It reached the
good harbour at the mouth of the River Hab, where it obtained
fresh stores deposited by the order of Alexander at a place
called Kokala near the coast. At the mouth of the River
Hingol the Greeks saw the aboriginal inhabitants of Makran,
and then the fleet sailed on past the promontory of Malan,
which was the limit of India.

At the time of Alexander’s departure from India his Indian
dominions were divided into three provinces. The first
province was placed under Philip, son of Machatas, who
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remained at Taxila; the second province, consisting of the
province of Sindh, was placed in the charge of Pithon, son of
Agenor; the third province was the easternmost division
of Alexander’s empire and extended from the River Jhelum
to the River Beas. It was placed under a Paurava prince.
Afghanistan was placed under the rule of Alexander’s father-
in-law, the Persian Oxyartes. A number of Macedonian
soldiers, with Grecian and Thracian auxiliaries, remained as
the army of occupation. Within a few months after Alexander’s
departure the Greek mercenaries under Philip mutinied.
Philip was killed, and Alexander ordered that his province
was to be ruled jointly by the king of Taxila and Eudamos,
the commander of the Thracian contingent. This provisional
arrangement continued till the death of Alexander, in the
summer of 323 B.C., at Babylon.

Many Greek coins, bearing Alexander’s name, are found
in India. The coins of Athens, bearing an owl, are found in
the Panjab and were imitated there, most probably during the
occupation of the Macedonian army. It is now supposed that
a squarish bronze coin of Alexander was minted in India.
On a group of silver coins Alexander’s name is to be found in
full, but none of these pieces bears the king’s title. In the
district in which Alexander’s coins are found, the coins of the
Hakhamanishiya emperors are also met with in small numbers.
The gold daric, which was the standard coin of Persia, and a
gold coin of Creessus have been found in the Kohat district.
Persian silver coins called Sigloi or Shekels have been found
in small numbers in Western Panjab and Afghanistan. They
bear small punch-marks like the oldest Indian coins, but
some scholars are of opinion that these punch-marked Siglo:
were current in Lycia, Cilicia, and other parts of Asia Minor
and the Island of Cyprus, but not in India.

While Alexander’s invasion left very little impression on
India, the long occupation of the north-western provinces by
the Persians left a permanent mark. Persian clerks introduced
the use of the Aramaic script, and an inscription in that script
has been discovered at Taxila. The Aramaic script was partly
changed and adapted for the writing of Indian dialects, and
this new script is called Kharoshthi. It is derived entirely from
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the Aramaic prototype and contains aspirated consonants,
which are required in Indian languages. The Kharoshthi
script became the principal script of Turkistan, Bactria,
Afghanistan, the Panjab, and Sindh. It remained in use in
these countries till the third century A.p., when it was finally

driven out by the Indian Brahmi. Persian architecture was Persian

Architec-

introduced by the Persian governors, and was used by the ture.

Indian emperors of the Maurya dynasty. The pillars of Asoka,
with round bell-shaped abaci and bull or lion capitals, are of
pure Persian origin. The use of winged animals as capitals of
pillars and pilasters was introduced by Persian architects and
remained in use till the end of the first century B.c. Persian
noblemen were employed by the Mauryan emperors, and one
of them, Tushaspha, was the governor of Kathiawad, and is
called a Yavana or Greek in the Junagadh rock inscription of
the Scythian king Rudradaman I.
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CHAPTER 111
THE MAURYA EMPIRE
At the time of Alexander’s invasion of India, the Greek

writers speak of a king named Agrammes or Xandrames as
ruling in Eastern India. This king has been identified with

Dhanananda of the Purinas. He was overthrown by Chandra- Dhana-

gupta, who is represented as a relation of that king. Chandra-
gupta appears to have been the commander-in-chief of the
last Nanda king, and he is said to have attempted to over-
throw his master with the help of the Brahmana Vishnu-
gupta or Chapakya. The attempt failed and the principal
conspirators were forced to flee the country. The events of the

period are narrated in a drama called Mudrarakshasa by o™
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Visakhadatta, which is probably based on reliable contem-
porary accounts. With the help of a king of the Himalayan
regions, named Parvataka, Chandragupta invaded Magadha
and overthrew Dhanananda. Most probably Chandragupta
obtained possession of Magadha in 321 B.C., two years after
the death of Alexander the Great. After the overthrow of the
Nandas, Chanakya contrived to kill Parvataka, the chief ally of
Chandragupta. Parvataka’s son, Malayaketu, withdrew to a dis-
tance with the remaining allies. Rikshasa, the faithful minister
of the Nandas, joined Malayaketu against Chandragupta, but
Chianakya contrived to make Malayaketu suspicious of his
allies, who were put to death. Malayaketu now accepted an
offer of peace from Chandragupta and retired.

In 305 B.c. Seleukos, who had succeeded in occupying the
eastern provinces of Alexander’s empire, invaded India. He
found that Chandragupta, now master of all Hindustan, was
ready to confront him with an immense army. Seleukos was
overawed by the power of the Indian emperor. He was either
defeated or compelled to purchase peace by cession of the
easternmost provinces of Alexander’s empire. He received five
hundred elephants in exchange for Aria, Arachosia, Gedrosia,
and Paropanisade. The Greek historians mention a matri-
monial alliance, but we do not know whether a Greek princess
was given to Chandragupta or an Indian princess was sent to
Seleukos. After the departure of Seleukos from India he sent
an envoy named Megasthenes, who arrived at Pataliputra, the
capital of Northern India, some time between 305 and 297 B.C.

The empire of Chandragupta, at the time of his death,
extended over almost the whole of India. But his authority
could not have been exercised everywhere in the same manner
or the same measure. After the defeat of Seleukos, the empire
of Magadha included the provinces of Aria, Arachosia, Gedrosia,
and the Paropanisadz, i.e. Herat, Kandahar, Baluchistan, and
the Kabul valley. Kathiawad was conquered at some later
date and was ruled by the viceroy Pushyagupta of the Vaishya
caste. Pushyagupta was called a Rashtriya, or viceroy, and
became famous as the originator of the Sudaréana Lake near
Mount Girnar. South Indian tradition has preserved the
record of the Mauryan invasion of the far south. According
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to an ancient Tamil poet named Mamulanar, the Mauryas
advanced as far as Podiyil Hill in the Tinnevelly District.

The statements of Mamulanar are supported by Paranar and

other Tamil authors. The Mauryas conquered Southern Conquest
India through Konkan, or the coastal region to the west, and § Southern
not from Pataliputra along the eastern coast. The Maurya ™%
conquest of Southern India was fresh in the memory of men

in Mysore in medizval times, and one Mysore inscription
records that Nagakhanda in the Shikarpur Taluka was included

in the kingdom of Chandragupta. The conquest of Kalirga

by Asoka proves that the eastern coast of the Peninsula was

not included in the kingdom of his grandfather.

The most valuable account of India in the third century
B.C. was written by Megasthenes, the ambassador sent by Megas-
Seleukos of Asia Minor and Babylonia to the court of the
Emperor Chandragupta. The original work of Megasthenes
is missing, but fragments survive in quotations made by later
authors, such as Strabo, Arrian, &c. Megasthenes appears to
have possessed very little critical acumen and was often misled
by his informants. He describes Pitaliputra, which he calls {*c':“g:;n
Palimbothra, as the largest city in India, and states that it was of Patali-
situated in the land of the Prasii, i.e. the easterners (Prachyas), putra:
at the confluence of the Ganges and the Erannoboas (Hiran-
yavahu, i.e. the Son). The city was surrounded by a ditch
six hundred feet wide and thirty cubits deep. There were
five hundred and seventy towers and sixty-four gates in the
wall of the city. The most important cities in the empire
after Pataliputra were Taxila and Ujjain.

An account of the palace of Chandragupta is to be found in F2¢ .
the work of Zlian: ‘“In the Indian Royal Palace where the e
greatest of all the kings of the country resides, besides much
else which is calculated to excite admiration, and with which
neither Susa nor Ekbatana can vie, there are other wonders
besides. In the Parks tame Peacocks are kept, and Pheasants
which have been domesticated; there are shady groves and
pasture grounds planted with trees, and branches of trees which
the art of the woodsman has deftly interwoven; while some
trees are native to the soil, others are brought from other parts,
and with their beauty enhance the charms of the landscape.
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Parrots are natives of the country, and keep hovering about the
king and wheeling round him, and vast though their numbers
be, no Indian ever eats a parrot. The Brachmanes honour them
highly above all other birds—because the parrot alone can
imitate human speech. Within the palace grounds are artificial
ponds in which they keep fish of enormous size but quite tame.
No one has permission to fish for these except the king’s sons
while yet in their boyhood. These youngsters amuse them-
selves by fishing in the unruffled sheet of water and learning
how to sail their boats.” !

The ancient Mauryan palace discovered by Dr. D. B.
Spooner at Kumarhar near Patna appears to belong to the
period of Chandragupta. The ruins indicate that there was a
large hall supported by tall columns of stone, the foundations
of which were laid on large platforms of wood closely packed
together. According to Dr. Spooner, the general outlines of
the ground indicate that the plan of the palace at Pataliputra
agreed in many details with that of the Hakhamanishiya palace
at Persepolis, “ but,” as V. A. Smith observes, ‘‘ the resem-
blance is not yet definitely established.” 2

“The most interesting part of Megasthenes’ account is
that relating to contemporary India, so far as he could learn
about it at Pataliputra. . . . The first class of Megasthenes
consisted of ‘philosophers ’, under which term, as has just
been said, Brahmans and ascetics were confused. It was
numerically the smallest class, but the highest in honour,
immune from labour and taxation. Its only business was to
perform public sacrifice, to direct the sacrifice of private
individuals, and to divine. . . . The second class consisted
of the cultivators, and included the majority of the Indian
people. They never took any part in war, their whole business
being to cultivate the soil and pay taxes—to the kings or to the
free cities, as the case might be. . . . All the land belonged
to the King, and the cultivators paid one-fourth of the produce
in addition to rent. The third class Megasthenes described as
herdsmen and hunters. . . . The fourth class consisted of the
traders, artisans, and boatmen. They paid a tax on the produce

1 The Political History of Ancient India, Second Edition, pp. 172-3
3 Oxford History of India, p. 77.
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of their industry, except those who manufactured implements
of war and built ships. . . . The fifth class was that of the
fighters, the most numerous class after the cultivators. They
performed no work in the community except that of fighting.
Members of the other classes supplied them with weapons
and waited upon them and kept their horses and elephants.
They received regular pay even in times of peace, so that when
not fighting they could live a life of ease and maintain numbers
of dependents. . . . The sixth consisted of the government
secret inspectors, whose business it was to report to the king,
or, among the free tribes, to the headmen, what went on among
the people, and the seventh of those constituting the Council
of the King or the tribal authorities.” 1

Megasthenes travelled through the country and saw it for
himself. The Indian towns, built on the banks of the rivers,
contained houses made of wood, but other towns, built on
elevations, were made of brick and clay. Nearchos describes
the arms of the Indians. The foot-soldiers carried bows as
long as the body. To shoot, they rested one end of the bow on
the ground and set their left foot against it. They had to draw
the string far back, since the arrows in use were six feet long.
In their left hands they carried long narrow shields of raw
hide, nearly coextensive with the body. Some had javelins
instead of bows. All carried long two-handed swords with
broad blades. The horsemen had two javelins and a shield
smaller than the foot-soldiers’.?2 According to the same writer,
the laws were preserved by oral tradition and not in books.
According to Megasthenes, many of the laws were sufficiently
severe. The latter observed that the Indians were polygamous
and that brides were purchased from their parents. According
to the same writer, officials were divided into three classes:
(1) the Agronomoi or the district officials, (2) the Astynomot
or town officials 3, and (3) the members of the War Office.

} Cambridge History of India, Vol. I, pp. 409—11

% The Cambnridge History of India, Vol. 1, p. 412

% The town officials were divided i1nto six Boards of Five. ‘ Their respective
functions were: (1) supervision of factories; (2) care of strangers, including control
of the inns, provision of assistance, taking charge of sick persons, burying the dead;
(3) the registration of births and deaths; (4) the control of the market, 1nspection
of weig and es; (s) the inspection of manufactured goods, provision for
their sale w:th accurate distinction of new and second-hand articles; (6) collection
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The district officials supervised the irrigation and land measure-
ments, the various industries connected with agriculture, the
maintenance of the roads, and hunting.

An accurate idea of Chandragupta’s administration of the
vast empire founded by him can be gleaned from the Artha-
$astra of Kautilya and the account of Megasthenes. The
Emperor was the supreme head of the government. He
exercised military, judicial, and legislative as well as executive
functions. He left his palace on military expeditions and con-
sidered plans of campaigns with his commander-in-chief.
He sat in court to administer justice and receive petitions.
Kautilya states that he was the fountain-head of legislation.
His highest ministers were the Mantrins. They received the
largest salaries, and all administrative measures were prepared
in consultation with three or four of them. The Executive
Council, called the Mantri-parishad, included ministers of all
classes. It contained many inferior officers who were consulted
on occasions of emergency. Besides the chief ministers and the
assembly of ministers, there was a third kind of officials, called
the Amatyas, who held high administrative and judicial appoint-
ments. They were appointed to superintend the pleasure gar-
dens, mines, timber, and elephant forests. More experienced
Amatyas were employed as diplomatic agents or ambassadors,
ministers of correspondence, and superintendents. The Magis-
trates in charge of the civil administration of the cities were
called Superintendents of cities (Nagaradhyakshas). The
officers in charge of the military affairs were called Baladhyak-
shas. Neither the Arthasastra of Kautalya nor the account of
Megasthenes mentions the Viceroys, who are called Rashtriyas
in the Junagadh inscription of the Scythian king Rudradaman
I. They were probably the same as the Rashfrapalas, who
were equal in rank with the Kumaras or the princes of the
blood royal, and who received a salary of 12,000 panas per
annum. Inspection and espionage were regarded as the
of the tax of 10 per cent, charged on sales. The six Boards acting together exercised
a general superintendence over public works, prices, harbours, and temples. The
third kind of officials constituted the War Office, and were also divided into six Boards
of Five. The departments of the six were: (1) the admiralty, (2) transport and com-
missariat, (3) the infantry, (4) the cavnlry, (5) thc chariots, (6) the elephants. Con-

nected with the army were the royal and and the royal
arsenal *  The Cambridge History of India Vol 1, pp. 417—8)
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principal methods of government. It is probable that the
villages were administered by Gramikas with the aid of the Digtrict
village elders or Gramavridhas, who were not paid officers.
A chief of five or ten villages was called the Gopa; over him
was the ‘‘Sthanika’’, who ruled over one-fourth of a district

(Janapada).
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According to the Jain tradition, Chandragupta was a Jain,
and died, after a reign of twenty-four years, c. 297 B.c. He
was succeeded by his son Bindusara, whom the Greeks call
Amitrokhates (Amitraghata), * the slayer of foes . Bindusira
was in communication with Seleukos Nikator, the Greek
emperor of South-western Asia. Bindusara sent an envoy to
purchase sweet wine, figs, and a philosopher. Seleukos sent
an envoy named Daimachus to Bindusira, who also received an
ambassador named Dionysios from Ptolemy Philadelphus, the
second Greek king of Egypt. According to the Jain historian
Hemachandra and the Tibetan historian Taranatha, the great
minister of Chandragupta, Chanakya-Vishnnugupta, continued
to be the prime minister of the empire. We do not know any-
thing about the reign of Bindusara except from tradition.
According to the Divyavadana, Takshasila or Taxila revolted
during the reign of Bindusara on account of the high-handed-
ness of the officials, and Asoka had to be dispatched as gover-
nor to control North-western India. Bindusdra had at least
three sons. Asoka succeeded him. According to the Divya-
vadana, their names were Susima, Asoka, and Vigatasoka, but
the Ceylonese Chronicles call the second and third Sumana
and Tishya. Susima is held to have been the step-brother of
Aédoka and the eldest son of Bindusira. The Chinese traveller
Yuan Chwang mentions another brother of Asoka named
Mahendra. Bindusara died after a reign of twenty-five years,
according to the Purinas, and twenty-eight years, according
to the Ceylonese Chronicles. His death took place at some
time between ¢. 273 and 270 B.C.

A war of succession followed the death of Bindusara, and
Asdoka gained the throne with the help of the Prime Minister
Radhagupta. The formal consecration of Adoka was delayed
for three or four years, and this period is generally regarded
by scholars as the period of the civil war. Asdoka is said to
have slaughtered all his male relations. Many scholars, how-
ever, do not believe this story, told by the Ceylonese Chronicles,
and think that his brothers were alive in the seventeenth or
eighteenth year of his reign. The fifth rock edict mentions
the female establishments of his brothers, but the existence of
the female establishments does not necessarily indicate that
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his brothers were alive. Asoka assumed the title of *“ Devanan-
piya Piyadasi’, ‘‘the favourite of the gods, the beautiful
one . His real name, Asoka, has been used in addition to his
titles in the Maski rock edict. In the Junagadh rock inscrip-
tions of Rudradaman I and in the Sarnath inscription (twelfth
century A.D.) of the Queen Kumaradevi, Asoka is called by his
personal name. During the first thirteen years of his reign
Asoka seems to have carried on the traditional policy of the
empire. At the time of his accession the Maurya Empire con- Extent
sisted of the whole of Northern India, from the hills which Empire at
separate Bengal from Burma to Herat in the west, and from of°Asore's
Kashmir to the River Pennar near Nellore in the south. The Accession.
Konkan and a portion of the Deccan plateau were also added
to it, but the eastern coast, beginning with Orissa, was entirely
unsubdued.
Adoka’s attention was turned in the first instance to the
powerful kingdom of Kalinga, which lay between his empire
and the great Dravidian kingdoms of the south. Kalinga itself
was a Dravidian kingdom, where the Jain religion flourished.
Its people had grown enormously rich by the overseas trade,
and its colonies extended over the whole of Farther India and
the northern islands of the Indian Archipelago. Some time
after the fall of the Sisunagas or the Nandas, Kaliiga had g‘gﬁ‘:‘?‘.
regained its independence. If Pliny is to be believed, Kaliriga
was an independent kingdom during the reign of Chandra-
gupta. It maintained sixty thousand infantry, one thousand
cavalry, and seven hundred elephants as its peace strength
The Maurya invasion of this kingdom and its conquest con- Its Con-
stitute a landmark in the political history of India. The war Jiepa”
with Kalinga was carried on with exceptional severity. Asoka
himself records that nearly one hundred thousand men were
slain and many times that number died, evidently of privation.
One hundred and fifty thousand souls from Kalinga were
carried away as captives. The country was placed under a
viceroy of the royal family stationed at Tosali, and two
subordinate governors were placed in charge of the northern
and southern divisions of the country.
The conquest of Kaliriga marks the beginning of the
decline of the political power of the Mauryas. The change
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produced in the mind of Adoka by the slaughter and blood-
Bub- shed of the Kalinga war led to a revolution in the policy of
Ciknge in the Maurya Empire. Like all other kings who abandoned
oY statecraft for religion, Asoka paved the way for the conquest
State.  of India by foreigners. Outwardly the empire remained as
great as ever. The great viceroys ruled over the provinces and
the ministers controlled the revenue, the army, and trade,

but a change had come imperceptibly over all of them.
The changes came in quick succession. Asoka joined the
Buddhist Church soon after the conquest of Kalinga. He next
Asoka be- entered the order of monks and bcgan missionary work for the
Monk.  propagation of Buddhism. The minor rock edict was issued
¢. 259 B.c. Thirteen years after his coronation Asoka
Religlous  appointed a new class of officers called Dharma-Mahamatras,
™ whose duty it was to inculcate plety, to overcome misfortune,
to redress wrong, and to organize charitable endowments.
In the previous year he had instituted a quinquennial circuit
by his leading officials for the purpose of proclaiming moral
law. We can imagine stern viceroys and old generals going
about the country and preaching the latest fad of the emperor.
Buddhism was yet a faith of minor importance, and its adoption
as a state religion must have given great offence to the Jains
as well as to the Brihmanas. The regulatio